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FROM FAILURE TO GLORY 

S t Mark was never a man to beat about the bush. If there 
were failures to report, he would tell the story as he 

heard it, no softening the blow, no making us feel "it wasn't 
really that bad." Just the painful truth. 
And so we are accustomed to hearing reports of weakness 
in Peter or the other apostles. St Paul's "thorn in the flesh" 
that he speaks of in today's Second Reading is not unfamiliar 
either. The idea that God can achieve great things in spite of 
our human failings is something we are quite used to as 
Christians, even though we often need to remind ourselves 
so as not to become discouraged. But weakness in Jesus? 
Failure to accomplish a part of his mission? The very idea 
seems too irreverent to consider—yet this is precisely what 
Mark reports in our Gospel today, and like every other  
aspect of "Gospel" it is indeed "Good News" for us all. 
Jesus has returned to his home town of Nazareth. His  
mission to the people of Israel must include his childhood 
companions as much as it included the crowds by the lake 
or on the mountainside. In their synagogue he preaches 
with his usual persuasive authority and love—yet these  
people hear without listening. Impressed by his speech, they 
are quick to dismiss the message by reminding themselves 
of his roots amongst them. After all, it is easier to cope with 

a carpenter than a prophet. 
Jesus must face the deepest rejection. The other Gospel  
writers speak of no prophet being accepted "in his own 
country"—but Mark brings it closer to home: his own  
relations; his own house. Those closer to him than anyone 
will not believe in him, and the sense of failure paralyses 
him. He, God himself, can do no miracle there. Think about 
it—how much God emptied himself to take up our human 
weakness. Imagine the mental anguish as Jesus leaves his 
home knowing that so many of those who had once held him 
so dear now want nothing more to do with him, branding 
him as mad, his mission as mere folly. And there was no  
resolution—Jesus would never come home to Nazareth again. 
Enough, surely, to make anyone give up? Yet Jesus knows he 
must not. His preaching must continue in other towns, to 
other representatives of the children of Israel. He must not 
stop short of that ultimate folly—the Cross of Calvary. Only 
then might people truly believe in him. Yet even then, many 
would refuse. 
Let us think of our Saviour when human weakness threatens 
to paralyse us in our own efforts to do good. Let us think of 
him when those closest would turn away from us because 
we stand by God's truth. And, like Jesus, let us trust in God 
to succeed through us, when our own strivings come to 
nought.  

 SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMMES 
Baptisms: These continue each week. Please pray for Pippa 
and Carter, who were baptised here last week. 
New First Communion Programme: The new “passports” 
should now be available through the schools and by email to 
those not in Catholic schools. Please keep a record of all the 
Masses your child attends, including those in school. Whether 
you are with us in person or online, please be assured that 
you are all most welcome here!  
All First Communion families are asked to tune in to our 
10.00am Mass on WEDNESDAY of this week (7th July) which 
will be one of our special Sacramental Programme Masses. 
Those in our primary schools will have the opportunity to 
follow this at school (with some attending in person) but it 
will remain available both on Facebook and YouTube for 
later viewing at any time. This, too, should be recorded on 
your Passport after taking part. Thank you. 
First Communion Programme 2019-20: we are now close to 
completing First Communion for those waiting from last 
year. Please contact Fr Martin or Mrs Darcy (at St Gilbert’s) 
if you are still unsure of what is being offered for your child. 

PRAYER REQUESTS                                   
Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 
The sick: Marjorie, Stephen and Christopher, Violet, Geoff, 
Anne, Paulina, Agnes, Alan, Margaret, Edward, Peter, Ann, Paul, 
Allan, Keith, Gwyneth, Joan, Karen, Kenneth, Patrick, Kathleen, 
Pat, Doreen, Helen, Shirley, Bridget, Sara, Tara, Mary, Carole, 
Phil, Carol, Sarah, Alan and Mary, Molly, Anne, Patrick, David, 
Peter, Kevin, Helen, Lynn, Pam and Derek, Pauline, Shannon, 
John, Chris, Ann, Patrick, Clifford, Mrs Wood, Frances, Marian, 
Bridget, Iris, Pauline, Sharon, Fr Mullin, John, Joan, Paul, Peter, 
Maureen, Pat, Patrick, David, Sister Maureen, Yvonne, Terry, 
Betty, Betty, Kathleen, Colette, Stanley, Win, Catherine, James, 
Alan, Betty, Evelyn, Elizabeth, Anne, Mary, Joan, Amanda, Pat, 
Billy, David, Evie, Mary, Chamari, Sheila, Monica, Clare, John, 
Eileen, Kathleen, Joyce, Margaret, Christine, Jean, Margaret, 
Deborah, Patrick, Fr Connelly, Jean, Vincent, Maureen, Eleanor, 
Margaret, Robert, Ken, Catorina, Michaela, Tony, Elaine, Ellen, 
Glenes, Sheila, Caroline, Lynne, Joe, Jackie, Gemma, Sheila, 
Martin, Joanne, John, Joan, Janice, Bill, John, Kenneth, Vera, 
Lilly, Gerald, May, Louise, Matthew, Evelyn, Margaret, Anthony, 
Debbie, Mary, Peter, Theresa, Sylvia, Maureen, Johnny, Robin 
and Steven, Sister Regina, Nicola, Paul, Nijole, Ken, Stephen, 
Mildred and Kevin, Sheila. 
Lately Dead: Joan Hamilton (mother of our headteacher at St 
Mary’s school), Sarah Greenhalgh, Anna-May McNulty, Thomas 
Yates, Sr Moira Geary FMSJ, Vincent O’Brien, Peter Connor, 
Vincent de Paul O’Regan, Lily McNamara. 
Anniversaries: Pat Cusack, Felix McLernon, Paula McLernon 
Wilson, John Callery, Albert Yates, Sue Woodcock (birthday 
anniversary). 
We also pray: for the people of India and our own Syro-
Malabar families, for peace in the Holy Land, in Ireland and 
throughout the world, and for an end to racism in all its forms. 
We pray for each of our schools, and for our Sacramental pro-
gramme families. We pray for all those lives lost to abortion, 
and for our politicians making difficult decisions. We pray for all 
world leaders, for God’s guidance and support throughout the 
Covid-19 crisis and for all those suffering from the disease, for 
the housebound and those in hospital, nursing and residential 
homes, for NHS and Care Home workers and for a number of 
special intentions.  

Services usually held at: Holy Cross, Patricroft and St Mary’s, Eccles 
Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricroft, M30 8QD 

CHILDREN’S CLUBS at St MARY’S PARISH HALL 
Treehouse St Mary’s 

St Mary’s Hall Oxford St Eccles M30 0LU  
• We offer Before and After School Care for the families 

of St Mary’s RC Primary Hemming Drive Eccles 
• We offer Holiday Care in St Mary’s Church Hall Oxford 

St Eccles (open to children from any school in the  
parish) 

• In September we are opening Our Pre-School Group at 
St Mary’s Hall Oxford St Eccles (again open to all) 

If you would like more details please contact: 
Louise Irvine  

St Mary's Treehouse  
Email : Treehousestmarys@outlook.com  

Mobile 07538 801 721 

https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.youtube.com/c/ParishOfStJohnPaulIIEccles


                               PARISH CONTACT DETAILS  (Please note that email addresses below can NOT be clicked as links) 
Parish Priest:  Fr Martin A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     martin.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 
Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Facebook: @ourparishcommunity 
Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other times 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Halls Hire:  Enquiries to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839  
 Email:  hall1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 

Stay with us, Lord, on our Journey 

CURRENT SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  6.00pm at Holy Cross 
Sunday Morning:   9.30am at St Mary’s 
    11.15am at Holy Cross 

Children’s Liturgies are currently suspended 
Refreshments after Masses are also currently suspended 

Weekdays:   See Calendar below 
Holydays:    As announced beforehand 

Holy Cross RC Church  
370 Liverpool Road  
Patricroft   
M30 8QD   

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Tara Higgins/Ged Dale 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Mary’s:     0161 789 4532 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Confessions now available from 11.10-11.45am on Saturdays 

in the Sacristy at St Mary’s (not the Confessional). 
Please be guided by the stewards 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptism. 

Please refer to the website for further information 

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY SHEET etc 
This week’s “Look” leaflet for your children can be found 
HERE and the “Lord’s Day at Home” sheet to accompany 
Sunday’s online Mass can be viewed and downloaded HERE. 

URGENT PRO-LIFE REQUEST 
from the Bishops of England and Wales 

Catholics in England and Wales are urged to write to their 
MP requesting they vote against an amendment to the  
Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Bill that could see 
abortion on demand, for any reason, up to birth. 
Right to Life, a charity that defends the right to life of every 
human being from conception to natural death, has an 
online submission form that finds your local MP and  
provides a template letter, that you can edit, to make your 
views known. Simply copy or click the link below: 
https://righttolife.org.uk/stopabortionuptobirth 

St MARY’S “PHASE 1” RENOVATIONS 
We are delighted to be able to announce that plans for the 
major restoration work have now gone out to tender, with 
bids to be submitted by 23rd July—our Finance Committee 
will then be convened to make final decisions and we look 
forward to works commencing in the foreseeable future. 

COLLECTIONS 
Last week’s collection totalled £482.55. Thank you.  

CYCLE of PRAYER 
This week we pray, throughout the Diocese,  
for the parish of the Good Samaritan, Burnley, together 
with their parish priest, Fr David Featherstone, Fr Damien 
Louden and Fr Emmanuel Ugwuoke, CM. We pray for the 
Blessed Trinity High School and for their three parish  
primary schools. We pray for the Franciscan Missionaries 
of St Joseph and for the Burnley General Hospital. 
Let us pray that they may know the power of God,  
especially in human weakness.  

St Mary’s RC Church 
Oxford Street 
Eccles 
M30 0LU 

Calendar for This Week—Church Opening in Red 
        Saturday 3rd July: 6.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Vigil Mass for Sunday) (Livestreamed) 

Sunday 4th:           9.30am Mass at St Mary’s    
   11.15am Mass at Holy Cross 

               Monday 5th:  10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) 
Tuesday 6th:  10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) 

(Sacramental Programme Mass) Wednesday 7th: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross with Schoolchildren and First Holy Communions (Livestreamed) 
       7.00pm Hope in the Future Committee Meeting by Zoom 

    Thursday 8th: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) 
Friday 9th:  7.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) following a Holy Hour from 6.00pm  

    Saturday 10th: 12 noon Mass at St Mary’s following a Holy Hour from 11.00am  
6.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Vigil Mass for Sunday) (Livestreamed) 

This Mass will continue to be available on the Sunday Mass page of our website on Sunday and throughout the week, and on 
our Facebook Page. At 6pm (only) it can also be viewed on our YouTube channel. 

ECO THOUGHT for the WEEK 
Each week the Eucharistic Prayer begins with one of a  
number of Prefaces. In Ordinary Time one such Preface 
prays: “You have laid the foundations of the world and have 
arranged the changing of times and seasons; You formed 
man in your own image and set humanity over the whole 
world in all its wonder, to rule in your name over all you 
have made and for ever praise you in your mighty works, 
through Christ our Lord.” 
How have succeeding generations exercised that ‘rule’ over 
all creation? How will we do so?  
These ongoing reflections are provided by the diocesan  
Department for Formation for each Sunday. 

https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/documents/Look04July2021ps.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/76e219dab8653b775ba8aac4c/files/7ede1be2-405c-1880-8436-8ec32c98f570/LDAH_Ordinary_14B0_29062021.pdf
https://righttolife.org.uk/stopabortionuptobirth
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/live/last-sunday-s-mass
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRbsD6B1cg7beD8NWwaCOLg

