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PASTORAL LETTER from BISHOP JOHN 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
In the first place, I would like to wish you all a Hope-filled, happier 
and healthier New Year; one in which we may rise to the challenges 
and opportunities of our response to the pandemic, renewing 
those Gospel values which will make us more attentive to the 
needs of our brothers and sisters, our global family, and care for 
our common home. I do believe that there are important choices 
to be considered, in which we will all have our part to play. Today, 
I am writing to you about two important, and connected, matters.  
The final Sunday of this month, January 31st, is dedicated, in this 
Diocese, to the work of Caritas Diocese of Salford. You may well 
be familiar with at least some of the wide range of work and pro-
jects that are undertaken by Caritas. Its whole focus of activity is 
the commitment of putting Faith into action by responding to 
emergencies, helping people to transform their lives and emerge 
from poverty in all its forms, and advocating change in our society 

so that everyone may live with dignity, in a sustainable way. 
There is much work to be done. While we live in the sixth 
wealthiest nation, the statistics indicate that all too many  
people are not included in this prosperity. For example, there 
are 70-80 people sleeping on the streets in central Manchester 
every night, while many families are in inadequate and temporary 
housing, vulnerable to eviction. A recent government  
survey estimated that over one million people in this country 
are isolated and alone, even before the pandemic arrived.  
Isolation and loneliness lead to depression and mental illness. 
Even the increasing adoption of the real living wage still means 
that many families, even where the adults are employed, do 
not have adequate resources to provide healthy food for their 
children. All too many people are marginalised as if, as Pope 
Francis says, they have been “thrown away” 
Our Faith has a very practical priority. We are asked to love our 
neighbours as ourselves and that love must include a constant 
care for the well-being of others. There should be no need for 
foodbanks and night shelters but, while ever there is the need, 
we as Christians must strive to provide them. 
The Covid pandemic has caused so much more poverty, un-
employment, and distress but I believe that we have every 
good reason to be proud of the work of Caritas and its diverse  
engagement in the social problems of our times. Caritas has 
been able, because of your generosity, to continue its services 
throughout this difficult time. Thank you for all that you have 
done, by generous giving and volunteering, to make Caritas all 
that it is today. I can only ask that this good work is enabled to 
continue so that no-one is beyond reach and no-one is marginal-
ised or left behind. Your gift in the retiring collection on  
Caritas Sunday is even more important in these difficult times. 
My second reason for writing to you concerns our preparation for 
the future. Since my arrival in Salford, in 2014, we have carried 
out a re-structuring of parishes which has been mainly due to the 
reduction in the number of priests, and the diminishing of large 
Catholic communities. Now we must look carefully at the way we 
must expect our parishes to flourish in the increasing secularis-
ation of the times in which we live. Given the disruption to parish 
life over the last year, we have also to consider carefully how best 
we organise our sacramental programmes and the preparation 
and celebration of Baptisms, First Reconciliation, First Holy  
Communion and Confirmation during these days of pandemic. 
I have asked Fr Paul Daly, the Episcopal Vicar for Formation, to 
extend his role, both in planning for our immediate needs in 
sacramental provision and for developing our various adult 
formation programmes which will be essential in our “Journey 
to 2030” when our parishes will need to function in a very 
different way. Parishes will need to be increasingly reliant on 
the contribution of their parishioners in many and diverse 
ways. Fr Paul has agreed to relinquish his role as parish priest 
so as to be more available to assist others in developing parish 
formation. I am very grateful to him for his readiness to  
undertake this extended role which is initially intended for one 
year but may be extended according to need. Fr Paul will be 
working from Cathedral Centre and visiting parishes. 
Despite the advent of vaccines, this time of pandemic will be 
with us for some time to come. Even with the gloom, anxiety, 
and frustration of living through these days, I am optimistic 
that we can set ourselves a new road, with better priorities for 
our Church and our nation and our world. I believe that much 
good can be achieved and we must remain adamant in our 
prayer, as we ask: “Stay with us, Lord, on our Journey”. 
With my best wishes for all that lies ahead in this New Year and 
my thanks for all that is being achieved through your goodness 
and generosity. 
+John Arnold 
Bishop of Salford  

PRAYER REQUESTS                                   
Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 

The sick: Peter, Joan, Karen, Kenneth, Baby Patrick, Kathleen, 
Pat, Maura, Doreen, Helen, Shirley, Bridget, Sara, Chamina, 
Tara, Mary, Carole, Phil, Carol, Sarah, John, Vincent de Paul, 
Alan and Mary, Molly, Anne, Patrick, David, Peter, Kevin, Hel-
en, Lynn, Pam and Derek, Pauline, Shannon, John, Chris, Ann, 
Patrick, Clifford, Mrs Wood, Frances, Marian, Bridget, Iris, 
Pauline, Sharon, Fr Mullin, John, Joan, Paul, Peter, Maureen, 
Pat, Patrick, David, Sister Maureen, Yvonne, Terry, Betty, 
Betty, Kathleen, Colette, Stanley, Win, Catherine, James, 
Alan, Betty, Evelyn, Elizabeth, Anne, Mary, Joan, Amanda, 
Pat, Billy, David, Evie, Mary, Chamari, Sheila, Monica, Clare, 
John, Eileen, Kathleen, Joyce, Margaret, Christine, Jean, Mar-
garet, Deborah, Patrick, Fr Connelly, Jean, Vincent, Maureen, 
Eleanor, Margaret, Robert, Ken, Catorina, Michaela, Tony, 
Bernard, Elaine, Ellen, Glenes, Sheila, Caroline, Lynne, Joe, 
Jackie, Gemma, Sheila, Martin, Joanne, John, Joan, Janice, 
Bill, John, Kenneth, Vera, Lilly, Gerald, May, Louise, Matthew, 
Evelyn, Margaret, Anthony, Debbie, Mary, Peter, Theresa, 
Sylvia, Maureen, Johnny, Robin and Steven, Sister Regina, 
Nicola, Paul, Nijole, Ken, Stephen, Arthur, Kevin. 

Lately Dead: Baby Archie, Colette Flynn, Tom Shiggins, Katie 
Ryan, Mrs Alekutty Mathew, Tommy McDonagh, Monica 
Johnson, Mary Fagan. 

Anniversaries: Kath Kitson, Elizabeth Tighe, Tom Roddy, Wil-
liam and Lilian Hindley, Ann Geeney, Winifred Morbey, Agnes 
McCarthy, Lawrence Malone, Mary Ferm, John McGahran 
(Birthday Anniversary), Sushannah Costello, Audrey Cromp-
ton, Sheila Hazelding (Birthday Anniversary), Steve Unitt. 

Remembrance: Charles, Agnes and Ann Geeney, Marie 
Payne, Baby Gabriel Preston, Gerard and Herbert Nicholls, 
Mary and George Sewell, Annie and Fred Whittaker, Barbara, 
Eileen and Harry Banks, Ferm and Pelosi families. 

We also pray on this Peace Sunday: for true peace in our 
world, for Sister Sara Dever FMSJ (Diamond Jubilee), for an 
end to racism in all its forms and for our schools. We pray for 
world leaders, for God’s guidance and support throughout 
the Covid-19 crisis and for all those suffering from the dis-
ease, for the housebound and those in hospital, nursing and 
residential homes, for NHS and Care Home workers and for a 
number of special intentions.  

Services usually held at: Holy Cross, Patricroft and St Mary’s, Eccles 
Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricroft, M30 8QD 



                               PARISH CONTACT DETAILS  (Please note that email addresses below can NOT be clicked as links) 
Parish Priest:  Fr Martin A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     martin.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 
Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Facebook: @ourparishcommunity 
Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other times 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Halls Hire:  Enquiries to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839  
 Email:  hall1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 

Stay with us, Lord, on our Journey 

CURRENT SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  5.00pm at Holy Cross 
Sunday Morning:   9.30 and 11.15 am at Holy Cross 

also available online. See details below 
Children’s Liturgies are currently suspended 

Refreshments after Masses are also currently suspended 
Weekdays:   See Weekday Calendar below 
Holydays:    As announced beforehand 

Holy Cross RC Church  
370 Liverpool Road  
Patricroft   
M30 8QD   

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Katrina Foster/Tara Higgins/Ged Dale 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Mary’s:     0161 789 4532 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
    Confessions are currently only available 

by prior arrangement 
and out of doors as Fr Martin cannot meet you face to face 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptism. 

Please refer to the website for further information 

HOLY CROSS CURRENTLY STAYING OPEN 
Under the present lockdown, places of worship have been 
allowed to stay open. This is for two reasons—firstly because it 
has been demonstrated that we can create a safe environment, 
and secondly because they provide what is now recognised 
as an essential service. However, there are many other  
factors to consider, which have led to several churches 
choosing to close for the time being. This can range from the 
size and “airiness” of the building to the age and vulnerability 
of the available stewards or of those who normally attend. In 
this parish of St John Paul II we believe that we are still able 
to create a safe environment and are therefore, for the time 
being at least, remaining open. However, we ask you please 
to help us stay safe. The lockdown is prompted by the proven 
dangers of people mixing with one another, and we MUST 
NOT provide the opportunity for this. Stewards will remind 
you that there is to be no interaction between people of 
different households/bubbles either inside or outside the 
church. Any conversation with stewards must be kept as brief 
as possible and only be related to the essentials of your visit. If 
you require any information, please phone or email. Please help 
us to stay open safely. Thank you all for your understanding. 

CHRISTMAS CRIB 
For this year, we are following the lesser-known tradition of 
keeping the Crib in place until 2nd February, the Feast of the 
Presentation. So no, we haven’t forgotten to take it down! 

              16th/17th January 2021  
This week we pray for: the intentions of the 
parishioners of St. Patrick, Rochdale, and St Mary of the  
Annunciation, Littleborough, and for Fr Robert Lasia, their 
parish priest. We pray for their parish primary schools, for 
the patients, staff and chaplaincy at the Rochdale Infirmary, 
as well as those imprisoned at Buckley Hall, their staff and 
chaplaincy. May their life and mission draw others to Christ.  

St Mary’s RC Church 
Oxford Street 
Eccles 
M30 0LU 

Calendar for this Week—Church Opening in Red 
Saturday 16th Jan: 5.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Vigil Mass for Sunday) (Livestreamed) 
Sunday 17th:           9.30am Mass at Holy Cross   (Recording available from 9.00am Sunday)) 

   11.15am Mass at Holy Cross 
Monday 18th: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) 
Tuesday 19th: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) 

       Wednesday 20th: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) 

Thursday 21st: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) 
Friday 22nd:  7.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) following a Holy Hour from 6.00pm  

Saturday 23rd: Daytime Mass at 12 Noon behind closed doors following a Holy Hour from 11.00am (Livestreamed ONLY)  

5.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Vigil Mass for Sunday) (Livestreamed) 
A higher quality video of the recording of the Saturday Vigil Masses will be available on our YouTube channel, and on the Live 
page of our website from 9.00am the following morning. 

St MARY’S HEATING 
In spite of delays caused by the pandemic and the current  
lockdown, we hope to hold our pre-start meeting on Tuesday of 
this week, with a view to works commencing later this month. 

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY SHEET 
This week’s “Look” leaflet for your children can be found 
HERE and the “Lord’s Day at Home” sheet to accompany 
Sunday’s online Mass can be viewed and downloaded HERE. 

BAPTISMS and FIRST HOLY COMMUNIONS 
Under lockdown conditions, these will remain suspended. 

COLLECTIONS 
Last week’s collection totalled £355.21 and the “Advent  
Challenge” has reached a final total of £355 for gifts of water to 
the developing world. Thank you. Next week we will speak of ways 
of donating to Caritas, in accordance with the Bishop’s letter. 

https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRbsD6B1cg7beD8NWwaCOLg
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/live
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/documents/Look17Jan2021ps.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/76e219dab8653b775ba8aac4c/files/afbc466b-0ca5-4ca7-b09d-081fb3a26d5b/LDAH_Ordinary_2B.pdf

