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THE WISDOM OF JOB 

I n Old Testament times, people had a very simple vision of 
God's justice. The idea that life could go on after physical 

death seemed strange. Most Jews believed that all the dead 
went to a place called "Sheol" where they would never see the 
light again. Good and bad alike would share together in this 
common ending. Yet they knew God was just—that he would 
reward good deeds and punish bad—so how would this justice 
be felt? What would mark the good apart from the rest? Their 
answers we find in the stories they left behind. 

A common feature of so many Old Testament stories is the 
extraordinary number of years that are lived by the great  
figures. This, people thought, was the reward that God gave—
the good would enjoy happiness, prosperity and long life, 
whilst the wicked would find only sorrow and die before their 
time. This image prevailed until the great Wisdom writers 
looked more deeply and saw that human life and experience 
did not always follow that pattern. God's justice, they  
perceived, had to extend beyond the world we see. In short, 
there had to be more to death than Sheol. 

The Book of Job is an early part of that Wisdom tradition. The 
main character does not fit the established mould. Job is a 
good man. He has great wealth, a good family, much land and 
many possessions—yet he is not proud; he uses it all well. He is 
generous and kind. He trusts in God and lives by God's Law. By 
every Jewish expectation he should experience nothing but 
happiness and live, rejoicing, to a glorious old age. But this is 

not the way the story goes—instead, Job suffers greatly. His family, 
his wealth, and even his own health are lost, and "comforters" 
come to tell him that only his sins could have brought these 
disasters upon him. He must repent, and then all will surely be well 
again. But Job refuses—he knows he has not sinned in such a way 
as to deserve all of this—and yet he will not speak against the God 
who has allowed it to happen either. He just wonders, "Why?" 

It is a question we continually face today in a world that falls so 
far short of the Garden of Eden. All around us today, we see 
lockdowns, Covid, people suffering with various other illnesses 
and having their treatment delayed because of the pandemic. 
We see people battling against mental stress, job insecurity, 
financial difficulties, so much uncertainty about the future. It is 
a suffering that admits of no reason, a pain that has never been 
deserved. "Why me? Why them? Why him or why her?" Try as 
we may, in this life the answers will continue to elude us. 

Jesus, too, was surrounded by such "unjust" suffering. In  
today's Gospel, crowds brought in the sick one after another, 
for Jesus to offer healing and solace. People then might have 
tried to debate, “Why were they suffering in the first place?”—
but they know Jesus had no time to stop and answer. They 
knew his time was better spent doing good. And so is ours. 

True wisdom is about more than knowing facts and answers. It 
admits of truths which are beyond us—it encompasses the  
Divine. So our prayer today is that, by God's Grace, we may 
ourselves learn to share in this true wisdom—a wisdom which 
is not always seeking answers to the question "Why?" but is 
ready to ask, instead, "Lord, what can we be doing to make 
things better?" Let us look around us and see so many good 
people doing just that. And let us give thanks that God’s hand 
is at work in so many ways, and let us open our hearts to let his 
sacred Word speak in us, and work in us powerfully, for good. 

CARITAS SUNDAY LAST WEEK 
Thank you to all those who were able to donate in support of 
Caritas, Diocese of Salford last week. We will keep the collection 
open for any marked envelopes to be included (via the basket or 
through the door) this week as well. One-off or recurring  
donations can also be made online at www.caritassalford.org.uk, 
or by using the QR code which remains in place at the back of 
church to donate from your smartphone. 

HOLY CROSS REMAINS OPEN... 
...but please help us to stay safe. The lockdown is prompted by 
the proven dangers of people mixing with one another, and we 
MUST NOT provide the opportunity for this. Stewards will  
remind you that there is to be no interaction between people 
of different households/bubbles either inside or outside the 
church. Any conversation with stewards must be kept as brief as 
possible and only be related to the essentials of your visit. If you 
require any information, please check the website if you can, then 
phone or email. Please help us to stay open safely. Thank you. 

UPDATE ON WORKS 
Work has been continuing on the new heating installation at St 
Mary’s and remains ahead of schedule, though we still cannot 
guarantee early completion. We will keep you informed. 
Also, asbestos works at Holy Cross should commence on  
Thursday 16th February, and will necessitate some brief  
closure of the church on weekdays. Saturday and Sunday  
Masses will  not be affected, and livestreaming will continue on 
the weekdays that we cannot open to the public. More details 
will be given in next week’s newsletter. 

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY SHEET 
This week’s “Look” leaflet for your children can be found HERE 
and the “Lord’s Day at Home” sheet to accompany Sunday’s 
online Mass can be viewed and downloaded HERE. 

PRAYER REQUESTS                                   
Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 
The sick: Kevin, Gwyneth, Peter, Joan, Karen, Kenneth, Baby Pat-
rick, Kathleen, Pat, Maura, Doreen, Helen, Shirley, Bridget, Sara, 
Chamina, Tara, Mary, Carole, Phil, Carol, Sarah, John, Vincent de 
Paul, Alan and Mary, Molly, Anne, Patrick, David, Peter, Kevin, Hel-
en, Lynn, Pam and Derek, Pauline, Shannon, John, Chris, Ann, Pat-
rick, Clifford, Mrs Wood, Frances, Marian, Bridget, Iris, Pauline, 
Sharon, Fr Mullin, John, Joan, Paul, Peter, Maureen, Pat, Patrick, 
David, Sister Maureen, Yvonne, Terry, Betty, Betty, Kathleen, Co-
lette, Stanley, Win, Catherine, James, Alan, Betty, Evelyn, Elizabeth, 
Anne, Mary, Joan, Amanda, Pat, Billy, David, Evie, Mary, Chamari, 
Sheila, Monica, Clare, John, Eileen, Kathleen, Joyce, Margaret, 
Christine, Jean, Margaret, Deborah, Patrick, Fr Connelly, Jean, Vin-
cent, Maureen, Eleanor, Margaret, Robert, Ken, Catorina, 
Michaela, Tony, Bernard, Elaine, Ellen, Glenes, Sheila, Caroline, 
Lynne, Joe, Jackie, Gemma, Sheila, Martin, Joanne, John, Joan, 
Janice, Bill, John, Kenneth, Vera, Lilly, Gerald, May, Louise, Mat-
thew, Evelyn, Margaret, Anthony, Debbie, Mary, Peter, Theresa, 
Sylvia, Maureen, Johnny, Robin and Steven, Sister Regina, Nicola, 
Paul, Nijole, Ken, Stephen, Kevin. 
Lately Dead: Captain Sir Tom Moore, Arthur Baum, Francie Reyn-
olds, William Sweaton, Tony Devine, Vincent Finch, Dorothy Wilde, Sr 
Hermina Tolbloom FMSJ, Joan Bethell, Baby Archie, Joseph Omullo, 
Colette Flynn, Tom Sniggins, Katie Ryan, Mrs Alekutty Mathew. 
Anniversaries: May Fagan, Harry Banks, Kathleen Brehony, Anne 
Benyon, Kath Kitson, Elizabeth Tighe, Tom Roddy, William  
and Lilian Hindley, Ann Geeney, Winifred Morbey, Agnes  
McCarthy, Lawrence Malone, Mary Ferm, John McGahran 
(Birthday Anniversary). 
Remembrance: Fr Michael Ryan, Ferm and Pelosi families. 
We also pray on this Peace Sunday: for the people of America, for 
world peace, for Sister Sara Dever FMSJ (Diamond Jubilee), for an 
end to racism in all its forms and for our schools. We pray for world 
leaders, for God’s guidance and support throughout the Covid-19 
crisis and for all those suffering from the disease, for the  
housebound and those in hospital, nursing and residential homes, 
for NHS and Care Home workers and for a number of special  
intentions.  

Services usually held at: Holy Cross, Patricroft and St Mary’s, Eccles 
Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricroft, M30 8QD 

https://www.caritassalford.org.uk/
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/documents/Look07Feb2021ps.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/76e219dab8653b775ba8aac4c/files/f6c4a260-abb2-43b5-97fc-3fe4f7abd344/LDAH_Ordinary_5B.pdf


                               PARISH CONTACT DETAILS  (Please note that email addresses below can NOT be clicked as links) 
Parish Priest:  Fr Martin A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     martin.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 
Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Facebook: @ourparishcommunity 
Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other times 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Halls Hire:  Enquiries to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839  
 Email:  hall1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 

Stay with us, Lord, on our Journey 

CURRENT SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  5.00pm at Holy Cross 
Sunday Morning:   9.30 and 11.15 am at Holy Cross 

also available online. See details below 
Children’s Liturgies are currently suspended 

Refreshments after Masses are also currently suspended 
Weekdays:   See Weekday Calendar below 
Holydays:    As announced beforehand 

Holy Cross RC Church  
370 Liverpool Road  
Patricroft   
M30 8QD   

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Tara Higgins/Ged Dale 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Mary’s:     0161 789 4532 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
    Confessions are currently only available 

by prior arrangement 
and out of doors as Fr Martin cannot meet you face to face 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptism. 

Please refer to the website for further information 

ALTAR SERVERS’ RETREAT 
The diocese has organised a retreat for Altar Servers (via 
Zoom) on Saturday 27th February. Please contact Jesamine 
(Head Altar Server) or the parish office for more details. We 
encourage our servers to take advantage of this opportunity, 
especially as so few of them are able actively to serve at Mass 
in the current circumstances. 

BAPTISMS and FIRST HOLY COMMUNIONS 
Under lockdown conditions, these will remain suspended. We 
are aware that some parishes are making tentative preparations 
for the beginning of a new Sacramental Programme for the 
current Y3 children, and we will make some announcement 
here soon. Once again, thank you for bearing with us. 

COLLECTIONS 
Last week’s collection at the back of church totalled £501.06.  
Further donations to Caritas, Diocese of Salford raised £320.00, 
plus of course any digital donations you may have made. Thank 
you for your generosity in these difficult times. 

CATHOLIC UNIVERSE and CATHOLIC TIMES 
Anyone who would like these Catholic publications can get 
them delivered directly to your home every week, POST FREE.  
Please go to www.thecatholicuniverse.com or call them on  
0161 820 5722 and they will make arrangements for you.  
SPECIAL OFFERS: 3 months for £25.00, 12 months for £99.00 or 
a digital subscription (see this week ’s copy  free, HERE)  
at £55.00 for 12 months. 

                    6th/7th Feb 2021  
This week we pray for: the intentions of the 
parishioners of St Michael and St Bernadette, Whitefield, 
and for Canon Steven Parkinson, their parish priest. We pray 
for their parish primary schools. As the feast of Our Lady of 
Lourdes approaches, may St Bernadette lead us to Mary and 
may Mary lead us to her Son, Jesus. 

St Mary’s RC Church 
Oxford Street 
Eccles 
M30 0LU 

Calendar for this Week—Church Opening in Red 
Saturday 6th Feb: 5.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Vigil Mass for Sunday) (Livestreamed) 
Sunday 7th:           9.30am Mass at Holy Cross   (Recording available from 9.00am Sunday)) 
   11.15am Mass at Holy Cross 
Monday 8th:  10.00am Mass at Holy Cross for St Josephine Bakhita (Livestreamed) 
Tuesday 9th:  10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) 

          7.00pm Hope in the Future Committee meeting, by Zoom 
    Wednesday 10th: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) 

Thursday 11th: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross for Our Lady of Lourdes (Livestreamed) 
Friday 12th:  7.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) following a Holy Hour from 6.00pm  

Saturday 13th: Daytime Mass at 12 Noon behind closed doors following a Holy Hour from 11.00am (Livestreamed ONLY)  
5.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Vigil Mass for Sunday) (Livestreamed) 

A higher quality video of the recording of the Saturday Vigil Masses will be available on our YouTube channel, and on the Live 
page of our website from 9.00am the following morning. 

HOPE IN THE FUTURE COMMITTEE 
We will be holding a meeting of the Hope in the Future (lay  
leadership) Committee this Tuesday (9th February), at 7pm by 
Zoom, to consider what we can do as a parish in this second Lent 
faced under pandemic restrictions. If you are a member of this 

please contact Fr Martin to confirm your email address. Thank you. 

SALFORD CATHEDRAL CHILDREN’S CHOIR 
Would your child like to try a new creative outlet? Are they a 
keen singer? Do they need a little help with their confidence? 
Following the successful debut of the new children's choir at 
the Cathedral over Christmas, they are recruiting new members. 
There's no fee to join, and during the lockdown they are  
holding rehearsals over Zoom on Tuesdays and Wednesdays,  
4.00-5.00pm. If you would like to find out more, please email 
the Director of Music at: alex.patterson@dioceseofsalford.org.uk. 

(Please note that the email address above will NOT work as a 
link—please copy and paste or type it instead. Thank you). 

https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://thecatholicuniverse.com/
https://www.thecatholicuniverse.com/DE/UNI210205et.pdf?mc_cid=17a7761de4&mc_eid=b0989106eb
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRbsD6B1cg7beD8NWwaCOLg
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/live
mailto:NULL

