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THE MISSION OF JESUS BEGINS 

N ow our celebration of Christmas draws to its close. Now 
our attention moves forward from the wonder of the 

baby in a manger—the wonder of our God's coming to 
birth—to the realisation of what it was all about. The  
announcement of the angel to Mary, and the birth in  
Bethlehem, has proved to us that every part of our human 
existence, from the very moment of conception, is graced by 
the glory of our God. But we cannot stop merely to watch 
and wonder. This baby grew up, increasing in wisdom and 
stature (as the Gospels relate), and now at the edge of the 
Jordan we meet the adult Jesus preparing for the difficult 
path of teaching and instruction which would ultimately lead 
to his death, and to greater glory for us all. But what brought 
him to the Jordan today? 
Stories of the Baptism offered by John had spread widely 
throughout the countryside of Judaea, and people had  
travelled far and wide to hear his voice and make a new start 
in accordance with his teachings. Jesus, too, must have heard 

of what was going on, and something prompted him to make 
that journey himself. How much did he know of the mission 
ahead of him? Experiencing God his Father so deeply in  
prayer, did he know fully who he was? And if he did, when 
was that discovery made? After all, God becoming fully  
human for us meant that he would share our human journey 
of self-discovery—love discovering love, life learning how to 
live—in that humble home of Nazareth, and all of this from 
Mary and Joseph, and from their neighbours and friends. 
Today, St Luke presents Our Lord's Baptism as the final piece 
of the jigsaw in this journey of self-discovery. For Luke, there 
was no word of recognition, as yet, from John the Baptist. 
Nor yet were the crowds amazed by any voice from Heaven. 
Jesus's Baptism is reported not unlike any other in the Jordan 
that day. What was unique is what happened next. 
After his Baptism, Jesus went off, as he so often did, to spend 
a while in prayer. And in the silence of that prayer, a  
wonderful thing occurred. Suddenly he was aware of Heaven 
itself thrown open—a dove revealing the Spirit, the Breath of 
God, breathing upon him—and he heard the voice of the  
Father addressed personally to him: "You are my Son, the 
Beloved; my favour rests on you." 
Now, at last, Jesus's mission became clear. Now, in that  
moment of prayer and submission to the will of God, the 
means of our Salvation began to unfold. The Child of  
Bethlehem is become everything our God had planned for 
him—the Saviour of the World. 
So Baptism was, for Jesus, a great and new beginning—and 
so it should be for us, too. Each one of us, created in the  
image and likeness of God, united in Baptism with Jesus  
himself and sharing in the one bread and one cup which is his 
living presence in our hearts today—each one of us is called 
to respond in prayer and in trust to God's gift of himself. And 
if we do, God's plan will come to fruition in us, as certainly as 
it did in Christ. 
So let us pray for a spirit of renewal in our lives as Baptised 
Christians. Let us pray, as Jesus did, and discover who we  
truly are—each one of us a beloved Child of God, with a 
unique role to play in this great but wounded world. 

ADVENT CHALLENGE! 
CHALLENGE ALMOST MET! Our target to raise £1,545.00, in 
support of CAFOD and Mary’s Meals has now almost been met. 
Thanks to your generosity, we have already sent off  £795 to 
provide school meals for a year to 50 needy children (match-
funded to 100) in the many poverty-stricken and war-torn 
countries in which Mary’s Meals operate. The further £750 
will provide a life-saving community water supply to a village in 
the developing world. 

HOLY COMMUNION at HOME 
Would you, or a housebound relative or friend, like Holy Com-
munion to be brought to you at home by one of our dedicated 
team of Eucharistic Ministers? Please contact the Parish Office. 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMMES 
Baptisms: Baptisms will resume later this month. Families 
will be contacted by Pam to arrange classes in preparation—
but do, please, remain engaged with the parish by regular 
Mass attendance (or at least by attending online). 
First Communion Programme—Our new programme is now  
underway. Please maintain a regular involvement in our Masses! 
Presentation of certificates (which will take place during 
Mass) for our last two cohorts will be arranged initially 
through the schools, with special arrangements to be made 
for the children who are not in our parish schools.         

PRAYER REQUESTS                                   
Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 
The sick: Michael, Katarina, Michaela, Evelyn, Caroline, Tony, 
Maureen, Bridie, Maureen, Peggy, Tom & Bridget, Peter, Rifa, Barba-
ra, Rosa Maria (baby), Edna, Linda, Fr Peter CSSP, Ann-Marie, Liz, 
Stephen, Elizabeth, Irene, Shane, Sidney, Margaret, Carole, Marjorie, 
Geoff, Anne, Paulina, Agnes, Alan, Margaret, Peter, Ann, Paul, Allan, 
Keith, Gwyneth, Joan, Karen, Kenneth, Patrick, Kathleen, Pat, 
Doreen, Helen, Bridget, Sara, Tara, Mary, Carole, Phil, Sarah, Alan 
and Mary, Molly, Anne, Patrick, David, Peter, Kevin, Helen, Lynn, 
Pam and Derek, Pauline, Shannon, John, Chris, Ann, Patrick, Clifford, 
Mrs Wood, Frances, Marian, Bridget, Iris, Pauline, Sharon, Fr Mullin, 
John, Joan, Paul, Peter, Maureen, Pat, Patrick, David, Sister 
Maureen, Yvonne, Terry, Betty, Betty, Kathleen, Colette, Stanley, 
Win, Catherine, James, Alan, Betty, Evelyn, Elizabeth, Anne, Mary, 
Joan, Amanda, Pat, Billy, David, Evie, Mary, Chamari, Sheila, Monica, 
Clare, John, Eileen, Kathleen, Joyce, Margaret, Christine, Jean, Mar-
garet, Deborah, Patrick, Fr Connelly, Jean, Vincent, Maureen, Elea-
nor, Margaret, Robert, Ken, Catorina, Michaela, Tony, Elaine, Ellen, 
Glenes, Caroline, Lynne, Joe, Jackie, Gemma, Sheila, Martin, Joanne, 
John, Joan, Janice, Bill, John, Kenneth, Vera, Lilly, Gerald, May, 
Louise, Matthew, Evelyn, Margaret, Anthony, Debbie, Mary, Peter, 
Theresa, Sylvia, Maureen, Johnny, Robin and Steven, Nicola, Don, 
Nijole, Ken, Stephen, Mildred. 
Lately Dead: May Prendergast, Sr Norbert Sorohan FMSJ, Carole 
Doyle, Carol Loates, Colm & Maureen Cronin, Moira Bennett, Annie 
Laus, Arthur Labinjo-Hughes, Sheila Devlin. 
Anniversaries: Mary Ferm, Betty Fegan, Angeles Reynalda, Sheila 
Hazeldine (Birthday Anniversary), Tom Wilde (Birthday Anniversary), 
Hugh Tipton, Audrey Crompton, Barbara Cooper, Susannah Costello, 
Elaine Murphy, Margaret Galbraith, Molly Maher, Steve Unitt, Bill 
Finn. 
Remembrance: Brian & Martin Platt, Sean Fanning, Baby Gabriel Pres-
ton, Hilda & Clifford Eyres, Maureen & James Yellop, Mary & Michael 
Lambert, Mary Griffiths, Gerard & Herbert Nicholls, Annie & Fred 
Whittaker, Winifred & Bill Hampton, Violet Freeman, Monica & John 
Potter, Barbara, Eileen & Harry Banks, Ferm Sewell & Curran families. 
We also pray: for Maria, Mass Bouquets for Jean (100th Birthday), 
Jane & Neill, Susan & Derrick, for the Ward and Devlin families, for 
Lyndsay, for migrants, for the people of Afghanistan, for peace all 
around the world, and for an end to racism in all its forms. We pray 
for the Syro-Malabar community, for each of our schools, and for 
our Sacramental Programme families. We pray for all world leaders, 
for God’s guidance and support throughout the Covid-19 crisis and 
for all those suffering from the disease, for the housebound and 
those in hospital, nursing and residential homes, for NHS and Care 
Home workers and for a number of special intentions.  

Services usually held at: Holy Cross, Patricroft and St Mary’s, Eccles 
Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricroft, M30 8QD 



                               PARISH CONTACT DETAILS  (Please note that email addresses below can NOT be clicked as links) 
Parish Priest:  Fr Martin A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     martin.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 
Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Facebook: @ourparishcommunity 
Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other times 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Halls Hire:  Enquiries to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839  
 Email:  hall1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 

Stay with us, Lord, on our Journey 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES from NEXT WEEK 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  6.00pm at Holy Cross 
Sunday Morning:   9.30am at Holy Cross 
    11.15am at Holy Cross 

Children’s Liturgies are currently suspended 
Refreshments after Masses are also currently suspended 

Weekdays:   See Calendar below 
Holydays:    As announced beforehand 

Holy Cross RC Church  
370 Liverpool Road  
Patricroft   
M30 8QD   

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Tara Higgins/Ged Dale 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Mary’s:     0161 789 4532 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Confessions currently available, 11.10-11.45am on Saturdays 

in the Parish Meeting Room at Holy Cross (not the Confessional). 
Please be guided by the stewards 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptism. 

Please refer to the website for further information 

SEEKING BAPTISM for your CHILD? 
The Canon Law of the Church instructs us that children 
should be Baptised “in the first few weeks” after birth (Canon 
867), suggesting that parents make the preparations perhaps 
even before the child is born. Sadly, modern custom has  
increasingly ignored this, and parents hurriedly seek to get 
their children Baptised to support their application to a  
Catholic school, sometimes considering it so urgent that they 
are upset to hear that time in preparation should be needed 
at all. Even apart from considering the child’s spiritual life, 
Covid showed a fundamental flaw in the modern custom 
when some children were denied places in schools simply 
because the last minute applications could not be fulfilled. 
Might this provide some food for thought? 

LOOKING for a place in a CATHOLIC SCHOOL? 
When applying for a primary school place for your child, 
please ensure you nominate three Catholic schools. If you 
only name the school nearest where you live and it does not 
have room, then without another Catholic school as your  
second choice your child will most likely be allocated a place 
in the nearest State school, and this is never easy to rectify 
afterwards. Our three excellent parish primary schools are 
Holy Cross and All Saints, St Gilbert’s and St Mary’s. 

CYCLE of PRAYER 
This week we pray, throughout the Diocese,  
for the people of the parish of St Chad and for the  
Oratorian Fathers and brothers who serve them. We pray 
for their ministry at the North Manchester General Hospital 
and Her Majesty’s Prison Manchester, and for their  
parish primary school. May God’s favour rest on them. 

St Mary’s RC Church 
Oxford Street 
Eccles 
M30 0LU 

LOAVES AND FISHES 
Thank you for your amazing response to the “Gifts for teens”  
appeal. Through your generosity, the parish was able to donate 
well over 60 gifts for teenagers in our community. A picture has 
been placed on the Loaves and Fishes noticeboard in the corner at 
the back of church. Do, please, take a look! (A big thank you also 
to  Claire for co-ordinating this appeal). Our collection of non-
perishable foodstuffs is ongoing—special thanks here to the Syro-
Malabar community for a huge donation of food last week. 

COLLECTIONS 
Last week’s collection in church totalled £325.78. Thank you 
also to all who donate online, by Standing Order and via the 
contactless device  at the back of church. 

Calendar for This Week—Church Opening in Red 
        Saturday 8th Jan: 6.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Vigil Mass for Sunday) (Livestreamed) 
            Sunday 9th:   9.30am Mass at Holy Cross 

   11.15am Mass at Holy Cross 
              Monday 10th: Sorry, no Mass on Mondays  

            Tuesday 11th: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) 

       7.00pm Reception Service for Sheila Devlin. May she rest in peace 
    Wednesday 12th: 11.00am Funeral Mass at Holy Cross for Sheila Devlin (Livestreamed) 

    Thursday 13th: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) 

       7.00pm Churches Together in Eccles Meeting (for Church Reps) at Holy Cross Church 
    Friday 14th:  12.30pm Funeral Service at Holy Cross for Carole Doyle. May she rest in peace 
       7.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) following a Holy Hour from 6.00pm  
           Saturday 15th: 12 noon Mass at Holy Cross following a Holy Hour from 11.00am (Livestreamed) 

6.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Vigil Mass for Sunday) (Livestreamed) 
This Mass will continue to be available on the Sunday Mass page of our website on Sunday and throughout the week, and on our 
Facebook Page. It can also viewed live and during the week on our YouTube channel. 

All Services at St Mary’s are 
suspended during the  

renovation works 

https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.mygivinghub.com/detailed/donate?charity_id=1086324&type=2&reference=S07&amount=
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/live/last-sunday-s-mass
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRbsD6B1cg7beD8NWwaCOLg

