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FINDING OUR TRUE PATH 

P icture an overgrown pathway in a wild, unfamiliar place. 
You have a map, and many old writings from people who 

have gone that way in the past, and you hope to find what they 
were looking for. You want a share in what led them on, in the 
experience that made their journey worthwhile. But you know 
there may be pitfalls along the way, and so your research is 
meticulous—everything must be planned and checked to mini-
mise the risk. Even then, once your journey begins, the way 
forward is still so unclear. Time and again, you check and re-
check your guides, but there is no escaping the fact that to 
achieve your goal you will have to take risks along the way. 
What if the terrain has changed over the years? There is only 
one way to know for certain. Step out, and hope. 

Perhaps the Church might have seemed like such a path to the 
disciples, meeting together in today's first Reading. Their Lord 
and Master has returned to heaven, and they must check and  
re-check the evidence he has left behind. Their goal? The place 
where he has gone, not just for themselves but also for all who 
will follow afterwards in their footsteps. And so they examine 
the Scriptures to see what they should do to replace Judas and 
restore the number of disciples Jesus chose. Anything—any  
obscure text might hold the key, and guide them to make the 
right move. So, Peter takes a psalm as his cue, and two friends 

are nominated to stand in Judas's place. Everything is set—and 
now must come the risk. They pray, and they draw lots. Who 
will God's choice be? The lot falls to Matthias, and now they can 
but hope that God's plan will be fulfilled through him. 
Now, after so many years when we felt the church was set up 
and there would be no great changes to embrace, we have 
found ourselves with church closures, parish amalgamations, 
and a pandemic in which even public worship itself was banned 
for a time by law, for people’s safety. The path ahead is blurred 
once more, and with Mass obligations still suspended, how do 
we find our way again? 

As with those first Disciples, it is only when we step out into 
the dark in Faith that we really learn to distinguish God's plan 
from our own. In these strange times, we face new choices: Do 
we dig in our heels and argue that everything should get back 
just the way it was? Or do we pray for guidance and petition 
the Holy Spirit for help in finding ways that are new? Do we 
work together to find a way forward past the road blocks we 
have experienced? Or perhaps do we just get out of the habit 
altogether? As we work towards that “new normal,” and it 
challenges the very way we see "Church" in our lives, let us 
listen anew to Our Lord calling us in today's Gospel to go out 
into the world, and to be consecrated in the truth—His truth—
the truth mapped out for us on our real pathway home.  

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY SHEET Etc 
This week’s “Look” leaflet for your children can be found HERE 
and the “Lord’s Day at Home” sheet to accompany Sunday’s 
online Mass can be viewed and downloaded HERE. 

COLLECTIONS 
Last week’s collection totalled £515.59. A further £1,1018.00 was 
received in the month of April through Standing Orders. Thank 
you for your generosity in these difficult times. 

ROSES at St MARY’S 
Outside the main entrance to the hall at St Mary’s a number of roses 
stand in a raised circle, which we believe may have been planted in 
memory of loved ones who have died. However, we have not been 
able to establish any clear facts about this. For health and safety 
reasons as the hall is now used so much by children’s groups, we 
have been asked to transplant these to a new location nearer to the 
church. This is now due to be carried out with great care for their 
continued growth and with respect for their purpose. Please contact 
the office if you have any more information which we would be  
happy to place on record for future knowledge. 

CONTACTLESS PAYMENT SYSTEM 
Thank you to all those who have been using the new contact-
less payment system installed at the back of Holy Cross Church 
to support your parish. We are pleased to report that the  
system is now fully functional again after last week’s outage. 

CRISES IN INDIA and the HOLY LAND 
Please keep our Indian parishioners in your prayers, many of whom 
have family and friends caught up in the Covid crisis at home. 
Please pray also for the escalating crisis in the Holy Land, that a 
peaceful solution may be found. 

OUR SINCERE THANKS TO RICK 
All those who have been a part of our online congregation over 
the past year will know with gratitude the huge efforts undertaken 
by Rick, one of our parents from St Mary’s School, in producing a 
high quality video recording of our Vigil Mass every Saturday 
evening for viewing the next day and beyond. Now, with a  
sudden increase in his professional commitments, the time has 
come when he will not be able to continue this on such a regular 
basis, so as a parish we offer our sincere thanks and wish him 
and his family well. He has kindly agreed to continue this service 
on an occasional basis when circumstances might benefit from 
this greater quality than we can achieve in our livestreams. 

PRAYER REQUESTS                                   
Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 
The sick: Anne, Paulina, Agnes, Alan, Margaret, Edward, Peter, 
Ann, Paul, Allan, Keith, Gwyneth, Joan, Karen, Kenneth, Patrick, 
Kathleen, Pat, Doreen, Helen, Shirley, Bridget, Sara, Chamina, 
Tara, Mary, Carole, Phil, Carol, Sarah, John, Vincent de Paul, Alan 
and Mary, Molly, Anne, Patrick, David, Peter, Kevin, Helen, Lynn, 
Pam and Derek, Pauline, Shannon, John, Chris, Ann, Patrick, 
Clifford, Mrs Wood, Frances, Marian, Bridget, Iris, Pauline, Sha-
ron, Fr Mullin, John, Joan, Paul, Peter, Maureen, Pat, Patrick, Da-
vid, Sister Maureen, Yvonne, Terry, Betty, Betty, Kathleen, Co-
lette, Stanley, Win, Catherine, James, Alan, Betty, Evelyn, Eliza-
beth, Anne, Mary, Joan, Amanda, Pat, Billy, David, Evie, Mary, 
Chamari, Sheila, Monica, Clare, John, Eileen, Kathleen, Joyce, 
Margaret, Christine, Jean, Margaret, Deborah, Patrick, Fr Connel-
ly, Jean, Vincent, Maureen, Eleanor, Margaret, Robert, Ken, Cato-
rina, Michaela, Tony, Elaine, Ellen, Glenes, Sheila, Caroline, Lynne, 
Joe, Jackie, Gemma, Sheila, Martin, Joanne, John, Joan, Janice, 
Bill, John, Kenneth, Vera, Lilly, Gerald, May, Louise, Matthew, 
Evelyn, Margaret, Anthony, Debbie, Mary, Peter, Theresa, Sylvia, 
Maureen, Johnny, Robin and Steven, Sister Regina, Nicola, Paul, 
Nijole, Ken, Stephen, Mildred and Kevin, Sheila. 
Lately Dead: Patricia Milton, Collette Flynn, Delia Smith, Renee 
Fernandes-Dougan, Shannon Niamh Mackey, Delia Smith, Steven 
Keigher, Andrea Boggiano. 
Anniversaries: Thomas Stanley Dickinson, May Melling, Joan 
Mannion, Patricia Mulligan, Jane Hannah Bilsborough, Nelly 
Tighe, Bernard Collins, Mary Kelly, Helen Shannon, Marie Mackie, 
Joan and James Docherty, Margaret and John Stafford, Pam 
Wood, Gregory Lebari. 
Remembrance: Mr & Mrs Ryan, Hilda Mary Blohm, Frederick 
Blohm, Cecelia Jackson, Patricia Carrington, Peter Carrington, 
Charles, Agnes and Ann Geeney, Marie Payne, Craig Docherty. 
We also pray: for Robert (Birthday wishes), for David (90th Birth-
day), for R Duggan, the people of India and our own Syro-
Malabar families, for peace in the Holy Land, in Ireland and 
throughout the world, for an end to racism in all its forms, for 
each of our schools. We also pray for world leaders, for God’s 
guidance and support throughout the Covid-19 crisis and for all 
those suffering from the disease, for the housebound and those 
in hospital, nursing and residential homes, for NHS and Care 
Home workers and for a number of special intentions.  

Services usually held at: Holy Cross, Patricroft and St Mary’s, Eccles 
Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricroft, M30 8QD 

https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/documents/Look16May2021ps.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/76e219dab8653b775ba8aac4c/files/2e8cc889-fc26-e009-6b67-e3ec85000da2/LDAH_Easter_7B.pdf


                               PARISH CONTACT DETAILS  (Please note that email addresses below can NOT be clicked as links) 
Parish Priest:  Fr Martin A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     martin.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 
Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Facebook: @ourparishcommunity 
Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other times 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Halls Hire:  Enquiries to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839  
 Email:  hall1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 

Stay with us, Lord, on our Journey 

CURRENT SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  5.00pm at Holy Cross 
Sunday Morning:   9.30am at St Mary’s 
    11.15am at Holy Cross 

Children’s Liturgies are currently suspended 
Refreshments after Masses are also currently suspended 

Weekdays:   See Calendar below 
Holydays:    As announced beforehand 

Holy Cross RC Church  
370 Liverpool Road  
Patricroft   
M30 8QD   

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Tara Higgins/Ged Dale 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Mary’s:     0161 789 4532 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
    Confessions are currently only available 

by prior arrangement 
and out of doors as Fr Martin cannot meet you face to face 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptism. 

Please refer to the website for further information 

LIVESTREAMING 
Our livestreaming service continues—please check out the new 
“Live” window on our parish website HERE, which now also 
enables viewing of the most recent and archived videos all in 
one place. (When viewing live it may take a little time to load, 
so please be patient!) Sundays Mass can be viewed later HERE. 

WORLD COMMUNICATIONS DAY 
Today we are invited to pray for all communicators—that their 
message may shared by the Grace of God and that even in the 
heart of tragedy there may be hope brought to all people.  
Donations for the World Communications Network (Bishops’ 
Conference) can be made by marked envelopes and left with 
the collection this week or next.  
To find out more, visit www.cbcew.org.uk 
You can also sign up for all the latest news, events, resources 
and spiritual content from the Catholic Bishops' Conference 
of England and Wales here: 
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/news-and-media/catholic-
news-newsletter-signup/ 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMMES 
We are now inviting applications for families of children in Year 
Three (or above) for our new First Communion Programme. 
Please visit the First Communion Page of our website and  
submit the form online. For those on last year’s programme 
who have yet to receive the Sacrament a further announce-
ment with more options will be made next week. 

15th/16th May 2021  
This week we pray, throughout the Diocese,  
for the people of St John Southworth’s parish, Nelson,  
Brierfield and Fence, for Fr Gerard Kelly, their parish priest, 
and for the Methodist community who share Christchurch 
with this parish. We pray for their parish primary schools.  
We pray that they may be true to God’s name and that 
God’s  love will dwell in them. 

St Mary’s RC Church 
Oxford Street 
Eccles 
M30 0LU 

Calendar for This Week—Church Opening in Red 
Saturday 15th May: 5.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Vigil Mass for Sunday) (Livestreamed) 
Sunday 16th:           9.30am Mass at St Mary’s   (Recording available from 9.00am Sunday)) 
   11.15am Mass at Holy Cross 
Monday 17th: There will be no Mass in the parish today as Fr Martin is unavailable 
Tuesday 18th: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) with the Rosary after Mass  
Wednesday 19th: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) 

          7.00pm Hope in the Future Meeting at Holy Cross (by arrangement) or by Zoom 
         Thursday 20th: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed with schools joining us online) 

Friday 21st:  7.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) following a Holy Hour from 6.00pm  
Saturday 22nd May: Daytime Mass at 12 Noon behind closed doors following a Holy Hour from 11.00am (Livestreamed ONLY)  

5.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Vigil Mass for Sunday) (Livestreamed) 
This Mass will continue to be available on the Sunday Mass page of our website on Sunday and throughout the week, and on our 
Facebook Page. At 5pm (only) it can also be viewed on our YouTube channel. 

PENTECOST SUNDAY NEXT WEEK 
Next weekend we will celebrate the great Feast of Pentecost—the 
Church’s Birthday. Our customary birthday party in the hall cannot 
take place this year, but could we perhaps follow our other 
“tradition” and come to Church dressed in the liturgical colour, red? 

WELCOME BACK to those now returning 
It is good to see more people feeling confident to return to 
church, often after a long time away. Things may seem very 
different, but be assured you are most welcome! If any  
Readers or Eucharistic Ministers would now like to come back 
onto our rotas, please contact the parish office. Thank you. 

ECO-THOUGHT for the 7th SUNDAY of EASTER 
In the third Eucharistic Prayer we pray ‘all you have cre-
ated rightly gives you praise.’ 
In these spring days how can we enable creation’s song 
of praise to be heard more clearly?   
These reflections are provided by the diocesan Department 
for Formation for each Sunday of Lent and Eastertide. 

https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/live
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/live/last-sunday-s-mass
http://www.cbcew.org.uk
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/news-and-media/catholic-news-newsletter-signup/
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/news-and-media/catholic-news-newsletter-signup/
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/sacraments/firstcommunion
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/live/last-sunday-s-mass
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRbsD6B1cg7beD8NWwaCOLg

