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RECOGNISED IN THE BREAKING OF BREAD 

T hose disciples who had met Jesus on the road to  
Emmaus have returned to the others and now, in today’s 

Gospel, they tell their story. They have witnessed the  
Resurrection for themselves, and are convinced that it is 
true. All the tales, all the doubts—everything dark and 
frightening that has happened in the last few days—it all 
melts away in the knowledge that they have seen him for 
themselves. True, when Jesus even now appears in their 
midst, they still find it hard to accept, and think they are 
seeing a ghost; but fears are easily laid to rest again when 
Faith reminds them of the Truth they have come to believe. 

Now, we might say to ourselves—if only we, today, could 
witness the same proofs that convinced those first disciples! 
If only we could see for ourselves and know—all our questions 

and doubts would melt away, and we could face anything 
with confidence and trust. Yet all we have are stories, those 
ancient accounts written down by the first to believe. If only 
we had lived at a time to see Jesus for ourselves! 

But, as we know so often to our cost, "if only" is rarely a 
source of support or comfort. "If only" leads to a myriad of 
excuses for why we have failed to achieve our goals, count-
less reasons "why not" and great steps backwards in all our 
plans for good. And when we say "if only" we try to build 
our future vain hopes on what might have been, and fail to 
recognise the richness of what truly "is". The reality today of 
the Resurrection stories is that we do have all the proof we 
need, if only we look with the same eyes of Faith which 
were opened by those first witnesses in the New Testament. 

On the road to Emmaus, Jesus was not recognised straight 
away. Gradually, the two disciples heard the Word of God 
explained to them, and gradually they came to realise there 
was something right before them that they were not quite 
seeing—a truth they were failing to perceive. Their interest 
was held sufficiently that they wanted the stranger to stay 
with them. They understood—but only enough to know 
they needed more. Not until the Breaking of Bread were 
their eyes finally opened and they saw that this guest was 
no stranger at all. Their gradual journey of faith was finally 
complete as they remembered those powerful words of the 
Last Supper—"This is my Body ... This is my Blood ... Do this 
in memory of me." 

Today and every day at Mass, the same Scriptures are read, 
that same Bread is broken, those same words of Consecra-
tion spoken, and the Risen Lord comes once more to hearts 
that believe. May the eyes of our minds be open to see!  

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY SHEET 
This week’s “Look” leaflet for your children can be found 
HERE and the “Lord’s Day at Home” sheet to accompany 
Sunday’s online Mass can be viewed and downloaded HERE. 

BAPTISMS and FIRST HOLY COMMUNIONS 
Advice from Bishops’ Conference and from the Diocese is 
being updated regularly, but for the moment these “life  
cycle” events remain suspended. For Baptisms, Sr Jenny is 
now contacting families with a view to a limited restart in 
May. Regarding First Holy Communions, we are not yet  
inclined to change our whole approach and move over to a 
“meeting-driven” course (which we could organise by Zoom) 
rather than our usual “involvement-driven” method which 
must wait for the possibility of normal gatherings. It may 
become essential to change, but this is the reason why we 
have not begun yet, even though a small number of parishes 
(including Our Lady of Hope, next door) have now made 
tentative beginnings. Please bear with us, and hopefully as 
the infection rates fall and the regulations ease, we might 
be able to move forward soon. 

YEAR of St JOSEPH and the FAMILY 
The statue of St Joseph remains prominently placed in the 
sanctuary Holy Cross Church. Whilst our main focus remains, 
of course, upon the risen Christ, let us not forget to pray:  
“St Joseph, pray for us and for our families.” 

MONTH OF RAMADAN 
Let us keep our Muslim neighbours in our prayers as they 
celebrate their holy month of Ramadan. And let us pray, 
too, that interfaith dialogue may bring all God’s children 
into a deeper sense of friendship and co-operation. 

PRAYER REQUESTS                                   
Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 

The sick: Margaret, Edward, Peter, Ann, Paul, Allan, Keith, 
Gwyneth, Joan, Karen, Kenneth, Patrick, Kathleen, Pat, 
Doreen, Helen, Shirley, Bridget, Sara, Chamina, Tara, Mary, 
Carole, Phil, Carol, Sarah, John, Vincent de Paul, Alan and 
Mary, Molly, Anne, Patrick, David, Peter, Kevin, Helen, Lynn, 
Pam and Derek, Pauline, Shannon, John, Chris, Ann, Patrick, 
Clifford, Mrs Wood, Frances, Marian, Bridget, Iris, Pauline, 
Sharon, Fr Mullin, John, Joan, Paul, Peter, Maureen, Pat, Pat-
rick, David, Sister Maureen, Yvonne, Terry, Betty, Betty, Kath-
leen, Colette, Stanley, Win, Catherine, James, Alan, Betty, 
Evelyn, Elizabeth, Anne, Mary, Joan, Amanda, Pat, Billy, David, 
Evie, Mary, Chamari, Sheila, Monica, Clare, John, Eileen, Kath-
leen, Joyce, Margaret, Christine, Jean, Margaret, Deborah, 
Patrick, Fr Connelly, Jean, Vincent, Maureen, Eleanor, Marga-
ret, Robert, Ken, Catorina, Michaela, Tony, Elaine, Ellen, 
Glenes, Sheila, Caroline, Lynne, Joe, Jackie, Gemma, Sheila, 
Martin, Joanne, John, Joan, Janice, Bill, John, Kenneth, Vera, 
Lilly, Gerald, May, Louise, Matthew, Evelyn, Margaret, Antho-
ny, Debbie, Mary, Peter, Theresa, Sylvia, Maureen, Johnny, 
Robin and Steven, Sister Regina, Nicola, Paul, Nijole, Ken, Ste-
phen, Mildred and Kevin, Sheila. 

Lately Dead: Fr Vincent Cavey, John Curran, Arthur Conslett, 
Prince Philip, Ann Lowry, Elsie Ashurst, Bernard Albert, Ste-
phen McArdle, Mr Garrido, Teresa Barker, John Pombe 
Magufuli. 

Anniversaries: Gregory Lebari, Christopher Royle, Elizabeth  
Royle (birthday anniversary), William Cusack, Robert Higgins, 
James Burns, Joan Lancashire, Raymond Evans, Richard Jack-
son (Birthday Anniversary), Fintan Maguire, Molly and George 
Blinkhorn, John Joe Tighe, Maureen Duffy. 

Remembrance: John McGahran, Fr Richard O’Connor, Lavin 
family. 

We also pray: in thanksgiving to St Jude, for peace in Ireland 
and throughout the world, for an end to racism in all its forms 
and for our schools. We pray for world leaders, for God’s 
guidance and support throughout the Covid-19 crisis and for 
all those suffering from the disease, for the housebound and 
those in hospital, nursing and residential homes, for NHS and 
Care Home workers and for a number of special intentions.  

Services usually held at: Holy Cross, Patricroft and St Mary’s, Eccles 
Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricroft, M30 8QD 

https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/documents/Look18Apr2021ps.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/76e219dab8653b775ba8aac4c/files/27b6b323-41e3-42bd-81b6-b855ba4eebdc/LDAH_Easter_3B.pdf


                               PARISH CONTACT DETAILS  (Please note that email addresses below can NOT be clicked as links) 
Parish Priest:  Fr Martin A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     martin.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 
Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Facebook: @ourparishcommunity 
Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other times 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Halls Hire:  Enquiries to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839  
 Email:  hall1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 

Stay with us, Lord, on our Journey 

CURRENT SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  5.00pm at Holy Cross 
Sunday Morning:   9.30am at St Mary’s 
    11.15am at Holy Cross 

Children’s Liturgies are currently suspended 
Refreshments after Masses are also currently suspended 

Weekdays:   See Calendar below 
Holydays:    As announced beforehand 

Holy Cross RC Church  
370 Liverpool Road  
Patricroft   
M30 8QD   

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Tara Higgins/Ged Dale 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Mary’s:     0161 789 4532 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
    Confessions are currently only available 

by prior arrangement 
and out of doors as Fr Martin cannot meet you face to face 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptism. 

Please refer to the website for further information 

CHANGES COMING to our LIVESTREAMING 
Please check out the new “Live” window on our parish  
website HERE, which now also enables viewing of the most 
recent and archived videos all in one place.  
ALSO: We are experiencing many difficulties with YouTube’s 
copyright systems as we increase our use of music in the 
Masses, and this will only get worse. We pay all the necessary 
fees for copyright and livestreaming/recording, but YouTube 
do not recognise or respect any licenses but their own, and 
the workload involved in satisfying their requirements each 
week (besides the costs involved) make this unsustainable. 
For the time being we will continue to livestream to 
YouTube as well as Facebook, but from the beginning of 
May we will no longer upload these broadcasts for later 
viewing—this means that, for example,  5pm Mass can be 
joined on YouTube at 5pm, but not later in the evening or 
on the next day. Uploads will continue on Facebook 
(including Rick’s high quality recordings), for the time being 
at least, and we are considering Vimeo as another possibility 
which can, like YouTube, be found on many smart TVs and 
Roku sticks etc for the benefit of those who prefer to view 
on the larger TV screen rather than on PCs or mobile devices. 
Please accept our apologies for the inconvenience this may 
cause, and be assured we are determined to maintain our 
online presence for the benefit of those who simply cannot 
attend Masses, even after the reinstatement of the Mass 
obligations for those who can. 

17th/18th April 2021  
Now we pray, throughout the Diocese,  
for the parishes of St. John Vianney Deanery. 
This week we pray for the Dean, Fr Simon Stamp, together 
with the people of the parish of St Anne and St Joseph,  
Accrington, where he is Parish Priest. We pray for their  
parish primary school and the Accrington Victoria Hospital 
and the Mount ESM. 
May they be a vibrant sign of the Risen Lord in their local 
community.  

St Mary’s RC Church 
Oxford Street 
Eccles 
M30 0LU 

Calendar for This Week—Church Opening in Red 
Saturday 17th Apr: 5.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Vigil Mass for Sunday) (Livestreamed) 
Sunday 18th:           9.30am Mass at St Mary’s   (Recording available from 9.00am Sunday)) 
   11.15am Mass at Holy Cross 
Monday 19th: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) 
Tuesday 20th: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) 

       Wednesday 21st: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) 
Thursday 22nd: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) 
Friday 23rd:  7.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) following a Holy Hour from 6.00pm  

Saturday 24th: Daytime Mass at 12 Noon behind closed doors following a Holy Hour from 11.00am (Livestreamed ONLY)  

5.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Vigil Mass for Sunday) (Livestreamed) 
A higher quality video of the recording of the Saturday Vigil Masses will be available on the Live page of our website from 9.00am 
the following morning, on our Facebook Page and, until the end of April, on our YouTube channel—see below for more on this. 

ECO-THOUGHT for the 2nd SUNDAY of EASTER 
In one of the Easter Prefaces we pray ‘for, with the old  
order destroyed, a universe cast down is renewed.’ 
Note the breadth of vision; not just people, not just the earth, 
but a UNIVERSE is renewed in the Resurrection of Jesus from 
the dead. How can I be an instrument of that renewal?  
These reflections are provided by the diocesan Department 
for Formation for each Sunday of Lent.  

COLLECTIONS 
Last week’s collection totalled £1,145.29, plus £1,586.73 
received through Standing Orders during the month of  
February. £1,115.40 has so far been collected for our Lenten 
Charities—this collection will close next week. Thank you for 
your generosity in these difficult times. 

St George 

https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/live
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/live
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRbsD6B1cg7beD8NWwaCOLg

