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Reflec�ng on our Priori�es 

W e are all familiar with the story in today's Gospel, as 
we hear of Jesus visi#ng Martha and Mary in their 

home. Martha is so busy “wai#ng on,” and Mary seems to 
be doing nothing, just si)ng with Our Lord and listening to 
him speak. Martha's complaint – like the one we so o.en 
make ourselves – is that Mary should be helping, "doing her 
bit" and not leaving all the work to everyone else. 

But the problem Martha faces is like our own in many other 
ways too. Why was she so busy in the first place, stuck in 
the kitchen doing all the serving? Has Jesus asked for it? 
Does he expect it? Is it not, perhaps, that she has her own 
image of what is expected of her, her own standards to live 

up to, her own agenda to serve, lest her hospitality be called 
into ques#on? Has she not simply set up her own rules, with 
which to judge both herself and Mary – and anyone else 
who does not play their part too? And then, do we not 
some#mes find ourselves doing the very same thing? 

The reality of the situa#on is that Jesus has brought to that 
household great gi.s of support, encouragement and guid-
ance – and all he asks in return is that the two sisters spend 
#me and listen, which is just what Mary is doing. But Mar-
tha has not no#ced. She is just too busy, serving that careful 
agenda she has devised for herself – albeit an agenda born 
out of love and kindness. 

For us today, both priest and laity, we are always challenged 
to find that balance between the ways of Martha and of 
Mary who are each, let us not forget, great saints. It is the 
balance between prayer and ac#on, where life can be so 
busy and yet none of it has las#ng meaning unless it is root-
ed in prayer. So, once in a while, let us all be ready to step 
back from "the way we’ve always done it" – the way we’ve 
set for ourselves. Let us be ready to admit that one who does 
things a different way than us might not have got it wrong 
a.er all. And let’s not be so busy that we cannot see the 
gi.s God places right under our noses! A.er all, it's the holi-
day season, and holidays – like Sabbaths – were made for 
us. A step back from our busy schedule might reveal to us a 
be?er way, in prayer, that gives us #me to listen and learn 
from Jesus, who is s#ll in our midst today. Then, like Martha, 
we can pick up our duty of service again, but revitalised now 
by the example of Mary.  

Fr SOPHRONIUS 
For the next three weeks, Fr Sophronius will be at the Hid-
den Gem in Manchester to enable Mgr Kay to get away on 
holiday. He will join us again later in August, and will hope-
fully have the opportunity to say a few words about the 
ways in which the money collected for him at Holy Cross and 
St Matthew’s churches over the years has helped, particular-
ly in support of young people’s education back in Uganda. 
We will hold a retiring collection for him before he returns 
home, and will transfer the box which had been at St Mat-
thew’s to St Mary’s church instead. Thank you for all the 
support you give to his work – it is very much appreciated. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

OFFERTORY 
Collec�on: 6th/7th July:    See print version 
  13th/14th July:  See print version 
  SVP:    See print version 
  Apostleship of the Sea: See print version 
  Summer Fair:  See print version 
            Thank you 

RETIRING COLLECTIONS 
No re�ring collec�on this week or next 

• New to one of the parishes? 
• Know someone who is sick or in hospital? 
• Like a visit from the priest? 
• Think the parish may be able to help you, or you us, in any way? 
 Please speak to Fr Mar#n, a.er Mass or at any convenient #me 

Please keep the following people kindly in your pray-
ers: 

The sick: Betty, Mr George, Kathleen, Colette, Stanley, 
Patricia, Marion, Adam, Jake, Sue, Betty, Sylvie, Patricia, 
Yves, Win, Joy, Tricia, Barry, Marie, Catherine, James, 
Alan, Betty, Evelyn, Elizabeth, Elizabeth, Anne, Mary, 
Elizabeth, Joan, Amanda, Pat, Eunice, Billy, David, Evie, 
Mary, Chamari, Sheila, Monica, Joan, Clare, John, Eileen, 
Kathleen, Joyce, Margaret, Christine, Jean, Margaret, 
Deborah, Patrick, Sister Olivia, Fr Connelly, Jean, Vin-
cent, Maureen, Eleanor, Margaret, Robert, Ken, Catori-
na, Michaela, Tony, Bernard, Elaine, Ellen, Alec, Glenes, 
Sheila, Caroline, Lynne, Joe, Jackie, Gemma, Sheila, Mar-
tin, Joanne, John, Joan, Janice, Bill, Marie, John, Ken-
neth, Vera, Lilly, Gerald, May, Louise, Peggy, Matthew, 
Evelyn, Margaret, Anthony, Debbie, Mary, Peter, There-
sa, Sylvia, Maureen, Johnny, Robin and Steven, Sister 
Alphonsus, Sister Regina, Nijole, Josie, Stephen, David, 
Bernard, Jack and Joan, Kevin. 

Lately Dead: Barbara Stafford, Eileen White, David 
Brown, Margaret Barron, Paul Welby, Baby Myles Peter 
Walmsley, Anthony Bailey, Seamus Handley, Marjorie 
Dixon, Brian Morrissey, John Paul Ward, Joan Duggan 
(née Billington), Thomas Finnigan. 

Anniversaries: Patricia Mather, Joe d’Souza, Maureen 
Duffy, Mary Kelly, Edward Kelly, Brian Slater, Pat Cu-
sack, William Sheridan, Barbara Banks. 

Remembrance: Ethel, Francis and Joseph, Williams 
Family. 

We also pray: for Revv Robert Hayes and Damien 
Louden, ordained to the priesthood on Saturday (20th 
July), Fr Mar#n (Silver Jubilee), for Ellen (86th birthday 
wishes), world peace, in thanksgiving, for the people of 
Southern Cameroon, for Bishop John and the restruc-
turing of our diocese, for the housebound and those in 
hospital, nursing and residen#al homes, and for a num-
ber of special inten#ons. 

Services held at: Holy Cross, Patricro. and St Mary’s, Eccles 

Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricro., M30 8QD 



PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 
Parish Priest:  Fr Mar#n A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     mar#n.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 

Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other #mes 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Halls Hire:  Enquiries to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839 
 New Email: hall1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
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MASS TIMES 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  6.15pm at Holy Cross 
Sunday Morning:   9.30am at St Mary’s 
    11.00am at Holy Cross 

(with Children's Liturgy throughout the academic year) 
Refreshments served after morning Mass at Holy Cross 

and as announced at St Mary’s 
Sunday Evening:  6.15pm at St Mary’s 
Weekdays:   See Weekday Calendar below 
Holydays:    As announced beforehand 

Holy Cross RC Church  
Liverpool Road  
Patricro.   
M30 8QD   

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Katrina Foster/Tara Higgins/Ged Dale 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Mary’s:     0161 789 4532 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
    Usual #mes: Friday: 6.30-6.50pm at Holy Cross 

Saturday:  11.00-11.50am at St Mary’s  
and 5.45-6.05pm at Holy Cross 

(or at any reasonable time on request) 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptism. 

Please speak to Fr Martin or Sr Jenny after Mass 

PRAYER INTENTIONS FOR LOURDES 
Anne-Marie (from Holy Cross) will be travelling to Lourdes 
on Thursday of this week, and will be happy to take your 
prayer inten#ons with her. Please simply place them in an 
envelope to give to her. Thank you. 

FIRST COMMUNION CERTIFICATES 
First Communion Certificates can still be presented at any 
Saturday evening or Sunday Mass – just let Fr Martin know 
before Mass starts so that the appropriate certificate can be 
brought in. (Certificates are held at Holy Cross, so if you 
would like the presentation to take place at St Mary’s, please 
leave a message the day before so that it can be transferred). 

FIRST COMMUNION GROUP PHOTOS 
Orders will begin to be made available next weekend. 

SUMMER FAIR 
Thank you to all those who supported the Summer Fair in 
any way. Your efforts raised £964.64 for church funds, at a 
#me when we will be facing some large expenses at St 
Mary’s to preserve this beau#ful church for future genera-
#ons. Your support is greatly appreciated. 

St MARY’S 500 CLUB 
The 500 Club’s “new year” has now started. Please see Fran to 
collect your cards. Also, we need new members! Please speak 
to Fran if you would be interested in joining this simple fund-
raising venture in support of your parish. 

                       20th/21st July 2019  
This weekend we pray for:     

the people of the parish of St. Patrick, Collyhurst, for Fr. 
James Clarke, their parish priest, and for their parish pri-
mary schools.  We pray for St. Joseph’s Mission to the 
Deaf, the Sisters of Evron, the Presenta#on Sisters and 
the Missionaries of Charity Brothers.  

St Mary’s RC Church 
Oxford Street 
Eccles 
M30 0LU 

                                                                                                                                                            Weekday Calendar Weekday Calendar Weekday Calendar Weekday Calendar (Week beginning Monday 22nd July) 

Monday:   9.00am Morning Prayer at Holy Cross followed by 9.15am Eucharis�c Service 

Tuesday:  10.00am Mothers’ Prayers—Women’s prayer group, in the parish mee#ng room at Holy Cross 
   12 noon Mass at St Mary’s 

   7.00pm Choir prac#ce at Holy Cross Church 
Wednesday:  8.45am Exposi�on of the Blessed Sacrament at Holy Cross Church followed by 9.15am Mass 
   1.15pm Funeral Service at Holy Cross for the late Eileen White. May she rest in peace 
Thursday:  12 noon Mass at St Mary’s — ”Month’s Mind” for the late Denis O’Kelly 
   7.00pm Hope in the Future Group mee#ng, in the parish mee#ng room at Holy Cross 

Friday:  6.30pm Exposi�on of the Blessed Sacrament at Holy Cross followed by 7pm Mass and Divine Mercy 
 11.00am Exposi�on of the Blessed Sacrament at St. Mary’s followed by 12 noon Mass and Novena.

A NOTE FROM Fr MARTIN 
This is deliberately added as a footnote at the end of an otherwise 
“normal” newsletter. After all, we are here at Sunday Mass to 
praise and worship God, and anything else is of secondary im-
portance. Thank you to all our guests who have come along to 
celebrate my Silver Jubilee with the parish today. And thank you 
to all those who have contributed to today’s Mass – the flower 
ladies and cleaners who have prepared and decorated the church, 
the musicians, altar servers, readers, Eucharistic Ministers and 
procession of gifts, the welcomers and apparitors, those who have 
prepared the hall for the celebrations afterwards and so many 
others who work behind the scenes. Your kindness and hard work 
is greatly appreciated. Thank you also to my family and friends, to 
the community of this parish of St John Paul II (and our schools), 
to the people of the former parish of Holy Cross, St Matthew and 
St Gilbert, the people of Holy Family in Rochdale, the people of 
the former Inner City Team Parish in Moss Side and Hulme, the 
people of St Joseph’s, Reddish – all of you have been such an im-
portant part of my life and my priesthood, and these past 25 years 
have been a joy and a true privilege. Please pray that more people 
may respond to the call of God to both priesthood and religious 
life – they will surely reap rewards beyond all of their dreams. 


