
CATHOLIC PARISH � ST JOHN PAUL II, ECCLES 

2nd Sunday of Lent 
YEAR C      Morning Prayer Week 2 

Services held at: Holy Cross, Patricro� and St Mary’s, Eccles 

Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricro�, M30 8QD 

THE TRANSFIGURATION 

W e have just reached the great turning point in the Gos-
pel. Jesus has ques3oned his disciples directly about 

who they believe he is, and Peter's profession of Faith has 
defined once and for all what they had all begun to realise – 
he is the Son of God, the Messiah. 

But knowing this was not enough for the disciples to under-
stand what it all meant. The word "Messiah" produced im-
ages in their minds of what they had always thought they 
knew – a great and invincible leader who would forcibly de-
feat every evil and bring forth God's Kingdom in power and 
glory. But that 3me had not yet come. Jesus had to explain 
to them that his way was one of suffering – for God is love, 
not retribu3on. And for his followers, they too would have 
to suffer, but it would all be worthwhile. 

The disciples were perplexed and troubled. Why should their 
Lord be made to suffer? And how could they face the time 
ahead? They needed assurance, whether they asked for it or 

not. And so, we come to today's Gospel – all the assurance 
they ever needed. Just for a moment, they glimpse Jesus in his 
true glory, alongside those great Old Testament symbols of the 
Law and the Prophets, Moses and Elijah. They hear the voice 
of the Father: "This is my Son, the chosen one. Listen to him." 
That moment will sustain them through the times of uncer-
tainty and pain ahead of them. And it will sustain Jesus too, in 
the darkest hours of Gethsemane and all that will follow. 

Today we, too, need sustaining through so many trials – and 
for some, the journey has been especially traumatic. We think 
of the victims and survivors of abuse, and are appalled to 
know that some have come by this horror even within the 
church itself, which should be a haven of safety for all people. 
In spite of so much human failing, and even outright evil, we 
trust in the love of God who has the power to heal all things. 
We must all hold on to our own moments of transfiguration – 
the times when we are affirmed by another or give such affir-
mation; the times when our minds can imagine the real possi-
bilities of life; the times when we truly feel and share the joy of 
the Gospel – these are God-given experiences to strengthen us 
in the face of the trials and tribulations of life. In our search for 
justice and our determination that lessons be learned, let 
these moments help us to hold on to God’s love and find that 
real healing which only God can bring. No-one is abandoned 
by God. Let us all treasure those times we have felt him near, 
and trust that he will lead us on, through our personal and 
collective ways of the Cross, to the glory of Resurrection.  

St JOHN PAUL II PARISH ACTIVITIES for LENT 
1 Lenten Challenge: “Mary’s Meals” is a global move-

ment of people, united in the belief that no child in this 
world of plenty should endure a day without a meal. 
They can feed a child for a whole year with just £13.90. 
Could we help them to feed 100 children this Lent? 

2 Stations of the Cross: These are being led on Friday 
evenings at Holy Cross, during Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament, by members of our Hope in the 
Future Group. Could you join us at 6.30pm on Fridays 
to pray and reflect on Christ’s Passion and Death, en-
dured for our sakes? 

3 Parish Reconciliation Services: A choice of Rite II Ser-
vices of Reconciliation, offering First Confessions to 
the Sacramental Programme children, are also open to 
all parishioners, with visiting priests assisting on each 
occasion. Could this be a part of your spiritual prepa-
ration for Easter? Our remaining Services: 

  This Thursday  21st March, 6.30pm at St Mary’s 
  Wednesday 27th March, 6.30pm at Holy Cross 

FAIRTRADE PROMOTION 
We  will hold a special promotion in both churches next week. (A 
choice of goods is always available in the Piety Shop at Holy Cross). 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

 

 
                                   

OFFERTORY 
Collec8on: 9th/10th March:   See print version 
  Mary’s Meals (Challenge): See print version 

RETIRING COLLECTIONS 
No formal collection this week or next—the challenge goes on! 

Lenten Challenge—to raise £1,390 for “Mary’s Meals” 

• New to one of the parishes? 

• Know someone who is sick or in hospital? 

• Like a visit from the priest? 

• Think the parish may be able to help you, or you us, in any way? 

 Please speak to Fr Mar3n, a�er Mass or at any convenient 3me 

Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 

The sick: BePy, Sylvie, Patricia, Yves, Win, Joy, Fr Devaney, 
Tricia, Barry, Marie, Catherine, James, Albert, Alan, John, 
John, Malcolm, BePy, Evelyn, Elizabeth, Terry, Elizabeth, 
Anne, Mary, Elizabeth, Joan, Amanda, Pat, Eunice, Billy, 
David, Evie, Mary, Chamari, Sheila, Monica, Joan, Clare, 
John, Eileen, Kathleen, Joyce, Margaret, Chris3ne, Jean, 
Margaret, Deborah, Patrick, Sister Olivia, Fr Connelly, 
Jean, Vincent, Maureen, Eleanor, Margaret, Robert, Ken, 
Catorina, Michaela, Tony, Melanie, Bernard, Mar3n and 
Bridget and family, Margaret, Elaine, Ellen, Alec, Glenes, 
Mary, Stephen, Sheila, Caroline, Lynne, Joe, Angela, Jack-
ie, Christopher and Clifford, Mary, Gemma, Rosa, Sheila, 
Mar3n, Joanne, Desmond, John, Joan, Janice, Bill, Harvey, 
Marie, John, Kenneth, Vera, Lilly, Gerald, May, Louise, 
Peggy, MaPhew, Evelyn, Margaret, Anthony, Debbie, 
Mary, Peter, Theresa, Sylvia, Maureen, Johnny, Robin and 
Steven, Sister Regina, Nijole, Josie, Stephen, Jessie, Ber-
nard, Jack and Joan, Kevin. 

Lately Dead: Stephen Power, Robert Stansford, Jean 
Burke, Margaret Finegan, Mar3n Staddon, Mavis Walsh, 
Sean Fanning, Violet Freeman, Peter Rose, Mar3n Roddy, 
Sr Aus3n Cairns, James Foley. 

Anniversaries: Edith Tipton, Jim Shaw, Michael Smith, 
Margaret (“Peggy”) and Brian Hall, Maureen Yellop, Brian 
PlaP, Sheila and John Lengden, Sheila Cusack, Ted Hosey, 
Thomas Brehony, Alex Santana Fernandes, Joan Baillie, 
Gerard Nicholls, Eileen Banks, Agnes Geeney. 

Remembrance: Charles Geeney, Marie Payne, Ann Geen-
ey. 

We also pray: for Jean, James and Agnes, Anastasia and 
Julius (25th Wedding Anniversary), in thanksgiving, for 
world peace, for the people of Christchurch, New Zealand, 
for the people of Southern Cameroon, for Bishop John 
and the restructuring of our diocese, for the housebound 
and those in hospital, nursing and residen3al homes, and 
for a number of special inten3ons. 



PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 
Parish Priest:  Fr Mar3n A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     mar3n.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 

Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other 3mes 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Halls Hire:  Enquiries to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839 
 New Email: hall1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
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MASS TIMES 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  6.15pm at Holy Cross 
Sunday Morning:   9.30am at St Mary’s 
    11.00am at Holy Cross 

(with Children's Liturgy throughout the academic year) 
Refreshments served after morning Mass at Holy Cross 

and as announced at St Mary’s 
Sunday Evening:  6.15pm at St Mary’s 
Weekdays:   See Weekday Calendar below 
Holydays:    As announced beforehand 

Holy Cross RC Church  
Liverpool Road  
Patricro�   
M30 8QD   

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Katrina Foster/Tara Higgins/Ged Dale 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Mary’s:     0161 789 4532 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Friday: 6.30-6.50pm at Holy Cross 

Saturday:  11.00-11.50am at St Mary’s  
and 5.45-6.05pm at Holy Cross 

(or at any reasonable time on request) 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 

a time of preparation is also required before Baptism. 
Please speak to Fr Martin or Sr Jenny after Mass 

PRAYER FOR VICTIMS AND SURVIVORS OF ABUSE 
Today, (Sunday), has been designated in Salford Diocese as a 
day of special prayer for all those affected by abuse. This will 
not only be individuals, but also in many cases their families 
and others who have shared the trauma with them. Let us 
place them in God’s hands in our personal prayers today, and 
we will remember them too in our Bidding Prayers at Mass. 
If you are affected, you might wish to access the diocesan 
“Healing Through Community” project. You can call the Na-
tional Male Survivor Helpline on 0808 800 5005, or contact 
Manchester Rape Crisis on 0161 273 4500, or the Diocese of 
Salford Safeguarding Office on 0161 817 2206. 

MASS INTENTIONS 
Mass inten3ons—where someone asks that a Mass be 
offered for someone who is sick, who has died, or for any 
other special inten3on—are taken very seriously. If you wish 
a Mass to be offered on a par3cular day, please speak to Fr 
Mar3n to make sure the Mass on that day is not already 
promised for another inten3on. When you request that a 
Mass be said, it is most helpful if the inten3on is wriPen 
down, with any offering enclosed in an envelope. (Please 
note that Mass offerings are en3rely voluntary). Please 
make it clear, in wri3ng, what the inten3on is—someone 
sick, someone who has died recently, an anniversary, re-
membrance etc—it would be distressing if a name were in-
advertently placed on the wrong prayer list in the news-
lePer. Fr Mar3n is asked to sign several Mass cards each 
week, and cannot guarantee to remember the precise de-
tails of each card signed if they are not wriPen down. Thank 
you for your understanding. 

                   9th/10th March 2019  

This week we pray for: 

• the parish of St. Mary, Osbaldeston, with  
Fr. Heakin   

• the parish of St. John Paul II, Padiham, with Fr. Swi�   
• their parish primary schools. 

CAFOD FAMILY FAST DAY 
Last Friday was the CAFOD Lenten Fast day. Family Fast en-
velopes are s3ll available at the back of church, and may be 
returned with your collec3on over the next two weeks. 

REFRESHMENTS AFTER MASS AT HOLY CROSS 
Due to a hall booking, we cannot offer refreshments on the 
usual scale a�er the 11am Mass this week, but those who 
would like to stay are welcome in the parish mee8ng room 
and kitchen. Our apologies for the inconvenience caused—
normal service should be resumed next week! 

PARISH NEWSLETTER 
Please take a copy of the parish newslePer home with you. 
It is intended to give you the opportunity not only to check 
what is happening at the churches, but also to look again at 
the Sunday Readings, and to reflect upon them. 

VOLUNTEER READERS AND MINISTERS 
We always welcome more volunteers to read and to assist with 
Holy Communion at Mass. Please speak to Fr Martin, Sr Jenny, 
Mike, Jean or Ged if you are interested. 

St Mary’s RC Church 
Oxford Street 
Eccles 
M30 0LU 

                                                                                                                                                        Weekday Calendar Weekday Calendar Weekday Calendar Weekday Calendar (Week beginning Monday 18th March) 

Monday:   9.00am Morning Prayer at Holy Cross followed by 9.15am Eucharis8c Service 

Tuesday:  12 noon Eucharis8c Service at St Mary’s 
   7.00pm Choir rehearsal at Holy Cross. New members always welcome 

Wednesday:  8.45am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at Holy Cross followed by 9.15am Mass  
Thursday:  12.15pm Funeral Mass at St Mary’s for the late Mar3n Roddy. May he rest in peace 
   6.30pm Parish Reconciliation Service at St Mary’s with Fr Martin, Fr Patrick Poku and Fr Jan Klaver 
Friday:  6.30pm Exposi8on of the Blessed Sacrament at Holy Cross with Sta8ons of the Cross  
            followed by 7pm Mass and Divine Mercy 

 11.00am Exposi8on of the Blessed Sacrament at St Mary’s followed by 12 noon Mass and Novena


