
CATHOLIC PARISH � ST JOHN PAUL II, ECCLES 

3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
YEAR C      Morning Prayer Week 3 

Services held at: Holy Cross, Patricro� and St Mary’s, Eccles 

Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricro�, M30 8QD 

The Challenge of the Gospel 

T oday's Gospel takes us to the start of Our Lord's public minis-
try. A�er his experience in the wilderness, receiving John's bap-

6sm and working through a 6me of tempta6on and trial, he re-
turns home filled with the strength of the Holy Spirit, preaching 
and teaching along the way. His words and his ways are different 
from the countless wandering preachers who have gone before. 
There is a power to his message that compels a response, even 
from the sick and the possessed. His words bring healing and hope 
where there was none before. And his reputa6on begins to go 
before him. 

Now comes perhaps the hardest task he has faced so far. He ar-
rives back home, to the familiar faces amongst whom he has 
grown up. The carpenter would be welcomed home with joy, and 
much excitement abounded at the stories that preceded his arri-
val. And now he enters the synagogue, and the officials invite him 
to speak. What passage will he read? What message will he bring 
home to his family and friends of old? The Prophet Isaiah is the 
choice for the day, and Jesus carefully picks a passage about the 
Messiah to whom the people all look forward. 

The reac6on? We must wait and see. For the 6me being, his 
townsfolk listen intently to find what their local carpenter has 
become. Are the stories they have heard true? Does he indeed 

have a great power from God that they can claim for their own 
and declare before the world: "We taught him all he knows?" 

The final result we will hear in next week's Gospel, as the people 
realise that, to recognise fully who Jesus is, they will have to be 
open to change themselves. They must come to terms with who 
they are too, and recognise God's call to each one of them. Then 
the fullness of Christ will be theirs - no more the carpenter, but 
the mender of lives. 

If we would receive the fullness of Christ, we too must find our 
place in God's plan. And for each of us it is unique. St Paul in to-
day's Second Reading compares the call of the Chris6an to being a 
vital part of that "body" which is Christ today. Some parts will 
have high profile tasks to perform, yet countless others are just as 
essen6al if the body is to func6on. 

So what is our role? Who are we in the Body of Christ today? Let 
us pray for the grace of real self-discovery, for the willingness to 
accept the challenge and to become, truly, the People of God, 
chosen and sent by Him.  

*** FIRST COMMUNION DATES *** 
Thank you, families, for your pa6ence as we make advance prepa-
ra6ons for first Reconcilia6on and first Holy Communion. We have 
now established a choice of days and of Masses, and invite fami-
lies to select a first and second choice (online) from the list. We 
will try our best to respect your wishes, but please understand 
that with almost 100 children on the programme and, for first 
Holy Communion, each family realis6cally wishing to bring about 
10 guests, we will be restricted by space and may have to ask 
some to consider a different 6me. Any such changes will only be 
made in discussion with you. We invite parents to a mee6ng at 
Holy Cross church on Thursday 7th February at 6.30pm, and dates 
will be formally allocated at this mee6ng at which we will also 
aEempt to answer any ques6ons you may have. We would ask, 
please, that by Friday of this week (1st February) your prefer-
ences are sent in via the form on the parish website. This will give 
6me for informa6on to be collated prior to the mee6ng. 
First Reconcilia(on (at parish Reconcilia6on Services) will be: 
1 Thursday 14th March, 6.30pm at Holy Cross 
2 Thursday 21st March, 6.30pm at St Mary’s 
3 Wednesday 27th March, 6.30pm at Holy Cross 
First Communion Masses will be: 
1 Saturday 22nd June, 6.15pm Mass at Holy Cross 
2 Sunday 23rd June, 9.30am Mass at St Mary’s 
3 Sunday 23rd June, 2.00pm addi6onal Mass at St Mary’s 
4 Sunday 30th June, 11.00am Mass at Holy Cross 
5 Sunday 30th June, 2.00pm addi6onal Mass at Holy Cross 
All of these Masses (including addi6onal Masses) are open to all 
parishioners. (No celebra�on is assigned to any of our three 
schools, primarily because so many children are not in Catholic 
schools and it would be unjust to have them feel like “guests” of 
another school. They are not guests—they are full members of the 
parish and we must respect them and their families as such). 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

OFFERTORY 
Collec(on: 19th/20th January:   See print version 
  Pax Chris6:    See print version 
  Advent Challenge:   See print version 

A generous donation  of over £100 from St Gilbert’s school is in-
cluded in our totals for the challenge—plus, of course, those sums 
already acknowledged from our other schools. Thank you! Please 

see separate entry for the final result of this year’s Challenge 

RETIRING COLLECTIONS 
This week:  No re6ring collec6on this week 
Next week:  SVP monthly collec6on 

• New to one of the parishes? 

• Know someone who is sick or in hospital? 

• Like a visit from the priest? 

• Think the parish may be able to help you, or you us, in any way? 

 Please speak to Fr Mar6n, a�er Mass or at any convenient 6me 

Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 

The sick: Win, Joy, Fr Devaney, Tricia, Barry, Marie, Cathe-
rine, James, Albert, Alan, John, John, Malcolm, BeEy, Eve-
lyn, Elizabeth, Terry, Elizabeth, Anne, Mary, Elizabeth, 
Joan, Amanda, Pat, Eunice, CharloEe, Billy, David, Evie, 
Mary, Chamari, Jean, Sheila, Monica, Joan, Clare, John, 
Eileen, Kathleen, Joyce, Margaret, Chris6ne, Jean, Marga-
ret, Deborah, Patrick, Philomena, Sister Olivia, Fr Paul, 
Jean, Vincent, Maureen, Eleanor, Margaret, Robert, Ken, 
Catorina, Michaela, Tony, Melanie, Bernard, Mar6n and 
Bridget and family, Margaret, Elaine, Ellen, Alec, Glenes, 
Mary, Stephen, Sheila, Caroline, Lynne, Joe, David, Angela, 
Jackie, Christopher and Clifford, Mary, Gemma, Rosa, 
John, Sheila, Mar6n, Joanne, Desmond, John, Joan, Janice, 
Bill, Harvey, Marie, John, Mar6n, Kenneth, Vera, Lilly, Ger-
ald, May, Louise, Peggy, MaEhew, Evelyn, Margaret, An-
thony, Debbie, Mary, Peter, Theresa, Sylvia, Mar6n, Mavis, 
Maureen, Johnny, Robin and Steven, Sister Regina, Nijole, 
Josie, Stephen, Bernard, Jack and Joan, Kevin. 

Lately Dead: John Melia, Vincent Jeffers, Doreen Lavin, 
David Summers, Derrick Kings, Norman Furness, Susan 
Jarvis, Joan and Titus Gomez, Catherine Grove, ColeEe 
Blake, Doreen Lavin, Jean Mary Holmes. 

Anniversaries: Kath Kitson, Mary Richardson, Kathleen 
Brehony, Paddy Ward, Frank Connelly, John (Jack) Doyle, 
Bridget Gannon, Sarah Griffiths, Mary Crawley, Aidan and 
Michael Stafford, Winifred Mawbey, Ann Geeney, Win-
ifred Tompkins, Joe, Sheila and Elizabeth Tighe, Tom Rod-
dy, Agnes McCarthy,  V S Joseph, Lawrence Malone, Eileen 
Greenhalgh, Michael and Frances Lavin, Hugh Tipton, Ellen 
Bruckshaw. 

Remembrance: Felix McLernon, Paula Wilson, Ethel and 
Joseph Francis, Chris6ne Galligan, Baby Gabriel Preston, 
Stafford, Geeney, Scanlon and McLernon families. 

We also pray: for Fr Livesey, Ada (Bereaved), in thanksgiv-
ing, for world peace, for the people of Southern Came-
roon, for Bishop John and the restructuring of our diocese, 
for the housebound and those in hospital, nursing and res-
iden6al homes, and for a number of special inten6ons. 



PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 
Parish Priest:  Fr Mar6n A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     mar6n.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 

Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other 6mes 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Hall Hire:  Enquiries to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839 
 New Email: hall1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
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NEW MASS TIMES 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  6.15pm at Holy Cross 
Sunday Morning:   9.30am at St Mary’s 
    11.00am at Holy Cross 

(with Children's Liturgy throughout the academic year) 
Tea and Coffee served after morning Mass at Holy Cross 

and as announced at St Mary’s 
Sunday Evening:  6.15pm at St Mary’s 
Weekdays:   See Weekday Calendar below 
Holydays:    As announced beforehand 

Holy Cross RC Church  
Liverpool Road  
Patricro�   
M30 8QD   

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Katrina Foster/Tara Higgins/Ged Dale 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Mary’s:     0161 789 4532 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Friday: 6.30-6.50pm at Holy Cross 

Saturday:  11.00-11.50am at St Mary’s  
and 5.45-6.05pm at Holy Cross 

(or at any reasonable time on request) 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 

a time of preparation is also required before Baptism. 
Please speak to Fr Martin or Sr Jenny after Mass 

CHALLENGE MET! 
Our “Hope in the Future” CommiEee set the bar high, asking us to 
raise funds for three community water supplies at £750 each as 
our parish Christmas gi� to the developing world. With all the 
figures now in, the total stands at a wonderful £2,281.00 which 
will now be sent to CAFOD “World Gi�s” and used for this specific 
purpose. Your efforts (and the valuable support of our schools) 
will make a real difference to people’s lives. This is one of so many 
ways we look beyond ourselves and become truly “missionary” in 
our parish life. A sincere “Thank you” to you all.  

ENGLISH CONVERSATION CLASSES 
Would you, or someone you know, benefit from an opportunity to 
prac6se English in a suppor6ve environment? A new group will be 
star6ng in the parish on Thursday 31st January in St Mary’s Church 
Hall, from 10.00-11.30am. A sign-up list is now available at the 
back of each church. 

ANNUAL CHURCH UNITY SERVICE 
Thank you to all those who came along to the Unity Service last 
Sunday a�ernoon at Patricro� United Reformed Church. It is al-
ways a good thing to stand together as the Chris6ans of our area, 
with each of our denomina6ons represented, witnessing to our 
common faith in Jesus Christ and our shared mission in his name. 

FRANCIS HOUSE CHARITY NIGHT 
“The Stars Come Out” for Francis House: Tuesday 9th April at Old-
ham Coliseum Theatre. A group will be travelling from the parish, 
at a cost of £20 per person plus coach fare—please sign up at the 
back of Church or contact Veronica. Thank you. 

LOST PROPERTY 
A men’s black jacket has been left at Holy Cross since Christmas. 
Please contact the parish office if you think it may be yours. 

                       26th/27th January 2019  
This week we pray for: 
• the parish of St. Mary, Denton, and St. John   

Fisher, Haughton Green, with Fr. Kinsella. 
• the parish of St. Monica, Flixton, with Fr. Mullarkey and Fr. 

QuiligoU.  
• their parish primary schools. 
• St. Thomas More High School. 

ROYAL ANTEDILUVIAN ORDER of BUFFALOES 
Our sincere thanks to the local Lodge for their generous gift of 
£2060.00 towards the running costs of our minibus and the service of 
those parishioners who would otherwise not be able to get to Church. 
Thank you also to those parishioners who attended their event where 
the money was raised.  John, who made the presentation on their 
behalf, has written this message to let you know of their work: 

I am John, member of the R.A.O.B. As you know, I spoke to you 
on Sunday [at Holy Cross] and I would like to let you know 
what we do as a charitable organisation. We have done charities 
for Spina Bifida children, Dementia and other related condi-
tions, St Anne’s Hospice, Breast cancer, R.N.L.I, Heart Care 
department at Wythenshawe Hospital where I had my quadruple 
by-pass operation in recognition of all their hard work. I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank you all on behalf of our 
organisation for all your help and support. 

St MATTHEW’S CHURCH 
A contract has now been drawn up, pending final agreement and hop-
ing that the Polish Heritage group will take on St Matthew’s church 
building in the very near future. Everyone will be kept informed of 
progress. In the meantime, please be vigilant—if you are passing the 
church and see anything suspicious do, please, let the parish office 
know (or the police if it is a matter of urgency). Thank you. 

St Mary’s RC Church 
Oxford Street 
Eccles 
M30 0LU 

                                                                                                                                                        Weekday Calendar Weekday Calendar Weekday Calendar Weekday Calendar (Week beginning Monday 28th January) 

Monday:   10.00am Mass at St Mary’s with Fr Livesey 

Tuesday:  12 noon Mass at St Mary’s 
   7.00pm Choir rehearsal at Holy Cross. New members always welcome 

Wednesday:  8.45am Exposi(on of the Blessed Sacrament at Holy Cross followed by 9.15am Mass 
   Also 12 noon Mass at St Mary’s with Fr Livesey 
Thursday:  9.00am Mass at St Mary’s with Fr Livesey 
   Also 12 noon Mass at St Mary’s 
Friday:  9.00am Mass at Mary’s with Fr Livesey 
   6.30pm Exposi(on of the Blessed Sacrament at Holy Cross followed by 7pm Mass and Divine Mercy 

 11.00am Exposi(on of the Blessed Sacrament at St Mary’s followed by 12 noon Mass and Novena


