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TEACHING WITH AUTHORITY 
“Here is a teaching that is new!” say the people in today's 
Gospel. They recognise something different about Our Lord's 
teaching. Until now, they've heard it all before, and the 
preachers have said it all before—the message had become 
stale. The ancient texts would be interpreted for the assem-
blies in the Temple and in the Synagogues each Sabbath day, 
but there was nothing new, just a looking backwards and a 
keeping up of the same "because we've always done it that 
way." Jesus arrives, and demands change—where there is 
suffering, God's Will is to heal, where evil and corruption 
have taken over people's lives, God wants to restore what is 
true and wholesome. So he speaks—and people sit up and 
listen. He commands—and it is done. Indeed, this is a teach-
ing that is new—not because it is different, but because it 
has been made truly relevant at last. 

How much of our Christianity has become stale? How much 
is our worship just more of the same? The difference 
brought about by Jesus is a challenge to each one of us  
today. If religion is boring, what are we doing about it? If 
God's message is always new, always healing, always bringing 
hope, why do so many people fail to hear it? In today's world 
before the pandemic struck, the media and society in general 
were quick to advertise the pleasures of so many passing 

fads, but none of them had lasting power, and none is such a 
force for good as the Gospel. Let us never tire of speaking 
and living what is true. On this Racial Justice Sunday and  
always, let our words and our lives speak with authority on 
the power of God’s goodness for all people, everywhere. Let 
us promote again the eternal power of the God who cares as 
much now as he ever did, and always will. Let us show by our 
lives the relevance of the Gospel message once more. 

CARITAS SUNDAY 
The Bishop’s letter two weeks ago spoke of the important 
work of Caritas, Diocese of Salford, and this weekend we 
come to Caritas Sunday. Any envelope left with the collection 
basket or pushed through the door at Holy Cross Presbytery 
and marked “Caritas” will be directed accordingly. Alternatively, 
please consider making a make a one-off or recurring donation 
online at www.caritassalford.org.uk, or using the QR code at 
the back of church to donate from your smartphone. Thank you. 

HOLY CROSS CURRENTLY STAYING OPEN 
Under the present lockdown, places of worship have been 
allowed to stay open. This is for two reasons—firstly because it 
has been demonstrated that we can create a safe environment, 
and secondly because they provide what is now recognised 
as an essential service. However, there are many other  
factors to consider, which have led to several churches 
choosing to close for the time being. This can range from the 
size and “airiness” of the building to the age and vulnerability 
of the available stewards or of those who normally attend. In 
this parish of St John Paul II we believe that we are still able 
to create a safe environment and are therefore, for the time 
being at least, remaining open. However, we ask you please 
to help us stay safe. The lockdown is prompted by the proven 
dangers of people mixing with one another, and we MUST 
NOT provide the opportunity for this. Stewards will remind 
you that there is to be no interaction between people of 
different households/bubbles either inside or outside the 
church. Any conversation with stewards must be kept as brief 
as possible and only be related to the essentials of your visit. If 
you require any information, please phone or email. Please help 
us to stay open safely. Thank you all for your understanding. 

CHRISTMAS CRIB 
For this year, we are following the lesser-used tradition of 
keeping the Crib in place until 2nd February, the Feast of the 
Presentation, so it will remain on view until Tuesday. 

UPDATE ON WORKS 
The heating contractors unexpectedly found some staff  
available for a couple of days last week, so work has already 
begun at St Mary’s on the removal of the old heating system 
ready for installation of the new. You will be kept informed as 
things progress. (The scheduled start date was 15th February 
and there is, of course, no guarantee that further work will 
take place in advance of this date). 
Also, both churches were surveyed recently for asbestos, and 
some removal has been found necessary at Holy Cross as well 
as St Mary’s. At St Mary’s, asbestos around the old heating 
flues has been removed in preparation for the new installation, 
but further work will be needed at Holy Cross and this will now 
most likely commence on Thursday 16th February. However 
you will appreciate that the Covid pandemic is affecting us all, 
and both industries involved in these separate works are 
slowed by unavoidable absence through calls to self-isolate. 
Again, we will keep you informed of all progress and any  
implications for church opening as time goes by. 

PRAYER REQUESTS                                   
Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 
The sick: Gwyneth, Peter, Joan, Karen, Kenneth, Baby Patrick, 
Kathleen, Pat, Maura, Doreen, Helen, Shirley, Bridget, Sara, 
Chamina, Tara, Mary, Carole, Phil, Carol, Sarah, John, Vincent de 
Paul, Alan and Mary, Molly, Anne, Patrick, David, Peter, Kevin, 
Helen, Lynn, Pam and Derek, Pauline, Shannon, John, Chris, 
Ann, Patrick, Clifford, Mrs Wood, Frances, Marian, Bridget, Iris, 
Pauline, Sharon, Fr Mullin, John, Joan, Paul, Peter, Maureen, 
Pat, Patrick, David, Sister Maureen, Yvonne, Terry, Betty, Betty, 
Kathleen, Colette, Stanley, Win, Catherine, James, Alan, Betty, 
Evelyn, Elizabeth, Anne, Mary, Joan, Amanda, Pat, Billy, David, 
Evie, Mary, Chamari, Sheila, Monica, Clare, John, Eileen, Kath-
leen, Joyce, Margaret, Christine, Jean, Margaret, Deborah, Pat-
rick, Fr Connelly, Jean, Vincent, Maureen, Eleanor, Margaret, 
Robert, Ken, Catorina, Michaela, Tony, Bernard, Elaine, Ellen, 
Glenes, Sheila, Caroline, Lynne, Joe, Jackie, Gemma, Sheila, Mar-
tin, Joanne, John, Joan, Janice, Bill, John, Kenneth, Vera, Lilly, 
Gerald, May, Louise, Matthew, Evelyn, Margaret, Anthony, Deb-
bie, Mary, Peter, Theresa, Sylvia, Maureen, Johnny, Robin and 
Steven, Sister Regina, Nicola, Paul, Nijole, Ken, Stephen, Arthur, 
Kevin. 
Lately Dead: Dorothy Wilde, Sr Hermina Tolbloom FMSJ, Joan 
Bethell, Baby Archie, Joseph Omullo, Colette Flynn, Tom Snig-
gins, Katie Ryan, Mrs Alekutty Mathew. 
Anniversaries: Kathleen Brehony, Anne Benyon, Kath Kitson, 
Elizabeth Tighe, Tom Roddy, William and Lilian Hindley, Ann 
Geeney, Winifred Morbey, Agnes McCarthy, Lawrence Malone, 
Mary Ferm, John McGahran (Birthday Anniversary). 
Remembrance: Ferm and Pelosi families. 
We also pray on this Peace Sunday: for racial justice and an end 
to racism in all its forms, for world peace, for Sister Sara Dever 
FMSJ (Diamond Jubilee) and for our schools. We pray for world 
leaders, for God’s guidance and support throughout the Covid-
19 crisis and for all those suffering from the disease, for the 
housebound and those in hospital, nursing and residential 
homes, for NHS and Care Home workers and for a number of 
special intentions.  

Services usually held at: Holy Cross, Patricroft and St Mary’s, Eccles 
Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricroft, M30 8QD 

https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/documents/03-2B%202021.pdf
https://www.caritassalford.org.uk/


                               PARISH CONTACT DETAILS  (Please note that email addresses below can NOT be clicked as links) 
Parish Priest:  Fr Martin A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     martin.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 
Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Facebook: @ourparishcommunity 
Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other times 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Halls Hire:  Enquiries to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839  
 Email:  hall1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 

Stay with us, Lord, on our Journey 

CURRENT SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  5.00pm at Holy Cross 
Sunday Morning:   9.30 and 11.15 am at Holy Cross 

also available online. See details below 
Children’s Liturgies are currently suspended 

Refreshments after Masses are also currently suspended 
Weekdays:   See Weekday Calendar below 
Holydays:    As announced beforehand 

Holy Cross RC Church  
370 Liverpool Road  
Patricroft   
M30 8QD   

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Tara Higgins/Ged Dale 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Mary’s:     0161 789 4532 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
    Confessions are currently only available 

by prior arrangement 
and out of doors as Fr Martin cannot meet you face to face 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptism. 

Please refer to the website for further information 

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY SHEET 
This week’s “Look” leaflet for your children can be found HERE 
and the “Lord’s Day at Home” sheet to accompany Sunday’s 
online Mass can be viewed and downloaded HERE. 

ALTAR SERVERS’ RETREAT 
The diocese has organised a retreat for Altar Servers (via 
Zoom) on Saturday 27th February. Please contact Jesamine 
(Head Altar Server) or the parish office for more details. We 
encourage our servers to take advantage of this opportunity, 
especially as so few of them are able actively to serve at Mass 
in the current circumstances. 

BAPTISMS and FIRST HOLY COMMUNIONS 
Under lockdown conditions, these will remain suspended. We 
are aware that some parishes are making tentative prepara-
tions for the beginning of a new Sacramental Programme for 
the current Y3 children, and we will make some announcement 
here soon. Once again, thank you for bearing with us. 

COLLECTIONS 
Last week’s collection at the back of church totalled £174.00.  
Donations via the new contactless payment system at Holy Cross 
raised a total of £521.00 during the month of December. As the 
unit was only brought into use on 19th December, this represents 
a great beginning to the diocesan pilot scheme of which we are a 
part. A number of our donors have also set up Gift Aid details on 
the machine which will, of course, generate further income. 
Thank you for every support you can give in these difficult times. 

                 30th/31st Jan 2021  
This week we pray for: the intentions of the 
parishioners of St Vincent de Paul, Norden, for Fr James 
Manock, their parish priest and for their parish primary 
school. May they be a prophetic voice to the people. 

St Mary’s RC Church 
Oxford Street 
Eccles 
M30 0LU 

Calendar for this Week—Church Opening in Red 
Saturday 30th Jan: 5.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Vigil Mass for Sunday) (Livestreamed) 
Sunday 31st:           9.30am Mass at Holy Cross   (Recording available from 9.00am Sunday)) 
   11.15am Mass at Holy Cross 
Monday 1st Feb: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) 
Tuesday 2nd: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross for the Presentation of the Lord (Livestreamed) 

       Wednesday 3rd: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) 
Thursday 4th: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) 
Friday 5th:  7.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) following a Holy Hour from 6.00pm  

Saturday 6th: Daytime Mass at 12 Noon behind closed doors following a Holy Hour from 11.00am (Livestreamed ONLY)  

5.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Vigil Mass for Sunday) (Livestreamed) 
A higher quality video of the recording of the Saturday Vigil Masses will be available on our YouTube channel, and on the Live 
page of our website from 9.00am the following morning. 

RACIAL JUSTICE SUNDAY 
We come to Racial Justice Sunday this in the wake of the killing 
of George Floyd, the Black Lives Matter movement and the 
inequalities highlights by the Coronavirus pandemic. The powerful 
message from Pope Francis on fraternity in his recent encyclical 
“Fratelli Tutti” speaks of the need actively to oppose racism 
and pursue racial justice with renewed vigour. Read a reflection 
from the Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales HERE. 

HOPE IN THE FUTURE COMMITTEE 
We are approaching the season of Lent, and we will be  
contacting members of the parish Hope in the Future (lay  
leadership) Committee shortly to arrange a Zoom meeting so 
that we can consider what we can do, in prayer and in action, 
for this second Lent faced under pandemic restrictions. 

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 
This annual commemoration has rather passed us by this year 
with the Unity Service postponed along with so many other 
things. we do, however, have a booklet of prayer and meditation 
which has been shared with us by Churches Together in  
Swinton and Pendlebury, and this can be downloaded HERE.  

https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/documents/Look31Jan2021ps.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/76e219dab8653b775ba8aac4c/files/e088a467-ea9a-4b80-bde1-49c5a1061df9/LDAH_Ordinary_4B.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRbsD6B1cg7beD8NWwaCOLg
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/live
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/events/racial-justice-sunday-2021/time-to-act-reflection/
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/documents/Week%20of%20Prayer%20for%20Christian%20Unity%202021%20Packed%20Lunches.pdf

