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DISCOVERING WHO WE ARE 
T oday's Gospel takes us to the start of Our Lord's public ministry. 

After his experience in the wilderness, receiving John's baptism 
and working through the time of temptation and trial, he returns 
home filled with the strength of the Holy Spirit, preaching and 
teaching along the way. His words and ways are different from the 
countless wandering preachers who have gone before. There is a 
power to his message that compels a response, even from the sick 
and the possessed. His words bring healing and hope where there 
was none before. And his reputation begins to go before him. 

Now comes perhaps the hardest task he has faced so far. He  
arrives back home, to the familiar faces amongst whom he has 
grown up. The carpenter would be welcomed home with joy, and 
much excitement would abound at the stories that preceded his 
arrival. Now, he enters the synagogue, and the officials invite him 
to speak. What passage will he read? What message will he bring 
home to his family and friends of old? The Prophet Isaiah is the 
choice for the day, and Jesus carefully picks a passage about the 
Messiah to whom the people all look forward. 
The reaction? We must wait and see. For the time being, his 
townsfolk listen intently to find what their local carpenter has 

become. Are the stories they have heard true? Does he indeed 
have a great power from God that they can claim for their own 
and declare before the world: "We taught him all he knows?" 
The final result we will hear in next week's Gospel, as the  
people realise that, to recognise fully who Jesus is become, will  
demand that they be open to change themselves. They must come 
to terms with who they are too, and recognise God's call to each 
one of them. Then the fullness of Christ will be theirs—no more the 
mender of wood, but the mender of lives. 
If we would receive the fullness of Christ, we too must find our place 
in God's plan—and for each of us it is unique. St Paul in today's  
Second Reading compares the call of the Christian to being a vital part of 
a "body," which is Christ today. Some parts will have high profile tasks to 
perform, yet others are just as essential if the body is to function. 
So, what is our role? Who are we in the Body of Christ today? 
What will be the role of our Sacramental Programme children in 
the years to come? Let us all pray for the grace of real   
self-discovery, for the willingness to accept the challenge and to 
become, truly, the People of God, chosen and sent by Him. 

SUNDAY OF THE WORD 
This Third Sunday in Ordinary Time was instituted by Pope Francis in 
2019 as a day given over to the Word of God. As Jesus in the Gospel 
holds the attention of his hearers, reading the Word to them, so we 
are called to find and celebrate the importance of the Word in our 
lives and in our families. Do we read the Bible at home? Do we rec-
ognise the significance when we stand to greet the Gospel at our 
Masses in church? Do we give God’s Word the chance to speak 
within us? Perhaps this would be a good day to re-dedicate our-
selves to that Word, which became flesh for us, died and rose again. 

CHURCH UNITY SERVICE THIS AFTERNOON... 
...3.00pm at St Andrew’s Church, Chadwick Rd, Eccles, M30 0NZ. Any 
singers who would like to help lead the music are welcome to come along 
at 1.30pm to rehearse. (But please ensure you have a negative Lateral 
Flow test before coming to sing, thank you). Then let’s see our parish of St 
John Paul II well represented at 3pm, for this great coming together of all 
the Christians of our area, in celebration of Christian Unity Week. 

HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY 
This Thursday, 27th January, marks Holocaust Memorial Day. To 
help us pray and reflect, the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust has 
compiled a wealth of resources. To access these, please  
visit https://www.hmd.org.uk/resources/. 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMMES 
Baptisms: Please pray for Francesca, who was Baptised this week. 
First Communion Programme—Great to see you at Mass! 
Presentation of certificates. Beginning this weekend, this will  
continue to be followed up over the next few of weeks. 

PARISH HALF-DAY OF RECOLLECTION 
On Saturday 19th February, from 10.00am to 1.00pm, we will be 
holding a half-day of recollection, in St Mary’s Church Hall, to be 
led by David Wells. The theme: will be “After the virus: My faith, 
my life, my neighbour”—considering why “normal” might not be 
where we go next! Join us for a light-hearted and reflective look at 
the lessons of the last two years. Admission £7.00—please book 
your place by phoning the parish office. 

CALLING PARENTS/CARERS OF Y7 CHILDREN 
Your child will be eligible to receive the Sacrament of  
Confirmation when they are in year 8. In anticipation of their 
preparation, we have organised a day retreat for them. This  
retreat will be run by NET ministries and will take place at St  
Patrick’s high school, Eccles on Saturday 12 February 2022. The 
retreat will start at 10am and end with Mass for the Sunday at 
4pm. There are limited places available, which will be offered on a 
first come first served basis. To register for the retreat, please 
contact our Confirmation and Youth Ministry Coordinator, Sr Anna 
Yeo (anna.yeo @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk) or speak to Fr  
Martin. The final day for registration has passed but there are still 
place available if you respond ASAP.  

PRAYER REQUESTS                                   
Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 
The sick: Jack, Bridie, Maureen, Peggy, Tom & Bridget, Peter, Rifa, 
Barbara, baby Rosa, Edna, Linda, Fr Peter CSSP, Ann-Marie, Liz, 
Stephen, Elizabeth, Irene, Shane, Sidney, Margaret, Carole, Marjo-
rie, Geoff, Anne, Agnes, Alan, Margaret, Peter, Ann, Paul, Allan, 
Keith, Gwyneth, Karen, Kenneth, Patrick, Kathleen, Pat, Doreen, 
Helen, Bridget, Sara, Tara, Mary, Carole, Phil, Sarah, Alan and Mary, 
Molly, Anne, Patrick, David, Peter, Kevin, Helen, Lynn, Pam and 
Derek, Pauline, Shannon, John, Chris, Ann, Patrick, Clifford, Mrs 
Wood, Frances, Marian, Bridget, Iris, Pauline, Sharon, Fr Mullin, 
John, Joan, Paul, Peter, Maureen, Pat, Patrick, David, Sister 
Maureen, Yvonne, Terry, Betty, Betty, Kathleen, Colette, Stanley, 
Win, Catherine, James, Alan, Betty, Evelyn, Elizabeth, Anne, Mary, 
Joan, Amanda, Pat, Billy, David, Evie, Mary, Chamari, Sheila, Mon-
ica, Clare, John, Eileen, Kathleen, Joyce, Margaret, Christine, Jean, 
Margaret, Deborah, Patrick, Fr Connelly, Jean, Vincent, Maureen, 
Eleanor, Margaret, Robert, Ken, Catorina, Michaela, Tony, Elaine, 
Ellen, Glenes, Caroline, Lynne, Joe, Jackie, Gemma, Sheila, Martin, 
Joanne, John, Joan, Janice, Bill, John, Kenneth, Vera, Lilly, Gerald, 
May, Louise, Matthew, Evelyn, Margaret, Anthony, Debbie, Mary, 
Peter, Theresa, Sylvia, Maureen, Johnny, Robin and Steven, Nicola, 
Don, Nijole, Ken, Stephen, Mildred. 
Lately Dead: Joan Chinnery, Anne Dale, Irene Maree, Charles Clark, 
John Rabbitt, Brendan Costello, Fr Anthony Petty, May Prendergast, 
Sr Norbert Sorohan FMSJ, Carole Doyle, Carol Loates. 
Anniversaries: Winifred Moreby, Ann Geeney, Kathleen Brehony, 
Aidan & Michael Stafford, Michael Lavin, Elizabeth Tighe, Tom Rod-
dy, Eileen Greenhalgh, Mary Ferm, Betty Fegan, Angeles Reynalda, 
Sheila Hazeldine (Birthday Anniversary), Tom Wilde (Birthday Anni-
versary), Hugh Tipton. 
Remembrance: Charles and Agnes Geeney, Marie Payne, Brian & 
Martin Platt, Sean Fanning, Baby Gabriel Preston, Hilda & Clifford 
Eyres, Ferm family. 
We also pray: for Dave and Olive, celebrating their Golden Wed-
ding Anniversary, Maria, for migrants, for the people of Afghani-
stan, for peace all around the world, and for an end to racism in all 
its forms. We pray for the Syro-Malabar community, for each of 
our schools, and for our Sacramental Programme families. We pray 
for all world leaders, for God’s guidance and support throughout 
the Covid-19 crisis and for all those suffering from the disease, for 
the housebound and those in hospital, nursing and residential 
homes, for NHS and Care Home workers and for a number of spe-
cial intentions.  

Services usually held at: Holy Cross, Patricroft and St Mary’s, Eccles 
Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricroft, M30 8QD 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdioceseofsalford.us6.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D76e219dab8653b775ba8aac4c%26id%3D06901993d0%26e%3D3418234735&data=04%7C01%7Cmartin.collins%40dioceseofsalford.org.uk%7Cdd036664bc9247d
http://www.davidwellslive.com


                               PARISH CONTACT DETAILS  (Please note that email addresses below can NOT be clicked as links) 
Parish Priest:  Fr Martin A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     martin.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 
Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Facebook: @ourparishcommunity 
Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other times 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Halls Hire:  Enquiries to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839  
 Email:  hall1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 

Stay with us, Lord, on our Journey 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES from NEXT WEEK 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  6.00pm at Holy Cross 
Sunday Morning:   9.30am at Holy Cross 
    11.15am at Holy Cross 

Children’s Liturgies are currently suspended 
Refreshments after Masses are also currently suspended 

Weekdays:   See Calendar below 
Holydays:    As announced beforehand 

Holy Cross RC Church  
370 Liverpool Road  
Patricroft   
M30 8QD   

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Tara Higgins/Ged Dale 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Mary’s:     0161 789 4532 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Confessions currently available, 11.10-11.45am on Saturdays 

in the Parish Meeting Room at Holy Cross (not the Confessional). 
Please be guided by the stewards 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptism. 

Please refer to the website for further information 

AN APPEAL FOR ALTAR SERVERS 
Parents of children who have completed the First Communion 
programme and are willing to commit to regular Mass  
attendance are invited to apply to join the team of Servers. 
Please speak to Fr Martin or to Jesamine. Thank you. 

CYCLE of PRAYER 
This week we pray, throughout the Diocese,  
for the people of the parish of St Anne, Crumpsall, for its 
parishioners and for Fr David Glover, their parish priest. 
We pray for their parish primary school. May the joy of 
the Lord be their stronghold.  

St Mary’s RC Church 
Oxford Street 
Eccles 
M30 0LU 

 

 

Calendar for This Week—Church Opening in Red 
        Saturday 22nd Jan: 6.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Vigil Mass for Sunday) (Livestreamed) 
            Sunday 23rd:  9.30am Mass at Holy Cross 

   11.15am Mass at Holy Cross 
              Monday 24th: Sorry, no Mass on Mondays  
            Tuesday 25th: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) 
    Wednesday 26th: 11.00am Funeral Mass at Holy Cross for the late Irene Maree (Livestreamed) 
    Thursday 27th: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) 
    Friday 28th:  7.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) following a Holy Hour from 6.00pm  
           Saturday 29th: 12 noon Mass at Holy Cross following a Holy Hour from 11.00am (Livestreamed) 

6.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Vigil Mass for Sunday) (Livestreamed) 
This Mass will continue to be available on the Sunday Mass page of our website on Sunday and throughout the week, and on 
our Facebook Page. It can also viewed live and during the week on our YouTube channel. 

All Services at St Mary’s are 
suspended during the  

renovation works 

COLLECTIONS 
Last week’s collection in church totalled £757.36. Thank you 
also for £3,185.50 donated during December by Standing  
Order, online and via the contactless device at the back of church. 

THE UNIVERSAL SYNOD 
We want to hear from as many people as possible, those  
involved in the church and those who are not. You can take 
part by completing an online submission, following this link:  
www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/3D3FXJ2. There is also a Synod 
Survey for Young People, which can be found here: https://
forms.gle/AvnoZoK8FpyscL4Q9. Please share these links 
with family and friends. We have until 1st March 2022 to 
make our submissions then, after national and continental 
gatherings, the Synod of Bishops will gather in Rome in 
2023 to reflect on what has been heard. We will also be 
holding a choice of two parish meetings to formulate a parish 
response, and these will be in Holy Cross Church on Tuesday 
8th February at 1.00pm and Wednesday 9th February at 
7.00pm. Please remember the Synod in your prayers.  

THE SYNOD PRAYER 
We stand before You, Holy Spirit, 

as we gather together in Your name. 
With You alone to guide us, 

make Yourself at home in our hearts; 
Teach us the way we must go 
and how we are to pursue it. 

We are weak and sinful; 
do not let us promote disorder. 

Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path 
nor partiality influence our actions. 

Let us find in You our unity 
so that we may journey together to eternal life 

and not stray from the way of truth 
and what is right. 

All this we ask of You, 
who are at work in every place and time, 

in the communion of the Father and the Son, 
forever and ever. 

Amen. 

https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/live/last-sunday-s-mass
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRbsD6B1cg7beD8NWwaCOLg
https://www.mygivinghub.com/detailed/donate?charity_id=1086324&type=2&reference=S07&amount=
http://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/3D3FXJ2
https://forms.gle/AvnoZoK8FpyscL4Q9
https://forms.gle/AvnoZoK8FpyscL4Q9

