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HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

A nother new year begins, with restrictions and words of 
caution still surrounding us because of the Covid  

pandemic. Please God, this year will see some relief and 
some sense of what the new “normal” for us, as both  
citizens and Church, will be—but in the meantime we hope 
and pray for the safety of our loved ones and especially of 
the most vulnerable among us.  
We seem to have forgotten the “clapping for our carers” 
now, and the anger that society prefers to express towards 
things not going just the way we wish, raises its rather ugly 
head all too visibly instead—but let us not forget the great 
work being done by so many, day after day, to try and bring 
us safely through these difficult times. As Christians, we must 
not be a people fuelled by anger. Let us not begin our new 
year in such a way! We are called to be a people fuelled only 
by love—that same Love which came to birth in the stable in 
Bethlehem and is offered to us at Christmastime and every 
day, to help us glimpse the world as God sees it, and be ready 
to sacrifice of ourselves to offer some hope and healing to 
others, whether we think they are deserving or not.  
What might our “New Year’s Resolutions” be for 2022? Could 

we resolve, as Church, to be a little more caring, a little less 
judgmental, with a little less prejudice against those who 
might not yet judge us so kindly? After all, Jesus was born 
into the world to save us—whilst we were still sinners. So, as 
we remember that we remain, indeed, sinners today, can we 
resolve to offer love and  kindness even to those who do not 
follow the same standards or the same moral code to which 
we try to adhere ourselves? 
Today’s Gospel repeats the wonderful words from the  
Prologue to St John’s Gospel. The Word—spoken by God in 
the very beginning to give meaning and purpose to all who 
would come into existence through creation—is born in  
humility amongst us, ready to be hated, rejected and  
crucified. But it is a Word that could never be silenced or  
prevented from achieving the ultimate glory of the  
Resurrection. May our lives this year, here in this parish of St 
John Paul II, Eccles, serve as conduits through which the true 
glory of the Word can speak healing and resurrection into our 
troubled world today. And may we find joy both in the  
Gospel and in each other as we recognise and give thanks for 
God’s work in our midst. 
A happy New Year to you all! 

ADVENT CHALLENGE! 
Our target is to raise £1,545.00, in support of CAFOD and 
Mary’s Meals. £750 will provide a life-saving community water 
supply to a village in the developing world, whilst the  
remaining £795 will provide school meals for a year to 50 
needy children in the many poverty-stricken and war-torn 
countries in which Mary’s Meals operate. (This year, this will 
be match-funded to bring the total supported up to 100  
children). Nearly there! Total reached so far: £1,356.18. This 
collection remains open during the Christmas season. 

HOLY COMMUNION at HOME 
Would you, or a housebound relative or friend, like Holy Com-
munion to be brought to you at home by one of our dedicated 
team of Eucharistic Ministers? Please contact the Parish Office. 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMMES 
Baptisms: Baptisms will resume in the New Year. 
First Communion Programme—Our new programme is now  
underway. Please maintain a regular involvement in our Masses! 
Presentation of certificates (which will take place during 
Mass) for our last two cohorts will be arranged initially 
through the schools, with special arrangements to be made 
for the children who are not in our parish schools.  

THANK YOU... 
...to so many who worked so hard in the preparation and 
presentation of our Christmas Services. Your efforts were 
greatly appreciated, and many favourable comments have 
been received. Moreover, we do all of this for the glory of 
God as we celebrate the wonder of the Incarnation, and we 
pray that all the hard work has helped us to experience 
something of the true Spirit of Christmas. 

AND ON A PERSONAL NOTE... 
...thank you from Fr Martin for all your prayers, cards, gifts and 
good wishes over the Christmas season. The support of such a 
wonderful team of parishioners during this testing time has 
been, and continues to be invaluable—may God bless you all. 

CHRISTMAS HAMPER RAFFLE 
Congratulations to Bridget (Green 265), Jean (Green 8) and 
Oliver (Pink 6)—the winners in  our Christmas hamper raffle. 
Thank you also for the generous donors who provided the 
prizes. The total raised for parish funds was £718.00—so a 
final thank you to all those who took part! 

PRAYER REQUESTS                                   
Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 
The sick: Michael, Katarina, Michaela, Evelyn, Caroline, Tony, Maureen, 
Bridie, Maureen, Peggy, Tom & Bridget, Peter, Rifa, Barbara, Rosa Maria
(baby), Edna, Linda, Fr Peter CSSP, Ann-Marie, Liz, Stephen, Elizabeth, 
Irene, Shane, Sidney, Margaret, Carole, Marjorie, Geoff, Anne, Paulina, 
Agnes, Alan, Margaret, Peter, Ann, Paul, Allan, Keith, Gwyneth, Joan, 
Karen, Kenneth, Patrick, Kathleen, Pat, Doreen, Helen, Bridget, Sara 
Pownall, Tara Higgins, Mary Fagan, Carole Smith, Phil Thompson, Sarah, 
Alan and Mary, Molly, Anne, Patrick, David, Peter, Kevin, Helen, Lynn, 
Pam and Derek, Pauline, Shannon, John, Chris, Ann, Patrick, Clifford, Mrs 
Wood, Frances, Marian, Bridget, Iris, Pauline, Sharon, Fr Mullin, John, 
Joan, Paul, Peter, Maureen, Pat, Patrick, David, Sister Maureen, Yvonne, 
Terry, Betty, Betty, Kathleen, Colette, Stanley, Win, Catherine, James, 
Alan, Betty, Evelyn, Elizabeth, Anne, Mary, Joan, Amanda, Pat, Billy, 
David, Evie, Mary, Chamari, Sheila, Monica, Clare, John, Eileen, Kath-
leen, Joyce, Margaret, Christine, Jean, Margaret, Deborah, Patrick, Fr 
Connelly, Jean, Vincent, Maureen, Eleanor, Margaret, Robert, Ken, Cato-
rina, Michaela, Tony, Elaine, Ellen, Glenes, Caroline, Lynne, Joe, Jackie, 
Gemma, Sheila, Martin, Joanne, John, Joan, Janice, Bill, John, Kenneth, 
Vera, Lilly, Gerald, May, Louise, Matthew, Evelyn, Margaret, Anthony, 
Debbie, Mary, Peter, Theresa, Sylvia, Maureen, Johnny, Robin and Ste-
ven, Nicola, Don, Nijole, Ken, Stephen, Mildred. 
Lately Dead: Carol Loates, Colm & Maureen Cronin, Moira Bennett, Annie 
Laus, Arthur Labinjo-Hughes, Doreen Berry, Brendan Towey, Tina Griffiths, 
Barbara Habryn, Patrick Kelly (Eire), Terry Smith, Sheila Devlin. 
Anniversaries: Betty Fegan, Angeles Reynalda, Sheila Hazeldine 
(Birthday Anniversary—Sunday’s 9.30am Mass), Tom Wilde (Birthday 
Anniversary), Hugh Tipton, Audrey Crompton, Barbara Cooper, Susan-
nah Costello, Elaine Murphy, Margaret Galbraith, Molly Maher, Steve 
Unitt, Bill Finn, Vincent McElvenny, Andrew Tighe. 
Remembrance: Baby Gabriel Preston, Hilda & Clifford Eyres, Maureen & 
James Yellop, Mary & Michael Lambert, Mary Griffiths, Gerard & Her-
bert Nicholls, Annie & Fred Whittaker, Winifred & Bill Hampton, Violet 
Freeman, Monica & John Potter, Barbara, Eileen & Harry Banks, May & 
Leo Mellins, Agnes & Ann Geeney, Marie Payne, Sewell, Curran, Rafferty 
and Mizzi families. 
We also pray: for Mrs Forshaw (retiring headteacher of St Mary’s Prima-
ry School), Mass Bouquets for Jean (100th Birthday), Jane & Neill, Susan 
& Derrick, for the Ward and Devlin families, for Lyndsay, for migrants, 
for the people of Afghanistan, for peace all around the world, and for an 
end to racism in all its forms. We pray for the Syro-Malabar community, 
for each of our schools, and for our Sacramental Programme families. 
We pray for all world leaders, for God’s guidance and support through-
out the Covid-19 crisis and for all those suffering from the disease, for the 
housebound and those in hospital, nursing and residential homes, for 
NHS and Care Home workers and for a number of special intentions.  

Services usually held at: Holy Cross, Patricroft and St Mary’s, Eccles 
Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricroft, M30 8QD 



                               PARISH CONTACT DETAILS  (Please note that email addresses below can NOT be clicked as links) 
Parish Priest:  Fr Martin A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     martin.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 
Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Facebook: @ourparishcommunity 
Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other times 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Halls Hire:  Enquiries to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839  
 Email:  hall1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 

Stay with us, Lord, on our Journey 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES from NEXT WEEK 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  6.00pm at Holy Cross 
Sunday Morning:   9.30am at Holy Cross 
    11.15am at Holy Cross 

Children’s Liturgies are currently suspended 
Refreshments after Masses are also currently suspended 

Weekdays:   See Calendar below 
Holydays:    As announced beforehand 

Holy Cross RC Church  
370 Liverpool Road  
Patricroft   
M30 8QD   

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Tara Higgins/Ged Dale 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Mary’s:     0161 789 4532 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Confessions currently available, 11.10-11.45am on Saturdays 

in the Parish Meeting Room at Holy Cross (not the Confessional). 
Please be guided by the stewards 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptism. 

Please refer to the website for further information 

THANK YOU, SISTER JENNY! 
For the past 11 years, Sister Jenny has, amongst her many 
other valuable roles in the parish, run our Baptismal  
programme with great care and efficiency. Given the size of 
the parish and the number of baptisms, it has never been an 
easy task. She is now taking a step back from this work, and 
Pam has kindly agreed to take on the co-ordinating role. We 
are enormously grateful to Sister for her tireless service, and 
pray for God’s blessings upon her. (We do, of course, still 
have other ways of keeping her busy, so don’t worry, we’ll 
still be seeing her around!) Our sincere thanks, too, to Pam, 
who will now become the first point of contact for Baptisms. 
Contact will still be via the online application form. 

...AND A THOUGHT on BAPTISING YOUR CHILD 
The Canon Law of the Church instructs us that children should be 
Baptised “in the first few weeks” after birth (Canon 867),  
suggesting that parents make the preparations perhaps even 
before the child is born. Sadly, modern custom has increasingly 
ignored this, and parents hurriedly seek to get their children Bap-
tised to support their application to a Catholic school,  
sometimes considering it so urgent that they are upset to hear 
that time in preparation should be needed at all. Even apart from 
considering the child’s spiritual life, Covid showed a fundamental 
flaw in the modern custom when some children were denied plac-
es in schools simply because the last minute applications could 
not be fulfilled. Might this provide some food for thought? 

CYCLE of PRAYER 
This week we pray, throughout the Diocese,  
for the people of the parish of Our Lady of the Valley, 
Clitheroe, with Sabden and Dunsop Bridge, and for  
Provost Paul Brindle, their parish priest.  We pray for 
their parish primary schools and for the Clitheroe Hospital. 
May they know and share the joy of Christmas.  

St Mary’s RC Church 
Oxford Street 
Eccles 
M30 0LU 

LOAVES AND FISHES 
Thank you for your amazing response to the “Gifts for teens”  
appeal. Through your generosity, the parish was able to donate 
well over 60 gifts for teenagers in our community. A picture has 
been placed on the Loaves and Fishes noticeboard in the corner at 
the back of church. Do, please, take a look! (A big thank you also 
to  Claire for co-ordinating this appeal). 

AND ANOTHER THANK YOU 
The family of the late Terence Smith would like to thank all 
who attended his funeral Mass. Thank you for all the Mass 
and sympathy cards received at this very sad time and for the 
kind donations to the Christie Hospital. 

COLLECTIONS 
Last week’s collection in church totalled £1,200.35. Thank you 
also to all who donate online, by Standing Order and via the 
contactless device  at the back of church. 

Calendar for This Week—Church Opening in Red 
        Saturday 1st January: No evening Mass on Christmas Day 
            Sunday 2nd:   9.30am Mass at Holy Cross 

   11.15am Mass at Holy Cross 
              Monday 3rd:  Sorry, no Mass on Mondays  

            Tuesday 4th:  10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) 
    Wednesday 5th: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) 
 (The Epiphany—A HOLYDAY) Thursday 6th: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) 
                     Additional Masses for the Holyday at 1.30pm and 7.00pm (both at Holy Cross) 
    Friday 7th:  7.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) following a Holy Hour from 6.00pm  
           Saturday 8th:  12 noon Mass at Holy Cross following a Holy Hour from 11.00am (Livestreamed) 

6.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Vigil Mass for Sunday) (Livestreamed) 
This Mass will continue to be available on the Sunday Mass page of our website on Sunday and throughout the week, and on our 
Facebook Page. Also, at 6pm (only) it can also be viewed live on our YouTube channel. 

All Services at St Mary’s are 
suspended during the  

renovation works 

https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.mygivinghub.com/detailed/donate?charity_id=1086324&type=2&reference=S07&amount=
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/live/last-sunday-s-mass
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRbsD6B1cg7beD8NWwaCOLg

