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REOPENING of CHURCHES and PUBLIC MASSES 

A ll the church opening times in the diocese can be found 
HERE as more churches receive approval to move forward.  

Only churches that have been officially cleared to open may 
do so—this is not an arbitrary guideline but a legal requirement 
backed by significant fines for any transgression. We will look 
to obtain clearance to open St Mary’s church when possible.  

We will start to open some of our 10.00am Masses at Holy 
Cross to the public this week, on Tuesday, Thursday and 
Friday. These will be carefully supervised and monitored to 
ensure strict guidelines are followed for your safety. If you 
are shielding, we still strongly encourage you to stay away 
for the time being. It seems such a harsh thing to say, but 
again it is for your safety. All Mass obligations remain  
suspended and whilst it will be wonderful to be able to 
share in Holy Communion again, we would hate you to  
become ill as a result of coming to the church too soon. 

We will continue to open for private prayer at Holy Cross as 
before on Thursday, Thursday and Friday from 3.00-6.00pm. 

DON’T TRY TOO HARD! 

I n today's Gospel, Jesus focuses once again on the need to 
be child-like in our Faith if we are to understand the mind 

of God. The mysteries, he says, are hidden from the learned 
and the clever, and revealed to mere children. Why? Surely 
it is only human for us to want to know more, to understand 
more, and to be able to prove more? That is a part of grow-
ing up. And, as with every aspect of life, our Faith needs to 
grow up too, if it is to survive the challenges and disappoint-
ments of real life. But what if we try too hard? 

In our supposedly enlightened age and before the time 
of the pandemic, we liked to believe we were in control. The 
more eloquently we could prove and explain ourselves, the 
more secure we felt, the more self-sufficient, the more inde-
pendent. But there, paradoxically, could be our problem. 
Fundamental to our understanding of God is our knowing 
how much we need him. Realising what we do not know, 
coming to terms with what we cannot manage by ourselves 
however much we wish we could—only in this way can we 
reach a true appreciation of the God who can achieve in us 
more than we could even imagine by ourselves. When we 
try too hard to be grown-up and independent, we lose sight 
of our need for God and instead set out our own comforta-
ble boundaries within which we 'let' God operate—in short, 
we try to create God in our own image, and we are doomed 
to fail. Here, perhaps, the pandemic has taught us a les-
son—however enlightened the human race may be, if we 
think we are fully in control we are deluding ourselves. 
Whatever the cause may have been, we have recognised 
our absolute reliance upon others, especially our NHS and 
other key workers. And then, when we lose some of our 
hard-fought independence, is there not room too for us to 
rediscover something of our real need for God, who alone 
has the power to turn it all into good? Or perhaps to discov-
er that need for the first time? 

Let us pray, then, for a Faith that is simple enough to trust 
when we do not understand, yet does not prevent us from 
robustly pursuing truth; a Faith that is strong enough for us 
to lead others into finding God, but does not depend upon 
our believing we are always right, and is not disheartened 
when we recognise our own limitations, or our faults and 
failings. A difficult balance? Indeed—but if we "turn to him" 
when we are overburdened, he will make sense of it - and 
we will find true peace. 

REVERSE SIDE of the NEWSLETTER 
The pre-printed side of the Newsletter, from Redemptorist 
Publications, can be viewed and downloaded HERE and also 
the “Look” leaflet for your children can be found HERE. (All 
copies for the coming month are provided together at these 
links so please scroll down as necessary to the correct week). 

FAMILY IS SACRED—Webinar this Thursday 
“Family is Sacred” is a course to support and enrich Marriage 
& Family life and strengthen the Domestic Church.  Anyone 
over 18 is welcome to attend. The introductory session will 
include an overview of the course, small group discussion and 
plans to offer this course around the diocese. This will take 
place by Zoom Webinar this Thursday (9th July), 7:30pm-
9:00pm. Register your free place by emailing: 
hope@dioceseofsalford.org.uk. (Zoom details to follow)  

PRAYER REQUESTS                                   
Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 
The sick: Tara, Mary, Carole, Phil, Carol, Sarah, John, Vin-
cent de Paul, Alan and Mary, Molly, Brenda, Anne, Patrick 
(age 7), David, Peter, Kevin, Helen, Lynn, Pam and Derek, 
Pauline, Shannon, John, Chris, Ann, Patrick, Sister Jenny, 
Clifford, Mrs Wood, Frances, Marian, Bridget, Iris, Pauline, 
Sharon, Fr Mullin, John, Joan, Paul, Peter, Maureen, Pat, 
Patrick, David, Sister Maureen, Yvonne, Terry, Betty, Betty, 
Kathleen, Colette, Stanley, Win, Catherine, James, Alan, 
Betty, Evelyn, Elizabeth, Anne, Mary, Joan, Amanda, Pat, 
Billy, David, Evie, Mary, Chamari, Sheila, Monica, Clare, 
John, Eileen, Kathleen, Joyce, Margaret, Christine, Jean, 
Margaret, Deborah, Patrick, Fr Connelly, Jean, Vincent, 
Maureen, Eleanor, Margaret, Robert, Ken, Catorina, 
Michaela, Tony, Bernard, Elaine, Ellen, Glenes, Sheila, Caro-
line, Lynne, Joe, Jackie, Gemma, Sheila, Martin, Joanne, 
John, Joan, Janice, Bill, John, Kenneth, Vera, Lilly, Gerald, 
May, Louise, Matthew, Evelyn, Margaret, Anthony, Debbie, 
Mary, Peter, Theresa, Sylvia, Maureen, Johnny, Robin and 
Steven, Sister Alphonsus, Sister Regina, Nijole, Ken, Ste-
phen, Arthur, Kevin. 
Lately Dead: Bill Stone, Joe Grindrod, Lucy Chukwu, Joan 
King, Janus Coucill, Camilla Hanley, Bill Kershaw, Marjorie 
Shepley. 
Anniversaries: John Potter, Barbara Banks, Albert yates, 
Bernard Crowley. 
Remembrance: Mary and Frank Smith (74th Wedding anni-
versary remembrance), John Potter, Thomas Scanlon, Felix 
McLernon, John McGuinness Snr, Charles, Agnes and Ann 
Geeney, Marie Payne, William and Lilian Hindley. 
We also pray: for an end to racism in all its forms, for our 
schools and all our families. We pray  for all our healthcare 
workers, for world leaders, for God’s guidance and support 
throughout the Covid-19 crisis and for all those suffering 
from the disease, for Sr Annie and her projects in Syria, in 
thanksgiving, for the housebound and those in hospital, 
nursing and residential homes, for NHS and Care Home 
workers and for a number of special intentions.  

Services usually held at: Holy Cross, Patricroft and St Mary’s, Eccles 
Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricroft, M30 8QD 

https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/churches-opening-for-private-prayer/
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/documents/SundayMessage_July2020pages.pdf
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/documents/Look_JULY2020.pdf
mailto:hope@dioceseofsalford.org.uk?subject=Family%20is%20Sacred


                               PARISH CONTACT DETAILS  (Please note that email addresses below can NOT be clicked as links) 
Parish Priest:  Fr Martin A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     martin.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 
Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Facebook: @ourparishcommunity 
Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other times 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Halls Hire:  Enquiries after reopening to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839  
 Email:  hall1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 

Stay with us, Lord, on our Journey 

MASS TIMES WHEN WE BEGIN AGAIN 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  6.15pm at Holy Cross 
Sunday Morning:   9.30am at St Mary’s 
    11.00am at Holy Cross 
(usually with Children's Liturgy throughout the academic year) 
Refreshments are normally served after Sunday morning Mass 

at both churches 
Sunday Evening:  6.15pm at St Mary’s 
Weekdays:   See Weekday Calendar below 
Holydays:    As announced beforehand 

Holy Cross RC Church  
370 Liverpool Road  
Patricroft   
M30 8QD   

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Katrina Foster/Tara Higgins/Ged Dale 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Mary’s:     0161 789 4532 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
    Usual times: Friday: 6.30-6.50pm at Holy Cross 

Saturday:  11.00-11.45am at St Mary’s  
and 5.45-6.05pm at Holy Cross 

(again, these are currently suspended) 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptism. 

Please speak to Fr Martin or Sr Jenny when we begin again 

BIG SLEEP-IN—Webinar this Friday 
Home Truths: Re-imagining A World Without Homelessness. 
7.30 pm this Friday 10th July. The webinar on the night of the Big 
Sleep In is open to everyone who cares about homelessness 
and not just those who are taking part in the Big Sleep In. 
Find out about what is happening in our Diocese to address 
homelessness and how we can all play our part in reaching 
out to help the most vulnerable in our communities. Panellists 
include Bishop John Arnold; Eamonn O’Neal (High Sheriff of 
Greater Manchester); Mark Wiggin (Director, Caritas Salford) and 
Lorraine Cumbo (Operations Manager, Cornerstone Day Centre). 
To register for the webinar now go to https://app.livestorm.co/
p/f4379b0e-e439-432a-b510-137ba3d6b35a.  

SUPPORTING the PARISH and OTHER CHARITIES 
Whilst collection baskets will be available at the doors at the 
end of those Masses which are open to the public, online or 
standing order donations are still the most manageable. For 
those who are able and who wish, the Diocese has set up a 
simpler way for donations to be made to any parish or to 
any of the diocesan charities, by following this link on the 
Diocesan website. Thank you to all those who have already 
sent in envelopes or set up new standing orders—this is 
greatly appreciated. Once again, please do not look upon this 
as any form of pressuring you for money. It is simply given so 
that those who wish to donate can do so more easily. For 
those who would like to support the CAFOD Coronavirus 
appeal, please visit:  cafod.org.uk/coronavirusappeal. 

                   4th/5th July 2020  
This week we pray for: the people of  
the parish of St. Joseph and St. Edward, Longsight and 
Rusholme, and for Fr. Robert Morland and the SMA  
Fathers. We pray for the Little Sisters of the Poor and 
their residents, and for the priests of Opus Dei. We also 
pray for the Brazilian and Zimbabwean chaplaincies 
based at St. Edward's, for their parish primary schools 
and for Xaverian College. 

St Mary’s RC Church 
Oxford Street 
Eccles 
M30 0LU 

BAPTISM, CONFESSION and CONFIRMATION 
Please register for our Email Updates if you have not already 
done so to keep up with developments in our programmes 
for the Sacraments. It was announced last week that First 
Communions will be delayed at least until the Autumn, but 
we will soon be recommencing Baptism programmes (in 
new ways) and Confessions can now be offered, though 
again not in the manner to which we are accustomed. If any 
feel the need for the Sacrament of Reconciliation then, giv-
en suitable weather, it can now be arranged by appoint-
ment out of doors for your safety and that of Fr Martin (who 
is himself  in the “clinically vulnerable” category). Of course, 
if you feel able to wait a while longer, recognising Pope 
Francis’s message that forgiveness is there when we pray 
sincerely for it, the time will come when more usual facili-
ties can be offered again. 

Calendar for This Week 
Monday—Friday:  We will continue to stream all our weekday Masses at 10.00am each day on our Facebook Live page 

Tuesday: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross open to the public. Holy Cross Church also open for private prayer from 3.00-6.00pm 

Thursday: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross open to the public. Holy Cross Church also open for private prayer from 3.00-6.00pm 

Friday: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross open to the public. Holy Cross Church also open for private prayer from 3.00-6.00pm 

Saturday (daytime) We will aim to stream 11.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament followed by 12 noon Mass 

Saturday (evening): At 5.00pm we aim to stream Sunday’s Mass, and a higher quality video of the recording should be 
   available on our YouTube channel, and via the “Daily Mass” page of our website from 9.00am Sunday morning. 

*** Only the Masses in red above will be open to the public *** 

Sunday Mass will remain behind closed doors for the time being 

https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://app.livestorm.co/p/f4379b0e-e439-432a-b510-137ba3d6b35a
https://app.livestorm.co/p/f4379b0e-e439-432a-b510-137ba3d6b35a
https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/supporting-your-parish-financially/
https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/
https://cafod.org.uk/Give/Donate-to-Emergencies/Coronavirus-appeal
https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/64z5cb20Ld1Z
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/live/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRbsD6B1cg7beD8NWwaCOLg
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/sunday-mass

