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PASTORAL LETTER FOR PENTECOST 
It was the decision of the Bishops of England, Wales and Scotland 

to unite in promoting a Pastoral Letter for Pentecost Sunday  
which reads as follows:  

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  

The Solemnity of Pentecost reminds us that everything which 
exists, every person and the whole of creation, is a gift of “God 
the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.” God our 
loving Father creates and continues to give life to the world 
through His Word, Jesus Christ, in the power of His Holy Spirit. 
The outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the Church, which we  
celebrate at Pentecost, is not something separate from  
Creation. God’s revelation of himself in Creation is inseparable 
from the revelation of his love for us in Christ and in his desire 
to live in us through his Holy Spirit.  

‘God’s Spirit is always and everywhere “the Lord, the Giver of 
Life”, and the voice of Pentecost is echoed in the voice of  
creation being transformed into the glorious liberty of God’s 
children.’ In this liberty, as God’s children, we call on the Spirit 
to ‘renew the face of the Earth’, and as his children, we are 
called, in turn, to use this liberty for the good of creation and 
for the good of all that brings life. Our world, God’s creation, is 
a precious gift to us. It is our common home entrusted to each 

generation. But how have we used that glorious liberty? How 
do we honour this precious gift? Are we really demonstrating 
love, care and respect for our common home?  

As we celebrate Pentecost this year, we are acutely aware of 
the damage that continues to be inflicted on the Earth, and the 
repercussions for the well-being of our brothers and sisters, 
both here in our own countries and, more especially, in the 
poorest countries of our world. Pope Benedict XVI and Pope 
Francis have both taught us that everything is interconnected 
and interdependent. The way we live our everyday lives has an 
impact on everyone and on the earth.  

The urgency of the situation, and the enormity of the  
challenges we face, have spurred us to speak out together this 
Pentecost Sunday, as bishops of England, Wales and Scotland, 
about the role that the Catholic Church and our faith must play 
in our shared care for God’s gift to us.  

For all too long we have either been ignorant of, or ignored, 
the systematic exploitation of our planet and the unsustainable 
consumption of its resources. While accepting the crucial need 
and demand for energy for the benefit of the poorest of our 
brothers and sisters, the provision of our energy must,  
nonetheless, be by means which radically reduce the use of 
carbon-based fuels.  

In our political thinking, there must be a new global under-
standing of our world, where nations recognise our common 
responsibility for the dignity of all people and their rights to 
sustainable livelihoods, in authentic freedom. Pope Francis 
speaks of a global politics that looks beyond our own needs to 
the needs of all, most especially the poor and the marginalised.  

But we cannot leave the healing of our common home and the 
wellbeing and care of our brothers and sisters merely to a  
response from industry and governments. Our own local  
concern and action is necessary and has far-reaching  
consequences. We all have a part to play, each and every one 
of us, in the routines, choices and decisions of our everyday 
lives and our aspirations for the future. The actions of parishes, 
families, schools, and individuals will have a significant impact 
on our efforts to restore our common home. There are now 
many resources, freely available, to advise us on our choice of 
food, saving of water and electricity, suggestions about travel, 
waste, and re-use. These are measures that everyone can  
employ, in some degree, with minimal inconvenience and 
change. They are effective ways in which we can each reaffirm 
our personal vocation to be stewards of creation.  

This Pentecost comes at a time of remarkable challenge and 
opportunity. We are gradually emerging from the tragedies 
and restrictions of the pandemic. We have the ability to make 
changes. Our countries are also hosting two most important 
meetings this year, the G7 in June and COP26 in November. 
These meetings will gather together men and women who 
have the power to make defining choices and policies which 
will help us build back better, provide for our brothers and sis-
ters, and take care of our common home.  

In all our human endeavours, we need the presence of the  
Holy Spirit, “the Lord, the Giver of Life”, whose gift to the 
Church and the world we celebrate again at Pentecost. Let us 
keep this Feast with that enduring hope that we can begin to 
repair the damage we have done and provide a healthy home 
for future generations. Our hope will be strengthened by our 
prayer. May our constant request be that the Holy Spirit guide 
us, strengthen our resolve and ‘renew the face of the earth’.  

I am sure that we will all understand the importance of  
what the Bishops have addressed to us.  

Stay with us, Lord, on our journey.  

Yours devotedly,  
+John Arnold  

Bishop of Salford 

PRAYER REQUESTS                                   
Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 
The sick: Violet, Geoff, Anne, Paulina, Agnes, Alan, Margaret, 
Edward, Peter, Ann, Paul, Allan, Keith, Gwyneth, Joan, Karen, 
Kenneth, Patrick, Kathleen, Pat, Doreen, Helen, Shirley, Bridget, 
Sara, Chamina, Tara, Mary, Carole, Phil, Carol, Sarah, John, Vin-
cent de Paul, Alan and Mary, Molly, Anne, Patrick, David, Peter, 
Kevin, Helen, Lynn, Pam and Derek, Pauline, Shannon, John, 
Chris, Ann, Patrick, Clifford, Mrs Wood, Frances, Marian, Bridget, 
Iris, Pauline, Sharon, Fr Mullin, John, Joan, Paul, Peter, Maureen, 
Pat, Patrick, David, Sister Maureen, Yvonne, Terry, Betty, Betty, 
Kathleen, Colette, Stanley, Win, Catherine, James, Alan, Betty, 
Evelyn, Elizabeth, Anne, Mary, Joan, Amanda, Pat, Billy, David, 
Evie, Mary, Chamari, Sheila, Monica, Clare, John, Eileen, Kath-
leen, Joyce, Margaret, Christine, Jean, Margaret, Deborah, Pat-
rick, Fr Connelly, Jean, Vincent, Maureen, Eleanor, Margaret, 
Robert, Ken, Catorina, Michaela, Tony, Elaine, Ellen, Glenes, 
Sheila, Caroline, Lynne, Joe, Jackie, Gemma, Sheila, Martin, Jo-
anne, John, Joan, Janice, Bill, John, Kenneth, Vera, Lilly, Gerald, 
May, Louise, Matthew, Evelyn, Margaret, Anthony, Debbie, 
Mary, Peter, Theresa, Sylvia, Maureen, Johnny, Robin and Ste-
ven, Sister Regina, Nicola, Paul, Nijole, Ken, Stephen, Mildred 
and Kevin, Sheila. 
Lately Dead: Patsy Griffin, Patricia Milton, Collette Flynn, Renee 
Fernandes-Dougan, Shannon Niamh Mackey, Delia Smith. 
Anniversaries: Margaret McElduff, Thomas Stanley Dickinson, 
May Melling, Joan Mannion, Patricia Mulligan, Jane Hannah Bils-
borough, Nelly Tighe, Bernard Collins, Mary Kelly. 
Remembrance: Eugene and Eithne Ryan, Hilda Mary Blohm, 
Frederick Blohm, Cecelia Jackson, Patricia Carrington, Peter Car-
rington, Charles, Agnes and Ann Geeney, Marie Payne. 
We also pray: in thanksgiving, for Vincent de Paul (91st Birth-
day), for Robert (Birthday wishes), for David (90th Birthday), for 
R Duggan, the people of India and our own Syro-Malabar fami-
lies, for peace in the Holy Land, in Ireland and throughout the 
world, for an end to racism in all its forms, for each of our 
schools. We also pray for world leaders, for God’s guidance and 
support throughout the Covid-19 crisis and for all those suffering 
from the disease, for the housebound and those in hospital, 
nursing and residential homes, for NHS and Care Home workers 
and for a number of special intentions.  

Services usually held at: Holy Cross, Patricroft and St Mary’s, Eccles 
Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricroft, M30 8QD 



                               PARISH CONTACT DETAILS  (Please note that email addresses below can NOT be clicked as links) 
Parish Priest:  Fr Martin A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     martin.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 
Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Facebook: @ourparishcommunity 
Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other times 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Halls Hire:  Enquiries to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839  
 Email:  hall1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 

Stay with us, Lord, on our Journey 

CURRENT SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  5.00pm at Holy Cross 
Sunday Morning:   9.30am at St Mary’s 
    11.15am at Holy Cross 

Children’s Liturgies are currently suspended 
Refreshments after Masses are also currently suspended 

Weekdays:   See Calendar below 
Holydays:    As announced beforehand 

Holy Cross RC Church  
370 Liverpool Road  
Patricroft   
M30 8QD   

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Tara Higgins/Ged Dale 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Mary’s:     0161 789 4532 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
    Confessions are currently only available 

by prior arrangement 
and out of doors as Fr Martin cannot meet you face to face 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptism. 

Please refer to the website for further information 

 CHANGES COMING to MASSES on SATURDAYS 
Following discussion at last week’s Hope in the Future meeting, 
from the beginning of June (ie beginning on Saturday 5th June) 
Masses on Saturdays will be changing as follows: 
1. The Holy Hour and Midday Mass will return to St Mary’s 

Church from 11.00am, (open to the public but not live-streamed). 
2. The Saturday evening Mass time will move from 5.00pm to 6.00pm 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMMES 
Baptisms: have begun again. Please pray for Andria, Elizabeth and 
Tymoteusz, who were baptised here in the past week. 
New First Communion Programme: We are now inviting  
applications for families of children in Year Three (or above) for 
our new First Communion Programme. Please visit the  
First Communion Page of our website and submit the form online.  
First Communion Programme 2019-20: for those on last year’s 
programme who have yet to receive the Sacrament, a choice of 
dates will be announced through our schools beginning after the  
mid-term break. Those not in Catholic Schools are invited to  
contact the parish office and arrangements will be made separately. 

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY SHEET etc 
This week’s “Look” leaflet for your children can be found HERE 
and the “Lord’s Day at Home” sheet to accompany Sunday’s 
online Mass can be viewed and downloaded HERE. 

COLLECTIONS 
Last week’s collection totalled £459.12. Thank you for your generosity 
in these difficult times. 

22nd/23rd May 2021  
This week we pray, throughout the Diocese,  
for the people of St Joseph and St Peter, Newchurch-in-
Rossendale, Fr Philip Boast, their parish priest, and for their 
parish primary schools. 
We pray that the Spirit of the Risen Lord, may fill their 
hearts and shine forth in their lives.  

St Mary’s RC Church 
Oxford Street 
Eccles 
M30 0LU 

Calendar for This Week—Church Opening in Red 
Saturday 22nd May: 5.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Vigil Mass for Sunday) (Livestreamed) 
Sunday 23rd:           9.30am Mass at St Mary’s   (Recording available from 9.00am Sunday)) 

   11.15am Mass at Holy Cross 
 (Mary, Mother of the Church) Monday 24th: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) 

Tuesday 25th: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) with the Rosary after Mass  
    Wednesday 26th: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) 

   (Christ, Eternal High Priest) Thursday 27th: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed with schools joining us online) 
Friday 28th:  7.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) following a Holy Hour from 6.00pm  

Saturday 29th May: Daytime Mass at 12 Noon behind closed doors following a Holy Hour from 11.00am (Livestreamed ONLY)  

5.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Vigil Mass for Sunday) (Livestreamed) 
This Mass will continue to be available on the Sunday Mass page of our website on Sunday and throughout the week, and 
on our Facebook Page. At 5pm (only) it can also be viewed on our YouTube channel. 

ECO-THOUGHT for PENTECOST SUNDAY 
In the Entrance Antiphon today we hear from the Book of  
Wisdom ‘the Spirit of the Lord has filled the whole world. ’ The 
response to the psalm prays for the sending forth of the Spirit 
to ‘renew the face of the earth.’ On the evening of Easter  
Sunday the Risen Lord breathed on the Eleven.  
How can we work with the Spirit of Jesus living in us to ‘renew 
the face of the earth? 
These reflections are provided by the diocesan Department for 
Formation for each Sunday of Lent and Eastertide. 

ROSES at St MARY’S 
Outside the main entrance to the hall at St Mary’s a number of roses 
stand in a raised circle, which we believe may have been planted in 
memory of loved ones who have died. However, we have not been 
able to establish any clear facts. For health and safety reasons as the 
hall is now used so much by children’s groups, we have been asked to 
transplant these to a new location nearer to the church. This is will be 
carried out with great care and with respect for their purpose. Please 
contact the office if you have any more information which we 
would be happy to place on record for future knowledge. 

https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/sacraments/firstcommunion
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/documents/Look23May2021ps.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/76e219dab8653b775ba8aac4c/files/3f529665-c318-3c50-2fa8-98a934a07e66/LDAH_Pentecost_B.pdf
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/live/last-sunday-s-mass
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRbsD6B1cg7beD8NWwaCOLg

