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THE BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST 

T oday we celebrate the great feast, instituted in the  
Middle Ages, of the Body and Blood of Christ—”Corpus 

et Sanguinis Christi” in Latin. Whilst the formal Feast day 
began in 1246 in the diocese of Liege in Belgium, the  
tradition it represents goes right back to the heart of our 
Christian Faith, with Jesus himself giving bread and wine to 
his assembled apostles with the words “Take and eat, this is 
my Body; take and drink, this is my Blood.” From that time 
onward, Christians have met for the Eucharistic meal, giving 
thanks to God (that’s what the word “Eucharist” means) for 
all that he has done for us and especially for this greatest 
gift of all—Jesus, the Son of God, given to us as food for  
the journey. 

As those early Eucharistic meals with prayers and readings 
from the scriptures and the church Fathers developed into 
what we now know as the Mass, so the growth of the 
Church as the family of God has encouraged us to “go forth” 
and share the gift we have received by our words of hope, 
but more especially by our deeds of love and graciousness—
by lives lived in that Love which the Eucharist implants into 
our hearts.  

The truth we celebrate in the Eucharist is both a mystery 
beyond comprehension and a wonder so simple it can easily 
be grasped by children—often more so than by adults who 
complicate our lives so much that we fail to find the time for 
wonder. Here is Jesus, the Son of God. It is his real presence, 
not some symbol or pointer on our road to Heaven. Jesus’ 
words were unequivocal—This IS my Body...my Blood. And 
so, our questioning as Catholics seeks to understand more 
fully the “how” but  never to doubt the reality of Christ’s 
presence. “We’ve never doubted” many of us might  
protest—but if ever we come forward to Holy Communion 
simply thinking “it’s time for the bread and (in normal times) 
the wine,” or if we come forward distracted about what we 
were doing before we came to Mass or by what we are to 
do next (or whether we set the oven properly for lunch), 
then the mystery and the wonder have both passed us by.  
Let us receive the Eucharist with deep sincerity, and spend 
those few quiet moments after Communion in nothing but 
prayer to the God whose majesty is contained within us. 
And when, at the end of Mass, we are sent forth to live our 
Faith in fervour until next time we meet, let us embrace too 
the task ahead. The Mass may be ended—but our work as 
Christians for the week ahead is only just begun. 

 NEW MASS ARRANGEMENTS on SATURDAYS 
Please be aware that both our Saturday Masses (daytime 
and Vigil) have now changed as follows: 
1. The Holy Hour and Midday Mass has now returned to St 

Mary’s Church from 11.00am, (open to the public but not 
live-streamed). 

2. The Saturday evening Mass time has now been changed 
to 6.00pm 

Indoor Confessions have also resumed from 11.10-11.45am 
in the Sacristy (not the Confessional) at St Mary’s. 

APPEAL FOR CHURCH CLEANERS 
We are in need of two more cleaning volunteers to join the 
rota at Holy Cross church. The commitment would be to two 
hours’ work, once a month. Please contact Marie in the  
parish office if you can help—and sincere thanks to all those 
who support us so generously with their time. 

SOCIAL DISTANCING in CHURCH 
In Stage 3 lockdown lifting regulations, it is possible to  
increase the capacity of our churches by reducing the social 
distancing between people of different bubbles in individual 
benches. (The blocking off of every second bench remains). 
However, as we remain in close proximity to areas of higher 
virus infection rates, we are not imposing this change 
straight away. When we do, you will be asked by the  
stewards if you are comfortable with this  when you arrive, 
and if not you will be directed to a seat where present  
distancing arrangements will be kept in place. Please bear 
with us as we try to keep everyone safe. 

SACRAMENT of CONFIRMATION 
It seems so long now since we celebrated this great Sacrament 
of the Holy Spirit in the parish so, whilst circumstances  
prevent this being held as a big parish celebration, it is 
nonetheless a great pleasure to be able to look forward to 
27 of our teenagers coming forward next week to be  
Confirmed, following a period of preparation with Sr Anna 
and our own team of catechists. Please keep them all in 
your prayers at this special time and pray, indeed, that all of 
our parishioners may be enriched by that outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit which we celebrated at Pentecost. 

PRAYER REQUESTS                                   
Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 
The sick: Violet, Geoff, Anne, Paulina, Agnes, Alan, Margaret, 
Edward, Peter, Ann, Paul, Allan, Keith, Gwyneth, Joan, Karen, 
Kenneth, Patrick, Kathleen, Pat, Doreen, Helen, Shirley, Brid-
get, Sara, Chamina, Tara, Mary, Carole, Phil, Carol, Sarah, 
John, Vincent de Paul, Alan and Mary, Molly, Anne, Patrick, 
David, Peter, Kevin, Helen, Lynn, Pam and Derek, Pauline, 
Shannon, John, Chris, Ann, Patrick, Clifford, Mrs Wood, 
Frances, Marian, Bridget, Iris, Pauline, Sharon, Fr Mullin, John, 
Joan, Paul, Peter, Maureen, Pat, Patrick, David, Sister 
Maureen, Yvonne, Terry, Betty, Betty, Kathleen, Colette, Stan-
ley, Win, Catherine, James, Alan, Betty, Evelyn, Elizabeth, 
Anne, Mary, Joan, Amanda, Pat, Billy, David, Evie, Mary, Cha-
mari, Sheila, Monica, Clare, John, Eileen, Kathleen, Joyce, Mar-
garet, Christine, Jean, Margaret, Deborah, Patrick, Fr Connelly, 
Jean, Vincent, Maureen, Eleanor, Margaret, Robert, Ken, Cato-
rina, Michaela, Tony, Elaine, Ellen, Glenes, Sheila, Caroline, 
Lynne, Joe, Jackie, Gemma, Sheila, Martin, Joanne, John, Joan, 
Janice, Bill, John, Kenneth, Vera, Lilly, Gerald, May, Louise, 
Matthew, Evelyn, Margaret, Anthony, Debbie, Mary, Peter, 
Theresa, Sylvia, Maureen, Johnny, Robin and Steven, Sister 
Regina, Nicola, Paul, Nijole, Ken, Stephen, Mildred and Kevin, 
Sheila. 
Lately Dead: Pamela Davies, Edward Tipton, Ann Seddon, Cec-
il d’Cunha, Sr Isabel Kelly FMSJ, Sr Beatrice Wild FMSJ, Sr Ce-
celia Mary FMSJ, Pat Abbott, Patsy Griffin. 
Anniversaries: John Tighe, Anne Maguire, Margaret McElduff, 
Thomas Stanley Dickinson, May Melling. 
Remembrance: Joseph and George Flatley, Eugene and Eithne 
Ryan, Hilda Mary Blohm, Frederick Blohm, Cecelia Jackson, 
Patricia Carrington, Peter Carrington. 
We also pray: in thanksgiving, for R Duggan, the people of 
India and our own Syro-Malabar families, for peace in the Holy 
Land, in Ireland and throughout the world, for an end to rac-
ism in all its forms, for each of our schools. We also pray for 
world leaders, for God’s guidance and support throughout the 
Covid-19 crisis and for all those suffering from the disease, for 
the housebound and those in hospital, nursing and residential 
homes, for NHS and Care Home workers and for a number of 
special intentions.  

Services usually held at: Holy Cross, Patricroft and St Mary’s, Eccles 
Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricroft, M30 8QD 



                               PARISH CONTACT DETAILS  (Please note that email addresses below can NOT be clicked as links) 
Parish Priest:  Fr Martin A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     martin.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 
Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Facebook: @ourparishcommunity 
Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other times 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Halls Hire:  Enquiries to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839  
 Email:  hall1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 

Stay with us, Lord, on our Journey 

CURRENT SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  6.00pm at Holy Cross 
Sunday Morning:   9.30am at St Mary’s 
    11.15am at Holy Cross 

Children’s Liturgies are currently suspended 
Refreshments after Masses are also currently suspended 

Weekdays:   See Calendar below 
Holydays:    As announced beforehand 

Holy Cross RC Church  
370 Liverpool Road  
Patricroft   
M30 8QD   

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Tara Higgins/Ged Dale 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Mary’s:     0161 789 4532 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Confessions will now be made available 

from 11.10-11.45am on Saturdays 
in the Sacristy at St Mary’s 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptism. 

Please refer to the website for further information 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMMES 
Baptisms: have begun again. Please pray for Lexi, who was 
baptised here in the past week. 
New First Communion Programme: Applications are now 
closed for families of children in Year Three (or above) for 
our new First Communion Programme. You will receive an 
email shortly inviting parents to introductory Zoom  
meetings. Late applications can still be considered—please 
visit the First Communion Page of our website.  
First Communion Programme 2019-20: for those on last 
year’s programme who have yet to receive the Sacrament, a 
choice of dates will be announced through our schools  
beginning after the mid-term break. Those not in Catholic 
Schools are invited to contact the parish office and  
arrangements will be made separately. 

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY SHEET etc 
This week’s “Look” leaflet for your children can be found 
HERE and the “Lord’s Day at Home” sheet to accompany 
Sunday’s online Mass can be viewed and downloaded HERE. 

CLIMATE SUNDAY NEXT WEEK 
Next Sunday our prayers turn to the environment and the 
gift of Creation from God. Let us consider this an opportunity 
to invite Our Lord to guide us along new pathways that will 
leave our world to our children as God would have us do. 

PARISH ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE 
Committee members will be contacted by phone this week 
to try to arrange a mutually convenient time for a meeting 
by Zoom. (Members were not all available last week). 

CYCLE of PRAYER 
This week we pray, throughout the Diocese,  
for the parish of St John Paul II, Padiham, and for Fr Allan 
Swift, their parish priest. We pray for their three parish 
primary schools and St Joseph’s Park Hill School, together 
with the Sisters of Mercy and those resident in McAuley 
Mount. 
We pray that the Eucharist may be the Source and  
Summit of their parish life. 

St Mary’s RC Church 
Oxford Street 
Eccles 
M30 0LU 

Calendar for This Week—Church Opening in Red 
Saturday 5th June: 6.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Vigil Mass for Sunday) (Livestreamed) 
 

    Monday-Friday: there will be no weekday Services in the parish this week 
Please consider joining Masses of your choice online 
Our usual Service times will resume next week 

 

    Saturday 12th: 12 noon Mass at St Mary’s following a Holy Hour from 11.00am  
6.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Vigil Mass for Sunday) (Livestreamed) 

This Mass will continue to be available on the Sunday Mass page of our website on Sunday and throughout the week, 
and on our Facebook Page. At 6pm (only) it can also be viewed on our YouTube channel. 

COLLECTIONS 
Last week’s collection totalled £519.20. Thank you for your 
generosity in these difficult times, and thank you to all those 
who have generously increased their regular giving by 
Standing Order and using the contactless payment device at 
Holy Cross. 

ROSES at St MARY’S 
Outside the main entrance to the hall at St Mary’s a number 
of roses stand in a raised circle, which we believe may have 
been planted in memory of loved ones who have died. However, 
we have not been able to establish any clear facts. For health 
and safety reasons as the hall is now used so much by children’s 
groups, we have been asked to transplant these to a new 
location nearer to the church. This is will be carried out with 
great care and with respect for their purpose. Please contact 
the office if you have any more information which we would 
be happy to place on record for future knowledge. 

https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/sacraments/firstcommunion
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/documents/Look06June2021ps.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/76e219dab8653b775ba8aac4c/files/e9cca5c1-7869-7063-d81e-ed9e2945fe4e/LDAH_Corpus_Christi_B_02062021.pdf
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/live/last-sunday-s-mass
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRbsD6B1cg7beD8NWwaCOLg

