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CORONAVIRUS—IMPORTANT UPDATE 

C urrent evidence is that in most cases COVID-19 is a mild 
illness, though it can cause more severe symptoms in 

people with weakened immune systems, older people, and 
those with long-term conditions like diabetes, cancer and 
chronic lung disease. For most people who get the illness, 
the symptoms will be rather like flu, and essentially at this 
stage our precautions are the same as they should be for 
seasonal flu. Advice from the Bishops’ Conference of 
England and Wales has been expanded and updated by their 
healthcare advisor, Professor Jim McManus (Director of 
Public Health for Hertfordshire) to prepare us for various 
possible eventualities. Guidelines follow a stepped 
approach, with clear trigger indicators to move us from one 
stage to the next. At present, we are at “Stage 1.” Whilst we 
know the number of cases is rising significantly every day, at 

7me of wri7ng (6th March) the latest figures show just 21 
cases in the North West of England. To be clear—”Stage 2” 
would be triggered by a number of cases being posi7vely 
iden7fied in our locality by Public Health England, or by a 
single case confirmed within our parish community. 
We would ask, please, that everyone who is able to do so 
register for the parish email-update service if you have not 
already done so, (simply go to the “Members” tab on the 
parish website and follow the instruc7ons there). This way 
you will be informed in advance if and when we move to 
Stage 2 (or even to the extreme “Stage 3” protocols)—and 
this will not only let you know of the significant changes you 
will find in church, but will also offer you advice before you 
even set off for Mass. However, we are not at these stages yet. 

What ARE we doing just now? 
• We are in the process of providing hand-gel dispensers at 

the church entrances. Whether or not they are stocked by 
this weekend is dependent upon awaited deliveries. Once 
they are, we encourage you to use them as you enter the 
churches. 

• We are regularly wiping/disinfec7ng door handles etc in 
the churches. 

• We have hand gel dispensers in the sanctuary of each 
church, and ask that all Eucharis7c Ministers cleanse their 
hands before and a@er distribu7ng Holy Communion. 

What are we NOT doing at this stage? 
Guidelines are clear: “There is no need as things stand for the 
Chalice to be withdrawn or the sign of peace suspended”  
(Bishops’ Conference Stage 1 guidance). Public Health  
England also answers the question “Should people avoid 
shaking hands?” clearly: “We may get to a point where, if 
we see more widespread infec7on, we may ask people to 
limit the social contact they have with each other. This could 
include limi7ng everyday interac7on, although we’re not 
there yet.” (PHE advice as updated on 6th March). 

What are we asking YOU to do? 
• IF YOU HAVE COLD OR FLU SYMPTOMS—please: 1) “Catch 

it, Bin it, Kill it,” follow na7onal guidelines when coughing 
or sneezing; 2) refrain from shaking hands at the sign of 
peace; 3) do not come to the chalice; and 4) receive the 
Communion Host in your hand, not on your tongue. 

• FOR ALL OF US—please use the hand gel when you come 
into the church as soon as it is up and running. We are also 
now encouraging everyone to receive Holy Communion 
in the hand rather than on the tongue. 

• ALSO—Please respect the wishes of anyone who prefers to 
go beyond these guidelines and offers you a friendly  
gesture in place of the handshake at the sign of peace. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

 

 
                                   

Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 

The sick: Patrick (age 7), David, Peter, Kevin, Helen, Lynn, 
Pam and Derek, Pauline, Shannon, John, Chris, Ann, Pat-
rick, Sister Jenny, Clifford, Mrs Wood, Frances, Marian, 
Bridget, Iris, Pauline, Sharon, Fr Mullin, John, Joan, Paul, 
Peter, Maureen, Pat, Patrick, David, Sister Maureen, 
Yvonne, Terry, BeIy, BeIy, Kathleen, ColeIe, Stanley, 
Win, Catherine, James, Alan, BeIy, Evelyn, Elizabeth, 
Anne, Mary, Joan, Amanda, Pat, Billy, David, Evie, Mary, 
Chamari, Sheila, Monica, Joan, Clare, John, Eileen, Kath-
leen, Joyce, Margaret, Chris7ne, Jean, Margaret, Debo-
rah, Patrick, Fr Connelly, Jean, Vincent, Maureen, Elea-
nor, Margaret, Robert, Ken, Catorina, Michaela, Tony, 
Bernard, Elaine, Ellen, Glenes, Sheila, Caroline, Lynne, 
Joe, Jackie, Gemma, Sheila, Mar7n, Joanne, John, Joan, 
Janice, Bill, Marie, John, Kenneth, Vera, Lilly, Gerald, May, 
Louise, MaIhew, Evelyn, Margaret, Anthony, Debbie, 
Mary, Peter, Theresa, Sylvia, Maureen, Johnny, Robin and 
Steven, Sister Alphonsus, Sister Regina, Colin, Nijole, Ken, 
Stephen, Jack and Joan, Kevin. 

Lately Dead: Eunice Connelly (whose funeral will take 
place at St Mary’s Church on Thursday 19th March, at 12 

noon), Stuart Whelpton, Mary Rust, Peter FroggaI, Philip 
Costello, Kenneth Englehard, Roisin Lynch, Kevin Lord, 
Peter Smith, Renée Tyldsley, Bridie Philips, Hugh Gilmore, 
Margaret McNuff, Monica Kenton, Jim Gavin. 

Anniversaries: Margaret (Peggy) and Brian Hall (Sunday’s 
11am Mass), Jack Twemlow, Evelyn Coppini, John Potter, 
Ted Hosey, Brian Platt, Barbara Higgins, Joan Baillie, Sheila 
Cusack, Eileen Banks, Martin Roddy, Gerard Nicholls, Sean 
Fanning, Agnes Geeney. 

Remembrance: Mollie and George Blinkhorn. 

We also pray: for John Ward, for Sr Annie and her projects 
in Syria, for the intentions of Fr Peter Gooden, the many 
emergencies of our world, for the housebound and those in 
hospital, nursing and residential homes, and for a number 
of special intentions.  

Services held at: Holy Cross, Patricro@ and St Mary’s, Eccles 

Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricro@, M30 8QD 

OFFERTORY 
Collec4on: 29th February/1st March     See print version 
  Fairtrade Fortnight  (to Traidcraft Exch.)    See print version 
  CAFOD Dona7on      See print version 
             Thank you 

RETIRING COLLECTIONS 
This week: SVP Monthly Collection (Challenge will continue) 
Next week: (Challenge will continue) 

• New to one of the parishes? 

• Know someone who is sick or in hospital? 

• Like a visit from the priest? 

• Think the parish may be able to help you, or you us, in any way? 

 Please speak to Fr Mar7n, a@er Mass or at any convenient 7me 



PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 
Parish Priest:  Fr Mar7n A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     mar7n.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 

Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other 7mes 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Halls Hire:  Enquiries to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839 
 New Email: hall1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
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MASS TIMES 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  6.15pm at Holy Cross 
Sunday Morning:   9.30am at St Mary’s 
    11.00am at Holy Cross 
(usually with Children's Liturgy throughout the academic year) 

Refreshments now served after morning Mass  
at both churches—Please stay a while! 

Sunday Evening:  6.15pm at St Mary’s 
Weekdays:   See Weekday Calendar below 
Holydays:    As announced beforehand 

Holy Cross RC Church  
370 Liverpool Road  
Patricro@   
M30 8QD   

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Katrina Foster/Tara Higgins/Ged Dale 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Mary’s:     0161 789 4532 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
    Usual 7mes: Friday: 6.30-6.50pm at Holy Cross 

Saturday:  11.00-11.45am at St Mary’s  
and 5.45-6.05pm at Holy Cross 

(or at any reasonable time on request) 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 

a time of preparation is also required before Baptism. 
Please speak to Fr Martin or Sr Jenny after Mass 

LIVING THE SUNDAY EUCHARIST 
Part 13: LITURGY OF THE WORD—Responsorial Psalm 

Too many words are indiges7ble, which is why the Church 
gives us a break in the Liturgy of the Word – at least in  
theory! The Responsorial Psalm is something different from the 
readings that precede and follow it – ideally it is a musical  
interlude, a reflec7ve song that helps us “digest” the Word we 
have heard before we hear more! The Psalms have a long  
history, many of them da7ng back three thousand years: they 
were the prayer book of Israel, offering medita7ons on so 
many things – personal sorrow, doubt and grief, expressions of 
trust, hope and faith, the rejoicing and mourning of the whole 
people. In a sense there is a psalm for every situa7on in life! 
Each Sunday, a psalm (or por7on of a psalm) is selected that 
flows from the first reading, chewing it over in poetry and 
song. Since these are (and always have been) songs, they 
should be sung – preferably by a cantor with a response for the 
people. Even if the Psalm is not sung, it must somehow mark a 
“change of pace” in the Liturgy of the Word, being more about 
prayer, reflec7on and contempla7on than understanding, and 
each parish must think about how to use the Psalms effec7vely 
in Sunday worship – some parishes invite everyone to recite 
the psalm together, some make use of a reader whose only job 
is to proclaim the Psalm prayerfully, so that the change of voice 
allows the Psalm to work. So important is the singing of the 
Psalm that the Church tries to make things easier – in Volume 1 
of the Lec7onary (page 949 onwards) there are some 
“Common texts for Sung Responsorial Psalms”, which provide a 
small number of responses (and psalms) for different seasons 
that can be used instead of the Psalm appointed for the day – 
so a congrega7on (and cantor!) would only need to learn, say 
four or five Psalm responses for the Sundays of Ordinary 7me. 

                     7th/8th March 2020  
This week we pray for: the people of the  
parish of St. Joseph, Todmorden, and their primary school, 
with Fr. Peter McGiveron, their parish priest. 

St Mary’s RC Church 
Oxford Street 
Eccles 
M30 0LU 

NO CHILDREN’S LITURGY THIS WEEK 
Sorry, we are short-staffed and there will be no Children’s  
Liturgy at Holy Cross today. 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMME MEETINGS 
In preparation for the Sacrament of First Reconciliation, 
we are holding a choice of two meetings, both at 6pm, 
this Tuesday (at St Mary’s) or Thursday (Holy Cross) 
for parents and children. 

FIRST COMMUNION TIES 
...are now available to purchase from the piety shops at both 
churches, at £5.00 each. 

DEANERY LENTEN STATION MASSES 
…con7nue this week at St Joseph’s, Irlam, 7pm with  
Confessions available from 6.30pm. Please help our parish be 
well represented! Thank you to those who came along to LiIle 
Hulton last week. 

St PATRICK’S NIGHT at HOLY CROSS HALL 
Coming up next Saturday (14th March), beginning at 7.30pm 
a@er the Vigil Mass. Thank you for all raffle dona7ons received. 

                                                                                                                                                                            Weekday Calendar Weekday Calendar Weekday Calendar Weekday Calendar (Week beginning Monday 9th March) 
Monday:   9.00am Morning Prayer at Holy Cross followed by 9.15am Eucharis4c Service 
Tuesday:  10.00am “Mothers’ Prayers” prayer group for women—Holy Cross Presbytery 
   12 noon Mass at St Mary’s Church 
   6.00pm Mee7ng at St Mary’s for Sacramental Programme Parents and Children, preparing for First Reconciliation 
   7.00pm Music Rehearsal at Holy Cross. New members always welcome 
Wednesday:  9.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at Holy Cross & All Saints’ School  followed by 9.45am Mass. All welcome 
   3.45pm Children’s Choir rehearsal (Y3-Y7) at St Mary’s Church for Easter. New members still welcome 
   7.00pm Lenten Sta4on Mass at St Joseph’s, Irlam with Confessions available from 6.30pm 
Thursday:  12 noon Mass at St Mary’s Church 
   6.00pm Mee7ng at Holy Cross for Sacramental Programme Parents and Children, preparing for First Reconcilia7on 
   7.00pm Important meeting at Holy Cross for Eucharistic Ministers with more details of the Coronavirus guidance 
Friday:   6.30pm Sta4ons of the Cross with Exposi4on of the Blessed Sacrament at Holy Cross  
                 followed by 7pm Mass and Divine Mercy   

 11.00am Exposi4on of the Blessed Sacrament at St. Mary’s followed by 12 noon Mass and Novena


