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BEING HONEST with HUMILITY 

T oday’s Gospel sees Jesus criticising the hypocrisy of people who 
watch others carefully and criticise their faults without recognising 

their own imperfections. “It’s good to tell the truth” we always 
say—but to tell truths against others whilst neglecting or hiding the 
equal truths of our own failings will never gain us friends, and nor 
will it bring others to the joy of the Gospel. It’s not as though Jesus 
is saying that criticism should never be given—at times constructive 
criticism is the best way to help us grow into better people and be 
better at what we do. But the manner in which criticism is given is 
so important. Jesus says: “a man’s words flow out of what fills his 
heart,” and this is the key to the right sort of criticism. It should 
come from “the store of goodness” in a person’s heart—never from 
anger, never from cynicism, never from jealousy, never from a  
desire for revenge and never to steal a person’s dignity. If our words 
flow from a store of goodness within, then what we share is love, 
and any criticism we offer will be motivated from no other source. 
On the other hand, when we look down in self-righteousness, when 
we set ourselves up as judges, we stand to gain nothing but enmity 
and mistrust. And isn’t there far too much of this in our world today?  

“Lord, fill our hearts with your love, that we may both receive and 
share your healing grace. Help us to recognise our own failings 
first, before we say a word against our neighbour. Amen.”  

ENDING of MANDATORY COVID RESTRICTIONS 
Whilst the Government has now ended all formal restrictions due 
to Covid and replaced them with a request that people exercise 
care, we would still actively encourage the wearing of masks in 
church because people are sitting for an extended time close to 
each other. Thank you for your ongoing co-operation. 

RECEPTION of HOLY COMMUNION at MASS 
Some of the restrictions around receiving Holy Communion during 
the pandemic can now be relaxed. We are still unable to share the 
Chalice, but for those who feel more comfortable receiving Com-
munion on the tongue,  it is now permissible to offer it this way. 
Regarding the traditional Communion queue, whilst stewarding is 
no longer a formal requirement, we feel inclined to keep the  
reverential direction from stewards at this time, but your  
comments would always be welcome. Thank you. 

PRAYERS for UKRAINE 
With the current situation in Ukraine, Pope Francis has declared 
that Ash Wednesday be held as a special day of prayer and fasting 
for peace there. Our Masses that day will be offered for peace in 
Ukraine, and the church will be open for 30 minutes before each 
of the Masses for private prayer. Please keep this special  
intention in your personal prayers too, to add to the great voice of 
the Church throughout the world. 

FAIRTRADE FORTNIGHT 
We are in the middle of this year’s “Fairtrade Fortnight” and are 
asked to reflect upon the way our lives and our choices influence 
the livelihoods of people in the developing world. There will be 
tea and coffee served after both Sunday Masses next weekend, 
with only Fairtrade refreshments on offer. AND—if any would like 
to get to the 11.15 Mass but require transport, just phone the office 
(789 4424) and we will arrange to make the parish minibus available. 

WORLD DAY of PRAYER 
The annual Service for World Day of Prayer takes place locally at 
Monton Methodist Church, Grange Drive, Monton, M30 9JJ this 
Friday (4th March) at 2pm and again at 7pm.  This year the Service 
has been prepared by the Christian women on England, Wales and 
Northern Ireland with the theme: “I know the plans I have for you.” 
All are welcome! This used to be called the “Women’s World Day 
of Prayer” but it is now also open to men (and children) as well. 

St MARY’S CHURCH 
Real progress is now being seen at St Mary’s with a hope that 
benches will be returned and fixed in place next week. We are 
then, as it were, on the “home straight” and can look forward to 
reopening soon. Thank you for bearing with us throughout this 
extended time of closure—I’m sure you’ll think it worth the wait! 

FUNERAL MASS for PAT DALE 
Pat is so well remembered in this area, and particularly by  
members of the former St Matthew’s parish. Her funeral will take 
place this Thursday (3rd March), 12 noon at Christ the King 
Church, Walkden, followed by burial at 1.15pm in Wardley  
Cemetery. The Service can be attended online by clicking on this 
link:   https://youtu.be/bjmSiIxfjnY 
There will be a gathering afterwards at Ellesmere Golf Club. 
Donations, in aid of the local organisation “Dancing with Dementia,” 
are welcomed and can be sent to any member of the family or to 
Howarth’s Funeral Directors, Balfron House, 2-4 Balmoral Road, 
Farnworth, Bolton BL4 9HR. 

LENT STUDY GROUPS 
These popular study events organised by Churches Together in Eccles 
will be taking place virtually this year to keep the vulnerable safe. The 
study book will be ‘A Passion for Christ’ which will cost participants 
£6.00. If you would like to join, please contact Rev Jenny Lewis on 07752 
951479, 0161 707 6230 or jennylewis1@1dsl.pipex.com, leaving your 
name and address. If you wish to join the Zoom group (rather than  
simply studying on your own), your email address will also be needed.  

PRAYER REQUESTS                                   
Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 
The sick: Mark, Tom, Angela, Jack, Bridie, Maureen, Peggy, Bridget, 
Peter, Rifa, Barbara, Edna, Ann-Marie, Liz, Stephen, Elizabeth, Ire-
ne, Shane, Sidney, Margaret, Carole, Marjorie, Geoff, Anne, Agnes, 
Alan, Margaret, Peter, Ann, Paul, Allan,Edward, Karen & Sylvia, 
Kenneth, Kathleen, Pat, Helen, Bridget, Sara, Mary, Carole, Phil, 
Sarah, Alan and Mary, Molly, Anne, Patrick, David, Peter, Kevin, 
Helen, Lynn, Pam and Derek, Pauline, Shannon, John, Chris, 
Clifford, Mrs Wood, Marian, Bridget, Iris, Pauline, Sharon, Fr Mullin, 
Paul, Maureen, Pat, David, Terry, Betty, Kathleen, Stanley, Cathe-
rine, James, Alan, Evelyn, Elizabeth, Anne, Mary, Joan, Amanda, 
Pat, Billy, David, Evie, Mary, Chamari, Sheila, Monica, Clare, John, 
Eileen, Kathleen, Joyce, Margaret, Christine, Jean, Margaret, Debo-
rah, Patrick, Fr Connelly, Jean, Maureen, Eleanor, Margaret, Rob-
ert, Ken, Catorina, Michaela, Tony, Elaine, Ellen, Glenes, Caroline, 
Lynne, Joe, Jackie, Gemma, Martin, Joanne, John, Janice, Bill, John, 
Vera, Lilly, Gerald, Louise, Matthew, Evelyn, Margaret, Anthony, 
Debbie, Mary, Peter, Theresa, Maureen, Johnny, Robin and Steven, 
Nicola, Don, Nijole, Roger, Ken, Stephen, Mildred. 
Lately Dead: Fr Peter Lafferty CSSP, Pat Dale, Catherine Mullen, 
Josette Buenaventura, Norman McKenzie, Barry Ratcliffe, Arthur 
Farrington, Ujitha Silva, Graham Compton, Ron Sparrow, Vivienne 
Morrissey, Stephen John Comerford. 
Anniversaries: Weir Larsen, Sean Fanning, Gerard Nicholls, Bob 
Boyle, Winifred Hannan, Eunice Connelly, Christina Walsh, John Jae 
Tighe, Joan Baillie, Catherine & John Dempsey, Michael Murphy, 
William and Kathleen Tuite, Mary Ferm, John Sargent, Esther and 
Michael Roddy, baby Michael Roddy, Kath Kitson, Maura 
McLernon, Agnes McCarthy, May Fagan, Sheila Tighe, Jean & John 
Callery, Arthur Baum, Teresa Arden. 
Remembrance: Weir Larsen, Charles and Agnes Geeney, Marie 
Payne. 
We also pray: in thanksgiving to Our Blessed Lady, in thanksgiving 
for a first great-grandchild, for Val (90th Birthday congratulations), 
for migrants, for the people of Afghanistan, for peace in Ukraine 
and all around the world, and for an end to racism in all its forms. 
We pray for the Syro-Malabar community, for each of our schools, 
and for our Sacramental Programme families. We pray for all world 
leaders, for God’s guidance and support throughout the Covid-19 
crisis and for all those suffering from the disease, for the house-
bound and those in hospital, nursing and residential homes, for NHS 
and Care Home workers and for a number of special intentions.  

Services usually held at: Holy Cross, Patricroft and St Mary’s, Eccles 
Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricroft, M30 8QD 

https://youtu.be/bjmSiIxfjnY


                               PARISH CONTACT DETAILS  (Please note that email addresses below can NOT be clicked as links) 
Parish Priest:  Fr Martin A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     martin.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 
Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Facebook: @ourparishcommunity 
Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other times 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Halls Hire:  Enquiries to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839  
 Email:  hall1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 

Stay with us, Lord, on our Journey 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES from NEXT WEEK 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  6.00pm at Holy Cross 
Sunday Morning:   9.30am at Holy Cross 
    11.15am at Holy Cross 

Children’s Liturgies are currently suspended 
Refreshments after Masses are also currently suspended 

Weekdays:   See Calendar below 
Holydays:    As announced beforehand 

Holy Cross RC Church  
370 Liverpool Road  
Patricroft   
M30 8QD   

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Tara Higgins/Ged Dale 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Mary’s:     0161 789 4532 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Confessions currently available, 11.10-11.45am on Saturdays 

and during Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament on Fridays 
Please be guided by the stewards 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptism. 

Please refer to the website for further information 

St JOHN PAUL II PARISH ACTIVITIES FOR LENT 
Following the recent “Hope in the Future” Committee meeting, we 
now have the following plans in place for Lent. 
1 Lenten Challenge: “Aid to the Church in need” is an inter-

national Catholic pastoral aid organization, which yearly 
offers financial support to more than 5,000 projects worldwide. 
Meanwhile the “Society of St Vincent de Paul”  is an  
international voluntary organization in the Catholic Church, 
founded in 1833 for the sanctification of its members by 
personal service of the poor, with one of its innumerable 
“Conferences” here in our own parish of St John Paul II. Our 
challenge this year is to raise £750.00 each (£1,500 in total) in 
support of ACN and our own SVP Conference (which works 
tirelessly to help local people in urgent need of support). 

2 Stations of the Cross: These will be celebrated on Friday  
evenings at Holy Cross, after 30 minutes’ Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament, led by members of our Hope in the Future Committee. 
Could you join us at 6.30pm on Fridays of Lent to pray and  
reflect on Christ’s Passion and Death, endured for our sakes? 

3 Parish Reconciliation Services: A choice of three “Rite II”  
 Services of Reconciliation, offering First Confessions to the 
 Sacramental Programme children, will also be open to all 
 parishioners, with visiting priests assisting on each occasion. 
 Could this be a part of your spiritual preparation for  
 Easter? (Dates of these will be announced soon) 

COLLECTIONS 
Last week’s collection in church totalled £740.22. Thank you also 
to all those who donate by Standing Order, Direct Debit, online and 
via the contactless device at the back of church. 

CYCLE of PRAYER 
This week we pray, throughout the diocese,  
for the people of the parish of Christ the King, Newton Heath,  for 
Fr Derek McCartney, their parish priest, and for their parish  
primary school.  
May they always give thanks to the Lord. 

St Mary’s RC Church 
Oxford Street 
Eccles 
M30 0LU 

St PATRICK’S NIGHT 
...with special guest star Jimmy Cricket on 
Friday 18th March, 7.30-10.30pm in Holy 
Cross Community Hall. Tickets now on sale 
after Mass at £12 for adults, £5 children, with 

hot supper included. Bring your own drinks (there will not be a bar). 
Any queries, please contact Veronica via the parish office. Raffle prize  
donations are requested, please—these may be brought along to 
Holy Cross church or delivered to the parish office. Thank you in  
advance for your support!. 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMMES 
Baptisms: Please pray for Maxwell and Leonardo, who were Baptised 
this week. 
First Communion Programme—Great to see you at Mass! Please 
spread the word that, in line with our usual policy and to ensure the 
best understanding of the Sacrament for the children, weekly  
attendance at Mass in person is now expected apart from exceptional 
circumstances (sickness, special vulnerability or self-isolation etc). 
Presentation of certificates. This will continue to be followed up 
over the next few weeks. 

Calendar for This Week—Church Opening in Red 
        Saturday 26th Feb: 6.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Vigil Mass for Sunday) (Livestreamed) 
            Sunday 27th:  9.30am Mass at Holy Cross 

   11.15am Mass at Holy Cross 
              Monday 28th: Sorry, no Mass on Mondays  
            Tuesday 1st March: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) 
           sh Wednesday:  Masses at Holy Cross at 10.00am, 1.30pm and 7.00pm, with distribution of Ashes 
    Thursday 3rd: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed)  
    Friday 4th:  6.00pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament (with Confessions available) 
       6.30pm Stations of the Cross 
       7.00pm Mass, all at Holy Cross (all these services will be Livestreamed)   
           Saturday 5th: 12 noon Mass at Holy Cross following a Holy Hour from 11.00am (Livestreamed)  

6.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Vigil Mass for Sunday) (Livestreamed) 
This Mass will continue to be available on the Sunday Mass page of our website on Sunday and throughout the week, and on 
our Facebook Page. It can also viewed live and during the week on our YouTube channel. 

All Services at St Mary’s are  
suspended during the  

renovation works 

LENT 
begins on Wednesday 
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https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.mygivinghub.com/detailed/donate?charity_id=1086324&type=2&reference=S07&amount=
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/live/last-sunday-s-mass
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRbsD6B1cg7beD8NWwaCOLg

