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THE LONG AWAITED BRIDEGROOM 

T he people of Israel are used to being compared to a bride, 
chosen for marriage to God himself. It is a recurrent 

theme in the prophets and the Psalms, and marks the special 
love which God has for them, his chosen people. The image 
brings with it the promise of a new name—just as a bride so 
often takes a new name from her husband when she  
becomes one with him, so Israel looks forward to a name 
which will describe the people’s joy at their marriage to the 
Lord, a joy to replace the sorrow which has often seemed to 
surround them. In today's First Reading from Isaiah, the  
people feel rejected—nothing seems to be going their way, 
and they wonder if God has forsaken them. But Isaiah fills 
them with new hope—God, the Bridegroom is about to give 
them a new name, and all their sorrow will melt away. They will 
be called "my delight" and their land "married". But when, 
and how, will all this come to pass? Whilst the people of Isaiah's 
day would experience parts of that promise being fulfilled, the 
completion would have to wait for Jesus, the Christ. 

And so we come to today's Gospel Reading. Jesus appears 
merely as a guest at this wedding, in the town of Cana, but 
for Israel—and for us—he is so much more. In the  
embarrassment of the moment, when the wine runs out 
whilst the long celebration is still under way, Mary calls on 
her son to intervene. He protests, briefly, that his “time has 
not yet come,” but ultimately God's Truth will be revealed. 
"Do whatever he tells you," she instructs the servants. 

Now the water is changed to wine; now the embarrassment 
gives way to rich plenty—and now a deeper truth is revealed. By 
calling upon God, more than could have been anticipated was 
received—not just enough, but plenty; not just good enough, 
but the very best. The steward is surprised, but complements 
the bridegroom on the excellent wine he has provided at the last 
minute. Yet the real complement was due to a different  
bridegroom. Jesus may only be in Cana as a guest, but his presence 
in Israel and in the world is the true Bridegroom, long awaited, 
and long promised, through Isaiah and all the prophets of old. 
Today, whilst for us the great Christmas season is over, we still 
display the Crib in church as a reminder to us that God has  
truly visited his people. This will remain until the final “infancy” 
Feast of our Lord which we celebrate on February 2nd, the 
Feast of his Presentation in the Temple. Reminding ourselves, 
then, that God has come, can we find it within our own hearts 
truly to trust in him? If only we can, we can be certain that he 
will provide for us more than we can ask or even dream. Let us 
pledge our trust in him, and await his love in our day too. 

PEACE SUNDAY 
Led by Pope Francis, we pray today for dialogue between 
Generations, Education, and Work: Tools for Building Lasting 
Peace. See the Pope’s full message HERE. 

CHURCH UNITY SERVICE NEXT SUNDAY 
Next Sunday afternoon at 3.00pm the annual Church Unity 
Service will take place at St Andrew’s Church, Chadwick Rd, 
Eccles, M30 0NZ. Once again we will be leading the music. 
(Sorry, Choir, I’ve forgotten to ask you until now!!) Any  
singers who would like to join the choir for this occasion, 
(from here of from other member churches) are asked to 
gather at 1.30pm for a single rehearsal. Then, please, let’s 
see this parish of St John Paul II well represented at 3pm, for 
this great coming together of all the Christians of our area! 

ADVENT CHALLENGE 
CHALLENGE NOW EXCEEDED! Thank you all and thank you to 
our primary schools for their support too. Full details next week. 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMMES 
Baptisms: Baptisms will resume this week. Families will be 
contacted by Pam, who has now taken over this role from Sr 
Jenny after her many years of faithful service to our Baptism 
families, to arrange classes in preparation—but do, please, 
remain engaged with the parish by regular Mass attendance 
(or at least by attending online). 
First Communion Programme—Our new programme is now  
underway. Again, please maintain a regular involvement in our 
Masses! Here the children can grow, with your help, into that real 
sense of belonging to a community—a “Communion” of God’s 
family, which makes Holy Communion itself so much more mean-
ingful when the special day comes. Thank you for your support! 
Presentation of certificates. This will be followed up in the 
next couple of weeks, so please watch this space!        

COLLECTIONS 
Last week’s collection in church totalled £615.59. Thank you 
also to all who donate online, by Standing Order and via the 
contactless device  at the back of church. 

PRAYER REQUESTS                                   
Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 
The sick: Michael, Katarina, Michaela, Evelyn, Caroline, Tony, 
Maureen, Bridie, Maureen, Peggy, Tom & Bridget, Peter, Rifa, Bar-
bara, baby Rosa, Edna, Linda, Fr Peter CSSP, Ann-Marie, Liz, Ste-
phen, Elizabeth, Irene, Shane, Sidney, Margaret, Carole, Marjorie, 
Geoff, Anne, Agnes, Alan, Margaret, Peter, Ann, Paul, Allan, Keith, 
Gwyneth, Joan, Karen, Kenneth, Patrick, Kathleen, Pat, Doreen, 
Helen, Bridget, Sara, Mary, Carole, Phil, Sarah, Alan and Mary, 
Molly, Anne, Patrick, David, Peter, Kevin, Helen, Lynn, Pam and 
Derek, Pauline, Shannon, John, Chris, Ann, Patrick, Clifford, Mrs 
Wood, Frances, Marian, Bridget, Iris, Pauline, Sharon, Fr Mullin, 
John, Joan, Paul, Peter, Maureen, Pat, Patrick, David, Sister 
Maureen, Yvonne, Terry, Betty, Betty, Kathleen, Colette, Stanley, 
Win, Catherine, James, Alan, Betty, Evelyn, Elizabeth, Anne, Mary, 
Joan, Amanda, Pat, Billy, David, Evie, Mary, Chamari, Sheila, Mon-
ica, Clare, John, Eileen, Kathleen, Joyce, Margaret, Christine, Jean, 
Margaret, Deborah, Patrick, Fr Connelly, Jean, Vincent, Maureen, 
Eleanor, Margaret, Robert, Ken, Catorina, Michaela, Tony, Elaine, 
Ellen, Glenes, Caroline, Lynne, Joe, Jackie, Gemma, Sheila, Martin, 
Joanne, John, Joan, Janice, Bill, John, Kenneth, Vera, Lilly, Gerald, 
May, Louise, Matthew, Evelyn, Margaret, Anthony, Debbie, Mary, 
Peter, Theresa, Sylvia, Maureen, Johnny, Robin and Steven, Nicola, 
Don, Nijole, Ken, Stephen, Mildred. 
Lately Dead: Brendan Costello, Fr Anthony Petty, May Prendergast, 
Sr Norbert Sorohan FMSJ, Carole Doyle, Carol Loates, Colm & 
Maureen Cronin, Sheila Devlin. 
Anniversaries: Aidan & Michael Stafford, Michael Lavin, Elizabeth 
Tighe, Tom Roddy, Eileen Greenhalgh, Mary Ferm, Betty Fegan, 
Angeles Reynalda, Sheila Hazeldine (Birthday Anniversary), Tom 
Wilde (Birthday Anniversary), Hugh Tipton, Audrey Crompton, 
Barbara Cooper, Susannah Costello, Elaine Murphy, Margaret Gal-
braith. 
Remembrance: Brian & Martin Platt, Sean Fanning, Baby Gabriel 
Preston, Hilda & Clifford Eyres, Maureen & James Yellop, Mary & 
Michael Lambert, Mary Griffiths, Gerard & Herbert Nicholls, Annie 
& Fred Whittaker, Ferm Sewell & Curran families. 
We also pray: for Maria, Mass Bouquets for Jean (100th Birthday), 
Jane & Neill, Susan & Derrick, for migrants, for the people of Af-
ghanistan, for peace all around the world, and for an end to racism 
in all its forms. We pray for the Syro-Malabar community, for each 
of our schools, and for our Sacramental Programme families. We 
pray for all world leaders, for God’s guidance and support 
throughout the Covid-19 crisis and for all those suffering from the 
disease, for the housebound and those in hospital, nursing and 
residential homes, for NHS and Care Home workers and for a num-
ber of special intentions.  

Services usually held at: Holy Cross, Patricroft and St Mary’s, Eccles 
Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricroft, M30 8QD 

https://paxchristi.org.uk/wp/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/World-Peace-Message.pdf
https://www.mygivinghub.com/detailed/donate?charity_id=1086324&type=2&reference=S07&amount=


                               PARISH CONTACT DETAILS  (Please note that email addresses below can NOT be clicked as links) 
Parish Priest:  Fr Martin A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     martin.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 
Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Facebook: @ourparishcommunity 
Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other times 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Halls Hire:  Enquiries to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839  
 Email:  hall1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 

Stay with us, Lord, on our Journey 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES from NEXT WEEK 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  6.00pm at Holy Cross 
Sunday Morning:   9.30am at Holy Cross 
    11.15am at Holy Cross 

Children’s Liturgies are currently suspended 
Refreshments after Masses are also currently suspended 

Weekdays:   See Calendar below 
Holydays:    As announced beforehand 

Holy Cross RC Church  
370 Liverpool Road  
Patricroft   
M30 8QD   

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Tara Higgins/Ged Dale 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Mary’s:     0161 789 4532 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Confessions currently available, 11.10-11.45am on Saturdays 

in the Parish Meeting Room at Holy Cross (not the Confessional). 
Please be guided by the stewards 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptism. 

Please refer to the website for further information 

 CYCLE of PRAYER 
This week we pray, throughout the Diocese,  
for the people of the parish of St Patrick, Manchester, and 
for Fr Jim Clarke, their parish priest. We pray for St  
Joseph’s Mission to the Deaf, for the Sisters of Our Lady of 
Evron, for the Presentation Sisters, and for the Missionaries 
of Charity Brothers, as well as the parish primary schools. 
May they use the gifts the Holy Spirit has given them for 
the building up of God’s Kingdom.  

St Mary’s RC Church 
Oxford Street 
Eccles 
M30 0LU 

Calendar for This Week—Church Opening in Red 
        Saturday 15th Jan: 6.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Vigil Mass for Sunday) (Livestreamed) 
            Sunday 16th:  9.30am Mass at Holy Cross 

   11.15am Mass at Holy Cross 
              Monday 17th: Sorry, no Mass on Mondays  
            Tuesday 18th: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) 
       7.00pm Hope in the Future Committee meeting, in person or (mainly) by Zoom 
    Wednesday 19th: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) 
    Thursday 20th: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) 
    Friday 21st:  7.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) following a Holy Hour from 6.00pm  
           Saturday 22nd: 12 noon Mass at Holy Cross following a Holy Hour from 11.00am (Livestreamed) 

6.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Vigil Mass for Sunday) (Livestreamed) 
This Mass will continue to be available on the Sunday Mass page of our website on Sunday and throughout the week, and on 
our Facebook Page. It can also viewed live and during the week on our YouTube channel. 

All Services at St Mary’s are 
suspended during the  

renovation works 

THE UNIVERSAL SYNOD 
Pope Francis has called a Universal Synod which is taking 
place in every Catholic diocese across the world. The Synod 
is themed: “For a Synodal Church: Communion, Participation, 
and Mission”. We want to hear from as many people as possible, 
those involved in the church and those who are not. You can 
take part by completing an online submission, following this link:  
www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/3D3FXJ2. There is also a Synod 
Survey for Young People, which can be found here: https://
forms.gle/AvnoZoK8FpyscL4Q9. Please share these links 
with family and friends. We have until 1st March 2022 to 
make our submissions then, after national and continental 
gatherings, the Synod of Bishops will gather in Rome in 
2023 to reflect on what has been heard. Please remember 
the Synod in your prayers. Your contribution is invaluable 
and will make a considerable difference to the future of the 
Church in our diocese and across the world. 

THE SYNOD PRAYER 
Known as the “Adsumus” prayer from its first line in Latin: 

“Adsumus Sancte Spiritus” 

We stand before You, Holy Spirit, 
as we gather together in Your name. 

With You alone to guide us, 
make Yourself at home in our hearts; 

Teach us the way we must go 
and how we are to pursue it. 

We are weak and sinful; 
do not let us promote disorder. 

Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path 
nor partiality influence our actions. 

Let us find in You our unity 
so that we may journey together to eternal life 

and not stray from the way of truth 
and what is right. 

All this we ask of You, 
who are at work in every place and time, 

in the communion of the Father and the Son, 
forever and ever. 

Amen.  

https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/live/last-sunday-s-mass
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRbsD6B1cg7beD8NWwaCOLg
http://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/3D3FXJ2
https://forms.gle/AvnoZoK8FpyscL4Q9
https://forms.gle/AvnoZoK8FpyscL4Q9

