
CATHOLIC PARISH � ST JOHN PAUL II, ECCLES 

5th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
YEAR C      Morning Prayer Week 1 

Services held at: Holy Cross, Patricro� and St Mary’s, Eccles 

Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricro�, M30 8QD 

“Come, Follow Me” 

J esus's Gospel call today to the first of his chosen Apostles - and 
to us - is "Come, follow me." But if we follow, where will he 

lead? What is the life of a "follower of Jesus" going to be like? 

The apostles, those first followers, enjoyed good company - in-
deed, the best of all. They surrounded themselves with other like-
minded people, and engaged constantly with the greatest speak-
er the world has ever known. Their company was magne;c - 
crowds would gather wherever they went, to share for just a mo-
ment in the richness which they carried with them always. It was 
a life filled with the love of God, flowing over to all God's people 
around them. "Come, follow me" - who could refuse? 

But there was another side to this life. Whilst the crowds might 
have gathered in admira;on, the authori;es were always more 
concerned to a>ack and to condemn. A�er all, this was a life of 
challenge to the established order of things. When the voices 
shouted ridicule and hurt: "Come, follow me." When the people 
refused to listen: "Come, follow me." When their master was led 
to the violent death of the cross, even then: "Come, follow me." 
Now are we so ready to accept? 

And more - later on, filled with God's Holy Spirit, those first fol-
lowers of Jesus con;nued their Master's work, and they would 
find themselves spat upon and thrown into prison. They would 
witness their friends stoned to death and soon learn that their 
lives, too, were constantly under threat: "Come, follow me now?" 

The life of the follower of Jesus Christ is not easy. We too must 
witness hurt and insult, the loss of security that unplanned chang-
es can bring, the suffering and death of people we love, the bom-
bardment of ques;ons "Why" that we feel unable to answer or 
afraid to ask, lest our own Faith be shaken. Yet "Come, follow 
me" is s;ll Our Lord's call to you and me. "Follow me in my way of 
the Cross. Follow me through the tomb of death - but follow me 
too, to find an answer to every ques;on, to reach the perfec;on 
of every joy, the fulfilment of every dream and every promise. 
Follow me to life everlas;ng, and know that I am with you at eve-
ry step of life's journey. I will never leave your side whatever 
suffering this life may bring. I will give you strength." Now could 
we walk away?  

FIRST COMMUNION DATES 
First Reconcilia#on (at parish Reconcilia;on Services) will be: 

1 Thursday 14th March, 6.30pm at Holy Cross 
2 Thursday 21st March, 6.30pm at St Mary’s 
3 Wednesday 27th March, 6.30pm at Holy Cross 

First Communion Masses will be: 

1 Saturday 22nd June, 6.15pm Mass at Holy Cross 
2 Sunday 23rd June, 9.30am Mass at St Mary’s 
3 Sunday 23rd June, 2.00pm addi;onal Mass at St Mary’s 
4 Sunday 30th June, 11.00am Mass at Holy Cross 
5 Sunday 30th June, 2.00pm addi;onal Mass at Holy Cross 

All of these Masses (including addi;onal Masses) are open to all 
parishioners. (No celebra�on is assigned to any of our three 
schools, primarily because so many children are not in Catholic 
schools and it would be unjust to have them feel like “guests” of 
another school. They are not guests—they are full members of the 
parish and we must respect them and their families as such). 

Date alloca;ons have now taken place. We are sorry that we 
have not been able to give everyone their first choice - and in 
some cases not even their second - but you will appreciate that 
space in the churches is limited as we try to accommodate some 
1,000 or so extra people in addi;on to our regular (and o�en 
quite large) congrega;ons. It was essen;al to avoid what would 
have been dangerous overcrowding (which would also have de-
stroyed the prayerful atmosphere for the children). If you have 
any ques;ons about dates, please speak to our programme coor-
dinator, Mrs Darcy, at St Gilbert's School. We are most grateful to 
her for the huge task she has undertaken in organising the alloca-
;ons with the greatest sensi;vity possible to people's wishes. 

Thank you to all the families who were able to a>end 
the mee;ng last Thursday. For those who could not join us, de-
tails can be found on the parish website (from where the chil-
dren’s handout can also be downloaded). 

Thank you for your con�nued support as our programme pro-
gresses. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

OFFERTORY 
Collec#on: 19th/20th January:   See print version 
  SVP monthly collec;on:  See print version 

RETIRING COLLECTIONS 
This week:  Caritas Diocese of Salford (from two weeks ago) 
Next week:  CARJ for Racial Jus;ce 

• New to one of the parishes? 
• Know someone who is sick or in hospital? 
• Like a visit from the priest? 
• Think the parish may be able to help you, or you us, in any way? 
 Please speak to Fr Mar;n, a�er Mass or at any convenient ;me 

Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 

The sick: Win, Joy, Fr Devaney, Tricia, Barry, Marie, Catherine, 

James, Albert, Alan, John, John, Malcolm, Be>y, Evelyn, Eliza-

beth, Terry, Elizabeth, Anne, Mary, Elizabeth, Joan, Amanda, 

Pat, Eunice, Billy, David, Evie, Mary, Chamari, Jean, Sheila, 

Monica, Joan, Clare, John, Eileen, Kathleen, Joyce, Margaret, 

Chris;ne, Jean, Margaret, Deborah, Patrick, Sister Olivia, Fr 

Paul, Jean, Vincent, Maureen, Eleanor, Margaret, Robert, Ken, 

Catorina, Michaela, Tony, Melanie, Bernard, Mar;n and Bridget 

and family, Margaret, Elaine, Ellen, Alec, Glenes, Mary, Ste-

phen, Sheila, Caroline, Lynne, Joe, David, Angela, Jackie, Chris-

topher and Clifford, Mary, Gemma, Rosa, Sheila, Mar;n, Jo-

anne, Desmond, John, Joan, Janice, Bill, Harvey, Marie, John, 

Mar;n, Kenneth, Vera, Lilly, Gerald, May, Louise, Peggy, 

Ma>hew, Evelyn, Margaret, Anthony, Debbie, Mary, Peter, 

Theresa, Sylvia, Mar;n, Mavis, Maureen, Johnny, Robin and 

Steven, Sister Regina, Nijole, Josie, Stephen, Bernard, Jack and 

Joan, Kevin. 

Lately Dead: Philomena Bowler, David Antler, Helena Tryk, 

Delia Blackburn, Baby Adrianna Warwrzyk, Frank Griffin, John 

Sargent, Delia Blackburn, Charlo>e Ainsworth, Donald Mac-

Pherson, Elizabeth Smith, John Melia, Vincent Jeffers, Doreen 

Lavin, David Summers. 

Anniversaries: Evelyn Coppini, Harry Banks, Madge Simpson, 

Esther Roddy, Catherine and John Dempsey, Michael Murphy, 

May Fagan, Kath Kitson, Mary Richardson, Kathleen Brehony, 

Paddy Ward, Frank Connelly, John (Jack) Doyle, Bridget Gan-

non, Sarah Griffiths, Mary Crawley, Aidan and Michael Stafford, 

Winifred Mawbey, Ann Geeney, Winifred Tompkins, Joe, Sheila 

and Elizabeth Tighe. 

Remembrance: Bernard Chinnery, Felix McLernon, Paula Wil-

son, Ethel and Joseph Francis, Geeney, Scanlon, McLernon, 

Chinnery and Kirk families. 

We also pray: for Fr Livesey who will move to his new home 

this week, in thanksgiving, for world peace, for the people of 

Southern Cameroon, for Bishop John and the restructuring of 

our diocese, for the housebound and those in hospital, nursing 

and residen;al homes, and for a number of special inten;ons. 



PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 
Parish Priest:  Fr Mar;n A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     mar;n.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 

Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other ;mes 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Hall Hire:  Enquiries to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839 
 New Email: hall1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
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NEW MASS TIMES 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  6.15pm at Holy Cross 
Sunday Morning:   9.30am at St Mary’s 
    11.00am at Holy Cross 

(with Children's Liturgy throughout the academic year) 
Tea and Coffee served after morning Mass at Holy Cross 

and as announced at St Mary’s 
Sunday Evening:  6.15pm at St Mary’s 
Weekdays:   See Weekday Calendar below 
Holydays:    As announced beforehand 

Holy Cross RC Church  
Liverpool Road  
Patricro�   
M30 8QD   

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Katrina Foster/Tara Higgins/Ged Dale 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Mary’s:     0161 789 4532 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Friday: 6.30-6.50pm at Holy Cross 

Saturday:  11.00-11.50am at St Mary’s  
and 5.45-6.05pm at Holy Cross 

(or at any reasonable time on request) 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptism. 

Please speak to Fr Martin or Sr Jenny after Mass 

BUILDING PROJECT AT HOLY CROSS 
Various “snagging” works have now been completed. We are 
still concerned about the ineffectiveness of the heating sys-
tem—so do, please, close the door behind you as you come in 
or leave! The diocesan heating advisor (who is currently help-
ing us find the best way forward to improve the heating at St 
Mary’s), will visit us shortly with the consultants to advise. For 
the moment, we will not move the activities which take place 
at the church door into the foyer, as it is simply too cold. Out-
side, the grassed areas need resurfacing and this is under 
way. We are aware of the leak in the roof of the new toilet—
this will also be resolved. (You will note that the toilet roll and 
handwash dispensers, which had been forgotten, are now 
installed—though we still need the correct supplies to bring 
them into use. Temporary arrangements remain in place). 

PHILOMENA BOWLER RIP 
Fr Heakin’s aunt, Philomena, will be known to several parish-
ioners. Sadly, she has died during the week. Her funeral will 
take place at St Osmund’s Church, Bolton, on Wednesday 
27th February at 11.00am. 

St MATTHEW’S CHURCH 
We are delighted to be able to announce that, with the legal 
tenancy agreement signed, the Polish heritage group has now 
taken occupancy of St Matthew’s Church building. We know 
they will respect it for what it is (indeed a Polish priest is 
amongst the leaders of the group), and it is good that it is now 
in use and will be kept properly maintained. Thank you for your 
vigilance during the time when the building was left unused. 

                   9th/10th February 2019  
This week we pray for: 
• the parish of Sacred Heart and St. Francis,  

Gorton, with Fr. McCartney 
• the parish of St. Francis of Assisi, Oldham, with Fr. 

Woodhead 
• their primary schools 
• the chaplaincy to the Royal Oldham Hospital 
• the Franciscan Missionary Sisters of St. Joseph. 

ENGLISH CONVERSATION CLASSES 
This group, commissioned by our “Hope in the Future” Com-
mittee, held its first session on 31st January. Seven Eccles 

people came—from Poland, Mexico, Colombia, Iran, Hungary 

and Vietnam—and were helped by the core group from the 
parish. We are offering them 5 sessions to help them use the 

English language confidently, and to cope with the particular  

situations they have highlighted themselves. This is a part of 

our missionary outreach, and it is off to a good start. 

LENT STUDY GROUPS 
Once again this Lent, there will be a number of ecumenical 

study groups organised by Churches Together in Eccles. There 
is a choice of 4 venues, and we would ask for those interested 

to sign up at the back of church for your preferred group. 

St Mary’s RC Church 
Oxford Street 
Eccles 
M30 0LU 

                                                                                                                                                        Weekday Calendar Weekday Calendar Weekday Calendar Weekday Calendar (Week beginning Monday 11th February) 

Monday:   10.00am Mass at St Mary’s with Fr Livesey 

Tuesday:  10.00am Funeral Mass at Holy Cross for the late Delia Blackburn. May she rest in peace 
   12 noon Mass at St Mary’s with Fr Livesey 
   7.00pm Choir rehearsal at Holy Cross. New members always welcome 
   7.30pm Recep;on Service at St Mary’s for tomorrow’s funeral 
Wednesday:  9.00am Mass at St Mary’s with Fr Livesey 
   11.00am Funeral Mass at St Mary’s for the late Frank Griffin. May he rest in peace 
Thursday:  10.00am Mass at St Mary’s School with Y3&4. All welcome 
Friday:  6.30pm Exposi#on of the Blessed Sacrament at Holy Cross followed by 7pm Mass and Divine Mercy 

 11.00am Exposi#on of the Blessed Sacrament at St Mary’s followed by 12 noon Mass and Novena 

The additional Masses at St Mary’s with Fr Livesey will come to an end with Wednesday’s 9am Mass this week,  
after which he will be moving to his new home in Accrington.  

We wish him a smooth and uneventful move, and every blessing in his retirement.


