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DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY 

T oday we celebrate the “Octave Day” of Easter, some-
times known as “Low” Sunday in contrast with the 

heights of the church’s usual celebrations over the Easter 
weekend. It is not, however, meant to be somehow 
“less” than Easter—indeed the idea of celebrating Easter 
as an “Octave” (the only other festival we treat in this 
way is Christmas), is to broaden the celebration and  
emphasise its great importance to us as Christians. Each 
of the eight days making up the Octave is marked as 
though it were the day of Easter itself. Even in our time 
of minimalism with no congregations in church, you may 
have noticed the “dismissal” at the end of Mass retains 
its Easter Sunday form: “Go in peace, Alleluia, Alleluia!”  

We also now celebrate this second Sunday of Easter by 
the name of “Divine Mercy” Sunday, following visions 
received by the Polish nun, St Faustina Kowalska, before 
the time of the Second World War. St John Paul II, our 
parish patron, quoted in his homily on this day in April 
2001: 'Jesus said to St. Faustina one day: "Humanity will 
never find peace until it turns with trust to Divine  
Mercy". Divine Mercy! This is the Easter gift that the 
Church receives from the risen Christ and offers to  
humanity.' The year before, he had instituted the feast 
of Divine Mercy on 30th April 2000, the date when Saint 
Faustina was canonised, the Octave day of Easter.  

Divine Mercy devotions will be available in our Salford 
Deanery of St John via livestreaming from St James’ 
church, Salford Precinct HERE and also from St John’s  
Cathedral HERE, both beginning at 2.00pm today (Sunday). 

There is still another traditional designation for this  
Octave day of Easter, which is known in the Eastern 
churches as “St Thomas Sunday.” This refers to the  
Gospel story we hear today, of Jesus’ appearance to the 
disciples. Thomas’ doubts are finally cast away by the 
presence of Jesus in their midst. It is the day when we 
receive Thomas’ great prayer of Faith—”My Lord and 
My God”—which we use so often ourselves as we look 
upon the presence of Jesus at the Consecration of the 
Mass. This is the enormity of Easter—Jesus not only 
rose, but remains with us even today, and always. 

LOCKDOWN SUPPORT 
We have a small army of volunteers who will help if 
you (or someone you know) is self-isolating and is  
struggling for food or urgent supplies. Please telephone 
the church and we will assist in any way we can. And 
please telephone each other too—a friendly voice on the 
phone can mean so much at a time like this. Thank you 
to so many of you who are doing this—it is making a 
real difference to the lives of so many. 

PRAYER REQUESTS                                   
Please keep the following people kindly in your pray-
ers: 

The sick: Alan and Mary, Molly, Paula, Brenda Board-
man, Anne, Patrick (age 7), David, Peter, Kevin, Helen, 
Lynn, Pam and Derek, Pauline, Shannon, John, Chris, 
Ann, Patrick, Sister Jenny, Clifford, Mrs Wood, 
Frances, Marian, Bridget, Iris, Pauline, Sharon, Fr 
Mullin, John, Joan, Paul, Peter, Maureen, Pat, Patrick, 
David, Sister Maureen, Yvonne, Terry, Betty, Betty, 
Kathleen, Colette, Stanley, Win, Catherine, James, 
Alan, Betty, Evelyn, Elizabeth, Anne, Mary, Joan, 
Amanda, Pat, Billy, David, Evie, Mary, Chamari, Sheila, 
Monica, Joan, Clare, John, Eileen, Kathleen, Joyce, 
Margaret, Christine, Jean, Margaret, Deborah, Pat-
rick, Fr Connelly, Jean, Vincent, Maureen, Eleanor, 
Margaret, Robert, Ken, Catorina, Michaela, Tony, Ber-
nard, Elaine, Ellen, Glenes, Sheila, Caroline, Lynne, 
Joe, Jackie, Gemma, Sheila, Martin, Joanne, John, 
Joan, Janice, Bill, Marie, John, Kenneth, Vera, Lilly, 
Gerald, May, Louise, Matthew, Evelyn, Margaret, An-
thony, Debbie, Mary, Peter, Theresa, Sylvia, 
Maureen, Johnny, Robin and Steven, Sister Alphon-
sus, Sister Regina, Nijole, Ken, Stephen, Jack, Kevin. 

Lately Dead: James Burns, Joan Brady, Tony Condron, 
Joan Lancashire. 

Congratulations: Joan, from St Mary’s, reaches her 
100th Birthday this week! Please keep her in your 
prayers, even though we cannot join her celebration. 

We also pray: for all our healthcare workers, for 
world leaders, for God’s guidance and support 
throughout the Covid-19 crisis and for all those 
suffering from the disease, for Pope Emeritus Bene-
dict XVI (93rd Birthday), Sr Annie and her projects in 
Syria, in thanksgiving, for the housebound and those 
in hospital, nursing and residential homes, and for a 
number of special intentions.  

Services usually held at: Holy Cross, Patricroft and St Mary’s, Eccles 
Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricroft, M30 8QD 

• New to one of the parishes? 
• Know someone who is sick or in hospital? 
• Like a visit from the priest? 
• Think the parish may be able to help you, or you us, in any way? 
 Please speak to Fr Martin. 

SALFORD ROYAL CHAPLAINCY 
Due to the Coronavirus, family and other visitors are 
only able to visit patients in Salford Royal Hospital in 
very limited circumstances. There is a Catholic priest as 
part of the chaplaincy team who is currently able to 
visit and support patients under the strict guidance of 
hospital policy and with all necessary protective equip-
ment available. Following a request for a visit, the clini-
cal team on each ward will be contacted and a visit will 
take place provided it is safe and appropriate to do so. 
If you or a family member find themselves in Salford 
Royal and would like a visit from the Catholic chaplain, 
please call the chaplaincy team on 0161 206 5167 or 
email chaplaincy@srft.nhs.uk. If the case is urgent 
please ask the nurse to page the Catholic chaplain. 

https://www.pscp.tv/St_JamesParish/1MYxNkqLDRzKw
https://www.churchservices.tv/salfordcathedral


                               PARISH CONTACT DETAILS  (Please note that email addresses below can NOT be clicked as links) 
Parish Priest:  Fr Martin A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     martin.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 
Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Facebook: @ourparishcommunity 
Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other times 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Halls Hire:  Enquiries to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839 
 Email:  hall1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 

Stay with us, Lord, on our Journey 

MASS TIMES WHEN WE BEGIN AGAIN 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  6.15pm at Holy Cross 
Sunday Morning:   9.30am at St Mary’s 
    11.00am at Holy Cross 
(usually with Children's Liturgy throughout the academic year) 
Refreshments are normally served after Sunday morning Mass 

at both churches 
Sunday Evening:  6.15pm at St Mary’s 
Weekdays:   See Weekday Calendar below 
Holydays:    As announced beforehand 

Holy Cross RC Church  
370 Liverpool Road  
Patricroft   
M30 8QD   

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Katrina Foster/Tara Higgins/Ged Dale 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Mary’s:     0161 789 4532 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
    Usual times: Friday: 6.30-6.50pm at Holy Cross 

Saturday:  11.00-11.45am at St Mary’s  
and 5.45-6.05pm at Holy Cross 

(again, these are currently suspended) 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptism. 

Please speak to Fr Martin or Sr Jenny when we begin again 

PILGRIMAGES 
Due to the pandemic, the 88th Salford Diocesan Lourdes 
Pilgrimage has been postponed from July 2020 to July 2021. 
Exact times will be confirmed in due course. Also our own 
parish pilgrimage to Oberammergau has been cancelled, 
and will be considered again later on, in line with the  
Passion Play’s rescheduling for 2022. 

PARISH COMMUNICATIONS 
Please stay in touch! If you are able but not already signed up, 
please “Register for Email Updates” via the link in the Members’ 
Area of our parish website. Within 24 hours you will receive a  
confirmation email and after you accept this you will be  
subscribed. (Check your Spam folder just in case—you will NOT be 
subscribed unless you have responded to the confirmation link).  

ALSO—from the new parish Facebook page we will, 
amongst other things, be streaming some of our Services 
during the current lockdown—thank you to all those who 
have already visited, commented upon and “liked” this new 
venture. Please do not think this is just for Holy Cross—it is 
for the whole parish, but isolation rules, medical advice and 
the availability of technology on-site mean that it is only 
possible for Fr Martin to stream services from Holy Cross church. 
You do not have to be a Facebook member to view posts. 

Eucharistic Ministers please continue, whenever you can, to 
stay in touch by phone with the people you would normally 
be visiting. If any need help or support which you cannot 
provide yourself, please contact the church. Thank you for 
all your assistance, and thank you to all those who have 
volunteered to give practical support. Again, keep in touch! 

                18th/19th April 2020  
This week we pray for: the people of  
the parish of The Holy Family, Denton, and for  
Father Christopher Dawson, their priest. 

St Mary’s RC Church 
Oxford Street 
Eccles 
M30 0LU 

EASTER DUTIES 
Some have asked how they can fulfil their “Easter Duties” 
when we cannot get to Holy Communion or Confession. 
Please be assured that all obligations are suspended for the 
time being. Listen HERE to Cardinal Nichols exploring this. 
Everyone is encouraged to share in the Spiritual Communion, 
as it appears on the Resources page of our website. Also, if 
there are people who are sick and cannot get a visit from a 
priest to give the Sacrament of the Sick, please contact us over 
the phone for prayer support, and be assured that God will 
bless you and your loved ones just as much. 

CARITAS DIOCESE OF SALFORD 
Caritas volunteers are working extra hard during the crisis to 
support the most vulnerable people in our midst. Please 
support them if you can. You can fill in their online  
donation form HERE, or alternatively, donate items from 
their Amazon Wishlist HERE. Thank you. 

DONATIONS TO THE PARISH 
Thank you also to all those who have asked about  
supporting the parish financially at this time. We do not 
wish to make an issue of this, especially as many parishion-
ers are struggling themselves with loss of income, but we 
will happily supply bank details to anyone who would like to 
contribute by Standing Order. Just let us know if you also 
have a Gift Aid agreement. 

Calendar for This Week 
Monday—Friday:  We will continue to stream our weekday Masses at 10.00am each day on our Facebook Live page 

Saturday (daytime) We will aim to stream 11.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament followed by 12 noon Mass 

Saturday (evening): At 5.00pm we aim to stream Sunday’s Mass, and a higher quality video of the recording will be 
   sent for Rick to edit and upload to our YouTube channel, from where it should also be available on the 
   “Sunday Mass” page of the parish website from 9.00am Sunday morning. 

https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/64z5cb20Ld1Z
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=353&v=jMqeXLKT8hE&feature=emb_logo
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/sunday-mass/readingspage
https://www.caritassalford.org.uk/service-view/one-off-donation/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/28U2BX5F4Z67K?ref_=wl_share
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/live/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRbsD6B1cg7beD8NWwaCOLg
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/sunday-mass

