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THE TRANSFIGURATION 

W e have just reached the great turning point in the Gospel. Jesus 
has questioned his disciples directly about who they believe he 

is, and Peter's profession of Faith has defined once and for all what 
they had all begun to realise—he is the Son of God, the Messiah. 
However, knowing this was not enough for the disciples to under-
stand what it all meant. The word "Messiah" produced images in 
their minds of what they had been taught to expect—a great and 
invincible leader who would forcibly defeat every evil and bring 
forth God's Kingdom in power and glory. But that time had not yet 
come. Jesus had to explain to them that his way was one of  
suffering—for God is love, not retribution. And for his followers, 
they too would have to suffer, but it would all be worthwhile. 
The disciples were perplexed and troubled. Why should their Lord be 
made to suffer? And how could they face the time ahead? They 
needed assurance, whether they asked for it or not. And so, we 
come to today's Gospel—all the assurance they ever needed. Just for 
a moment, they glimpse Jesus in his true glory, alongside those great 
Old Testament symbols of the Law and the Prophets, Moses and 
Elijah. They hear the voice of the Father: "This is my Son, the chosen 
one. Listen to him." That moment will sustain them through the 
times of uncertainty and pain ahead of them—and it will sustain Jesus 
as well, in the darkest hours of Gethsemane and all that will follow. 

Today we, too, need sustaining through so many trials—and the past 

two years have been especially traumatic. Covid is far from over, but 
the toll it has already taken on families is immeasurable. Separation, 
bereavement, mental health problems, economic pressures—the list 
goes on and on. And now, war in Europe and the tragedy it brings for 
so many people seems almost too much to bear. Yet, in spite of all 
this human suffering and even, it seems, outright evil, we trust in the 
love of God who has the power to heal all things. We are, at times 
given our own moments of transfiguration—the times when we are 
affirmed by another or give such affirmation; the times when our 
minds can imagine the real possibilities of life; the times when we 
truly feel and share the joy of the Gospel—these are God-given  
experiences to strengthen us in the face of the trials and tribulations 
of life. In our search for justice and our determination that lessons be 
learned, let these moments help us to hold on to God’s love and find 
that real healing which only God can bring. No-one is abandoned by 
God. Let us all treasure our moments of wholeness, and trust that 
God will lead us on, through our personal and collective ways of the 
Cross, to the glory of the Resurrection.  

Following a meeting of the Catechists last week, we are hoping to 
move forward as quickly as possible to set out the programme 
from here until summer, and give you the dates that many have 
been requesting. There will therefore be a choice of two meeting 
this week on Tuesday and on Wednesday evenings at 6.00pm for 
both children and parents in preparation for First Reconciliation 
and to move forward with our preparation for First Communion in 
summer. Please come along to just one of these meetings. Also, 
at all Masses next weekend we will formally present the children 
to the people of the Parish with the symbolic passing on of a can-
dle from parents to children. This normally takes place at the start 
of the programme, but as with so many things it has been delayed 
by Covid. We greatly look forward to seeing you on Tuesday or 
Wednesday evening and again on Saturday or Sunday at Mass! 

PRAYERS for UKRAINE 
Please continue to keep the people of Ukraine in your prayers. 
And please remember that the church is open for prayer for 30 
minutes before Mass each day. 

St PATRICK’S DAY (Thursday) 
Whilst we are celebrating St Patrick’s socially with Jimmy Cricket 
on Friday evening, the feast of this great Patron Saint of Ireland is 
on Thursday. We will be holding two Masses at Holy Cross Church, 
with St Patrick’s School in attendance in two groups. This is a very 
new venture for us and we look forward to welcoming them, how-
ever it brings with it two slight uncertainties. We have advertised 
the first Mass at 9.00am*—and the asterisk means this may not 
be an exact start time because of the necessary setting up before-
hand. Please do not come at 9.00am if you will be in a rush at the 
end. Secondly, there will be a huge number of students at both 
Masses, so please be aware that space will be limited—but you 
will, nonetheless, be most welcome! For those concerned about 
the crowd, the 9.00am* Mass will be livestreamed. (If we know in 
advance of a change of time for this Mass, it will be advertised on 
Facebook and circulated by email). 

REQUEST FOR VOLUNTEERS 
We renew our appeal for volunteers to assist with refreshments 
after Mass (9.30 and 11.15) and with driving the parish minibus to 
assist some of our elderly people before and after the 11.15 Mass. 
More details are available from the parish office. Thank you! 

St MARY’S CHURCH 
Benches have been returned and are now fixed in place, with just 
some further painting and decorating, final touches and perhaps an 
understandably long list of snagging to follow. We feel confident 
that it will be possible to open again in time for Holy Week. Thank 
you for bearing with us throughout this extended time of closure—
I’m sure (and sincerely hope) you’ll think it worth the wait! 

PRAYER REQUESTS                                   
Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 
The sick: Wieslaw (Sunday’s 11.15 Mass), Kevin, Susan, Mat and 
Amelia, David, Jimmy, Bridget, Greta, Mark, Tom, Angela, Jack, Bridie, 
Maureen, Peggy, Bridget, Peter, Rifa, Barbara, Edna, Ann-Marie, Liz, 
Stephen, Elizabeth, Irene, Shane, Sidney, Margaret, Carole, Marjorie, 
Anne, Agnes, Alan, Margaret, Peter, Ann, Paul, Allan, Gwyneth, Ka-
ren, Kenneth, Kathleen, Pat, Helen, Bridget, Sara, Mary, Carole, Phil, 
Sarah, Alan and Mary, Molly, Anne, Patrick, David, Peter, Kevin, Hel-
en, Lynn, Pam and Derek, Pauline, Shannon, John, Chris, Clifford, Mrs 
Wood, Marian, Bridget, Iris, Pauline, Sharon, Fr Mullin, Paul, 
Maureen, Pat, David, Terry, Betty, Kathleen, Stanley, Catherine, 
James, Alan, Evelyn, Elizabeth, Anne, Mary, Joan, Amanda, Pat, Billy, 
David, Evie, Mary, Chamari, Sheila, Monica, Clare, John, Eileen, Kath-
leen, Joyce, Margaret, Christine, Jean, Margaret, Deborah, Patrick, Fr 
Connelly, Jean, Maureen, Eleanor, Margaret, Robert, Ken, Catorina, 
Michaela, Tony, Elaine, Ellen, Glenes, Caroline, Lynne, Joe, Jackie, 
Gemma, Martin, Joanne, John, Janice, Bill, John, Vera, Lilly, Gerald, 
Louise, Matthew, Evelyn, Margaret, Anthony, Debbie, Mary, Peter, 
Theresa, Maureen, Johnny, Robin and Steven, Nicola, Don, Nijole, 
Roger Bryan, Ken, Stephen, Mildred. 
Lately Dead: Joan Davidson, James Evans (funeral on 24th March at 
Holy Cross), Martin Higgins, Edna Winterbottom, Janet Cushon, Sylvia 
Dickinson, Michael Ormerod, John Edwin Cooke, Geoff Knowles, Mar-
tha Maneno, Marie Tuohy, Catherine Mullen, Frances Edna Palmer, Fr 
Peter Lafferty CSSP, Pat and Ann Dale, Josette Buenaventura, Norman 
McKenzie, Barry Ratcliffe, Arthur Farrington (funeral on Friday this 
week at Holy Cross), Stephen John Comerford. 
Anniversaries: Winifred and Bill Hampton, Sheila Cusack, Edith Mary 
Tipton, Michael Smith, Eileen Banks, Patrick Cromey, Peggy, Brian 
and Robert Hall (Sunday’s 11.15am Mass), Winifred Hannan, Barbara 
Higgins, Brian Platt, Thomas Brehony, Bob Boyle, Sean Fanning, 
Gerard Nicholls, Bob Boyle, Winifred Hannan, Eunice Connelly, Chris-
tina Walsh, John Jae Tighe, Joan Baillie, Catherine & John Dempsey, 
Michael Murphy, William and Kathleen Tuite, Mary Ferm. 
Remembrance: Susan Oughton, Doris Yates, Weir Larsen. 
We also pray: for the Delaney and Purcell families, for Gertrude, for 
migrants, for the people of Ukraine, for peace all around the world, 
for an end to racism in all its forms. We pray for the Syro-Malabar 
community, for each of our schools, and for our Sacramental Pro-
gramme families. We pray for all world leaders, for God’s guidance 
and support throughout the Covid-19 crisis and for all those suffering 
from the disease, for the housebound and those in hospital, nursing 
and residential homes, for NHS and Care Home workers and for a 
number of special intentions.  

Services usually held at: Holy Cross, Patricroft and St Mary’s, Eccles 
Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricroft, M30 8QD 



                               PARISH CONTACT DETAILS  (Please note that email addresses below can NOT be clicked as links) 
Parish Priest:  Fr Martin A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     martin.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 
Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Facebook: @ourparishcommunity 
Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other times 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Halls Hire:  Enquiries to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839  
 Email:  hall1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 

Stay with us, Lord, on our Journey 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES from NEXT WEEK 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  6.00pm at Holy Cross 
Sunday Morning:   9.30am at Holy Cross 
    11.15am at Holy Cross 

Children’s Liturgies are currently suspended 
Refreshments after Masses are also currently suspended 

Weekdays:   See Calendar below 
Holydays:    As announced beforehand 

Holy Cross RC Church  
370 Liverpool Road  
Patricroft   
M30 8QD   

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Tara Higgins/Ged Dale 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Mary’s:     0161 789 4532 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Confessions currently available, 11.10-11.45am on Saturdays 

and during Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament on Fridays 
Please be guided by the stewards 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptism. 

Please refer to the website for further information 

St JOHN’S DEANERY JOINT ACTIVITIES FOR LENT 
Two Deanery Services are planned for all our parishes to join  
together. There will be a Reconciliation Service on Thursday 
March 31st at St Luke’s, Irlams o’th’ Height, and a special Deanery 
Mass on Thursday 7th April at St Mark’s, Swinton. More details to 
follow after a Deanery Conference (clergy meeting) on Tuesday. 

St JOHN PAUL II PARISH ACTIVITIES FOR LENT 
Following the recent “Hope in the Future” Committee meeting, we 
now have the following plans in place for Lent. 
1 Lenten Challenge: Our challenge this year is to raise £750.00 

each (£1,500 in total) in support of Aid to the Church in Need 
and our own SVP Conference (which works tirelessly to help 
local people in urgent need of support). 

2 Stations of the Cross: These continue to be celebrated on  
Friday evenings at Holy Cross, after 30 minutes’ Exposition of 
the Blessed Sacrament, led by members of our Hope in the  
Future Committee. Could you join us at 6.30pm on Fridays of 
Lent to pray and reflect on Christ’s Passion and Death, en-
dured for our sakes? 

3 Reconciliation Services: To support the Deanery Reconciliation 
Service, we will reserve the parish celebrations for the  
Sacramental Programme families. Confessions remain  
available in the parish on Fridays and Saturdays as usual. 

CYCLE of PRAYER 
This week we pray, throughout the diocese,  
for the people of the parish of St Clare, Blackley, for Fr Dariusz 
and the Franciscan Friars. We pray for their parish primary school, 
for Our Lady’s High School and for the Good Shepherd Sisters. 
May they know the Lord as their light and their help.  

St Mary’s RC Church 
Oxford Street 
Eccles 
M30 0LU 

St PATRICK’S NIGHT 
...with special guest star Jimmy Cricket this 
Friday (18th March). The show will start at 
7.30pm. Thank you for all your donations and 
raffle prizes! Lá Fhéile Pádraig sona duit!  

BAPTISM PROGRAMME 
Please pray for Lottie, Tianna, Archie, Emmet and Tilly-Anne who 
were baptised this week at Holy Cross. 

COLLECTIONS 
Last week’s collection in church totalled £418.33. Thank you also 
to all those who donate by Standing Order, Direct Debit, online and 
via the contactless device at the back of church. 

Calendar for This Week—Church Opening in Red 
        Saturday 12th Mar: 6.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Vigil Mass for Sunday) (Livestreamed) 
            Sunday 13th:  9.30am Mass at Holy Cross 

   11.15am Mass at Holy Cross 
              Monday 14th: Sorry, no Mass on Mondays  
            Tuesday 15th: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) 
               6pm Sacramental Programme Meeting (1) for parents and children at Holy Cross Church 
       7pm Hope in the Future Committee Meeting at Holy Cross Presbytery 
    Wednesday 16th: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) 
       6pm Sacramental Programme Meeting (2) for parents and children at Holy Cross Church 
               St Patrick Thursday 17th: 9.00am* Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) with pupils from St Patrick’s School 
            * see entry for St Patrick’s Day 1.30pm Mass at Holy Cross with pupils from St Patrick’s School 
    Friday 18th:  11.00am Funeral Mass at Holy Cross for Arthur Farrington. May he rest in peace 
       6.00pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament (with Confessions available) 
            6.30pm Stations of the Cross 
       7.00pm Mass, all at Holy Cross (all these services will be Livestreamed)   
              7.30pm Irish Night with Jimmy Cricket, at Holy Cross Community Hall 
                  St Joseph Saturday 19th: 12 noon Mass at Holy Cross following a Holy Hour from 11.00am (Livestreamed)  

6.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Vigil Mass for Sunday) (Livestreamed) 
This Mass will continue to be available on the Sunday Mass page of our website on Sunday and throughout the week, and on 
our Facebook Page. It can also viewed live and during the week on our YouTube channel. 

All Services at St Mary’s are  
suspended during the  

renovation works 

2nd week of 

LENT 

  

https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.mygivinghub.com/detailed/donate?charity_id=1086324&type=2&reference=S07&amount=
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/live/last-sunday-s-mass
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRbsD6B1cg7beD8NWwaCOLg

