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PASTORAL LETTER from the BISHOP 
My dear brothers and sisters, 

There is no doubt that the sense of celebrating “Church at Home” 
has appealed to many people during this past year and borne 
fruit for a more personal spirituality, without losing the sense of 
the parish community. If our personal prayer is strengthened  
during this difficult time, the sense of community can be the 
stronger as we emerge from lockdown and other restrictions. I 
remain very grateful for all the initiatives taken to maintain good 
contact and communication, especially with the housebound and 
isolated members of our communities. 
There are the three signposts for our attention during Lent:  
Prayer, Fasting and Almsgiving. These are themes for self-
examination. Can they be the means for challenging ourselves, 
particularly in the experience of the Covid-pandemic, for re-
setting our priorities, and stimulating action and change? 
I am preparing videos to be available during Lent on each of these 
themes by which I would hope to invite you to review your own 
personal understanding and response to each one. 
Prayer: 
I would like to encourage a sense of freedom in prayer. We have, 

of course, our important formula prayers such as the Our Father 
and Hail Mary, and all the prayers of our liturgies, but I wonder 
how free people feel about prayer as a conversation, a chat, with 
God or with the saints? I wonder, too, how we feel about where 
we pray? Do we realise that we can effectively pray at home, in 
the street, at our workplace? Prayer does not have to be in 
church. We can talk to God in prayer at anytime, anywhere. 
There are lots of resources online these days, for example Pray as 
You Go, which can help us to pray on the way to work or when 
out walking or in a quiet place at home. You can find the website 
easily enough; PRAY AS YOU GO (www.pray-as-you-go.org) 
Fasting: 
Fasting has its role in all the major world religions. It promotes a 
sense of self-discipline and can be a means by which we prepare 
for prayer or some form of spiritual exercise. In our own context, 
living as we do in one of the most prosperous countries in the 
world, we might employ fasting to recognise just how much we 
have in comparison to so many of our brothers and sisters. Please 
remember the CAFOD Family Fast Day this year on Friday 26th 
February. Even if you cannot pick up one of the CAFOD envelopes 
from church, do please fast in some way and give the money you 
save to help CAFOD help others. Once again, the CAFOD website 
is easy to find; (www.cafod.org.uk) – and you might even want to 
sign up for this year’s CAFOD Walk for Water initiative. 
Almsgiving: 

If you do not have access to the internet, I hope the information 
about these suggestions will be printed in your parish newsletters 
or available in church. They are only suggestions – there are many 
ways of making this Lent holy. 
Some of our churches are closed at this time and may remain so for 
some weeks to come. Ash Wednesday will be celebrated in some 
of our churches and the ashes will be sprinkled on our heads rather 
than marked on our foreheads. Careful consideration will be given 
to the way that we may be able to celebrate Holy Week so please 
watch for news about your local church. There remains no  
obligation to attend Mass at this time, but you are welcome to live-
stream one of the many Masses being celebrated in the Diocese 
and beyond. I hope that you will be able to sense the importance of 
the Season of Lent for yourselves and see how God is at work in 
your lives, even – and particularly - in these strangest of times. 
Lent, of course, means springtime. The new life is beginning to 
break through the soil all around us. May we, after all these 
months, prepare to celebrate the new life of Easter.  

And throughout Lent we pray “Stay with us, Lord, on our Journey”. 
God bless you all, 
+John 
Bishop of Salford  

PRAYER REQUESTS                                   
Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 
The sick: Kevin, Keith, Gwyneth, Peter, Joan, Karen, Kenneth, Baby 
Patrick, Kathleen, Pat, Doreen, Helen, Shirley, Bridget, Sara, Chami-
na, Tara, Mary, Carole, Phil, Carol, Sarah, John, Vincent de Paul, Alan 
and Mary, Molly, Anne, Patrick, David, Peter, Kevin, Helen, Lynn, 
Pam and Derek, Pauline, Shannon, John, Chris, Ann, Patrick, Clifford, 
Mrs Wood, Frances, Marian, Bridget, Iris, Pauline, Sharon, Fr Mullin, 
John, Joan, Paul, Peter, Maureen, Pat, Patrick, David, Sister 
Maureen, Yvonne, Terry, Betty, Betty, Kathleen, Colette, Stanley, 
Win, Catherine, James, Alan, Betty, Evelyn, Elizabeth, Anne, Mary, 
Joan, Amanda, Pat, Billy, David, Evie, Mary, Chamari, Sheila, Monica, 
Clare, John, Eileen, Kathleen, Joyce, Margaret, Christine, Jean, Mar-
garet, Deborah, Patrick, Fr Connelly, Jean, Vincent, Maureen, Elea-
nor, Margaret, Robert, Ken, Catorina, Michaela, Tony, Bernard, 
Elaine, Ellen, Glenes, Sheila, Caroline, Lynne, Joe, Jackie, Gemma, 
Sheila, Martin, Joanne, John, Joan, Janice, Bill, John, Kenneth, Vera, 
Lilly, Gerald, May, Louise, Matthew, Evelyn, Margaret, Anthony, 
Debbie, Mary, Peter, Theresa, Sylvia, Maureen, Johnny, Robin and 
Steven, Sister Regina, Nicola, Paul, Nijole, Ken, Stephen, Kevin. 
Lately Dead: Maura McLernon, Fr James Austin, Steven Keigher, 
Francie Reynolds, Captain Sir Tom Moore, Arthur Baum, Francie 
Reynolds, William Sweaton, Tony Devine, Vincent Finch, Dorothy 
Wilde, Sr Hermina Tolbloom FMSJ, Joan Bethell. 
Anniversaries: Kathleen and William Tighe, Catherine and John 
Dempsey, Michael Murphy, May Fagan, Harry Banks, Kathleen 
Brehony, Anne Benyon. 
We also pray: for Kathleen (90th Birthday congratulations), for 
world peace, for an end to racism in all its forms and for our 
schools. We pray for world leaders, for God’s guidance and support 
throughout the Covid-19 crisis and for all those suffering from the 
disease, for the housebound and those in hospital, nursing and resi-
dential homes, for NHS and Care Home workers and for a number 
of special intentions.  

Services usually held at: Holy Cross, Patricroft and St Mary’s, Eccles 
Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricroft, M30 8QD 

https://pray-as-you-go.org/
https://www.cafod.org.uk
https://www.caritassalford.org.uk/


                               PARISH CONTACT DETAILS  (Please note that email addresses below can NOT be clicked as links) 
Parish Priest:  Fr Martin A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     martin.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 
Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Facebook: @ourparishcommunity 
Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other times 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Halls Hire:  Enquiries to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839  
 Email:  hall1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 

Stay with us, Lord, on our Journey 

CURRENT SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  5.00pm at Holy Cross 
Sunday Morning:   9.30 and 11.15 am at Holy Cross 

also available online. See details below 
Children’s Liturgies are currently suspended 

Refreshments after Masses are also currently suspended 
Weekdays:   See Weekday Calendar below 
Holydays:    As announced beforehand 

Holy Cross RC Church  
370 Liverpool Road  
Patricroft   
M30 8QD   

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Tara Higgins/Ged Dale 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Mary’s:     0161 789 4532 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
    Confessions are currently only available 

by prior arrangement 
and out of doors as Fr Martin cannot meet you face to face 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptism. 

Please refer to the website for further information 

UPDATE ON WORKS 
Heating works at St Mary’s continue to progress well. 
Asbestos removal at Holy Cross will commence this Thursday, 
(18th February), and the church will need to be closed to the 
public on Thursday and Friday, but Masses etc will continue 
online. Our first Lenten celebration of the Stations of the Cross, 
at 6.30pm on Friday, will also be online only. Do, please, join us 
on Facebook or YouTube if you can. We will be open as usual 
for the Saturday evening and Sunday morning Masses. 

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY SHEET 
This week’s “Look” leaflet for your children can be found HERE 
and the “Lord’s Day at Home” sheet to accompany Sunday’s 
online Mass can be viewed and downloaded HERE. 

BAPTISMS and FIRST HOLY COMMUNIONS 
Under lockdown conditions, these will remain suspended. We 
will make some announcement here soon about First Com-
munion plans for the current Y3 children. 

FAIRTRADE FORTNIGHT 
...begins on February 22nd. More here next week! 

COLLECTIONS 
Last week’s collection at the back of church totalled £390.20, 
and a further £1,423.00 has been received from Standing  
Orders credited during the month of January. Thank you for 
your generosity in these difficult times. 

13th/14th Feb 2021  
This week across the diocese we pray for:  
the parishes of St John’s Deanery, Salford, for its people, 
and clergy and for Fr Martin Collins, the Dean. 
Let us pray for the people of the parish of St John Paul II, 
Eccles, with their parish priest, their primary schools and St 
Patrick’s High School, the Franciscan Missionaries of St  
Joseph and the chaplaincy to Salford Royal Hospital. 
May all that they do be done for the glory of God.  

St Mary’s RC Church 
Oxford Street 
Eccles 
M30 0LU 

Calendar for this Week—Church Opening in Red 
Saturday 13th Feb: 5.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Vigil Mass for Sunday) (Livestreamed) 
Sunday 14th:           9.30am Mass at Holy Cross (Recording available from 9.00am Sunday) 
   11.15am Mass at Holy Cross 
Monday 15th: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) 

         Tuesday 16th: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) 
               + Ash Wednesday 17th: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) 
       7.00pm Mass at Holy Cross  

Thursday 18th: 10.00am Mass (Livestreamed ONLY) 
Friday 19th:  6.00pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament (Livestreamed ONLY) 
   6.30pm Stations of the Cross (Livestreamed ONLY) 
   7.00pm Mass (Livestreamed ONLY) 

Saturday 20th: Daytime Mass at 12 Noon behind closed doors following a Holy Hour from 11.00am (Livestreamed ONLY)  
    Church open for: 5.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Vigil Mass for Sunday) (Livestreamed) 

*** STATIONS of the CROSS for LENT *** 
...each Friday at 6.30pm—online only this week because of closure. 

“WALK WITH ME” BOOKLETS 
The Lenten “Walk With Me” booklets, with prayers, readings 
and reflections for each day of Lent, are now available and  
individually wrapped at the back of church. Please take one per 
household as you leave—once again, do not be concerned by 
the £1 price label—take it and use it, with our compliments. 

CATHOLIC UNIVERSE and CATHOLIC TIMES 
Anyone who would like these Catholic publications can get them 
delivered directly to your home every week, POST FREE. Please go 
to www.thecatholicuniverse.com or call them on 0161 820 5722 
and they will make arrangements for you. SPECIAL OFFERS:  
3 months for £25, 12 months for £99  or £55 for a digital subscription. 

Holy Cross Closed 
for Asbestos works 

Our 
Lenten 

Charities 
this year: 

Mary’s Meals 
& 

Caritas 
Diocese of 

Salford 

https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/documents/Look14Feb2021ps.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/76e219dab8653b775ba8aac4c/files/88b90b57-c3d6-4cdc-bb3f-f5ce27fe4330/LDAH_Ordinary_6B.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRbsD6B1cg7beD8NWwaCOLg
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/live
https://thecatholicuniverse.com/

