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FROM FAILURE TO GLORY 

S t Mark was never a man to beat about the bush. If 
there were failures to report, he would tell the story 

as he heard it, no so ening the blow, no making us feel 
"it wasn't really that bad." Just the painful truth. 

And so we are accustomed to hearing reports of weak-
ness in Peter or the other apostles. St Paul's "thorn in 
the flesh" that he speaks of in today's Second Reading is 
not unfamiliar either. The idea that God can achieve 
great things in spite of our human failings is something 
we are quite used to as Chris<ans, even though we 
o en need to remind ourselves so as not to become 
discouraged. But weakness in Jesus? Failure to accom-
plish a part of his mission? The very idea seems too ir-
reverent to consider - yet this is precisely what Mark 
reports in our Gospel today, and like every other aspect 
of "Gospel" it is indeed "Good News" for us all. 

Jesus has returned to his home town of Nazareth. His 
mission to the people of Israel must include his child-
hood companions as much as it included the crowds by 
the lake or on the mountainside. In their synagogue he 
preaches with his usual persuasive authority and love - 
yet these people hear without listening. Impressed by 

his speech, they are quick to dismiss the message by 
reminding themselves of his roots amongst them. A er 
all, it is easier to cope with a carpenter than a prophet. 

Jesus must face the deepest rejec<on. The other Gospel 
writers speak of no prophet being accepted "in his own 
country" - but Mark brings it closer to home. His own 
rela<ons. His own house. Those closer to him than any 
other will not believe in him, and the sense of failure 
paralyses him. He, God himself, can do no miracle there. 
Think about it - how much God emp<ed himself to take 
up our human weakness. Imagine the mental anguish as 
Jesus leaves his home knowing that so many of those 
who had once held him so dear now want nothing more 
to do with him, branding him as mad, his mission as 
mere folly. And there was no resolu<on - Jesus would 
never come home to Nazareth again. 

Enough, surely, to make anyone give up? Yet he knows 
he must not. His preaching must con<nue in other 
towns, to other representa<ves of the children of Israel. 
He must not stop short of that ul<mate folly - the Cross 
of Calvary. Only then might people truly believe in him. 
Yet even then, many would refuse. 

Let us think of our Saviour when human weakness 
threatens to paralyse us in our own efforts to do good. 
Let us think of him when those closest would turn away 
from us because we stand by God's truth. And, like Je-
sus, let us trust in God to succeed through us, when our 
own strivings come to nought.  

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION CERTIFICATES 
These will be presented at all Masses next weekend 
(14th/15th July). Children may wear their First Com-
munion ouIits once again on this occasion if they wish.  

A photograph of each group, taken at the end of the 
Masses, is available and can be viewed and ordered at 
the back of church at £2.00 for A4 size (as displayed) or 
£1.00 for a smaller 7x5” print. Please speak to Fr Mar<n. 
Orders already placed should be available next weekend. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

READERS THIS WEEKEND 
6.30pm:   Veronica, Jennifer 
9.00am:  Please log in or see list in church  
10.30am:  Selena, Dominic 

OFFERTORY 
Collec0on: 30th June/1st July  See print version  

RETIRING COLLECTIONS 
This week: SVP monthly collec<on 
Next week: Bring and Buy Sale for Fr John Bashabora 
21st/22nd: Apostleship of the Sea (Deferred from today) 

• New to the parish? 
• Know someone who is sick or in hospital? 
• Like a visit from the priest? 
• Think the parish may be able to help you, or you us, in any way? 
 Please speak to Fr Mar<n, a er Mass or at any convenient <me 

Please keep the following people kindly in your 
prayers: 
The sick: Fleur, Ellen, Alec, Glenes, Mary, Ste-
phen, Sheila, Sr Cecily, Caroline, Lynne, Joe, Da-
vid, Angela, Jackie, Christopher and Clifford, 
Mary, Gemma, Rosa, John, Sheila, Martin, Joanne, 
Desmond, John, Joan, Janice, Bill, Harvey, Marie, 
John, Martin, Kenneth, Vera, Lilly, Dennis and 
Gerald, May, Louise, Peggy, Matthew, Evelyn, 
Margaret, Anthony, Debbie, Mary, Peter, Theresa, 
Sylvia, Martin, Elaine, Mavis, Maureen, Johnny, 
Robin and Steven, Vanessa, Lyndsay, Stephen, 
Bernard, Jack and Joan, Kevin. 
Lately Dead: Maureen Jackson, Eric McAvoy, Fre-
da Jones, James McCusker, Rita Mary Joyce, Eu-
docia Pantoja. 
Anniversaries: Pat Cusack, Brian Slater, Christine 
Galligan, Stuart Murphy, Bernard Chinnery, Ber-
nard Crowley, Vera Kerr, Albert Yates. 
Remembrance: Charles, Agnes and Ann Geeney, 
Marie Payne, Pat Ryan, Fahy, McDonnell and Kirk 
families. 
We also pray: for our First Communion children 
and families, in thanksgiving, for world peace, for 
the people of Southern Cameroon, for Bishop 
John and the restructuring of our diocese, for the 
housebound and those in hospital, nursing and 
residential homes, and for a  number of special 
intentions. 



PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 
Parish Priest:  Fr Mar<n A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     mar<n.collins @ dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 

Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @ ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other <mes 
 Email:     srjenny @ ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Community Hall:  Enquiries to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 

St�� �i�	 u�, L�r�, �� ��� J������ 

MASS TIMES 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  6.30pm at Holy Cross 

Sunday Morning:   9.00am at St Ma!hew’s 
    10.30am at Holy Cross 
     (with Children's Liturgy) 
Tea and Coffee available only after Mass at St Matthew’s this week 

Weekdays:   See Weekday Calendar below 

Holydays:    11.00am at Holy Cross 
    7.00pm at St Ma!hew’s 

Holy Cross RC Church   St Ma;hew’s RC Church 
Liverpool Road    Worsley Road 
Patricro      Winton 
Eccles      Eccles 
M30 8QD     M30 8BL 

Parish Safeguarding Reps:   Katrina Foster/Tara Higgins 
            Email: safeguarding @ ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300  

          WEEKDAY CALENDAR (Week beginning Monday 9th July) 

Monday:   9.00am Morning Prayer at Holy Cross followed by 9.15am Mass 
Tuesday:   9.00am Morning Prayer at St Matthew’s followed by 9.15am Mass 
   10.15am – 12.30pm KniTng Club at St Ma!hew’s 
Wednesday:  8.45am Exposi0on of the Blessed Sacrament at Holy Cross followed by 9.15am Mass  
Thursday:   9.00am Morning Prayer at St Ma;hew’s followed by 9.15am Mass 
Friday:   6.30pm Exposi0on of the Blessed Sacrament at Holy Cross followed by 7pm Mass and Divine Mercy 
Saturday (day): 11.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at St Matthew’s followed by 12 noon Service and Novena 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Friday: 6.30-6.50pm at Holy Cross 

Saturday:  11.00-11.50am at St Ma!hew’s 
6.00-6.20pm at Holy Cross 

(or at any reasonable time on request) 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptisms. 

Please speak to Fr Martin or Sr Jenny after Mass 

ADOREMUS—EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS 
Forms, available from Fr Mar<n, must be filled in this 
weekend for places to be reserved. Please would all 
those who have already submi!ed the “expression of in-
terest” cards come forward a er Mass to complete the 
applica<on process. Thank you. 

BRING AND BUY FOR Fr BASHABORA 
The annual Bring and Buy in aid of Fr John Bashabora’s 
orphans in Uganda will take place after all the weekend 
Masses on 21st/22nd July. Boxes will be left at the back of 
both churches for donations of any unwanted gifts and 
any home-made and bought cakes that could be sold on 
the day. Thank you! Your support makes a massive differ-
ence to the lives of the children. 

YOUTH GROUP SPONSORED WALK 
The walk is planned for Saturday week, 21st July. If you’re 
11-17 and fancy a challenge to raise money for charity, 
please see Rachel (our Youth Rep) for more details. 

MUSIC MINISTRY EVENT 
This event is taking place at Salford Cathedral next Sar-
turday (14th July), star<ng at 10.30am and ending with 
Mass at 3pm. There will be a number of workshops for 
singers, instrumentalists etc—those already involved in  
choirs etc or those who might be interested. Just take a 
packed lunch! Register at hope @ dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
or telephone 0161 817 2222.  

               7th/8th July 2018   
As part of our diocesan journey with Hope  
in the Future, we pray for the people of: 
• The parish of St Margaret Mary’s, New Moston with Fr 

Starkie and the Manchester Ordinariate Mission.  
• The parish of St. Patrick, Collyhurst, and Fr. Jim Clarke.  
• The Presenta<on Sisters, the sisters of Evron and the 

brothers Missionaries of Charity.  
• We pray for their parish primary schools.  

May God guide and inspire their missionary efforts. 

Fr SOPHRONIUS VISITING 
Thank you for all your support, via the boxes at the back 
of Church, for Fr Sophronius. He is now visi<ng England 
for the summer—arriving at Manchester Airport today 
(Sunday)—and he will be staying for the first part of his 
visit here at Holy Cross. We look forward to welcoming 
him once again. 

AN APPEAL FOR SUPPORT 
Kyle, whose father does a huge amount of work in our 
churches (repairs, decora<ng, refurbishing etc) is in need 
of a new electric wheelchair as his current chair is now 
prone to breaking down. Various celebri<es from sports 
and TV have come to his assistance, and a calendar has 
been produced (running from September 2018 to Decem-
ber 2019) featuring Kyle pictured with the stars. Priced at 
£9.99, these will assist towards the cost (in the region of 
£10,000) of his new chair. A sample can be viewed in the 
piety shop, and orders can be placed there. 


