
CATHOLIC PARISH � ST JOHN PAUL II, ECCLES 

6th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
YEAR C      Morning Prayer Week 2 

Services held at: Holy Cross, Patricro� and St Mary’s, Eccles 

Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricro�, M30 8QD 

RACIAL JUSTICE SUNDAY 

I n today's Gospel, St Luke presents us with four Bea3tudes and 
four Woes. They represent the opposite of human thinking – 

woes are addressed to the rich, those with plenty to eat, who 
laugh and are honoured, whilst the "blessed" comprise the poor, 
the hungry, the sorrowful and those who are hated, rejected or 
persecuted. What does it all mean? Is it simply a way of making 
the marginalized feel be<er, or does the message run deeper? 

We must take real care when trying to interpret Jesus' preference 
for the poor. We must not let ourselves accept the inevitability of 
poverty and marginalisa3on and feel "these people are blessed, 
why should we try to change it?" As Helder Camera once said: 
"Saints may be found in slums, but we cannot retain slums in or-
der to make them the breeding ground of saints." Instead of look-
ing at poverty or riches in the worldly understanding around us, 
we will find a truer meaning if we look to the life of Our Lord. 

Jesus, as a charisma3c leader, found himself invited to great ban-
quets, with some influen3al friends who could have made life very 
comfortable for him. He had the choice of riches or poverty but, 
whilst embracing the worldly poor, he did not choose a life of des-
3tu3on for himself or for his followers. Instead, he chose a way of 

service in God's Name. And that service brought to him the pov-
erty of standing alone against crowds, the hunger for righteous-
ness, the ridicule of those too afraid or too selfish to understand 
his message, and the hatred of those who understood just enough 
to feel threatened, and who then called for his death. 

These four Bea3tudes were not the choice of Jesus – they were 
the inevitable consequence of a life dedicated to service and the 
pursuit of jus3ce for everyone. But in spite of these painful conse-
quences, God's Love led him to desire nothing else. 

On this Racial Jus3ce Sunday, we are called to stand up for the 
dignity of all peoples, from every race and every culture. Especial-
ly, we must call to mind the plight of the migrant communi3es and 
asylum seekers, and the inhuman suffering of the vulnerable who 
find themselves drawn into labour exploita3on and trafficking. The 
scandals of the modern age cannot simply be dismissed as 
“someone else’s responsibility” – we must stand and be counted; 
however unpopular it might make us at 3mes. 

And so, we ask ourselves: are we content with the "woes" of a 
narrow-minded sense of comfort, or are we ready to take up in 
earnest the bea3tudes of God's call to serve – to accept the chal-
lenge of the missionary disciple, and to embrace those blessings 
that hurt as we stand up for jus3ce and right? For if we are, we 
can be confident that we will also receive the love of God that will 
sustain us in our quest – the love that will last forever.  

FIRST COMMUNION DATES 
First Reconcilia"on (at parish Reconcilia3on Services) will be: 

1 Thursday 14th March, 6.30pm at Holy Cross 
2 Thursday 21st March, 6.30pm at St Mary’s 
3 Wednesday 27th March, 6.30pm at Holy Cross 

First Communion Masses will be: 

1 Saturday 22nd June, 6.15pm Mass at Holy Cross 
2 Sunday 23rd June, 9.30am Mass at St Mary’s 
3 Sunday 23rd June, 2.00pm addi3onal Mass at St Mary’s 
4 Sunday 30th June, 11.00am Mass at Holy Cross 
5 Sunday 30th June, 2.00pm addi3onal Mass at Holy Cross 

All of these Masses (including addi3onal Masses) are open to all 
parishioners. (No celebraon is assigned to any of our three 
schools, primarily because so many children are not in Catholic 
schools and it would be unjust to have them feel like “guests” of 
another school. They are not guests—they are full members of the 
parish and we must respect them and their families as such). 

Date alloca3ons have now taken place. We are sorry that we 
have not been able to give everyone their first choice - and in 
some cases not even their second - but you will appreciate that 
space in the churches is limited as we try to accommodate some 
1,000 or so extra people in addi3on to our regular (and o�en 
quite large) congrega3ons. It was essen3al to avoid what would 
have been dangerous overcrowding (which would also have de-
stroyed the prayerful atmosphere for the children). If you have 
any ques3ons about dates, please speak to our programme coor-
dinator, Mrs Darcy, at St Gilbert's School. We are most grateful to 
her for the huge task she has undertaken in organising the alloca-
3ons with the greatest sensi3vity possible to people's wishes. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

OFFERTORY 
Collec"on: 9th/10th February:   See print version 
  Caritas Diocese of Salford:  See print version 

RETIRING COLLECTIONS 
This week:  CARJ – for Racial Jus3ce 
Next week:  No re3ring collec3on next week 

• New to one of the parishes? 
• Know someone who is sick or in hospital? 
• Like a visit from the priest? 
• Think the parish may be able to help you, or you us, in any way? 
 Please speak to Fr Mar3n, a�er Mass or at any convenient 3me 

Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 

The sick: Sylvie, Patricia, Yves, Win, Joy, Fr Devaney, Tri-
cia, Barry, Marie, Catherine, James, Albert, Alan, John, 
John, Malcolm, Be<y, Evelyn, Elizabeth, Terry, Elizabeth, 
Anne, Mary, Elizabeth, Joan, Amanda, Pat, Eunice, Billy, 
David, Evie, Mary, Chamari, Jean, Sheila, Monica, Joan, 
Clare, John, Eileen, Kathleen, Joyce, Margaret, Chris3ne, 
Jean, Margaret, Deborah, Patrick, Sister Olivia, Fr Connel-
ly, Jean, Vincent, Maureen, Eleanor, Margaret, Robert, 
Ken, Catorina, Michaela, Tony, Melanie, Bernard, Mar3n 
and Bridget and family, Margaret, Elaine, Ellen, Alec, 
Glenes, Mary, Stephen, Sheila, Caroline, Lynne, Joe, David, 
Angela, Jackie, Christopher and Clifford, Mary, Gemma, 
Rosa, Sheila, Mar3n, Joanne, Desmond, John, Joan, Janice, 
Bill, Harvey, Marie, John, Mar3n, Kenneth, Vera, Lilly, Ger-
ald, May, Louise, Peggy, Ma<hew, Evelyn, Margaret, An-
thony, Debbie, Mary, Peter, Theresa, Sylvia, Mar3n, Ma-
vis, Maureen, Johnny, Robin and Steven, Sister Regina, 
Nijole, Josie, Stephen, Bernard, Jack and Joan, Kevin. 

Lately Dead: Victorine De Messe Zinsou, Hortense Gallié, 
Lesley Costello, Philomena Bowler, David Antler, Helena 
Tryk, Delia Blackburn, Baby Adrianna Warwrzyk, Frank 
Griffin, John Sargent, Delia Blackburn, Charlo<e Ains-
worth, Donald MacPherson, Elizabeth Smith, John Melia, 
Vincent Jeffers, Doreen Lavin. 

Anniversaries: Jean-Jaques Béchio, Pierre Gallié, Evelyn 
Coppini, Harry Banks, Madge Simpson, Esther Roddy, 
Catherine and John Dempsey, Michael Murphy, May Fa-
gan, Kath Kitson, Mary Richardson, Kathleen Brehony, 
Paddy Ward, Frank Connelly, John (Jack) Doyle. 

Remembrance: Bernard Chinnery, Felix McLernon, Paula 
Wilson, Scanlon, McLernon, Chinnery and Kirk families. 

We also pray: for Fr Livesey who will move to his new 
home this week, in thanksgiving, for world peace, for the 
people of Southern Cameroon, for Bishop John and the 
restructuring of our diocese, for the housebound and 
those in hospital, nursing and residen3al homes, and for a 
number of special inten3ons. 



PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 
Parish Priest:  Fr Mar3n A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     mar3n.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 

Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other 3mes 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Hall Hire:  Enquiries to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839 
 New Email: hall1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
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NEW MASS TIMES 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  6.15pm at Holy Cross 
Sunday Morning:   9.30am at St Mary’s 
    11.00am at Holy Cross 

(with Children's Liturgy throughout the academic year) 
Refreshments served after morning Mass at Holy Cross 

and as announced at St Mary’s 
Sunday Evening:  6.15pm at St Mary’s 
Weekdays:   See Weekday Calendar below 
Holydays:    As announced beforehand 

Holy Cross RC Church  
Liverpool Road  
Patricro�   
M30 8QD   

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Katrina Foster/Tara Higgins/Ged Dale 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Mary’s:     0161 789 4532 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Friday: 6.30-6.50pm at Holy Cross 

Saturday:  11.00-11.50am at St Mary’s  
and 5.45-6.05pm at Holy Cross 

(or at any reasonable time on request) 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptism. 

Please speak to Fr Martin or Sr Jenny after Mass 

NEW KEYHOLDERS for St MARY’S 
We all wish Fr Livesey well in his “semi-retirement” at St Jo-
seph’s, Accrington. For us, his departure necessitates a new 
system for opening and closing the church, with volunteers 
taking on greater responsibility for the setting up of services, 
and for the security of the building. A new access system has 
been installed, and volunteers are now sought who would be 
willing to take on some of these new responsibilities. Please 
speak to Fr Martin if you are interested. Thank you. 

ALTAR SERVERS’ MEETING 
A mee3ng is arranged for all our altar servers (including, if 
possible, those from St Mary’s) at Holy Cross church on 
Wednesday of this week at 6.30pm. There will be some gen-
eral revision of how we operate at Mass, and also discussion 
about the na3onal Altar Servers’ Guild (the “Guild of St Ste-
phen”) for which we will soon invite new members to enrol. 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
Formerly known as the “Women’s World Day of Prayer,” 
this annual event is now open to everyone. For this year, the 
resources have been prepared by the Chris3an women of 
Slovenia, with the theme: “Come, everything is ready.” An-
other change for this year is that there will now be two ser-
vice 3mes available, one in the a�ernoon and one in the 
evening. For our local area, both of these will take place at 
Monton Methodist Church (Grange Drive, Monton,  
M30 9JG) at 2pm and again at 7.30pm on Friday 1st March. 
All are welcome at this ecumenical “service for everyone.” 

LENT STUDY GROUPS 
Once again this Lent, there will be a number of ecumenical 
study groups organised by Churches Together in Eccles. 
There is a choice of 4 venues, and we would ask for those 
interested to sign up at the back of church for your pre-
ferred group. Places will be formally allocated soon. 

                   16th/17th February 2019  

This week we pray for: 

• the parish of St Margaret Clitherow,  
Rochdale and Kirkholt, with Canon Buckley and Fr. 
Murphy  

• the parish of St. Joseph, Ramsbo<om, with Fr. Thorpe 
• their parish primary schools and St. Cuthbert’s High 

School. 

FRANCIS HOUSE CHARITY NIGHT 
“The Stars Come Out” for Francis House: Tuesday 9th April 
at Oldham Coliseum Theatre. The list is now closed with 
3ckets organised and the coach booked. Thank you to all 
those who have signed up, for your prompt response. More 
informa3on will be available nearer to the date, or you may 
contact Veronica. Thank you. 

PHILOMENA BOWLER RIP 
Fr Heakin’s aunt, Philomena, will be known to several pa-
rishioners. Sadly, she has died a li<le over a week ago. Her 
funeral will take place at St Osmund’s Church, Bolton, on 
Wednesday 27th February at 11.00am. 

St MATTHEW’S CHURCH 
We are delighted to be able to announce that, with the legal 
tenancy agreement signed, the Polish heritage group has 
now taken occupancy of St Ma<hew’s Church building. We 
know they will respect it for what it is (indeed a Polish priest 
is amongst the leaders of the group), and it is good that it is 
now in use and will be kept properly maintained. Thank you 
for your vigilance during the 3me when the building was le� 
unused. 

St Mary’s RC Church 
Oxford Street 
Eccles 
M30 0LU 

                                                                                                                                                        Weekday Calendar Weekday Calendar Weekday Calendar Weekday Calendar (Week beginning Monday 18th February) 

Monday:   9.00am Morning Prayer at Holy Cross followed by 9.15am Eucharis"c Service 

Tuesday:  12 noon Mass at St Mary’s 
   7.00pm Choir rehearsal at Holy Cross. New members always welcome 
Wednesday:  8.45am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at Holy Cross followed by 9.15am Mass  
   6.30pm Meeting for all Altar Servers at Holy Cross 
Thursday:  12 noon Mass at St Mary’s 
Friday:  6.30pm Exposi"on of the Blessed Sacrament at Holy Cross followed by 7pm Mass and Divine Mercy 

 11.00am Exposi"on of the Blessed Sacrament at St Mary’s followed by 12 noon Mass and Novena


