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SUMMER HOLIDAYS 

S uch an appropriate Gospel reading today, as the schools 
break up for Summer and we enter the long holiday sea-

son after such a difficult year. Last week we heard of the 
disciples being sent out on their first preaching mission, and 
after their hard and successful work Jesus greets their re-
turn by recognising how tired they are, and how much in 
need of a break. So, for them, it is holiday time—they get 
into the boat and sail away to a place of peace and quiet, a 
change of scenery, a chance to reflect in quietness, and 
"recharge their batteries." 
Whatever success the disciples may have achieved through 
their Faith and trust in God—however much their enthusiasm 
might make them want to continue—it is just not humanly pos-
sible to go on too long without a break. They would become 
burnt out, unable to achieve any more, and disheartened. 
But what is a holiday? Today, with the temptation to rush 
out and celebrate “Freedom Monday,” perhaps more than 
ever we need to know when it is time to pause, to go with 
Jesus into a quiet place, and reflect. The need for a break 
takes two forms—the change of scene and the leaving of 

everyday worries behind is important, but the silence 
matters too, when we face up to our worries and allow our-
selves the time to reflect and grow through them. 
Time in solitude and silence is not easy. We try to reflect on 
our thoughts, to make sense of all the confusion that fills our 
minds, but this leaves us vulnerable and uneasy. Silence 
threatens our constant preoccupation, and too easily brings 
to the fore those issues we would rather forget, or at least 
leave aside until later. Yet in so many ways, all that that goes 
on in the hidden places at the back of our minds is precisely 
what impedes us from success in the tasks we undertake, 
and today, forced by the pandemic into new and different 
ways of sharing our lives, these might have brought out the 
challenges—and perhaps the anger too—which we have 
found it so difficult to endure and to control. Against all of 
this, the silence of true prayer brings us to see and to face up 
to our own weakness, to discover in them our need for God, 
and to find healing and peace. 
Time out—holidays from our work, prayer time in our day. 
Let us recognise our need for each of these, and use our 
opportunities wisely. 
But if there is wisdom in taking up opportunities for a break, in 
today's Gospel we are also shown the further wisdom of know-
ing when we are beaten! All the good plans Jesus has for the 
disciples come to nought for the time being, as the crowds find 
where they are heading and get there first. And so, here lies 
another lesson. Recognising our own needs is important—but 
we must also be flexible. Jesus never takes a break from his 
compassion for the crowds, and nor should we allow ourselves 
holidays from love—or recklessness when the lockdown ends. 
Jesus's Gospel plans can be postponed for now, for there is al-
ways time for the Christian to do good.  

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMMES 
Baptisms: These continue each week. Please pray for Rayne 
and George, who were baptised here last week. 
New First Communion Programme: All should now have the 
new “passports”—please keep a record of all the Masses 
your child attends, continuing through the school holidays. 
Whether you are with us in person or online, please be as-
sured that you are all most welcome here!  

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY SHEET etc 
This week’s “Look” leaflet for your children can be found 
HERE and the “Lord’s Day at Home” sheet to accompany 
Sunday’s online Mass can be viewed and downloaded HERE. 

PRAYER REQUESTS                                   
Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 
The sick: Marjorie, Stephen and Christopher, Geoff, Anne, Paul-
ina, Agnes, Alan, Margaret, Edward, Peter, Ann, Paul, Allan, 
Keith, Gwyneth, Joan, Karen, Kenneth, Patrick, Kathleen, Pat, 
Doreen, Helen, Shirley, Bridget, Sara, Tara, Mary, Carole, Phil, 
Carol, Sarah, Alan and Mary, Molly, Anne, Patrick, David, Peter, 
Kevin, Helen, Lynn, Pam and Derek, Pauline, Shannon, John, 
Chris, Ann, Patrick, Clifford, Mrs Wood, Frances, Marian, Brid-
get, Iris, Pauline, Sharon, Fr Mullin, John, Joan, Paul, Peter, 
Maureen, Pat, Patrick, David, Sister Maureen, Yvonne, Terry, 
Betty, Betty, Kathleen, Colette, Stanley, Win, Catherine, James, 
Alan, Betty, Evelyn, Elizabeth, Anne, Mary, Joan, Amanda, Pat, 
Billy, David, Evie, Mary, Chamari, Sheila, Monica, Clare, John, 
Eileen, Kathleen, Joyce, Margaret, Christine, Jean, Margaret, 
Deborah, Patrick, Fr Connelly, Jean, Vincent, Maureen, Eleanor, 
Margaret, Robert, Ken, Catorina, Michaela, Tony, Elaine, Ellen, 
Glenes, Sheila, Caroline, Lynne, Joe, Jackie, Gemma, Sheila, 
Martin, Joanne, John, Joan, Janice, Bill, John, Kenneth, Vera, 
Lilly, Gerald, May, Louise, Matthew, Evelyn, Margaret, Anthony, 
Debbie, Mary, Peter, Theresa, Sylvia, Maureen, Johnny, Robin 
and Steven, Sister Regina, Nicola, Paul, Nijole, Ken, Stephen, 
Mildred, Sheila. 
Lately Dead: Lisa Cooke, Teresa Martinez, Michael Deegan 
(former headteacher at St Patrick’s school), Kevin Maddox, Vio-
let Lynott, Carole Hogan, Joan Hamilton (mother of our 
headteacher at St Mary’s school), Sarah Greenhalgh, Anna-May 
McNulty, Thomas Yates, Sr Moira Geary FMSJ, Vincent O’Brien, 
Peter Connor, Vincent de Paul O’Regan, Lily McNamara. 
Anniversaries: Brian Slater, Brenda Boardman (Birthday Anni-
versary), Fred Arden, Neville Pitchford, Barbara Banks, William 
Sheridan, Pat Cusack, Felix McLernon, Paula McLernon Wilson, 
John Callery, Albert Yates, Sue Woodcock (birthday anniver-
sary). 
We also pray: for the Syro-Malabar community, for peace in 
the Holy Land, in Ireland and throughout the world, and for an 
end to racism in all its forms. We pray for each of our schools, 
and for our Sacramental programme families. We pray for all 
world leaders, for God’s guidance and support throughout the 
Covid-19 crisis and for all those suffering from the disease, for 
the housebound and those in hospital, nursing and residential 
homes, for NHS and Care Home workers and for a number of 
special intentions.  

Services usually held at: Holy Cross, Patricroft and St Mary’s, Eccles 
Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricroft, M30 8QD 

CHILDREN’S CLUBS at St MARY’S PARISH HALL 
Treehouse St Mary’s 

St Mary’s Hall Oxford St Eccles M30 0LU  
• We offer Before and After School Care for the families 

of St Mary’s RC Primary Hemming Drive Eccles 
• We offer Holiday Care in St Mary’s Church Hall Oxford 

St Eccles (open to children from any school in the  
parish) 

• In September we are opening Our Pre-School Group at 
St Mary’s Hall Oxford St Eccles (again open to all) 

If you would like more details please contact: 
Louise Irvine  

St Mary's Treehouse  
Email : Treehousestmarys@outlook.com  

Mobile 07538 801 721 

https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/documents/Look18July2021ps.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/76e219dab8653b775ba8aac4c/files/753438c9-fbb6-d40f-4f25-a5f5c2e2e325/LDAH_Ordinary_16B.pdf


                               PARISH CONTACT DETAILS  (Please note that email addresses below can NOT be clicked as links) 
Parish Priest:  Fr Martin A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     martin.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 
Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Facebook: @ourparishcommunity 
Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other times 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Halls Hire:  Enquiries to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839  
 Email:  hall1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 

Stay with us, Lord, on our Journey 

CURRENT SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  6.00pm at Holy Cross 
Sunday Morning:   9.30am at St Mary’s 
    11.15am at Holy Cross 

Children’s Liturgies are currently suspended 
Refreshments after Masses are also currently suspended 

Weekdays:   See Calendar below 
Holydays:    As announced beforehand 

Holy Cross RC Church  
370 Liverpool Road  
Patricroft   
M30 8QD   

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Tara Higgins/Ged Dale 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Mary’s:     0161 789 4532 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Confessions now available from 11.10-11.45am on Saturdays 

in the Sacristy at St Mary’s (not the Confessional). 
Please be guided by the stewards 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptism. 

Please refer to the website for further information 

EMERGING FROM LOCKDOWN 
As indicated in last week’s newsletter, representatives of 
the Bishops’ Conference have now met with Public Health 
England and produced detailed guidance for the way for-
ward, which diocesan bishops are now sharing with parishes 
with reference to the local conditions in their dioceses. Bish-
op John is very conscious of the high infection rates across 
much of the Salford Diocese, and advises us to take the 
most cautious approach proposed within the guidance. You 
will therefore be seeing only small changes for the time be-
ing, and we continue to recognise that some people will not 
feel safe coming back to church just yet—these people we 
continue to welcome in our online celebrations which will 
be ongoing. It is the hope of the bishops that a full return of 
the Faithful to church and to full celebration of the Eucharist 
might be possible from the First Sunday of Advent (28th No-
vember), but this will of course be determined by circum-
stances when that time comes. 

A NOTE ON VACCINATION 
Bishop John is urging all adults, who are able to do so, to be 
vaccinated. Pope Francis has reminded people of the duty to 
be vaccinated if they are able. The Church is clear that all 
Catholics can take any of the vaccines on offer with a clear 
conscience. Even if you are at a low risk of becoming seri-
ously ill, being vaccinated will lower the risk of transmitting 
the virus to somebody else who might then have a severe 
reaction or even die. It is particularly important that those in 
our parishes, clergy and lay-people who visit those who are 
housebound or otherwise vulnerable are vaccinated.  

CYCLE of PRAYER 
This week we pray, throughout the Diocese,  
for the parish of Christ the Redeemer, Bolton, its  
parishioners and Fr Morrough O’Brien, their parish priest 
and Rural Dean. We pray for their three parish primary 
schools. May the Lord raise up shepherds from amongst 
them to serve the People of God, as priests, deacons and 
lay disciples.  

St Mary’s RC Church 
Oxford Street 
Eccles 
M30 0LU 

Calendar for This Week—Church Opening in Red 
        Saturday 17th July: 6.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Vigil Mass for Sunday) (Livestreamed) 

Sunday 18th:           9.30am Mass at St Mary’s    
   11.15am Mass at Holy Cross 

               Monday 19th: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) 
Tuesday 20th: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) 

    Wednesday 21st: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) 
    Thursday 22nd: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) 
    Friday 23rd:  7.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) following a Holy Hour from 6.00pm  
    Saturday 24th: 12 noon Mass at St Mary’s following a Holy Hour from 11.00am  

6.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Vigil Mass for Sunday) (Livestreamed) 
This Mass will continue to be available on the Sunday Mass page of our website on Sunday and throughout the week, and on 
our Facebook Page. At 6pm (only) it can also be viewed on our YouTube channel. 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
...to Kinga and Kryzstof, married at Holy Cross on Saturday. 

COLLECTIONS 
Last week’s collection totalled £628.18. Also, in the month of June, 
£1,214 was donated by Standing Order, £121 by web donations 
and £365 via the contactless device at holy Cross. Thank you. 

ANOTHER APPEAL FOR CLEANERS 
Once again we are seeking more volunteer cleaners for Holy 
Cross church, asking for a commitment of 2 hours per month. 
Please contact Marie in the parish office. Thank you! 

ECO THOUGHT for the WEEK 
In today’s Gospel, Jesus took the apostles to a lonely place 
to rest for a while. 
Might we find time and space in these weeks to rest for a 
while and enjoy the beauty of God’s gift of creation?  
These ongoing reflections are provided by the diocesan  
Department for Formation for each Sunday. 

https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/live/last-sunday-s-mass
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRbsD6B1cg7beD8NWwaCOLg

