
CATHOLIC PARISH � ST JOHN PAUL II, ECCLES 

8th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
YEAR C      Morning Prayer Week 4 

Services held at: Holy Cross, Patricro� and St Mary’s, Eccles 

Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricro�, M30 8QD 

A PASTORAL LETTER FROM BISHOP JOHN 
My dear brothers and sisters in Christ,  

The Season of Lent begins in just a few days and calls us to reflect 
on our Faith and to make resolu4ons about how we might put our 
Faith into ac4on in more prac4cal ways. O�en this invites us to 
private reflec4on about personal rou4nes of prayer, fas4ng and 
alms-giving. I would ask that this year we look beyond personal 
lives, to our role within our wider communi4es and to the voice of 
the Church in our world.  

In prepara4on for Lent this year I am wri4ng to you about a very 
urgent ma8er about which I think most of us are at least aware 
but we have not yet recognised the need to make a prac4cal re-
sponse. I speak about Climate Change and our care for the envi-
ronment of our planet. We have been fortunate, thus far, in expe-
riencing only rela4vely minor evidence of Climate Change in the 
United Kingdom. But even here we have experienced freak weath-
er condi4ons which are clear evidence of changes to our climate. 
We have had unprecedented floods which have destroyed homes 
and livelihoods, seasonal changes and the so-called Beast from 
the East. Elsewhere in our world severe and long term droughts, 
floods, rising sea-levels and extreme record-breaking tempera-
tures are clear evidence of the damage that our ac4ons and our 
way of life are inflic4ng on our world. These have affected millions 
of people, most o�en in the poorest countries of the world and 
people who have done least to damage our environment.  

This is not a problem that we can just leave to governments to 
remedy. They must certainly play their part and we must pray that 
the recent Conferences in Paris and Poland have done something 
to unite na4ons in a common endeavour. But Pope Francis tells us 
that we are all required, every one of us, to make changes to our 
lives and begin to repair the damage before ma8ers become irre-
versible. I am sure that a growing number of people are aware of 
these problems but all too many of us are not engaging in those 
prac4cal ac4ons which are required in order to make the essen4al 
difference.  

You might well ask why the Bishop is speaking to us about Climate 
Change when we are gathered for Mass on Sunday. I am wri4ng 
because Pope Francis is leading the way in calling us to be aware 
of what we have done to our world and the certainty that, without 
immediate and sustained ac4on, we will inflict irreparable damage 
on our planet which will adversely affect the lives of our children 
and our children’s children. This is most certainly a ma8er which is 
rooted in our Faith. Crea4on is God’s gi� to us and we are called 
to be stewards of crea4on. But for all too long we have exploited 
our world  

and its resources, o�en in ignorance as to the consequences, hav-
ing no regard for the impact of our ac4ons. But now we are com-
ing to understand what we have done and we have 4me to cor-
rect the damage, if we act quickly.  

A great deal of difference can be made through a number of small 
ac4ons in our personal lives. To name a few: We can shop more 
carefully, par4cularly choosing local produce, so saving the expen-
sive transporta4on costs and use of fuel. We can cut the tempera-
ture on our central hea4ng (perhaps wearing a pullover around 
our home). We can walk more and use less petrol, using public 
transport more regularly. We can turn lights off in unused rooms, 
hang washing out to dry rather than using energy-expensive dry-
ing machines. We can reduce the waste we make and recycle 
more. These may seem almost trivial but they are significant ways 
where we can make an impact for the good. We show the good-
ness of our faith by our ac4ons.  

We can also spread the word among family and friends so that 
everyone comes to understand their role and their responsibili-
4es. I would like to challenge every parish in this Diocese to form a 
group concerned with giving advice and making prac4cal respons-
es. I invite every parish to watch “Global Healing” as an introduc-
4on to prac4cal ways of helping to heal our planet. I challenge this 
Diocese to take the lead in Pope Francis’ call to healing our planet. 
Let’s make the Diocese of Salford a flagship for ways to heal and 
care for our common home. We are beginning a major environ-
mental project in the grounds of Wardley Hall and, since this is 
such an important ma8er, I have also wri8en a le8er to all our 
schools asking our young people to find ways to involve their 
school communi4es in our efforts.  

I would always like to think that, as the Bishop of the Diocese, I 
can always encourage and express hope. I believe that, thanks to 
the advances of science, we have discovered the reasons for Cli-
mate Change and we s4ll have 4me to correct our ways. We know 
that we have caused the ex4nc4on of thousands of species. We 
are changing the seasons by our destruc4on of the rain forests 
and we have plundered our natural resources for profit. We have 
caused the mel4ng of the icecaps, the severe droughts, the freak 
storms, the varia4ons of the seasons upon which agriculture and 
food produc4on depend. We have caused people in coastal re-
gions to lose their livelihoods through rising sea levels. But, with 
our commitment and our common par4cipa4on, we can slow the 
destruc4on of the environment and begin to correct our mistakes. 
There is s4ll 4me but unless we achieve significant progress in the 
next 12 years, our scien4sts are certain that our future genera-
4ons will suffer life-changing consequences with no means of 
turning the clock back.  

And in our determina4on and endeavours, let us remember that 
we are not walking alone. The gi� of the Spirit ensures that we 
have the strength to do what is right. There is no doubt that we 
face a human catastrophe but by our determina4on we can heal 
the damage, mend our planet and “care for our common home” 
for future genera4ons.  

“Stay with us, Lord, on our journey”  

Yours devotedly,  

 

 

 
 

+ John Arnold  
Bishop of Salford  

St JOHN PAUL II PARISH ACTIVITIES FOR LENT 
Following last week’s “Hope in the Future” Group mee4ng, we 
now have the following plans in place for Lent. 

1 Lenten Challenge: “Mary’s Meals” is a global movement of 
people from all walks of life, united in the belief that no 
child in this world of plenty should endure a day without a 
meal. The organisation now provides school meals to 
1,425,013 children in 18 countries. They can feed a child for 
a whole year with just £13.90. Could we help them to feed 
100 children this Lent? 

2 Stations of the Cross: These will be led on Friday evenings 
at Holy Cross, during Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, 
and led by members of our Hope in the Future Group. Could 
you join us at 6.30pm on Fridays of Lent to pray and reflect 
on Christ’s Passion and Death, endured for our sakes? 

3 Parish Reconciliation Services: A choice of three Rite II Ser-
vices of Reconciliation, offering First Confessions to the Sac-
ramental Programme children, are also open to all parish-
ioners, with visiting priests assisting on each occasion. Could 
this be a part of your spiritual preparation for Easter?  

  Thursday 14th March, 6.30pm at Holy Cross 
  Thursday 21st March, 6.30pm at St Mary’s 
  Wednesday 27th March, 6.30pm at Holy Cross 

OFFERTORY 
Collec6on: 23rd/24th February:  See print version 

RETIRING COLLECTIONS 
This week:  SVP monthly collec4on 
Next week:  Launch of Lenten Challenge — “Mary’s Meals” 

See article above  on “Lenten Activities” 

• New to one of the parishes? 

• Know someone who is sick or in hospital? 

• Like a visit from the priest? 

• Think the parish may be able to help you, or you us, in any way? 

 Please speak to Fr Mar4n, a�er Mass or at any convenient 4me 



PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 
Parish Priest:  Fr Mar4n A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     mar4n.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 

Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other 4mes 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Halls Hire:  Enquiries to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839 
 New Email: hall1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
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MASS TIMES 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  6.15pm at Holy Cross 
Sunday Morning:   9.30am at St Mary’s 
    11.00am at Holy Cross 

(with Children's Liturgy throughout the academic year) 
Refreshments served after morning Mass at Holy Cross 

and as announced at St Mary’s 
Sunday Evening:  6.15pm at St Mary’s 
Weekdays:   See Weekday Calendar below 
Holydays:    As announced beforehand 

Holy Cross RC Church  
Liverpool Road  
Patricro�   
M30 8QD   

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Katrina Foster/Tara Higgins/Ged Dale 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Mary’s:     0161 789 4532 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Friday: 6.30-6.50pm at Holy Cross 

Saturday:  11.00-11.50am at St Mary’s  
and 5.45-6.05pm at Holy Cross 

(or at any reasonable time on request) 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 

a time of preparation is also required before Baptism. 
Please speak to Fr Martin or Sr Jenny after Mass 

BAPTISMS 
May God bless Sophia, Ivy, Seamus, Ayomide and Layla-May who 
were bap4sed at Holy Cross on Sunday 24th February. 

“LOVE’S OWN STORY IS YOURS” 
There will be a series of medita4ons on the seven Last Words of 
Christ on Wednesdays of Lent (star4ng this week  on Ash Wednes-
day, 6th March) at St Mary’s, Mulberry Street, (the “Hidden 
Gem”). See the poster at the back of church, or pick up a flyer. All 
are welcome to “meet the real Christ” for Lent, in prepara4on for 
the great celebra4on of Easter. 

ESTABLISHING NEW KEYHOLDERS for St MARY’S 
Thank you to those who have kindly offered to help as keyholders 
as we move into a new system for opening and securing St Mary’s 
church, whether we have as yet taken you up on your offer or 
not. The changes are essen4al now that the parish priest is no 
longer resident on site.  Please bear with us as new systems be-
come established.  

PARISH MASS TIMES ONLINE 
We have been approached, on more than one occasion, with com-
plaints that our Mass 4mes are shown incorrectly on the parish 
website. This is not the case, but please be aware that Sunday 
Mass 4mes are also adver4sed on some other websites over 
which we have no control (though our recent changes have been 
reported to the site owners). Our parish website is 
www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk and only here can we control 
what informa4on is displayed. Thank you for your understanding. 

St Mary’s RC Church 
Oxford Street 
Eccles 
M30 0LU 

                                                                                                                                                        Weekday Calendar Weekday Calendar Weekday Calendar Weekday Calendar (Week beginning Monday 4th March) 

Monday:   9.00am Morning Prayer at Holy Cross followed by 9.15am Eucharis6c Service 

Tuesday:  12 noon Mass at St Mary’s 
   7.00pm Choir rehearsal at Holy Cross. New members always welcome 

Ash Wednesday:  10.00am Mass at St Mary’s with St Mary’s School in a8endance 
   1.45pm Mass at Holy Cross with Holy Cross and All Saints and St Gilbert’s Schools in a8endance 
   7.00pm Mass at Holy Cross. Ashes will be distributed at all Masses today 
Thursday:  10.00am Mass in St Mary’s School Hall with Y5&6. This is our parish Mass today — all are welcome 
   2.00pm Prayer Mee4ng at St Gilbert’s Presbytery 
Friday:  6.30pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at Holy Cross with Stations of the Cross followed by 7pm Mass and Divine Mercy 

 11.00am Exposi6on of the Blessed Sacrament at St Mary’s followed by 12 noon Mass and Novena

PRAYER REQUESTS 

 

 
                                   

Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 
The sick: Sylvie, Patricia, Yves, Win, Joy, Fr Devaney, Tricia, Bar-
ry, Marie, Catherine, James, Albert, Alan, John, John, Malcolm, 
Betty, Evelyn, Elizabeth, Terry, Elizabeth, Anne, Mary, Elizabeth, 
Joan, Amanda, Pat, Eunice, Billy, David, Evie, Mary, Chamari, 
Jean, Sheila, Monica, Joan, Clare, John, Eileen, Kathleen, Joyce, 
Margaret, Christine, Jean, Margaret, Deborah, Patrick, Sister 
Olivia, Fr Connelly, Jean, Vincent, Maureen, Eleanor, Margaret, 
Robert, Ken, Catorina, Michaela, Tony, Melanie, Bernard, Mar-
tin and Bridget and family, Margaret, Elaine, Ellen, Alec, Glenes, 
Mary, Stephen, Sheila, Caroline, Lynne, Joe, David, Angela, Jack-
ie, Christopher and Clifford, Mary, Gemma, Rosa, Sheila, Mar-
tin, Joanne, Desmond, John, Joan, Janice, Bill, Harvey, Marie, 
John Donelon, Kenneth Morrissey, Vera Campbell, Lilly Gannon, 
Gerald, May, Louise, Peggy, Matthew, Evelyn, Margaret, Antho-
ny, Debbie, Mary, Peter, Theresa, Sylvia, Martin, Mavis, 
Maureen, Johnny, Robin and Steven, Sister Regina, Nijole, Josie, 
Stephen, Jessie, Bernard, Jack and Joan, Kevin. 

Lately Dead: Sean Fanning, Violet Freeman, Peter Rose, Martin 
Roddy, Sr Austin Cairns, James Foley, Victorine De Messe 
Zinsou, Hortense Gallié, Lesley Costello, Philomena Bowler, 
David Antler, Helena Tryk, Delia Blackburn, Baby Adrianna War-
wrzyk. 

Anniversaries: Sheila Cusack, Ted Hosey, Thomas Brehony, Alex 
Santana Fernandes, Joan Baillie, Gerard Nicholls, Eileen Banks, 
Agnes Geeney, Jean-Jaques Béchio, Pierre Gallié, Evelyn Coppi-
ni, Harry Banks, Madge Simpson, Esther Roddy, Catherine and 
John Dempsey, Michael Murphy. 

Remembrance: Charles Geeney, Marie Payne, Ann Geeney, 
Bernard Chinnery, Chinnery and Kirk families. 

We also pray: in thanksgiving, for world peace, for the people 
of Southern Cameroon, for Bishop John and the restructuring of 
our diocese, for the housebound and those in hospital, nursing 
and residential homes, and for a number of special intentions. 

                      2nd/3rd March 2019  
This week we pray for: 
• the parish of St. Peter and St. Thomas More,  

Middleton, with Fr. Hopkinson and Fr. Blackburn and  
Bishop Brain   

• the parish of St. Osmund, Breightmet, with Fr. Heakin  
• their parish primary schools. 


