
CATHOLIC PARISH OF HOLY CROSS, 

ST MATTHEW AND ST GILBERT, ECCLES 

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
YEAR B  Morning Prayer Week 1 

Services held at: Holy Cross, Patricro  and St Ma!hew’s, Winton 

Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricro , M30 8QD 

FEEDING THE MULTITUDES 

T he crowds have followed Jesus and his disciples like 
sheep without a shepherd, eager to listen to his words 

and to learn from him. But there must come a point where 
their physical need for food is just as great as their spiritual 
need, and now Jesus recognises even this as an opportunity 
to teach them. Five barley loaves and two fish, a poor man's 
lunch, are willingly shared by the one who carries them. Je-
sus's response is to get all the crowds to sit down, and the 
disciples to give out the food amongst them. We are not 
told how this is carried out - only that there proves to be 
enough for all five thousand men, and the women and chil-
dren with them. Enough, and to spare, as baskets are filled 
with the scraps le  over. 

The people are amazed by what they have witnessed, and 
plan to take Jesus by force and make him into their king. 
They have had enough of unfair leadership, powerful rulers 
who exercise their power by taking from the poor to build 
their own wealth. Here is one who shows power in other 
ways, who feeds them without charge, and speaks to their 
hearts. 

But their plan is not to be. They have seen Jesus's ac<ons, 
but not perceived the meaning. Out of what seemed like 
nothing he has sa<sfied their every need, not so that they 

might serve him as their king, but rather that they should 
learn from him how to serve one another. Jesus's model of 
leadership is profoundly different from anything they have 
seen before - his power is built upon service, and in that 
service alone is his mission fulfilled. 

One day, Chris<ans would learn the real meaning of this 
message, when they find themselves poor and in need, op-
pressed and spat upon - yet s<ll able from the li!le they 
have to sa<sfy the needs of others and to find fulfilment and 
happiness in their own lives. And this is what we are called 
to do and to be as Chris<ans today. In our rela<ve poverty 
we are never too poor to share. In our weakness we are 
never too weak to lend a hand. In our helplessness God's 
Spirit within us always gives us the means to offer healing 
and help to another - all we need to do is make the first 
step. (Think, if the boy in the Gospel had refused to share, 
no-one would have been fed!) 

And is any of this really so strange a truth to grasp? How 
o en do carers, hospital visitors and Eucharis<c Ministers 
speak of geDng far more from those they serve that they 
could ever give? How o en when we tell of our work being 
"rewarding" do we speak of something far more precious 
than money? The people we serve are truly "Christ" to us, 
helping us to grow in our humanity from the li!le they 
would appear to have. These are the ones who feed the five 
thousand today. Let us never be too proud to recognise in 
our own weaknesses the opportunity to enrich our neigh-
bour in love.  

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION CERTIFICATES 
...are s<ll available for presenta<on at Mass to those who 
have been away. Just let Fr Mar<n know you are there be-
fore Mass starts. 

The photograph of each group, taken at the end of the First 
Communion Masses, is available and can be viewed and or-
dered at the back of church at £2.00 for the A4 size or £1.00 
for a smaller 7x5” print. Please speak to Fr Mar<n. Orders 
placed so far are all available for collec<on. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

READERS THIS WEEKEND 
6.30pm:   Lucy-Jo, Mike 
9.00am:  Please log in or see list in church  
10.30am:  Paul, Ashlan 

OFFERTORY 
Collec-on: 7th/8th July   See print version 
  14th/15th July  See print version 
  21st/22nd July  See print version 
  Fr Bashabora Bring and Buy: £ 750.00  

RETIRING COLLECTIONS 
This week: Apostleship of the Sea (deferred from 3 weeks ago) 
Next week: SVP monthly collec<on 

• New to the parish? 
• Know someone who is sick or in hospital? 
• Like a visit from the priest? 
• Think the parish may be able to help you, or you us, in any way? 
 Please speak to Fr Mar<n, a er Mass or at any convenient <me 

Please keep the following people kindly in your pray-
ers: 

The sick: Fleur, Ellen, Alec, Glenes, Mary, Stephen, 
Sheila, Sr Cecily, Caroline, Lynne, Joe, David, Angela, 
Jackie, Christopher and Clifford, Mary, Gemma, Rosa, 
John, Sheila, Martin, Joanne, Desmond, John, Joan, 
Janice, Bill, Harvey, Marie, John, Martin, Kenneth, 
Vera, Lilly, Dennis and Gerald, May, Louise, Peggy, 
Matthew, Evelyn, Margaret, Anthony, Debbie, Mary, 
Peter, Theresa, Sylvia, Martin, Elaine, Mavis, 
Maureen, Johnny, Robin and Steven, Vanessa, Lynd-
say, Stephen, Bernard, Jack and Joan, Kevin. 

Lately Dead: Barbara Banks, Annette Bradley, Colin 
Ballantyne, Maureen Jackson, Eric McAvoy, Freda 
Jones. 

Anniversaries: Thomas Roddy, Christopher and Agnes 
Murray, Helen Shannon, Paddy Ward, Edward Kelly, 
Maureen Duffy, Marie Payne, Pat Cusack, Brian Slat-
er, Christine Galligan, Stuart Murphy. 

Remembrance: Maureen Duffy, Mary Kelly, William 
and Lilian Hindley. 

We also pray: in thanksgiving, for all families away on 
holiday, for world peace, for the people of Southern 
Cameroon, for Bishop John and the restructuring of 
our diocese, for the housebound and those in hospi-
tal, nursing and residential homes, and for a  number 
of special intentions. 



PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 
Parish Priest:  Fr Mar<n A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     mar<n.collins @ dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 

Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @ ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other <mes 
 Email:     srjenny @ ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Community Hall:  Enquiries to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
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MASS TIMES 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  6.30pm at Holy Cross 

Sunday Morning:   9.00am at St Ma!hew’s 
    10.30am at Holy Cross 

(with Children's Liturgy throughout the academic year) 

Tea and Coffee are served after both morning Masses 

Weekdays:   See Weekday Calendar below 

Holydays:    10.00am at Holy Cross 
    7.00pm at St Ma!hew’s 

Holy Cross RC Church   St Ma9hew’s RC Church 
Liverpool Road    Worsley Road 
Patricro      Winton 
Eccles      Eccles 
M30 8QD     M30 8BL 

Parish Safeguarding Reps:   Katrina Foster/Tara Higgins 
            Email: safeguarding @ ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300  

          WEEKDAY CALENDAR (Week beginning Monday 30th July) 

Monday:   9.00am Morning Prayer at Holy Cross followed by 9.15am Mass 
Tuesday:   9.00am Morning Prayer at St Ma9hew’s followed by 9.15am Mass 
   10.15am – 12.30pm KniDng Club at St Ma!hew’s 
Wednesday:  10.30am Funeral Mass at Holy Cross for the late Anne!e Bradley. May she rest in peace. 
Thursday:   12 noon Funeral Mass at Holy Cross for the late Barbara Banks. May she rest in peace. 
   2.00pm Prayer Mee<ng at St Gilbert’s Presbytery. All welcome 
Friday:   6.30pm Exposi-on of the Blessed Sacrament at Holy Cross followed by 7pm Mass and Divine Mercy 
Saturday (day): 11.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at St Matthew’s followed by 12 noon Mass and Novena

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Friday: 6.30-6.50pm at Holy Cross 

Saturday:  11.00-11.50am at St Ma!hew’s and 
6.00-6.20pm at Holy Cross 

(or at any reasonable time on request) 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptisms. 

Please speak to Fr Martin or Sr Jenny after Mass 

BRING AND BUY FOR Fr BASHABORA 
Sincere thanks to all our parishioners. Your wonderful sup-
port for the Bring and Buy has helped raise £750. Special 
thanks to those who brought cakes and goods to sell and 
aided in any way. Your response once again has been over-
whelming. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
May God bless Esme, Isaac and Bella who were bap<sed at 
Holy Cross last Sunday, 22nd July. We also ask for God’s 
blessings on Rachael and Michael, married here at Holy 
Cross yesterday (Saturday). 

ANNUAL REQUIEM MASS 
...at St Mary’s Cemetery, Wardley. This will take place on 
Bank Holiday Monday at 11.00am. See poster for details. 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
• Sunday 14th October, 5-8pm. Charity show for Francis 

House by Jimmy Cricket at Holy Cross Community Hall. 
Tickets £10 including refreshments. 

• Saturday 17th November, 7-11pm, concert with 
“Pon<ac” at Patricro  Conserva<ve Club in support of 
the running of our parish minibus. (Our thanks to the 
Royal Antediluvian Order of Buffaloes). 

• Thursday 16th December, 12noon-3pm, Christmas Din-
ner at Boysnope Restaurant (now “The Clubhouse”). 
Tickets £16 (as last year). More details at a later date. 

ANNUAL ROSARY AND HYMNS 
This annual event at Pla! Fields, Manchester with gospel 
singer Tom McCourt will take place on Saturday 8th Sep-
tember at 3.00pm. Free ice cream! For further details, 
please see the no<ce at the back of church. 

              28th/29th July 2018   
As a diocese united in prayer, we pray  
for the parishes of: 
• St Joseph’s, Mossley with Fr Lavin  
• St John Southworth, Nelson with Fr Murphy  
• We remember all the young people and staff in their 

schools. 
May the Lord stay with us all  

on our journey. 

YOUTH WALK LAST WEEK 
Congratulations to the eight walkers and a dog who walked the 
Roe Green Loopline last Saturday. (The dog walked the furthest…) 

NEW ALTAR SERVERS 
It’s that <me of year again, when we invite interest from all 
those who have completed the First Communion pro-
gramme and are willing to commit to regular Mass a!end-
ance, to register for training as Altar Servers. Training will 
begin a er the summer. Thank you to those who have al-
ready expressed an interest. (Children are also welcome, of 
course, in our choirs). 

KYLE’S WHEELCHAIR 
As reported over the last few weeks, Kyle relies totally upon his 
wheelchair for mobility, and his current chair is now prone to 
breaking down.  Thank you to those who have placed orders for 
his “Friend to the Stars” (Sept 2018-Dec 2019) Calendar, or who 
have offered donations to help him raise the approx £10,000 he 
needs for a replacement. Orders are now available for collec-
tion (and new orders may still be placed at the Piety shops). 

JOB VACANCY AT ST GILBERT’S SCHOOL 
A Welfare Assistant is sought, 7.5 hours per week, term time 
only, from September. Please contact the school on 5th Sep-
tember for an application form. (Contact details below). 


