
 

 

2nd September 2018 

Dear Parishioners of Holy Cross, St Matthew’s and St Gilbert’s, 

At today’s Masses in our neighbouring parish of St Mary’s, Fr Livesey is announcing that he has 

spoken with the Bishop to express his wish to retire, and that the Bishop has granted this request. 

We all wish him every happiness in retirement. His final Sunday Mass as parish priest will be on 7th 

October (five weeks today) and, in accordance with the diocesan plan released some time ago (and 

with the absolute necessity that the Bishop and the Diocese now prepare realistically to serve the 

people of God with a significantly smaller number of priests in the future), Fr Livesey will not be 

replaced. This means that from the following weekend, 13th/14th October, I will be required to 

provide the Masses at St Mary’s church, and to fulfil Fr Livesey’s other pastoral and administrative 

duties, in addition to my responsibilities to you, the people of Holy Cross, St Matthew’s and St 

Gilbert’s. 

A process will therefore begin in earnest, of which we have spoken on many occasions, but until now 

only in terms of a “long-term” plan. I must now work with you, with the people of St Mary’s and with 

the Diocese towards the amalgamation of our two parishes into a single, new parish for Eccles (and 

those surrounding districts that come within our boundaries). Sadly, a part of this process will be the 

closure of St Matthew’s church. 

Things will not change overnight. I am grateful to Fr Patrick Poku of the Spiritans, (the “Holy Ghost 

Fathers”), who has kindly agreed to assist me for four Sundays beginning October 14th, when he will 

celebrate the 9am Mass at St Matthew’s and the 10.30am Mass at Holy Cross so that I can celebrate 

the 10.15am Mass at St Mary’s. Then we will alternate the following week, and so on. You will 

appreciate that Fr Patrick is not a Diocesan priest and that his primary duty is to his religious Order – 

we cannot ask for, or expect, a long-term parish commitment, but these four weeks will give us time 

to talk to each other and begin to establish new Mass times that I hope will cause the least possible 

distress, and that it will be feasible for me to serve on my own. 

We will need to plan transport for those, particularly from St Matthew’s, who may find it difficult or 

even impossible to make their own way to Mass after the changes. We have the parish minibus for 

this very purpose, and we will extend the pick-up runs that are already established. However, our 

driver numbers are limited, so it is unlikely that we will be able to offer lifts in the minibus to more 

than one Sunday Mass each week – whilst I would love to have greater flexibility, in this case, it will 

probably not be possible. 

This will be a difficult time for us all. We might feel angry or bitter and say: “another priest should 

have been be found for St Mary’s” or “we shouldn’t be expected to change.” But the world has 

changed, and the Church has changed. Bitterness and anger can only serve to shut out the One whose 

Grace can, and will if we allow it, bring this process to a positive, vibrant conclusion. I would ask that 



 

instead, we pray. “Stay with us, Lord on our journey” is the prayer so often commended to us by the 

Bishop, and this is a journey upon which we will need Our Lord’s presence every step of the way. 

And so: 

• Please pray for Fr Livesey – that he may have health and happiness in his retirement after so 

many long and faithful years of service in the Diocese and to the people of Eccles. 

• Please pray for the community of St Matthew’s – that in the bereavement they will experience 

at the closure of their church building, they will not simply be “made welcome” at the other 

churches, but moreover they will know that they are valued, and needed. People of St 

Matthew’s, we will all need you as we work towards the establishment of the new parish. 

We journey together with you, and anyone who does not stay with us will be a loss felt by us 

all. Pray that we will all stick together. 

• Please pray for the people of the former St Gilbert’s parish, as old wounds might be reopened 

from the closure of their church those years ago – may there be no doubt in their minds that 

they belong to our community here, and that we value their presence among us. 

• Please pray for the people of St Mary’s – having seen themselves as the “mother church” of 

the area for so many years, now they are to find themselves with no priest of their own and 

served from another parish (until the new, larger parish is established that will encompass us 

all). This will cause them a painful loss of identity. Pray that God will keep them strong so that 

we can all work together, for the good of everyone and the building up of God’s Kingdom. 

• Please pray for yourselves, to whichever church family you belong. As faithful Catholic 

Christians who have for so long planned your weekends around a desire to set aside time to 

worship God, those weekend plans will all be affected by the inevitable changes in Sunday 

Mass times. Your familiar tasks at the churches will change too – ultimately for the better as 

we have more people to help – but sometimes we might all need to remind ourselves, 

prayerfully, that having more helpers is not an intrusion on our territory, but a means to do 

what we do, better. The people of Holy Cross will, in this, be affected as much as everyone 

else, and we will all need to bear with one another kindly. 

• And finally, I would ask you, please pray for me. I cannot, and am not expected, simply to take 

on Fr Livesey’s full-time work in addition to my own. Pray that we will all work together. Whilst 

I promise to listen to, and to respect, all reasonable views and opinions that are expressed to 

me, I cannot possibly agree with every different perspective or grant every wish in the way it 

is asked. So, in the tasks that lie ahead, please pray that I will find the best ways forward, to 

serve you all in Christ’s Name. Pray that I will be guided by God’s wisdom and by yours, and 

that I will know what things I can and must delegate into your capable hands. 
 

tay with us, Lord, on our journey. With Jesus’ help, may we all grow 

in our mission to be true witnesses to the Divine presence and to 

God’s love for all the people of this neighbourhood, our home. 
 

Your servant in Christ, 

 
Fr Martin Collins, 

Parish Priest. 
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