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VOCATIONS SUNDAY 

T oday's Scriptures speak to us of Jesus as the "Good  
Shepherd"—a familiar image, though perhaps one which 

is not always clearly understood. What is a shepherd, in our 
eyes? Do we think of a peaceful life in the fields, surrounded 
by beautiful countryside and all the time in the world? Or do 
we think of the early mornings, the hard graft, the  
concentrated searches for the lost, help for the injured,  
patience with the unruly, and never a moment's rest? A 
shepherd in Jesus's time led his flock from the front, took 
every risk first and never tired of serving the needs of his 
flock however carefree or ungrateful they seemed. And that 
is the way Jesus himself lived his earthly life—and the  
example he leaves to those who will follow him. 
It is particularly appropriate that on this 'Good Shepherd 
Sunday' we turn our attention to Vocation—that conscientious 
following of Our Lord's call to serve in his name, to become 

the people he would have us be, to use to the full the gifts 
and talents entrusted to us for the good of all people,  
forever giving thanks to the God who made us. To every 
priest this day holds out the question: "Am I truly working as 
a shepherd, nurturing the weak, challenging the strong, 
leading back the stray—or am I complacent in the easy life, 
doing what I must and no more?" And to all people, the 
challenge is brought: "Am I fulfilling the plan God has for 
me? Have I seriously considered those options in life I fear 
or shy away from, not just my superficial wishes and desires?" 
Strangely, finding real fulfilment in life, true happiness, 
often depends less upon getting our own way and more  
upon finding and acting upon the call deep within our 
hearts—living up to our true vocation. 
But, on this Vocations Sunday, what about priesthood? 
When our young people are making those crucial decisions 
in life, do we consider with them the possibility that God 
may be calling them to priesthood or religious life? And 
what if we are older, considering new direction? Many 
priests and religious have lived and worked in the "outside 
world" before feeling God's call. For some it has been a  
nagging in the back of the mind that has led them to a 
change of direction. For some it has been redundancy or 
lack of fulfilment in their chosen way. For others, even the 
tragedy of the death of their wife or husband has led to a 
new beginning as a priest, brother or sister. And now, in this 
diocese, we have a new opportunity for men, married or 
single, to train as Deacons. 
As we move into a new age and our diocese responds to the 
changing image of the church—confident that the Holy  
Spirit is present in the way our Church appears today with 
less priests and more lay involvement—let us be clear too 
about where the same Spirit may be calling each one of us. 
And let us pray that we will all find fulfilment in answering 
God's call, wherever that call might lead us. The challenge to 
evangelise is laid upon us all. Are we ready for the task?  

T his weekend we are privileged welcome Carmine Rea, 
one of our diocesan seminarians in training for the priest-

hood, who will speak about vocation at each of our Masses. 
A retiring collection will be take for the Ecclesiastical  
Education (priests’ training) Fund. 

RELAUNCH of our SUNDAY EVENING MASS 
Much has changed since we last had a Sunday evening Mass 
in this parish, at St Mary’s Church. The Syro-Malabar  
Mission of St Euphrasia has been established, welcoming  so 
many of our Indian families, with St Mary’s church and  
presbytery as their home; Fr John has come to join us as 
their priest; pandemic lockdowns have closed our churches 
for a time and changed everything we thought to be normal; 
and renovation works (which are finally nearing completion) 
have closed St Mary’s for a significant period of time. Is 
there still a demand for a Sunday evening Mass? We are not 
certain, but there is perhaps only one way to find out. And 
so, supported by Fr John and also (for one Mass each 
month) by Fr Nicholas Kumi of the Spiritans, we now  
propose to relaunch the Sunday evening Mass at St Mary’s 
on Pentecost Sunday, 5th June, at 6.30pm. (The new time is 
to fit in with the Syro-Malabar Mass in the church on  
Sunday afternoons). Please spread the word, particularly 
amongst any hospital workers who might once again find 
this helpful before or after their shifts. 

UKRAINE 
Please continue to keep the beleaguered people of Ukraine in 
your prayers, and everyone caught up in the conflict there. By 
God’s Grace, let us pray for peace. 

PRAYER REQUESTS                                   
Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 
The sick: John, Malcolm, Alistair, Maureen, Laurisa, Beiasha, Si-
obhan, Vinny, Ira, Charlotte, Vanessa, Benjamin, Sr Lucy, Wieslaw, 
Kevin, Susan, Mat and Amelia, David, Jimmy, Bridget, Greta, Mark, 
Tom, Angela, Bridie, Maureen, Peggy, Bridget, Peter, Rifa, Barbara, 
Edna, Ann-Marie, Liz, Stephen, Elizabeth, Irene, Shane, Sidney, 
Margaret, Carole, Marjorie, Anne, Agnes, Alan, Margaret, Doreen, 
Peter, Ann, Paul, Allan, Gwyneth, Karen, Kenneth, Kathleen, Pat, 
Helen, Bridget, Sara, Mary, Carole, Phil, Sarah, Alan and Mary, 
Molly, Anne, Patrick, David, Peter, Kevin, Helen, Lynn, Pam and 
Derek, Pauline, Shannon, John, Chris, Clifford, Mrs Wood, Marian, 
Bridget, Iris, Pauline, Sharon, Fr Mullin, Paul, Maureen, Pat, David, 
Terry, Betty, Kathleen, Stanley, Catherine, James, Alan, Evelyn, 
Elizabeth, Anne, Mary, Joan, Amanda, Pat, Billy, David, Evie, Mary, 
Chamari, Sheila, Monica, Clare, John, Eileen, Kathleen, Joyce, Mar-
garet, Christine, Jean, Margaret, Deborah, Patrick, Fr Connelly, 
Jean, Maureen, Eleanor, Margaret, Robert, Ken, Catorina, 
Michaela, Tony, Elaine, Ellen, Glenes, Caroline, Lynne, Joe, Jackie, 
Gemma, Martin, Joanne, John, Janice, Bill, John, Vera, Lilly, Gerald, 
Louise, Matthew, Evelyn, Margaret, Anthony, Debbie, Mary, Peter, 
Theresa, Maureen, Johnny, Robin and Steven, Nicola, Don, Nijole, 
Roger Bryan, Ken, Stephen, Mildred. 
Lately Dead: Martin Gillan, Bernard Kelly, Mary Tomlinson, Irene 
McCracken, Patrick Nash (funeral at Holy Cross, 11am on Tuesday),  
Jarleth (Charlie) McHugh, Gerard Francis, Joe Prendergast, Graham 
Faulkner, Jack Byrne, Gerry Anteo, Dave Greene, Geoff Knowles. 
Anniversaries: Patricia Mulligan, Marie Mackie, Helen Shannon, 
Bernard Collins, Mary Kelly, Shannon Mackey, Renée Fernandes, 
John and Margaret Stafford, Doris and Austin Smith, Raymond 
Evans, Gregory Lebari, William Cusack, Olive Pennington, Robert 
Higgins. 
Remembrance: Elizabeth and Christopher Royle, Sonny Shannon, 
Charles, Agnes and Ann Geeney, Marie Payne, Maurice Fagan, 
Mary Fagan, Rose Follen, Gerard Fagan, Esther Roddy, Annie Smith. 
We also pray: for Ujitha and Gina, Marie Conlan and her daughter 
(birthday blessings), Sr Kevina, for Lyndsay, for Carolyn, for mi-
grants, for the people of Ukraine and all those affected by the war 
there, for peace all around the world, for an end to racism in all its 
forms. We pray for the Syro-Malabar community, for each of our 
schools, and for our Sacramental Programme families. We pray for 
all world leaders, for God’s guidance and support throughout 
these troubled times, for the housebound and those in hospital, 
nursing and residential homes, for NHS and Care Home workers 
and for a number of special intentions.  

Services held at: Holy Cross, Patricroft and St Mary’s, Eccles 
Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricroft, M30 8QD 



                               PARISH CONTACT DETAILS  (Please note that email addresses below can NOT be clicked as links) 
Parish Priest:  Fr Martin A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     martin.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 
Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Facebook: @ourparishcommunity 
Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other times 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Halls Hire:  Enquiries to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839  
 Email:  hall1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 

Stay with us, Lord, on our Journey 

USUAL SUNDAY MASS TIMES  
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  6.00pm at Holy Cross 
Sunday Morning:   9.30am at St Mary’s 
    11.15am at Holy Cross 

Children’s Liturgies are currently suspended 
Refreshments after Masses are also currently suspended 

Weekdays:   See Calendar below 
Holydays:    As announced beforehand 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Confessions are usually available during Exposition of the  

Blessed Sacrament on Fridays and Saturdays. 
Please check the calendar below 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptism. 

Please refer to the website for further information 

UPDATE on works at St MARY’S 
Internally, there will be some repositioning of statues, the 
speakers in the foyer are to be reconnected and some final 
“tweaking” is needed with the lighting scheme. The  
Baptismal Font, which was damaged during the works, 
should be repaired this week, and likewise the replacement 
of the Sanctuary carpet should also take place this week.  
Externally we will be making further improvements to some 
of the pathways around the church. Once works are fully 
completed we will look to reintroduce some weekday  
Masses at St Mary’s. More updates will follow soon. 

FORMAL OPENING of St MARY’S 
Whilst we have now been open for Sunday Mass for a few 
weeks, we have kept things informal whilst work continues 
to go on around us. On Sunday 22nd May we will be holding 
a more formal re-opening ceremony at the 9.30am Mass 
with Bishop John joining us. St Mary’s Primary School will 
also be involved in the Mass. A celebration will follow  
afterwards in the hall.  

JUBILEE PICNIC 
On Pentecost Sunday, 5th June, we will be celebrating the 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee with a picnic in the grounds of Holy 
Cross church at 1.30 pm. More details next week! 

FIRST COMMUNION FAMILIES 
Date allocations for First Communions should have been made 
available to all families by now, though a small number of  
envelopes still remain to be collected. Once again, do please 
continue to bring the children to Mass regularly! Thank you. Any 
photographs that were not taken at the most recent meeting 
can still be arranged—please speak to Fr Martin. 

COLLECTIONS 
Last week’s collection in church totalled £1,037.34. Thank you 
also to all those who donate by Standing Order, Direct Debit, 
online and via the contactless device at the back of church. 

MONTHLY DRAW 
The new monthly draw in support of parish funds will commence 
on June 1st. To date, we have received application forms from 
just over 80 people. If you are interested and have not yet sub-
mitted your form, please place it in the box in the church foyer. 
(More forms are still available at the back of church). Thank you! 

CYCLE of PRAYER 
We pray this week, throughout the diocese  
for the people of the parish of St Mary, Manchester (the 
Hidden Gem) and for Mgr Anthony Kay, their parish priest.  
May the Lord ever lead them to springs of living water  

Calendar for This Week 
                     Saturday 30th April: 6.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Vigil Mass for Sunday) * 
                  (Vocations Sunday) Sunday 8th May:  9.30am Mass at St Mary’s 

   11.15am Mass at Holy Cross 
              Monday 9th:  There is no Mass in the parish on Mondays  
     Tuesday 10th: 11.00am Funeral Mass at Holy Cross for Patrick Nash. May he rest in peace * 
       7.00pm Hope in the Future Committee Meeting (Holy Cross or by Zoom) 
    Wednesday 11th: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross * 
       7.00pm CTiE Meeting (for all church reps) at Christ Church, Liverpool Road 
    Thursday 12th: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross * 
             Friday 13th:  7.00pm Mass at Holy Cross following a Holy Hour from 6.00pm * (with Confessions) 
             (St Matthias) Saturday 14th: 12 noon Mass at Holy Cross following a Holy Hour from 11.00am * (with Confessions) 
       6.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Vigil Mass for Sunday) * 
            (Fifth Sunday of Easter) Sunday 15th:  9.30am Mass at St Mary’s 

11.15am Mass at Holy Cross  
Saturday’s Vigil Mass will continue to be available on the Sunday Mass page of our website on Sunday and throughout the 
week, and on our Facebook Page. It can also viewed live and during the week on our YouTube channel. 

Weekday Services, apart from funerals when requested, 
remain exclusively at Holy Cross pending the  

completion of works at St Mary’s 

* Livestreamed 

Holy Cross RC Church  
370 Liverpool Road  
Patricroft   
M30 8QD   

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Marie Twemlow/Anna Raynor/Ged Dale 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Mary’s:     0161 789 4532 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300 

St Mary’s RC Church 
Oxford Street 
Eccles 
M30 0LU 

https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.mygivinghub.com/detailed/donate?charity_id=1086324&type=2&reference=S07&amount=
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/live/last-sunday-s-mass
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRbsD6B1cg7beD8NWwaCOLg

