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BRANCHES OF THE VINE 

W hat does it mean, to be a Christian? Is it about a particular 
moral code? Is it about a belief in the value of good over 

evil? Is it a label, whereby we call ourselves "Catholic" or 
"Methodist" or "Church of England"? Is it coming to Church on 
Sundays (or during this time of pandemic, worshipping online), 
or remembering our morning and evening prayers? Or is it  
saying we believe in Jesus Christ as the Son of God? 
In an age when technology makes everything so easy, many 
people expect Christianity to be easy too. How often we hear: 
"I believe—I just don't go to Church. After all, you don't need 
to, do you?" Don't need. Maybe the pandemic has helped 
some of us realise just how much we do need that opportunity 
to present ourselves before God and to be a part of his family. 
So, as we prepare to resume Baptisms in the parish next 
month, many might wonder: what is the minimum I must do to 
be a real Christian? But the very question misses the point. 
Jesus was not about minimum efforts, and his followers were 
not about deciding for themselves how much or how little they 

needed to do. They were, as Jesus called them to be, 
"Branches of the true vine." They were a community of believ-
ers, with no purpose except that which they shared together 
with Christ. Together they did the very best, and the very most 
they could, each one a "branch" of Christ himself, and all too 
aware of the withering effect of trying to go it alone. They met 
for the Breaking of Bread, they shared their experiences and 
their understanding. They nourished each other. And together, 
their Vine thrived and grew. 
So how do we express our Faith? Yes, we can pray at home—
and indeed just now, for many, this may be the sole and most 
important thing you can do. Also, we can share a common  
vision of what is good and wholesome; but this cannot be 
enough. As we strive to move forward from lockdown, let us 
pray in hope for the day when we can express the fullness of 
our Christianity once more by coming together—with each 
other and with Christ—a real community of believers dedicated 
to seeking out and following in Our Lord's footsteps. And in the 
meantime, wherever we may be in church or online, let us  
celebrate our oneness in Christ and pray that he stay with us 
on this journey we share. 

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY SHEET 
This week’s “Look” leaflet for your children can be found HERE 
and the “Lord’s Day at Home” sheet to accompany Sunday’s 
online Mass can be viewed and downloaded HERE. 

RENEE FERNANDES-DOUGAN 
It is with great sadness that we report the death, earlier this 
week, of the mother of one of our primary school children. 
Please keep Renee, and her husband and child, in your prayers. 
The funeral will take place on Friday this week at 11.00am at  
Holy Cross, with Fr Mark Paver officiating. We would welcome 
the support of parishioners at the Mass—but government  
regulations restrict attendance to a strict maximum of 30 so 
please do not be offended if you come to offer your support 
and find you cannot be admitted. Please be guided by the 
stewards and funeral officials who will be working hard to keep 
everyone safe. May Renee rest in peace. 

CALLING ALL OUR YOUNG ADULTS:  
An Evening with Austen Ivereigh 

The diocese is  privileged to invite all young adults (18 – 35 
years) to an evening of reflection with Dr Austen Ivereigh on 
Thursday 13th May 2021  7pm – 9pm. Austen is the co-author 
of Pope Francis' latest book: “Let Us Dream: The Path to a 
Better Future” In it the Pope sets out his vision on how to  
create a better world as we emerge from the crisis that we 
have been living through. He sees this crisis as  
having meaning for us and inviting us to new ways of  
thinking and doing things. To listen to the invitation on 
YouTube, please click on the following link: 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=HZT4nZcd1yE 
The first 20 young adults to register will receive a free copy of 
the book! 
To register or for more information, please email :  
formation@dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
Let us dream together. Let us be part of building a better future. 

CHANGES to our LIVESTREAMING 
Please check out the new “Live” window on our parish  
website HERE, which should now also enable viewing of the 
most recent and archived videos all in one place (though at the 
time we go to print, it is currently “down” because of Facebook 
problems beyond our control! Hopefully they will resolve soon). 
Facebook will continue as our main platform for all our broad-
casts, but Masses may also be viewed “live” on YouTube. They 
will be deleted from YouTube after broadcast. This is due to 
problems with YouTube’s copyright system which does not 
recognise our (several and otherwise comprehensive) licenses. 

PRAYER REQUESTS                                   
Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 
The sick: Anne, Agnes, Alan, Margaret, Edward, Peter, Ann, 
Paul, Allan, Keith, Gwyneth, Joan, Karen, Kenneth, Patrick, 
Kathleen, Pat, Doreen, Helen, Shirley, Bridget, Sara, Chamina, 
Tara, Mary, Carole, Phil, Carol, Sarah, John, Vincent de Paul, 
Alan and Mary, Molly, Anne, Patrick, David, Peter, Kevin, Helen, 
Lynn, Pam and Derek, Pauline, Shannon, John, Chris, Ann, Pat-
rick, Clifford, Mrs Wood, Frances, Marian, Bridget, Iris, Pauline, 
Sharon, Fr Mullin, John, Joan, Paul, Peter, Maureen, Pat, Pat-
rick, David, Sister Maureen, Yvonne, Terry, Betty, Betty, Kath-
leen, Colette, Stanley, Win, Catherine, James, Alan, Betty, Eve-
lyn, Elizabeth, Anne, Mary, Joan, Amanda, Pat, Billy, David, Evie, 
Mary, Chamari, Sheila, Monica, Clare, John, Eileen, Kathleen, 
Joyce, Margaret, Christine, Jean, Margaret, Deborah, Patrick, Fr 
Connelly, Jean, Vincent, Maureen, Eleanor, Margaret, Robert, 
Ken, Catorina, Michaela, Tony, Elaine, Ellen, Glenes, Sheila, Car-
oline, Lynne, Joe, Jackie, Gemma, Sheila, Martin, Joanne, John, 
Joan, Janice, Bill, John, Kenneth, Vera, Lilly, Gerald, May, Louise, 
Matthew, Evelyn, Margaret, Anthony, Debbie, Mary, Peter, 
Theresa, Sylvia, Maureen, Johnny, Robin and Steven, Sister Re-
gina, Nicola, Paul, Nijole, Ken, Stephen, Mildred and Kevin, 
Sheila. 
Lately Dead: Renee Fernandes-Dougan, Shannon Niamh 
Mackey, Delia Smith, Steven Keigher, Andrea Boggiano, Fr Vin-
cent Cavey, John Curran, Arthur Conslett, Prince Philip, Ann 
Lowry, Elsie Ashurst, Bernard Albert, Stephen McArdle, Mr Gar-
rido, Teresa Barker. 
Anniversaries: Nelly Tighe, Bernard Collins, Mary Kelly, Helen 
Shannon, Marie Mackie, Joan and James Docherty, Margaret 
and John Stafford, Pam Wood, Gregory Lebari, Christopher 
Royle, Elizabeth  Royle (birthday anniversary), William Cusack, 
Robert Higgins, James Burns, Joan Lancashire, Raymond Evans. 
Remembrance: Charles, Agnes and Ann Geeney, Marie Payne, 
Craig Docherty, John McGahran, Fr Richard O’Connor, Lavin 
family. 
We also pray: for the people of India and our own Syro-
Malabar families, for the people of Israel after the recent trage-
dy there, in thanksgiving to St Jude, for peace in Ireland and 
throughout the world, for an end to racism in all its forms and 
for our schools. We pray for world leaders, for God’s guidance 
and support throughout the Covid-19 crisis and for all those 
suffering from the disease, for the housebound and those in 
hospital, nursing and residential homes, for NHS and Care 
Home workers and for a number of special intentions.  

Services usually held at: Holy Cross, Patricroft and St Mary’s, Eccles 
Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricroft, M30 8QD 

https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/documents/Look02May2021ps.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/76e219dab8653b775ba8aac4c/files/07aa438c-25c7-4899-85dd-2f2e54ed76c2/LDAH_Easter_5B.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HZT4nZcd1yE
mailto:formation@dioceseofsalford.org.uk
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/live


                               PARISH CONTACT DETAILS  (Please note that email addresses below can NOT be clicked as links) 
Parish Priest:  Fr Martin A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     martin.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 
Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Facebook: @ourparishcommunity 
Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other times 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Halls Hire:  Enquiries to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839  
 Email:  hall1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 

Stay with us, Lord, on our Journey 

CURRENT SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  5.00pm at Holy Cross 
Sunday Morning:   9.30am at St Mary’s 
    11.15am at Holy Cross 

Children’s Liturgies are currently suspended 
Refreshments after Masses are also currently suspended 

Weekdays:   See Calendar below 
Holydays:    As announced beforehand 

Holy Cross RC Church  
370 Liverpool Road  
Patricroft   
M30 8QD   

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Tara Higgins/Ged Dale 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Mary’s:     0161 789 4532 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
    Confessions are currently only available 

by prior arrangement 
and out of doors as Fr Martin cannot meet you face to face 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptism. 

Please refer to the website for further information 

WELCOME BACK to those now returning 
It is good to see more people feeling confident to return to 
church, often after a long time away. Things may seem very 
different, but be assured you are most welcome! If any  
Readers or Eucharistic Ministers would now like to come back 
onto our rotas, please contact the parish office. Thank you. 

DAY OF PRAYER for the  
VICTIMS and SURVIVORS of ABUSE  

4th May 2021 
The Bishops of England and Wales have moved the date of this 
annual Day of Prayer from Lent to Eastertide, in response to a request 
from survivors, to express that this is a day in the season of hope 
and new life on which to pray for those who have been abused.  
This Thursday (6th May) at Salford Cathedral Bishop John will 
celebrate Mass for Survivors of Abuse. The Mass will begin at 
7pm and is open to all. It will also be streamed on church 
stream Watch the Salford Cathedral Livestream here. 

COLLECTIONS 
Last week’s collection totalled £405.45. A final additional  
donation has been added to the Lenten challenge, and the  
total of £1,140.45 will be divided between Caritas Diocese of 
Salford and Mary’s Meals. Thank you for your generosity in 
these difficult times. 

1st/2nd May 2021  
This week we pray, throughout the Diocese,  
for the people of the parishes of St Mary, Clayton-le-
Moors, Our Lady and St Hubert with St Wulstan, Great 
Harwood and St Charles Borromeo, Rishton, with Fr Ian 
Farrell, their parish priest. Let us pray for their three  
parish primary schools. 
We pray that, in this month of May they may follow the 
example of Our Blessed Lady, First Disciple of her Son.  

St Mary’s RC Church 
Oxford Street 
Eccles 
M30 0LU 

Calendar for This Week—Church Opening in Red 
Saturday 1st May: 5.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Vigil Mass for Sunday) (Livestreamed) 
Sunday 2nd:           9.30am Mass at St Mary’s   (Recording available from 9.00am Sunday)) 
   11.15am Mass at Holy Cross 
Monday 3rd:  10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) 
Tuesday 4th:  10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) with the Rosary after Mass  

       Wednesday 5th: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) 
Thursday 6th: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) 
Friday 7th:  11.00am Funeral Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed), Fr Mark Paver officiating, 
    for Renee Fernandes-Dougan. Please see separate entry 

   7.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) following a Holy Hour from 6.00pm  
Saturday 8th May: Daytime Mass at 12 Noon behind closed doors following a Holy Hour from 11.00am (Livestreamed ONLY)  

5.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Vigil Mass for Sunday) (Livestreamed) 
A higher quality video of the recording of the Saturday Vigil Masses will be available on the Live page of our website from 9.00am 
the following morning, and on our Facebook Page and. At 5pm (only) it can also be viewed on our YouTube channel. 

CRISIS IN INDIA 
Please keep our many Indian parishioners in your prayers, 
many of whom will have family and friends caught up in the 
Covid crisis at home. 

ECO-THOUGHT for the 5th SUNDAY of EASTER 
Today we have another powerful image from the world of 
nature; Jesus as the True Vine, with the invitation to remain 
connected to him in order to bear much fruit. 
As we reflect on our call to care for the world around us, the 
world of nature, what in our attitudes needs to be pruned away?   
These reflections are provided by the diocesan Department 
for Formation for each Sunday of Lent.  

https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.churchservices.tv/salfordcathedral
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/live
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRbsD6B1cg7beD8NWwaCOLg

