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REOPENING of CHURCHES and PUBLIC MASSES 

A ll the church opening times for prayer in the diocese can 
be found HERE as more churches receive approval to 

move forward.  

St Mary’s Church is now ready for limited opening, and we 
will be opening for public Sunday Masses here on 26th July 
at 9.30am and 11.30am. 

This week at Holy Cross, we propose to open our Masses to 
the public each day from Monday-Friday. Monday to  
Thursday will continue at its current time of 10.00am, but 
on Friday we will move to 7.00pm, with a Holy Hour before 
the Blessed Sacrament from 6.00pm. Next weekend on Sat-
urday 25th July we be opening the 5pm Vigil Mass to the 
public. This 5pm Mass will continue to be livestreamed, with 
the higher quality recorded/captioned version available 
from 9am Sunday morning. Links are available in the  
Calendar—see next page. Private prayer opening times will 
be different this week—please find details in the calendar. 

As our main congregation is currently online,  we will continue 
to stream Masses each day from Holy Cross. (We cannot 
broadcast from St Mary’s, as there is no internet there). 

DARNEL IN THE WHEAT 

I n today’s Gospel, Jesus continues to speak to the people in 
parables. They hear stories of growth—wheat in the field, the 

mustard tree from a tiny seed, the yeast in the batch of 
bread—and are reminded of the growth of the God’s Kingdom. 
But that growth is never plain-sailing, so Jesus adds the darnel, 
the weed which grows alongside and threatens the harvest. 
The image is real, because as human beings we are endowed 
with free-will. We have the power to choose or to reject the 
Gospel, to build up or to attack the Kingdom and, if our free-
will is to be respected, we cannot expect God simply to take 
away the destructive elements. The darnel is allowed to 
grow alongside the wheat until harvest. In the story it will 
strengthen the good wheat as it struggles to survive—yet the 
symbolism goes deeper. Add free-will, and we can choose, 
day by day, to join the wheat or the darnel. However weak 
we may be, God will not give up on us (as the farm-hands 
would, pulling out the weeds at the first sight of trouble), but 
rather we are given time to grow, to learn and to change. 
The final part of the message may sound harsh. The weeds 
are taken away and burnt, as the harvest is carefully  
gathered. But the harshness portrays a real simplicity in its 
message. Don’t be like weeds in the field of God’s Kingdom. 
Live lives of love, of forgiveness and reconciliation, of care 
for the less fortunate, and then we have no need to fear. 
For now, as we look around and behold the godless, let us 
learn less to condemn, but more to treasure the love of God 
in our midst which has been shown forth in so many ways in 
so many people in this time of pandemic. If we feel un-
certain, let us remember Christ's own human uncertainty on 
the cross: "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" 
And for now, let is wait patiently and play our part, as best 
we can, in the building up of the Kingdom of Heaven.  

VOLUNTEER STEWARDS/READERS/MINISTERS 
Any further volunteers who would be willing to undergo 
training would be greatly appreciated. Thank you to all 
those parishioners who are already fulfilling this essential 
role, without which we would not be able to open at all. For 
safeguarding reasons, all stewards must be over 18. 

HOPE IN THE FUTURE VIRTUAL MEETING 
Committee members please contact Fr Martin for an email 
link to a short “Hope in the Future” meeting by Zoom on Tues-
day evening at 6.30pm. We realise not everyone will be able 
to attend, but it will be a good opportunity for those who 
can to be updated on what is happening, why it is this way, 
how people can help and what you would like to see next. 

PARISH COMMUNICATIONS 
As you will be aware, most of our communications at present 
are carried out online via our Email Updates, the parish web-
site, this online newsletter, and via posts on our Facebook 
page. We will still, of course, maintain contact with anyone 
who wishes by phone—just let Fr Martin know. Please be 
aware, however, that for medical reasons Fr Martin is not 
available for face-to-face discussion after any of the public 
Masses. Please email or phone instead—but check the web-
site first as most of your questions may well be answered 
there. Please check especially the Coronavirus Tab which is 
regularly updated. Thank you for your understanding. 

PRAYER REQUESTS                                   
Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 

The sick: Tara, Mary, Carole, Phil, Carol, Sarah, John, Vincent 
de Paul, Alan and Mary, Molly, Brenda, Anne, Patrick (age 7), 
David, Peter, Kevin, Helen, Lynn, Pam and Derek, Pauline, 
Shannon, John, Chris, Ann, Patrick, Sister Jenny, Clifford, Mrs 
Wood, Frances, Marian, Bridget, Iris, Pauline, Sharon, Fr 
Mullin, John, Joan, Paul, Peter, Maureen, Pat, Patrick, David, 
Sister Maureen, Yvonne, Terry, Betty, Betty, Kathleen, Colette, 
Stanley, Win, Catherine, James, Alan, Betty, Evelyn, Elizabeth, 
Anne, Mary, Joan, Amanda, Pat, Billy, David, Evie, Mary, Cha-
mari, Sheila, Monica, Clare, John, Eileen, Kathleen, Joyce, Mar-
garet, Christine, Jean, Margaret, Deborah, Patrick, Fr Connelly, 
Jean, Vincent, Maureen, Eleanor, Margaret, Robert, Ken, Cato-
rina, Michaela, Tony, Bernard, Elaine, Ellen, Glenes, Sheila, 
Caroline, Lynne, Joe, Jackie, Gemma, Sheila, Martin, Joanne, 
John, Joan, Janice, Bill, John, Kenneth, Vera, Lilly, Gerald, May, 
Louise, Matthew, Evelyn, Margaret, Anthony, Debbie, Mary, 
Peter, Theresa, Sylvia, Maureen, Johnny, Robin and Steven, 
Sister Alphonsus, Sister Regina, Nijole, Ken, Stephen, Arthur, 
Kevin. 

Lately Dead: Frances Hamilton, Rupert Neil, Jimmy Evans, Mi-
chael Flynn, Bill Stone, Joe Grindrod, Lucy Chukwu. 

Anniversaries: Brian Slater, Pat Cusack, John Potter, Barbara 
Banks, Albert Yates, Bernard Crowley. 

Remembrance: Mary and Frank Smith (74th Wedding anniver-
sary remembrance), John Potter, Thomas Scanlon, Felix 
McLernon, John McGuinness Snr, Williams family. 

We also pray: for an end to racism in all its forms, for our 
schools and all our families as the summer holidays begin. We 
pray for world leaders, for God’s guidance and support 
throughout the Covid-19 crisis and for all those suffering from 
the disease, for Sr Annie and her projects in Syria, (Fr Martin 
has contacted Sr Annie and is awaiting her reply), in thanksgiv-
ing, for the housebound and those in hospital, nursing and 
residential homes, for NHS and Care Home workers and for a 
number of special intentions.  

Services usually held at: Holy Cross, Patricroft and St Mary’s, Eccles 
Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricroft, M30 8QD 

https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/churches-opening-for-private-prayer/
https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/64z5cb20Ld1Z
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/coronavirus


                               PARISH CONTACT DETAILS  (Please note that email addresses below can NOT be clicked as links) 
Parish Priest:  Fr Martin A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     martin.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 
Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Facebook: @ourparishcommunity 
Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other times 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Halls Hire:  Enquiries after reopening to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839  
 Email:  hall1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 

Stay with us, Lord, on our Journey 

MASS TIMES WHEN WE BEGIN AGAIN 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  6.15pm at Holy Cross 
Sunday Morning:   9.30am at St Mary’s 
    11.00am at Holy Cross 
(usually with Children's Liturgy throughout the academic year) 
Refreshments are normally served after Sunday morning Mass 

at both churches 
Sunday Evening:  6.15pm at St Mary’s 
Weekdays:   See Weekday Calendar below 
Holydays:    As announced beforehand 

Holy Cross RC Church  
370 Liverpool Road  
Patricroft   
M30 8QD   

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Katrina Foster/Tara Higgins/Ged Dale 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Mary’s:     0161 789 4532 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
    Usual times: Friday: 6.30-6.50pm at Holy Cross 

Saturday:  11.00-11.45am at St Mary’s  
and 5.45-6.05pm at Holy Cross 

(again, these are currently suspended) 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptism. 

Please speak to Fr Martin or Sr Jenny when we begin again 

REVERSE SIDE of the NEWSLETTER 
The pre-printed side of the Newsletter, from Redemptorist 
Publications, can be viewed and downloaded HERE and also 
the “Look” leaflet for your children can be found HERE. (All 
copies for the month of July are provided together at these links so 
please scroll down as necessary to find this week, 18th/19th July). 

BAPTISMS 
We are now in the process of contacting families already on 
our lists for Baptism. It may take a week or two to get in 
touch with you all so do, please, bear with us! 

SOME PROTOCOLS for PUBLIC MASS 
You will be asked to remain seated throughout the Mass. 
There will be no singing, there will be no sign of peace, the 
Chalice will not be shared, and all movement will be kept to 
a minimum—all of this is for your safety. When you arrive, 
after cleansing your hands, you will be led by a steward to 
the next available place, filling the church from the front. 
We are sorry but you will not be able to sit in your “usual” 
place. At Communion time, all say “Amen” together as Fr Martin 
raises the Host and then the Chalice at his own Communion, 
then be guided by the stewards. A minister will offer you Holy 
Communion at arm’s length, with no words exchanged. At the 
end of Mass, once again please wait for the steward. Thank 
you for your co-operation, and thank you to all our stewards. 

                  18th/19th July 2020  
This week we pray for: the people of  
the parish of St. Kentigern, Fallowfield and English Martyrs, 
Whalley Range with Canon Michael Cleary, their parish 
priest, for its parish primary school and St. Bede’s College. 

St Mary’s RC Church 
Oxford Street 
Eccles 
M30 0LU 

CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 
We are trying to make initial contact with the families of  
children in Year 6 who would like to register an interest in 
preparing for Confirmation in 2022. Letters have gone out 
through all the deanery’s Catholic primary schools, but for 
those currently completing Year 6 at non-Catholic schools 
the letter and application form can be downloaded HERE. 

SUPPORTING the PARISH and OTHER CHARITIES 
Whilst collection baskets will be available at the doors at the 
end of those Masses which are open to the public, online or 
standing order donations are still the most manageable. For 
those who are able and who wish, donations can be made 
to any parish or to any of the diocesan charities, by following 
this link. Thank you to all those who have already sent in 
envelopes or set up new standing orders—this is greatly  
appreciated. For those who would like to support the  
CAFOD Coronavirus appeal, please visit:  cafod.org.uk/
coronavirusappeal. 

Calendar for This Week 
We will continue to stream all weekday Masses on our Facebook Live page 

Monday: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross open to the public. (No private prayer opening today) 
Tuesday: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross open to the public. Holy Cross Church also open for private prayer from 4.30-6.00pm 

         6.30pm Hope in the Future Committee Meeting by Zoom. (Please contact Fr Martin for a link) 

Wednesday: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross open to the public. (No private prayer opening today) 

Thursday: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross open to the public. Holy Cross Church also open for private prayer from 4.30-6.00pm 
Friday: 7.00pm Mass at Holy Cross open to the public. Holy Cross Church also open for private prayer from 6.00-7.00pm 

Saturday (daytime) We will stream 11.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament followed by 12 noon Mass 
Saturday (evening): 5.00pm Vigil Mass open to the public, also livestreamed with a higher quality video of the recording  
   available on our YouTube channel, and via the “Daily Mass” page of our website from 9.00am Sunday morning. 

Sunday Morning: 9.30am and 11.30am Masses at St Mary’s open to the public. 

https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/documents/SundayMessage_July2020pages.pdf
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/documents/Look_JULY2020.pdf
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/documents/Confirmation%20Y6.pdf
https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/supporting-your-parish-financially/
https://cafod.org.uk/Give/Donate-to-Emergencies/Coronavirus-appeal
https://cafod.org.uk/Give/Donate-to-Emergencies/Coronavirus-appeal
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/live_videos/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRbsD6B1cg7beD8NWwaCOLg
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/sunday-mass

