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THE EASTER TRIDUUM 

C elebrating Our Lord’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem, 
we now enter Holy Week—the most solemn and 

sacred week of the Church’s year, culminating in the 
three days which mark our very existence as  
Christians. Without the events of Holy Thursday, Good 
Friday and Holy Saturday night, (the beginning of Easter), 
the Name of Jesus would have been long consigned to 
history books at best, if not forgotten completely over 
time. But those three days, (that’s what “Triduum” means), 
changed our world forever, enabling us to recognise a 
profound love that will reach, even in these most testing 
of times, the very depth of our being, and even beyond 
the seeming finality of the grave. The  reality of Christ’s 
suffering, death and resurrection, and his gift to us of 
the Holy Eucharist, bring us deep into the heart of God 
and of his family, the church. 

We have now set up the facility to broadcast our Triduum 
Services live, on our new parish Facebook page. More 
details and a direct link button can be found on the  
Sunday Mass page of the parish website. You do not 
need to have an account with Facebook to join us there.  

We meet, as we would in church (though sadly it is not 
possible to divide these services between our two churches 
as we would have intended) at significant times: 

• Holy Thursday—Our Lord met with his disciples in 
the Upper Room at evening time for the Last Supper, 
which we now commemorate at every Mass. Our 
evening Mass takes place at 7.00pm. 

• Good Friday—The Gospel text (Mk 15:34-37) tells us 
that Jesus gave his life for us on Calvary at the “ninth 
hour,” 3 o’clock in the afternoon. So our Afternoon 
Liturgy of the Passion of our Lord begins at 3.00pm. 

• Holy Saturday—It was at night when Jesus’ Resurrection 
took place, discovered “very early on the first day of 
the week” (Mk 16:2) by Mary Magdalene, Mary the 
mother of James and Salome. The ideal time for our 
gathering might be midnight, but in order to keep the 
celebration available for as many as possible, we will 
broadcast our Easter Vigil beginning at 7.00pm. 

CORONAVIRUS 
The church buildings may be closed—but we are still here 
for you. We have a small (and growing) army of  
volunteers who will help if you (or someone you know) is 
self-isolating and is struggling for food or urgent supplies. 
Please telephone the church and we will assist in any way 
we can. And please telephone each other too—a friendly 
voice on the phone can mean so much at a time like this. 
Thank you to so many of you who are doing this—it is 
making a real difference to the lives of so many. 

PRAYER REQUESTS                                   
Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 
The sick: Paula, Brenda, Anne, Patrick (age 7), David, Pe-
ter, Kevin, Helen, Lynn, Pam and Derek, Pauline, Shan-
non, John, Chris, Ann, Patrick, Sister Jenny, Clifford, Mrs 
Wood, Frances, Marian, Bridget, Iris, Pauline, Sharon, Fr 
Mullin, John, Joan, Paul, Peter, Maureen, Pat, Patrick, 
David, Sister Maureen, Yvonne, Terry, Betty, Betty, Kath-
leen, Colette, Stanley, Win, Catherine, James, Alan, Betty, 
Evelyn, Elizabeth, Anne, Mary, Joan, Amanda, Pat, Billy, 
David, Evie, Mary, Chamari, Sheila, Monica, Joan, Clare, 
John, Eileen, Kathleen, Joyce, Margaret, Christine, Jean, 
Margaret, Deborah, Patrick, Fr Connelly, Jean, Vincent, 
Maureen, Eleanor, Margaret, Robert, Ken, Catorina, 
Michaela, Tony, Bernard, Elaine, Ellen, Glenes, Sheila, 
Caroline, Lynne, Joe, Jackie, Gemma, Sheila, Martin, Jo-
anne, John, Joan, Janice, Bill, Marie, John, Kenneth, Vera, 
Lilly, Gerald, May, Louise, Matthew, Evelyn, Margaret, 
Anthony, Debbie, Mary, Peter, Theresa, Sylvia, Maureen, 
Johnny, Robin and Steven, Sister Alphonsus, Sister Regi-
na, Nijole, Ken, Stephen, Jack, Kevin. 
Lately Dead: Joan Lancashire, Colin Toulson, Ria Cooper 
(aged 18), Jean Inwood, Patrick (“Paddy”) Ellington. 
Anniversaries: Fintan Maguire, Doris Yates, Maureen 
Duffy, Michael Smith, Anne and Clifford Preston, Teresa 
Crompton, Winifred and Bill Hampton, Edith Mary Tipton, 
Albert Maher, Eric Valois, Maureen and Jimmy Yellop, 
Patrick Cromey, James Alva Patrick Shaw, Thomas 
Brehony, Kathleen and Bernard Doherty. 
Remembrance: Felix McLernon, Paula McLernon Wilson. 
We also pray: for all our healthcare workers, for world 
leaders, for God’s guidance and support throughout the 
Covid-19 crisis and for all those suffering from the disease, 
for Sr Annie and her projects in Syria, in thanksgiving, for 
the housebound and those in hospital, nursing and residen-
tial homes, and for a number of special intentions.  

Services usually held at: Holy Cross, Patricroft and St Mary’s, Eccles 
Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricroft, M30 8QD 

• New to one of the parishes? 
• Know someone who is sick or in hospital? 
• Like a visit from the priest? 
• Think the parish may be able to help you, or you us, in any way? 
 Please speak to Fr Martin. 

CARITAS DIOCESE OF SALFORD 
Thank you to those who responded so quickly with 
bags of food to help Caritas in their work for the poor 
and vulnerable at this time, and these have now been 
collected by Caritas with thanks. Unfortunately, our 
doors are closed so we cannot collect any more food—
however we can pass on funds, and anything sent to us 
marked “Caritas” will be forwarded to them, or you can 
fill in their own donation form online HERE.  
Alternatively, donate from their Amazon wishlist HERE. 

DONATIONS TO THE PARISH 
Thank you also to all those who have asked about  
supporting the parish financially at this time. We do 
not wish to make an issue of this, but we will happily 
supply bank details to anyone who would like to  
contribute by Standing Order. Just let us know if you 
also have a Gift Aid agreement. 

https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/sunday-mass
https://www.caritassalford.org.uk/service-view/one-off-donation/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/28U2BX5F4Z67K?ref_=wl_share


                               PARISH CONTACT DETAILS  (Please note that email addresses below can NOT be clicked as links) 
Parish Priest:  Fr Martin A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     martin.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 
Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Facebook: @ourparishcommunity 
Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other times 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Halls Hire:  Enquiries to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839 
 Email:  hall1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 

Stay with us, Lord, on our Journey 

MASS TIMES WHEN WE BEGIN AGAIN 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  6.15pm at Holy Cross 
Sunday Morning:   9.30am at St Mary’s 
    11.00am at Holy Cross 
(usually with Children's Liturgy throughout the academic year) 
Refreshments are normally served after Sunday morning Mass 

at both churches 
Sunday Evening:  6.15pm at St Mary’s 
Weekdays:   See Weekday Calendar below 
Holydays:    As announced beforehand 

Holy Cross RC Church  
370 Liverpool Road  
Patricroft   
M30 8QD   

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Katrina Foster/Tara Higgins/Ged Dale 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Mary’s:     0161 789 4532 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
    Usual times: Friday: 6.30-6.50pm at Holy Cross 

Saturday:  11.00-11.45am at St Mary’s  
and 5.45-6.05pm at Holy Cross 

(again, these are currently suspended) 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptism. 

Please speak to Fr Martin or Sr Jenny when we begin again 

+ A SPIRITUAL COMMUNION + 
Whilst we cannot receive Holy Communion, we make 
this prayer to Our Lord: My Jesus, I believe that You are 
present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above 
all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since 
I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You 
as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to 
You. Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 

REMEMBERING PRO-LIFE ISSUES 
As you may recall, just as our church services had to be 
suspended we had been due to hold our annual White 
Flower Appeal in support of SPUC. The fact that we 
were unable to hold it does not prevent us from  
keeping ourselves informed on Pro-Life matters, or 
from participating in online campaigns. We hear in the 
news of the imposition of an extreme abortion law in 
Northern Ireland (which would appear to be against 
the wishes of a large majority of the Northern Irish 
people), and in this country, to free up medical staff to 
deal with the Coronavirus crisis, “DIY” home abortions 
have been approved without any medical supervision. 
Whilst we realise the need for the NHS to prioritise its 
resources for the National Emergency, many, I am sure, 
will agree that this no only represents an increasing 
disregard for the life of the unborn, but it also presents 
a grave risk to women in the face of mental stress and 
the danger of complications. Keep up with the news, 
with support information and with online campaigns 
via Right to Life UK, SPUC or Life charity. 

                   4th/5th April 2020  
This week we pray for:  the people  
of the parish of parish of St. Mary and St. Anselm, 
Whitworth and Bacup, and for Fr. Chris McGrane, 
their parish priest, together with their parish primary 
schools . 

St Mary’s RC Church 
Oxford Street 
Eccles 
M30 0LU 

PARISH COMMUNICATIONS 
If you are not already signed up, simply visit the parish 
website and use the “Register for Email Updates” link 
in the Members’ Area. Within 24 hours you will receive 
a confirmation link, and after you accept this you will 
be subscribed. (Check your Spam folder just in case—
you will NOT be subscribed unless you have responded 
to the confirmation link).  
ALSO—we now have a parish Facebook page from 
which, amongst other things, we will be streaming our 
Easter Services. 
BUT—if you cannot access these services and would 
like to be kept informed by phone, please give us your 
number and we will always be happy to do this for you. 
Eucharistic Ministers please continue, whenever you 
can, to stay in touch by phone with the people you 
would normally be visiting. If any need help or support 
which you cannot provide yourself, please contact the 
church. Thank you for all your assistance, and thank 
you to all those who have volunteered to give  
practical support. If we have not called upon you yet, 
you are on our lists and we most likely will call on you 
as things develop. But in the meantime do, please, 
keep in touch and let us know if you are still available. 

Holy Week and The Easter Triduum 
Monday-Wednesday:  Masses will be offered behind closed doors at 10.00am 
         (Why not join in prayer at the same time?) 
Holy Thursday (7.00pm), Good Friday (3.00pm), Holy Saturday (7.00pm) and Easter Sunday (10.00am): 
    These special Easter services behind closed doors will be live-broadcast on our new Facebook Live page 

https://righttolife.org.uk/
https://www.spuc.org.uk/
https://lifecharity.org.uk/
https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/64z5cb20Ld1Z
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/live/

