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GOOD SHEPHERD SUNDAY 

T oday's Scriptures speak to us of Jesus as the "Good 
Shepherd"—a familiar image, though perhaps one 

which is not always clearly understood. What is a shepherd, 
in our eyes? Do we think of a peaceful life in the fields, 
whistling to the ever-obedient dog, surrounded by 
beautiful countryside and having all the time in the 
world? Or do we think of the early mornings, the hard 
graft, the concentrated searches for the lost, help for 
the injured, patience with the unruly, and never a  
moment's rest? Jesus is that “Good Shepherd” who 
searches for the lost and the stray, bringing them back 
to the fold by carrying them lovingly on his shoulders. 

Perhaps we do not often like to be called “sheep” with 
their image of helplessness in the face of predators and 
foolishness in the paths they might follow. But there are 
times when we do tread such paths, and when  
circumstances around us take away our self-reliance, 
and it is good then to know that Jesus, the Risen Lord 
and our Good Shepherd, is always alongside us. 

Of course, Jesus does not search for us against the 
freewill we have been given—we must always be  
receptive to his presence and ready to abandon  
ourselves into the arms that would so readily carry us 
home—but even when, like unruly sheep, we persist in 
our foolishness, it is good to remember that Jesus will 
never give up on us. 

Then, as we try to follow the Good Shepherd, we find 
ourselves called to be more than sheep—to copy the 
Good Shepherd and become shepherds ourselves, 
seeking out the needs of those around us and serving 
as best we are able. This is why Good Shepherd Sunday 
is also known in the church as “Vocations Sunday” as, 
whilst praying for vocations to the priesthood and  
religious life, we each reflect on our own calling.  
Traditionally so many other ways of life have been 
known as “vocations”—doctors and nurses, teachers, 
parents, to name but a few—but today we see God’s 
call so visibly at every point along the social spectrum, 
as we learn to value all of our key workers more and 
more—including all those in positions that were once 
called “unskilled.” So what are the skills we need to 
answer God’s call? Surely none bar the openness to 
listen and the willingness to act, and selflessly to serve. 
As we each look more deeply into our hearts to ask 
where God might be calling us, let us give thanks in 
these difficult times for all those workers and volunteers 
upon whom our whole society has come to rely so much. 

LOCKDOWN SUPPORT 
Remember that we still have many willing “good  
shepherds” amongst our own community, ready to 
help if you (or someone you know) is self-isolating and 
is struggling for food or urgent supplies. Please telephone 
the church and we will assist in any way we can. 

PRAYER REQUESTS                                   
Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 

The sick: Alan and Mary, Molly, Brenda, Anne, Patrick 
(age 7), David, Peter, Kevin, Helen, Lynn, Pam and Derek, 
Pauline, Shannon, John, Chris, Ann, Patrick, Sister Jenny, 
Clifford, Mrs Wood, Frances, Marian, Bridget, Iris, Paul-
ine, Sharon, Fr Mullin, John, Joan, Paul, Peter, Maureen, 
Pat, Patrick, David, Sister Maureen, Yvonne, Terry, Betty, 
Betty, Kathleen, Colette, Stanley, Win, Catherine, James, 
Alan, Betty, Evelyn, Elizabeth, Anne, Mary, Joan, Aman-
da, Pat, Billy, David, Evie, Mary, Chamari, Sheila, Monica, 
Joan, Clare, John, Eileen, Kathleen, Joyce, Margaret, 
Christine, Jean, Margaret, Deborah, Patrick, Fr Connelly, 
Jean, Vincent, Maureen, Eleanor, Margaret, Robert, Ken, 
Catorina, Michaela, Tony, Bernard, Elaine, Ellen, Glenes, 
Sheila, Caroline, Lynne, Joe, Jackie, Gemma, Sheila, Mar-
tin, Joanne, John, Joan, Janice, Bill, John, Kenneth, Vera, 
Lilly, Gerald, May, Louise, Matthew, Evelyn, Margaret, 
Anthony, Debbie, Mary, Peter, Theresa, Sylvia, Maureen, 
Johnny, Robin and Steven, Sister Alphonsus, Sister Regi-
na, Nijole, Ken, Stephen, Jack, Kevin. 

Lately Dead: Marie Mackie, Gregory Lebari, Helen Gant-
ley, Paula Dominga Robles Díaz, Celia Brady, Gwladys 
Ridgwell, Pastor Geoff Chandler (of Eccles Congregation-
al Church), James Burns, Joan Brady, Tony Condron, Joan 
Lancashire. 

Anniversaries: Mary Kelly, Helen Shannon, Bernard  
Collins. 

Remembrance: Sonny Shannon. 

Congratulations: Joan, from St Mary’s, reached her 
100th Birthday last week! Please keep her in your  
prayers. 

We also pray: for all our healthcare workers, for world 
leaders, for God’s guidance and support throughout the 
Covid-19 crisis and for all those suffering from the  
disease, for Sr Annie and her projects in Syria, in  
thanksgiving, for the housebound and those in hospital, 
nursing and residential homes, and for a number of  
special intentions.  

Services usually held at: Holy Cross, Patricroft and St Mary’s, Eccles 
Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricroft, M30 8QD 

SALFORD ROYAL CHAPLAINCY 
Due to the Coronavirus, family and other visitors are 
only able to visit patients in Salford Royal Hospital in 
very limited circumstances. There is a Catholic priest as 
part of the chaplaincy team who is currently able to 
visit and support patients under the strict guidance of 
hospital policy and with all necessary protective  
equipment available. Following a request for a visit, the 
clinical team on each ward will be contacted and a visit 
will take place provided it is safe and appropriate to do 
so. If you or a family member find themselves in Salford 
Royal and would like a visit from the Catholic chaplain, 
please call the chaplaincy team on 0161 206 5167 or 
email chaplaincy@srft.nhs.uk. If the case is urgent 
please ask the nurse to page the Catholic chaplain. 



                               PARISH CONTACT DETAILS  (Please note that email addresses below can NOT be clicked as links) 
Parish Priest:  Fr Martin A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     martin.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 
Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Facebook: @ourparishcommunity 
Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other times 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Halls Hire:  Enquiries to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839 
 Email:  hall1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 

Stay with us, Lord, on our Journey 

MASS TIMES WHEN WE BEGIN AGAIN 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  6.15pm at Holy Cross 
Sunday Morning:   9.30am at St Mary’s 
    11.00am at Holy Cross 
(usually with Children's Liturgy throughout the academic year) 
Refreshments are normally served after Sunday morning Mass 

at both churches 
Sunday Evening:  6.15pm at St Mary’s 
Weekdays:   See Weekday Calendar below 
Holydays:    As announced beforehand 

Holy Cross RC Church  
370 Liverpool Road  
Patricroft   
M30 8QD   

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Katrina Foster/Tara Higgins/Ged Dale 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Mary’s:     0161 789 4532 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
    Usual times: Friday: 6.30-6.50pm at Holy Cross 

Saturday:  11.00-11.45am at St Mary’s  
and 5.45-6.05pm at Holy Cross 

(again, these are currently suspended) 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptism. 

Please speak to Fr Martin or Sr Jenny when we begin again 

SUPPORTING the PARISH and Diocesan CHARITIES 
We know this is a difficult time for many individuals and 
families, and appreciate that many will not be able to offer 
financial support at this time. Your prayers for the parish 
community remain hugely valued. For those who are able, 
the Diocese has now set up a simpler way for donations to 
be made to any parish or to any of the diocesan charities, 
(the Retired priests’ Fund, Caritas, the Laudato Si Project or 
the Ecclesiastical Education Fund) by following this link on 
the Diocesan website. The opportunity will be provided to 
Gift Aid your donation if you wish. (You will notice if you use 
this page and search for St John Paul II, Eccles, the address 
will be given as Cathedral Centre—this is simply for  
administrative purposes). You can also use the link to set 
up standing orders if you wish—and you will be fully in  
control of where your donations will go. All donations will 
be transferred to the parish or charity you select. Thank you 
to all those who have already sent in envelopes or set up 
new standing orders—this is greatly appreciated. Once 
again, please do not look upon this as any form of  
pressuring you for money. It is simply given so that those 
who wish to donate can do so more easily. 

For our registered Gift Aiders, new Gift Aid envelopes have 
now been prepared, and a number of these have already 
been collected (with careful social distancing applied). The 
others may be delivered to your door over the next couple 
of weeks—but once again, please, only use them if you feel 
able to do so. If any would like to send cheques, they can now 
be made payable to “St John Paul II, Eccles”—otherwise, 
envelopes can simply be kept until the churches reopen. 

                   2nd/3rd May 2020  
This week we pray for: the people of  
the parish of Our Lady, Moss Side, and St. Alphonsus, Old 
Trafford, for Fr. Pat Deegan, their parish priest, for their 
primary school and Loreto College, for the Sisters of St. 
Joseph of the Apparition and for the work of Cornerstone. 

St Mary’s RC Church 
Oxford Street 
Eccles 
M30 0LU 

PARISH COMMUNICATIONS 
Thank you to all those who are supporting one another with 
regular friendly phone calls and via social media. Please 
keep in touch with the parish too! If you are able but not 
already signed up, please “Register for Email Updates” via 
the link in the Members’ Area of our parish website.  

ALSO—please remember that you do not need to be a 
member of Facebook to be able to share in our streamed 
Masses from the parish Facebook page. 

CAFOD CORONAVIRUS EMERGENCY APPEAL 
CAFOD launched its coronavirus emergency appeal on 30th 
April. The effects of coronavirus on developing countries 
where CAFOD works are likely to be devastating. Families 
without enough to eat and without access to clean water 
and healthcare are particularly vulnerable to coronavirus. 
The poorest and most marginalised communities will be 
pushed further into poverty. Your prayers and gifts are 
needed now more than ever to help protect the lives of 
those in poor communities. While we are not able to hold 
physical collections in our church, you can donate at 
cafod.org.uk/coronavirusappeal. 

Calendar for This Week 
Monday—Friday:  We will continue to stream our weekday Masses at 10.00am each day on our Facebook Live page 

Saturday (daytime) We will aim to stream 11.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament followed by 12 noon Mass 

Saturday (evening): At 5.00pm we aim to stream Sunday’s Mass, and a higher quality video of the recording will be 
   sent for Rick to edit and upload to our YouTube channel, from where it should also be available on the 
   “Sunday Mass” page of the parish website from 9.00am Sunday morning. 

https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/supporting-your-parish-financially/
https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/
https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/supporting-your-parish-financially/
https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/64z5cb20Ld1Z
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://cafod.org.uk/Give/Donate-to-Emergencies/Coronavirus-appeal
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/live/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRbsD6B1cg7beD8NWwaCOLg
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/sunday-mass

