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THE PERFECT LAW OF FREEDOM 

H ow many arguments we have over matters of law! So many 
laws bind us, we may say for good or for ill, and at times it 

might seem difficult not to put the question “what can we get 
away with?” over the real consideration of why certain laws 
are there. But we cannot deny, we need laws in our lives. With-
out law, we cannot live together in harmony. Good laws gov-
ern and hold together our society, defending the weak and 
enabling people to live in peace. We have laws, too, which help 
us get along as individuals—the laws of good manners, of sim-
ple respect and politeness. But then, there is another set of 
laws too—"God's Law" as we say as Church, but more identifi-
ably "Natural Law," the laws of nature which define how things 
are and how they should act. It is easy to see natural law at 
work when we see cows eating grass and know they would 
probably refuse a chicken curry, or when wild cats pursue their 
prey but would have little time for a vegetarian pizza. Also we 
see higher animals—and humans—caring for their young, edu-
cating and nurturing them to take their place in the social 
scheme of things. In nature, we see species where parents car-
ry out different roles, or where the pack instinct shares out the 
responsibility between many. And finally, in the human race, 
we find ourselves with a rational mind, able to choose—and 
attaching another label to the good decisions we make in our 
care and respect for one another, for our children and for our 
community. The new label is "Love"—and in it, we find the ful-
filment of God's Law, the perfection of our human nature. 

In today's First Reading, we see God's Law laid down in the 
Commandments—not a set of "hoops" for the people to jump 
through, but a model for good, human living. Through them, 
the Israelite society will thrive. Then, as the psalmist then says, 
"The Law of the Lord is perfect"—but people are not. There are 
so many ways and means of selfishly keeping within the 
written law, and yet doing good to no-one but ourselves. And 
into all of this comes Jesus, our Saviour. 
In the Gospel, we see Jesus apparently turning the Law upside-
down. The sacrificial offerings are carefully prepared in the 
Temple, and the people come to purchase those perfect offer-
ings, exchanging, spending and making money in the Temple 
precinct. But Jesus overturns their tables and drives them out. 
"My Father's house is a house of prayer!" he protests—yet no 
laws were being broken. Many people quote this event in 
proof that Jesus had come to abolish the Law—and, indeed, to 
abolish laws in general. But Jesus himself said, elsewhere, "I 
have come not to abolish the Law but to fulfil it." It was to be 
fulfilled  when, on the Cross, he declared "It is accomplished." 
His action in the Temple was not condemning the Law at all—it 
was simply stating that we must take more care over how we 
apply the laws we have. Today, of course, in this time of pan-
demic, we have so many new laws restricting our freedom. Let 
us pray that in these we seek the safety of others before we 
ask ourselves “what can we get away with?” 
The Scriptures exhort us to follow the laws we are given—to 
be, as Christians, beyond reproach. But, governed by Christ's 
perfect "Law of Freedom", we do not follow them by searching 
for loopholes to get the best we can for ourselves out of them 
along the way. We follow just laws out of Love, doing the best 
we can in the service of each other and defending the rights of 
all people to live in peace and harmony. For our human race, 
God's Law is truly the best "law of nature" we will ever find. 

WELCOME BACK to St MARY’S! 
It is good to be able to welcome parishioners back at 9.30am to 
a much warmer St Mary’s. Please do not be upset that the floor 
might be looking a little worse for wear—this is due to be com-
pletely renovated in the Phase 1 works, which you will hear 
more about very soon. Sincere thanks to all those who have 
put huge effort over the last few days into cleaning and prepar-
ing to open. Your team-work is hugely appreciated! 

STATIONS of the CROSS for LENT 
These will continue before Mass each Friday of Lent, beginning 
at 6.30pm and following quiet Exposition of the Blessed  
Sacrament from 6.00pm. Join us either in church or online. 

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY SHEET 
This week’s “Look” leaflet for your children can be found 
HERE and the “Lord’s Day at Home” sheet to accompany 
Sunday’s online Mass can be viewed and downloaded HERE. 

FAIRTRADE FORTNIGHT ENDING TODAY 
The annual fortnight, inviting us to think carefully about the way 
our own lifestyles impact upon the lives of people in the develop-
ing world, concludes today (Sunday). We still have a large selec-
tion of Fairtrade goods available, even though the piety shop 
must remain closed for Covid safety. Anything you may notice as 
you enter or exit the church past the shop, or anything you may 
like from our online Piety Shop (under the “Members’ Area” tab 
on our website), can be ordered from the parish office by phone 
or email. As far as we are able, your purchases will be delivered to 
you directly, but otherwise we may need to ask for an additional 
postal charge. 

BAPTISMS and FIRST HOLY COMMUNIONS 
We are still currently awaiting advice from Bishop’s Confer-
ence, and will let you know when we know more ourselves. 

PRAYER REQUESTS                                   
Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 
The sick: Ann, Paul, Allan, Kevin, Keith, Gwyneth, Peter, Joan, Karen, 
Kenneth, Baby Patrick, Kathleen, Pat, Doreen, Helen, Shirley, Bridget, 
Sara, Chamina, Tara, Mary, Carole, Phil, Carol, Sarah, John, Vincent 
de Paul, Alan and Mary, Molly, Anne, Patrick, David, Peter, Kevin, 
Helen, Lynn, Pam and Derek, Pauline, Shannon, John, Chris, Ann, 
Patrick, Clifford, Mrs Wood, Frances, Marian, Bridget, Iris, Pauline, 
Sharon, Fr Mullin, John, Joan, Paul, Peter, Maureen, Pat, Patrick, 
David, Sister Maureen, Yvonne, Terry, Betty, Betty, Kathleen, Co-
lette, Stanley, Win, Catherine, James, Alan, Betty, Evelyn, Elizabeth, 
Anne, Mary, Joan, Amanda, Pat, Billy, David, Evie, Mary, Chamari, 
Sheila, Monica, Clare, John, Eileen, Kathleen, Joyce, Margaret, Chris-
tine, Jean, Margaret, Deborah, Patrick, Fr Connelly, Jean, Vincent, 
Maureen, Eleanor, Margaret, Robert, Ken, Catorina, Michaela, Tony, 
Bernard, Elaine, Ellen, Glenes, Sheila, Caroline, Lynne, Joe, Jackie, 
Gemma, Sheila, Martin, Joanne, John, Joan, Janice, Bill, John, Ken-
neth, Vera, Lilly, Gerald, May, Louise, Matthew, Evelyn, Margaret, 
Anthony, Debbie, Mary, Peter, Theresa, Sylvia, Maureen, Johnny, 
Robin and Steven, Sister Regina, Nicola, Paul, Nijole, Ken, Stephen, 
Kevin, Sheila. 
Lately Dead: Robert Hall, Frank Rochford, Robert Wallwork, Theresa 
Harrington, James Garner, Barry Smith (Site manager at St Mary’s 
School), Peter Byrne, James Ryan, Maura McLernon, Fr James Aus-
tin, Steven Keigher, Francie Reynolds, Captain Sir Tom Moore, Arthur 
Baum. 
Anniversaries: Margaret (Peggy) and Brian Hall (Vigil Mass), Jim 
Shaw, Sheila Cusack, Barbara Higgins, Margaret Russell, Winifred 
and Charles Hannon, Ted Hosey, Eunice Connelly, Jack Twemlow Snr, 
Eileen Banks, John McPhillips (Birthday Anniversary), Gerard 
Nicholls, Joan Baillie, James & Ann Burns (Anniversary of their wed-
ding), Agnes Geeney, Esther and Martin Roddy, Kathleen and Wil-
liam Tighe, Catherine and John Dempsey, Michael Murphy. 
Remembrance: Jim Scott. 
We also pray: for the success of Pope Francis’ visit to Iraq, for world 
peace, for an end to racism in all its forms and for our schools. We 
pray for world leaders, for God’s guidance and support throughout 
the Covid-19 crisis and for all those suffering from the disease, for 
the housebound and those in hospital, nursing and residential 
homes, for NHS and Care Home workers and for a number of special 
intentions.  

Services usually held at: Holy Cross, Patricroft and St Mary’s, Eccles 
Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricroft, M30 8QD 

https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/documents/Look07Mar2021ps.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/76e219dab8653b775ba8aac4c/files/c006e9b4-38fb-4a4d-b5d4-97dddeba2c5c/LDAH_Lent_2B.pdf
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/parishmembersarea/piety-shop


                               PARISH CONTACT DETAILS  (Please note that email addresses below can NOT be clicked as links) 
Parish Priest:  Fr Martin A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     martin.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 
Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Facebook: @ourparishcommunity 
Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other times 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Halls Hire:  Enquiries to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839  
 Email:  hall1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 

Stay with us, Lord, on our Journey 

CURRENT SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  5.00pm at Holy Cross 
Sunday Morning:   9.30am at St Mary’s 
    11.15am at Holy Cross 

Children’s Liturgies are currently suspended 
Refreshments after Masses are also currently suspended 

Weekdays:   See Calendar below 
Holydays:    As announced beforehand 

Holy Cross RC Church  
370 Liverpool Road  
Patricroft   
M30 8QD   

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Tara Higgins/Ged Dale 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Mary’s:     0161 789 4532 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
    Confessions are currently only available 

by prior arrangement 
and out of doors as Fr Martin cannot meet you face to face 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptism. 

Please refer to the website for further information 

*** LENTEN STATION MASSES *** 
Each Wednesday at 7.00pm during Lent, Parishes in this Salford 
Deanery of St John the Evangelist will take turns to livestream a 
Deanery Station Mass. The remaining dates for the parishes 
hosting these Masses are as follows, and livestream links will 
be provided week by week: 

YouTube - 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5oSxLEUl1ghzrm3tL1SO-g 
Facebook - 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Catholic-Church/ 
St-James-and-All-Souls-Parish-Salford-105035764474465/ 
17th March - St Ambrose Barlow, Swinton 
24th March - Cathedral Parish, Salford 

COLLECTIONS and LENT FAST DAY 
Last week’s collection at the back of church totalled £353.61 
with £600.00 so far collected for our Lenten Charities. Thank 
you for your generosity in these difficult times. Lent fast Day  
envelopes may be returned this week or next. 

MEN’S WINTER COATS APPEAL 
In support of the homeless and others struggling to keep 
warm, these is a need especially  for Men’s Waterproof Jackets 
in large sizes—but anything you can spare will make a differ-
ence. If you can help please call Tony Wood, Vice Chair of 
Churches Together in Eccles—contact details available from 
the Parish Office. 

6th/7th March 2021  
This week across the diocese we pray for:  
the parishioners of St Ambrose Barlow, Swinton, for Mgr 
Paul Smith their parish priest and for their primary schools 
and St Ambrose Barlow High School, as well as the  
Franciscan Missionaries of St. Joseph. 
As the Lenten journey continues, may they continue to walk 
with the Lord who has the message of eternal life.  

St Mary’s RC Church 
Oxford Street 
Eccles 
M30 0LU 

Calendar for this Week—Church Opening in Red 
Saturday 6th Mar: 5.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Vigil Mass for Sunday) (Livestreamed) 
Sunday 7th:           9.30am Mass at St Mary’s (Recording from Holy Cross available from 9.00am) 
   11.15am Mass at Holy Cross 
Monday 8th:  10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) 

         Tuesday 9th:  10.00am Mass (Livestreamed) 
                Wednesday 10th: 10.00am Mass  & 7.00pm Station Mass from St James & All Souls (both livestreamed) 
    Thursday 11th: 10.00am Mass (Livestreamed) 

  Friday 12th:  6.00pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) 
   6.30pm Stations of the Cross at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) 
   7.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) 

Saturday 13th: Daytime Mass at 12 Noon behind closed doors following a Holy Hour from 11.00am (Livestreamed ONLY)  
    Church open for: 5.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Vigil Mass for Sunday) (Livestreamed) 

ECO-THOUGHT for the 3rd SUNDAY of LENT 
The First Reading today gives us the Ten Commandments. Con-
cerning ‘Keep the Sabbath day holy’ we hear ‘in six days the 
Lord made the heavens and the earth and the sea and all that 
these hold but on the sabbath day he rested.’ The whole of 
creation is the work of our Creator God. What, I wonder, did 
our Creator God do on the eighth day, according to the spirit of 
the Genesis account? I think that, after his Sabbath rest, God 
carried on his enduring work of creation and, in Jesus, re-
creation. 

God’s task of bringing the whole of creation to its fulfilment is 
not ended. God has the broader vision but we can take neces-
sary steps so that creation is not ended but fulfilled. What step 
can I take this Lent to live more simply and sustainably?  

This reflection will be provided by the diocesan Department for 
Formation for each Sunday of Lent.  

Our 
Lenten 

Charities 
this year: 

Mary’s Meals 
& 

Caritas 
Diocese of 

Salford 

https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5oSxLEUl1ghzrm3tL1SO-g
https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Catholic-Church/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Catholic-Church/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRbsD6B1cg7beD8NWwaCOLg
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/live

