
CATHOLIC PARISH � ST JOHN PAUL II, ECCLES 

The Baptism of the Lord 
YEAR C      Morning Prayer Week 1 

Services held at: Holy Cross, Patricro� and St Mary’s, Eccles 

Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricro�, M30 8QD 

The Beginning of Jesus’ Mission 

N ow our celebration of Christmas draws to its close. Now our 
attention moves forward from the wonder of the baby in Beth-

lehem, the wonder of our God's coming to birth; to the realisation 
of what it was all about. The announcement of the angel to Mary, 
and the story unfolding, has demonstrated to us that every part of 
our human existence, from the very moment of conception, is visit-
ed and graced by the glory of our God (which provides for us the 
basis of our “Pro-Life” stance in the Church and today’s “White 
Flower” Appeal). But we cannot stop merely to watch and wonder 
at the manger. This baby grew up, increasing in wisdom and stat-
ure (as the Gospels relate), and now at the edge of the Jordan we 
meet the adult Jesus beginning the difficult path of teaching and 
instruction which would ultimately lead to his death, and to greater 
glory for us all. But what brings him to the Jordan today? 

Stories of the Bap@sm offered by John have spread widely 
throughout the countryside of Judaea, and people have travelled 
far and wide to hear his voice and make a new start in accordance 
with his teachings. Jesus, too, has heard of him, and something 
prompts him to make that journey himself. How much did he 
know of the mission ahead of him? Experiencing God his Father so 
deeply in prayer, did he know fully who he was? And if he did, 
when was that discovery made? A�er all, God becoming fully hu-
man for us meant that he would share our human journey of self-
discovery, love discovering love, life learning how to live, in the 
humble home of Nazareth, from Mary and Joseph, and from their 

neighbours and friends. 

Today, St Luke presents Our Lord's Baptism as the final piece of the 
jigsaw in that journey of self-discovery. For Luke, there is no word of 
recognition, as yet, from John the Baptist. Nor yet are the crowds 
amazed by a voice from Heaven. Jesus's Baptism is reported not unlike 
any other in the Jordan that day. What is unique is what happens next. 

A�er his Bap@sm, Jesus goes off, as he so o�en does, to spend a 
while in prayer. And in the silence of that prayer, a wonderful 
thing happens. Suddenly he is aware of Heaven itself thrown 
open, a dove reveals the Spirit, the Breath of God, breathing upon 
him, and he hears the voice of the Father addressed personally to 
him: "You are my Son, the Beloved; my favour rests on you." 

Now, at last, Jesus's mission becomes clear. Now, in that moment 
of prayer and submission to the Will of God, the means of our Sal-
vation begins to unfold. The Child of Bethlehem is become every-
thing our God had planned for him - the Saviour of the World. In a 
sense. his birth as a baby in Bethlehem is now fulfilled in a new, 
spiritual birth - a new beginning which we try so imperfectly to 
copy into our own Baptismal rebirth. Each one of us, created in the 
image and likeness of God, is united in Baptism with Jesus himself, 
and when we share the one bread and one cup which is his living 
presence in our hearts today, each of us is called to respond in 
prayer and in trust to God's gift of himself. If we do, God's plan will 
come to fruition in us, as certainly as it did in Christ. 

So, let us pray for a spirit of renewal in our lives as Bap@sed Chris-
@ans. Let us pray, as Jesus did, and discover who we truly are - 
each one of us a beloved Child of God, with a unique role to play 
in this great world. 

BISHOP JOHN’S VISITATION 
It was good to see such large congregations on the occasion of the Bish-
op’s official Visitation last weekend, and also the good numbers who 
joined us for the light lunch in Holy Cross Community Hall after the 
11.00am Mass. The Bishop was sorry not to be able to stay and speak 
with the Sunday evening congregation after Mass. His report following 
the visit was very positive—in particular he was pleased to see the num-
ber of housebound people being served by our dedicated Eucharistic 
Ministers from both churches, though we know there is still a way to go. 
He was also impressed by the behaviour of our Sacramental Programme 
children at Mass, by the attentiveness of the Altar Servers and by their 
age range and the way the younger children are supervised by older 
young people. He was pleased too with the orderliness and prayerful-
ness of the liturgies, and the contribution of the choirs, also commenting 
favourably upon the activity of the SVP, and the parish response to the 
Hope in the Future initiative with lay-involvement in the parish and the 
various outreach projects either underway or in the planning stages. He 
recognises that the real integration of our communities into the new 
Parish will take time, but seems satisfied that we are on the right track. 
Thank you to all of our volunteers, and thank you to all who took the 
time to speak with the Bishop either after Mass or in the hall. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

OFFERTORY 
Collec(on: 5th/6th January:   See print version
  Advent Challenge:   See print version 

RETIRING COLLECTIONS 
This week:  SPUC White Flower Appeal 
Next week:  “Pax Chris@” for Peace Sunday 

The Advent Challenge stands at £1,761.42, with some final fig-
ures still to be added. We will keep the appeal open for this final 
week—the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord and the end of the 
Christmas season. All proceeds will then be sent to CAFOD 
World Gifts, for Community Water Supplies. Thank you for all 
your support. 

• New to one of the parishes? 

• Know someone who is sick or in hospital? 

• Like a visit from the priest? 

• Think the parish may be able to help you, or you us, in any way? 

 Please speak to Fr Mar@n, a�er Mass or at any convenient @me 

Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 
The sick: Tricia, Barry, Marie, Catherine, James, Albert, 
Alan, John, John, Malcolm, BeMy, Evelyn, Elizabeth, Terry, 
Elizabeth, Anne, Mary, Elizabeth, Joan, Amanda, Pat, 
Eunice, CharloMe, Billy, David, Evie, Mary, Chamari, Jean, 
Sheila, Monica, Joan, Clare, John, Eileen, Kathleen, Joyce, 
Margaret, Chris@ne, Jean, Margaret, Deborah, Patrick, 
Philomena, Sister Olivia, Fr Paul, Jean, Vincent, Maureen, 
Eleanor, Margaret, Robert, Ken, Catorina, Michaela, Tony, 
Melanie, Bernard, Mar@n and Bridget and family, Margaret, 
Elaine, Ellen, Alec, Glenes, Mary, Stephen, Sheila, Caroline, 
Lynne, Joe, David, Angela, Jackie, Christopher and Clifford, 
Mary, Gemma, Rosa, John, Sheila, Mar@n, Joanne, Des-
mond, John, Joan, Janice, Bill, Harvey, Marie, John, Mar@n, 
Kenneth, Vera, Lilly, Gerald, May, Louise, Peggy, MaMhew, 
Evelyn, Margaret, Anthony, Debbie, Mary, Peter, Theresa, 
Sylvia, Mar@n, Mavis, Maureen, Johnny, Robin and Steven, 
Sister Regina, Nijole, Josie, Stephen, Bernard, Jack and Joan, 
Kevin. 
Lately Dead: Derrick Kings, Norman Furness, Susan Jarvis, 
Joan and Titus Gomez, Catherine Grove, ColeMe Blake, 
Doreen Lavin, Jean Mary Holmes, Steve UniM, Steve Fer-
nandes. 
Anniversaries: Tom Roddy, Agnes McCarthy, V S Joseph, 
Lawrence Malone, Eileen Greenhalgh, Michael and Frances 
Lavin, Hugh Tipton, Ellen Bruckshaw, Vincent McElvenny, 
Molly Maher, Mary Ferm, James Sloyan, Elaine Murphy, 
Daniel Williams, Sushanah Costello, Margaret Galbraith. 
Remembrance: Chris@ne Galligan, Baby Gabriel Preston, 
Leo and May Mellins, Maureen and Jimmy Yellop, Mary and 
Michael Lambert, Jimmy and John Fahey, Margaret and 
Patrick McLernon, Mary Griffiths, Teresa and John Kay, 
Anne and Donald Murphy, Jimmy McCormack, Maureen 
Else, Joe Jackson, Winifred and Bill Hampton, Sarah and 
Patrick McDermoM, Kevin Roddy, Barbara, Eileen and Harry 
Banks, Stafford, Royle, Roddy, McDermoM and Ferm fami-
lies. 
We also pray: for Fr Livesey, Ada (Bereaved), in thanksgiv-
ing, for world peace, for the people of Southern Cameroon, 
for Bishop John and the restructuring of our diocese, for the 
housebound and those in hospital, nursing and residen@al 
homes, and for a number of special inten@ons. 



PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 
Parish Priest:  Fr Mar@n A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     mar@n.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 

Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other @mes 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Hall Hire:  Enquiries to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839 
 New Email: hall1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
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NEW MASS TIMES 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  6.15pm at Holy Cross 
Sunday Morning:   9.30am at St Mary’s 
    11.00am at Holy Cross 

(with Children's Liturgy throughout the academic year) 
Tea and Coffee served after morning Mass at Holy Cross 

and as announced at St Mary’s 
Sunday Evening:  6.15pm at St Mary’s 
Weekdays:   See Weekday Calendar below 
Holydays:    As announced beforehand 

Holy Cross RC Church  
Liverpool Road  
Patricro�   
M30 8QD   

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Katrina Foster/Tara Higgins/Ged Dale 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Mary’s:     0161 789 4532 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Friday: 6.30-6.50pm at Holy Cross 

Saturday:  11.00-11.50am at St Mary’s  
and 5.45-6.05pm at Holy Cross 

(or at any reasonable time on request) 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 

a time of preparation is also required before Baptism. 
Please speak to Fr Martin or Sr Jenny after Mass 

ANNUAL CHURCH UNITY SERVICE 
Next Sunday (20th January) at 3.00pm the annual Church Unity 
Service will take place. For Churches Together in Eccles, this year’s 
Service will take place at Patricro� United Reformed Church, 
Shakespeare Crescent, Eccles M30 0PE. Fr Mar@n has now com-
pleted a two-year term as chair of CTiE, and Rev Ruth Watson of 
Patricro� URC will formally take the chair for the next two years at 
this Service. It is always good to come together as local Chris@ans 
united under the one banner of Jesus Christ, and we hope our 
parish community of St John Paul II will be well represented. 

CHURCHES TOGETHER CHOIR 
The combined choir with representa@ves from our different de-
nomina@ons will once again be singing at the Unity Service next 
week, directed by Fr Mar@n and Lyndsay Docherty as before. Our 
own choir has been strongly in evidence within this group in re-
cent @mes—we hope this will once again be the case and, as al-
ways, we also invite new members to join. Rehearsals will take 
place at Patricro� URC on Tuesday this week at 7.30pm, and on 
Sunday at 1.45pm (before the Service). We ask that all singers 
please aMend at least one (or preferably both) of the rehearsals. 
Thank you. (The Tuesday evening rehearsal will, on this occasion, 
replace our regular choir prac@ce at Holy Cross). 

PARISH MINIBUS—LIFTS TO MASS 
Li�s are available from any area of the parish to the 11am Mass at 
Holy Cross. Please speak to Sister Jenny, Fr Mar@n or Marie in the 
Parish Office, if you would like it to call.  

Fr LIVESEY’S FORTHCOMING MOVE 
We recognise that Fr Livesey has been in a difficult posi@on for the 
last several weeks—re@red and yet not able to move into his re-
@rement residence. His presbytery in Accrington is now, at last, 
available, and we pray that his move will be as smooth as possible. 

                       12th/13th January 2019  
This week we pray for: 
• St Anne and St. Joseph, Accrington, with  

Fr. Stamp. 
• The parish of the St James Rawtenstall, with Canon 

McBride. 
• Their primary schools and for All Saints College.  

NEW ROTAS 
Individual copies of the new rotas for Readers and Eucharistic Minis-
ters at Holy Cross, and Eucharistic Ministers at St Mary’s, are available 
for collection at each church. Thank you to all our volunteers. 

St MATTHEW’S CHURCH 
We s@ll await final arrangements, hoping that the Polish Heritage 
group will take on St MaMhew’s church building in the very near 
future. Everyone will be kept informed of progress. In the mean-
@me, please be vigilant—if you are passing the church and see 
anything suspicious do, please, let the parish office know (or the 
police if it is a maMer of urgency). Thank you. 

PARISH WEBSITE 
Rebranding of the parish website for the new parish of St John 
Paul II is underway, but much more s@ll needs to be done. We 
await a decree from the Va@can to determine if we can use the 
Papal Coat of Arms of St John Paul II in our parish logo, so for the 
@me being a simple Cross symbol is being used—slightly crooked, 
in the manner of St John Paul II’s own Cross which he carried. 

St Mary’s RC Church 
Oxford Street 
Eccles 
M30 0LU 

                                                                                                                                                        Weekday Calendar Weekday Calendar Weekday Calendar Weekday Calendar (Week beginning Monday 14th January) 

Monday:   10.00am Mass at St Mary’s with Fr Livesey 

Tuesday:  12 noon Mass at St Mary’s 
   7.30pm Churches Together Choir Rehearsal at Patricro� URC. New members welcome—see entry below 

Wednesday:  8.45am Exposi(on of the Blessed Sacrament at Holy Cross followed by 9.15am Mass 
   Also 12 noon Mass at St Mary’s with Fr Livesey 
Thursday:  9.00am Mass at St Mary’s with Fr Livesey 
   Also 12 noon Mass at St Mary’s 
Friday:  12 noon Mass at Mary’s with Fr Livesey 
   6.30pm Exposi(on of the Blessed Sacrament at Holy Cross followed by 7pm Mass and Divine Mercy 

 11.00am Exposi(on of the Blessed Sacrament at St Mary’s followed by 12 noon Mass and Novena


