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BREAD FROM HEAVEN 

T he crowds are back, after their experience in last week's 
Gospel of Jesus feeding their every need from the  

meagre resources of a poor man's lunch. They had wanted 
to make him king, a king who would not lord it over them 
like other powerful leaders, but they had misunderstood his 
message of service. Now, as they find him again, he makes 
the meaning of the miracle more clear. 
Though the meal had begun with five barley loaves and two 
fish, the unfolding of the story makes it clear that the bread 
held the greater significance. And to the early readers of 
Mark's Gospel, the link with the Eucharist could not be  
escaped. Now, Jesus does not ask the crowds to respect the 
power he has shown in the meal he provided—he asks  
rather for their Faith: Faith in his ability to provide them 
with a different kind of food, that will last forever. 
The people want a sign, like the sign given by Moses in the 
desert. Of old, the Israelites had asked Moses for a sign that 
God still cared about them, as in their hunger they remem-
bered (through rose tinted spectacles!) the slaves' rations 
they had received at the hand of the Egyptians, and thought 
to turn back. God had responded then by providing manna 

in the desert, and Jesus reminds the crowds now that this 
response had not come from Moses but from God. 
Now, Jesus compares himself with that manna in the desert. 
He is the true Bread from Heaven, the one who can provide 
for them—and for us—food that will indeed last forever. 
In spite of his teaching, the crowds still do not understand. 
They see no further than the miracle they have witnessed, 
and imagine Jesus multiplying loaves again and again to give 
them an inexhaustible supply of food. But what he is  
offering now is himself: "He who comes to me will never be 
hungry; he who believes in me will never thirst." 
Can the crowds bring themselves to believe? Can we?  
Whatever hardships there may be to bear, whatever  
sufferings to endure, can we truly recognise Jesus as the one 
who brings all the healing we need? 
In times of comfort, Faith is easy. We can accept the love of 
God without question, and there is no challenge to our  
belief that he is near. We only really experience our need 
for Faith when times are hard, when our minds are racked 
with questions and doubts, and when there is no rational 
way to see the presence of a God of Love in our midst. Can 
we find Faith in the midst of pandemics, wildfires, cata-
strophic storms, earthquakes or persecutions? Such are the 
times when Our Lord's call to receive him as the true Bread 
from Heaven will have the greatest meaning. This is food 
that will last, that will help us persevere, come what may—
remembering his promises and trusting in him to give  
answer in his own way, as he alone knows best. Let us pray 
for this kind of Faith for ourselves, and for the grace to 
share it with our brothers and sisters in their need.  

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMMES 
Baptisms: These continue each week. Please pray for Sebas-
tian and Millie, who were baptised here last week. 
New First Communion Programme: All should now have the 
new “passports”—please keep a record of all the Masses 
your child attends, continuing through the school holidays. 
Whether you are with us in person or online, please be  
assured that you are all most welcome here!  

WORKS at St MARY’S 
The next Property Committee meeting at the Diocese will 
take place in early September, and our restoration hopes 
will be on their agenda. In the meantime, perhaps we can 
simply share the concern that it will be much more costly 
than had been envisaged, and stands to put the parish into 
significant debt. We will keep you informed. 

PRAYER REQUESTS                                   
Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 
The sick: Dominic, Marjorie, Stephen and Christopher, Geoff, Anne, 
Paulina, Agnes, Alan, Margaret, Edward, Peter, Ann, Paul, Allan, 
Keith, Gwyneth, Joan, Karen, Kenneth, Patrick, Kathleen, Pat, 
Doreen, Helen, Shirley, Bridget, Sara, Tara, Mary, Carole, Phil, Carol, 
Sarah, Alan and Mary, Molly, Anne, Patrick, David, Peter, Kevin, Hel-
en, Lynn, Pam and Derek, Pauline, Shannon, John, Chris, Ann, Pat-
rick, Clifford, Mrs Wood, Frances, Marian, Bridget, Iris, Pauline, Sha-
ron, Fr Mullin, John, Joan, Paul, Peter, Maureen, Pat, Patrick, David, 
Sister Maureen, Yvonne, Terry, Betty, Betty, Kathleen, Colette, Stan-
ley, Win, Catherine, James, Alan, Betty, Evelyn, Elizabeth, Anne, 
Mary, Joan, Amanda, Pat, Billy, David, Evie, Mary, Chamari, Sheila, 
Monica, Clare, John, Eileen, Kathleen, Joyce, Margaret, Christine, 
Jean, Margaret, Deborah, Patrick, Fr Connelly, Jean, Vincent, 
Maureen, Eleanor, Margaret, Robert, Ken, Catorina, Michaela, Tony, 
Elaine, Ellen, Glenes, Sheila, Caroline, Lynne, Joe, Jackie, Gemma, 
Sheila, Martin, Joanne, John, Joan, Janice, Bill, John, Kenneth, Vera, 
Lilly, Gerald, May, Louise, Matthew, Evelyn, Margaret, Anthony, 
Debbie, Mary, Peter, Theresa, Sylvia, Maureen, Johnny, Robin and 
Steven, Sister Regina, Nicola, Paul, Nijole, Ken, Stephen, Mildred, 
Sheila. 
Lately Dead: Canon Francis Deeney, Baby Stevie Marie Hansell, Paul 
Carson, Lisa Cooke, Cecelia McDonald, Teresa Martinez, Michael 
Deegan (former headteacher at St Patrick’s school), Kevin Maddox, 
Violet Lynott, Carole Hogan. 
Anniversaries: Thomas Roddy, Marie Payne, Jack Fagan (100th Birth-
day Anniversary), Margaret Mary O’Regan, James O’Regan, Paul 
Maguire, Emmie Crook, Edward Kelly, Maureen Duffy (Birthday An-
niversary), Mary Kelly (Birthday Anniversary), Brian Slater, Brenda 
Boardman (Birthday Anniversary), Fred Arden, Neville Pitchford, 
Barbara Banks, William Sheridan, Pat Cusack. 
Remembrance: Charles, Agnes and Ann Geeney. 
We also pray: for Jennifer (Birthday blessings), for the Syro-Malabar 
community, for world peace, for an end to racism in all its forms. We 
pray for each of our schools, and for our Sacramental programme 
families. We pray for all world leaders, for God’s guidance and sup-
port throughout the Covid-19 crisis and for all those suffering from 
the disease, for the housebound and those in hospital, nursing and 
residential homes, for NHS and Care Home workers and for a num-
ber of special intentions.  

Services usually held at: Holy Cross, Patricroft and St Mary’s, Eccles 
Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricroft, M30 8QD 

CHILDREN’S CLUBS at St MARY’S PARISH HALL 
Treehouse St Mary’s 

St Mary’s Hall Oxford St Eccles M30 0LU  
• We offer Before and After School Care for the families 

of St Mary’s RC Primary Hemming Drive Eccles 
• We offer Holiday Care in St Mary’s Church Hall Oxford 

St Eccles (open to children from any school in the  
parish) 

• In September we are opening Our Pre-School Group at 
St Mary’s Hall Oxford St Eccles (again open to all) 

If you would like more details please contact: 
Louise Irvine  

St Mary's Treehouse  
Email : Treehousestmarys@outlook.com  

Mobile 07538 801 721 



                               PARISH CONTACT DETAILS  (Please note that email addresses below can NOT be clicked as links) 
Parish Priest:  Fr Martin A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     martin.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 
Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Facebook: @ourparishcommunity 
Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other times 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Halls Hire:  Enquiries to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839  
 Email:  hall1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 

Stay with us, Lord, on our Journey 

CURRENT SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  6.00pm at Holy Cross 
Sunday Morning:   9.30am at St Mary’s 
    11.15am at Holy Cross 

Children’s Liturgies are currently suspended 
Refreshments after Masses are also currently suspended 

Weekdays:   See Calendar below 
Holydays:    As announced beforehand 

Holy Cross RC Church  
370 Liverpool Road  
Patricroft   
M30 8QD   

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Tara Higgins/Ged Dale 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Mary’s:     0161 789 4532 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Confessions now available from 11.10-11.45am on Saturdays 

in the Sacristy at St Mary’s (not the Confessional). 
Please be guided by the stewards 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptism. 

Please refer to the website for further information 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
...to Rebecca and Christopher, who were married at St Mary’s 
on Friday. May God bless them both in their lives together. 

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY SHEET etc 
This week’s “Look” leaflet for your children can be found HERE 
and the “Lord’s Day at Home” sheet to accompany Sunday’s 
online Mass can be viewed and downloaded HERE. 

COLLECTIONS—and a slightly worrying note 
Last week’s collection in church totalled £451.37. Thank you. 
Sincere thanks, too to all those who donate by standing order 
or by using the contactless payment system at Holy Cross. 
Whilst the income through these other methods is only  
published here on a monthly basis rather than weekly, you will 
still see that our overall collection is much lower than before 
the pandemic and, whilst we all understand the reasons for 
this, it seems at least appropriate that we keep you informed 
of our situation and of the fact that we are really struggling, 
financially, to break even at present. 

BISHOP JOHN’S NOTE ON VACCINATION 
Bishop John is urging all adults, who are able to do so, to be 
vaccinated. Pope Francis has reminded people of the duty to 
be vaccinated if they are able. The Church is clear that all  
Catholics can take any of the vaccines on offer with a clear 
conscience. Even if you are at a low risk of becoming seriously 
ill, being vaccinated will lower the risk of transmitting the virus 
to somebody else who might then have a severe reaction or 
even die. It is particularly important that those in our parishes, 
clergy and lay-people who visit those who are housebound or 
otherwise vulnerable are vaccinated. 

CYCLE of PRAYER 
This week we pray, throughout the Diocese,  
for the parish of St Edmund and St Patrick, Bolton, for Fr 
Michael Haworth, their parish priest, and for all the  
parishioners. We pray for its primary school, for the  
Bolton Hospice and for the staff and students of Bolton 
University. May they always hunger for the Bread of Life 
and be nourished by the Lord’s gift of Himself.  

St Mary’s RC Church 
Oxford Street 
Eccles 
M30 0LU 

Calendar for This Week—Church Opening in Red 
        Saturday 31st July: 6.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Vigil Mass for Sunday) (Livestreamed) 

Sunday 1st August:  9.30am Mass at St Mary’s    
   11.15am Mass at Holy Cross 

               Monday 2nd: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) 
Tuesday 3rd:  10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) 

    Wednesday 4th: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) 
    Thursday 5th: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) 
(Feast of the Transfiguration) Friday 6th:  7.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) following a Holy Hour from 6.00pm  
    Saturday 7th: 12 noon Mass at St Mary’s following a Holy Hour from 11.00am  

6.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Vigil Mass for Sunday) (Livestreamed) 
This Mass will continue to be available on the Sunday Mass page of our website on Sunday and throughout the week, and on 
our Facebook Page. Also, at 6pm (only) it can also be viewed on our YouTube channel. 

A THANKSGIVING SERVICE 
THIS AFTERNOON at St ANDREW’S 

It has been so long since we have been able to come  
together as the Christians of Eccles and join in an act of  
worship, celebrating all we share in common throughout our 
various denominations. Whilst the pandemic is far from 
over, we are now able once more to meet for a joint Service 
of Thanksgiving this afternoon (Sunday), 4pm at St   
Andrew's C E Church, Chadwick Road, Eccles, M30 0NZ. The 
Service will be led by Rev Jenny Lewis, and music will be  
provided by members of our own choir from this Catholic 
parish of St John Paul II. It would be wonderful, too, to see 
our parish family well represented in the congregation. 
Christ prayed that we all should be one, as he and the   
Father are one (cf Jn 17:21)—so our prayers and praise 
offered together bring us all so much closer to the heart of 
the God of love, and to the unity for which Christ prayed. 

https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/documents/Look01Aug2021ps.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/76e219dab8653b775ba8aac4c/files/d0135a88-e4a7-bdf6-2cee-5411a255d614/LDAH_Ordinary_18B.pdf
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/live/last-sunday-s-mass
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRbsD6B1cg7beD8NWwaCOLg

