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WHY DID YOU DOUBT? 

L ast week’s Gospel reading from St Matthew described to 
us a weary Jesus seeking rest for himself and his disciples, 

yet followed by crowds in need of his ministry. Jesus, in that 
passage, prayed to his Father that the little strength he had 
left would be enough to fulfil their needs, and, symbolised 
in the sharing of five loaves and two fish, thousands were to 
be satisfied with next to nothing but the Grace of God.  
Today’s Gospel continues the story from where St Matthew 
left off. Now, at last, Jesus can send the crowds away, in 
peace. He goes up into the hills to pray, and sends the  
disciples on to another quiet place where he will join them 
later. 

Off the twelve go in their boat, knowing that Jesus is not far 
away. But for the time being they cannot see him and their 
Faith is weak. 

A storm rises, and the travellers feel alone and afraid. Has 
Jesus deserted them in their time of need? Everywhere they 
look they see nothing but impending disaster, and when 
they see a ghost-like figure on the water they must think 
they are looking at a vision of death itself! But the "vision" is 
Jesus—if only they had the Faith to see. Peter suddenly  

realises, and decides he must respond to Jesus's presence 
and walk out on the water to meet him. But when he feels 
the strength of the wind and the waves, his doubts take 
over again. He cannot reach out in safety to his Lord—so 
Jesus reaches out to him instead. "Why did you doubt?" he 
asks. 

It is at times of great trial like this that the disciples  
recognise the fulness of who Jesus is, and slowly they learn 
to put their trust in him. And for us today, in the ups and 
downs of the hoped-for recovery from the Coronavirus  
pandemic, we find ourselves tested too and, perhaps,  
learning more to trust in the power of God. 

Like it or not, we do need trials in our lives if we are to  
experience the power of God's love and learn to put our 
trust in him. And when our Faith fails even though we think 
we have tried our best, that is the time to remember that it 
is not our effort, our 'best' that counts. Rather we need to 
put it in God’s hands, to let him reach out to us, and to hear 
him ask: "Why did you doubt?" as he brings us safely home. 

PARISH LENTEN CHALLENGE 
When we launched our annual Lenten Challenge, this year 
in support of the work of Sr Annie in Syria, we could never 
have imagined what lay around the corner. Even in the brief  
time we had before lockdown and with some donations  
received since we have in the region of £400 collected for 
her. We wonder, could we possibly offer a little more? Fr 
Martin emailed Sr Annie and received the following,  
remarkable reply—even in the tragic circumstances faced by 
the people of Syria, she was still ready first of all to think of 
the needs of others under Covid-19.  

Dear Father Martin 

Thank you for your email and hope my email finds 
you well. 

As you said all what is happening around us make us 
wonder where we are going ? I understand the situa-
tion and wonder in this time if your parish members 
need this money, sorry I appreciate your offering but 
also I am thinking about the need of the world today. 

If you see there is need for this money to be used in 
your parish I will be very happy but if you say 
no  you want to send them also I will be happy just 
trying  to share what I think. 

In our part now with Corona virus start spreading in 
Syria hope it will not be worse but life is continuing. 

Praying that all of you are well and  protected by 
God’s grace. 

United in prayers 

Annie RJM 

It goes without saying that what we have collected for Sr 
Annie’s work will most certainly be sent to her, but if you 
would still like to contribute, please send an envelope 
marked with “Lenten challenge” or Sr Annie’s name. Thank you. 

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY SHEET 
This week’s “Look” leaflet for your children can be found 
HERE. We have added the reverse side of the newsletter to the 
online file, so this week you can scroll and find it all together in one 
place. (Paper copy readers, please forgive the “click here” links!) 

PRAYER REQUESTS                                   
Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 
The sick: Cham, Tara, Mary, Carole, Phil, Carol, Sarah, John, Vin-
cent de Paul, Alan and Mary, Molly, Brenda, Anne, Patrick (age 7), 
David, Peter, Kevin, Helen, Lynn, Pam and Derek, Pauline, Shan-
non, John, Chris, Ann, Patrick, Sister Jenny, Clifford, Mrs Wood, 
Frances, Marian, Bridget, Iris, Pauline, Sharon, Fr Mullin, John, 
Joan, Paul, Peter, Maureen, Pat, Patrick, David, Sister Maureen, 
Yvonne, Terry, Betty, Betty, Kathleen, Colette, Stanley, Win, Cath-
erine, James, Alan, Betty, Evelyn, Elizabeth, Anne, Mary, Joan, 
Amanda, Pat, Billy, David, Evie, Mary, Chamari, Sheila, Monica, 
Clare, John, Eileen, Kathleen, Joyce, Margaret, Christine, Jean, 
Margaret, Deborah, Patrick, Fr Connelly, Jean, Vincent, Maureen, 
Eleanor, Margaret, Robert, Ken, Catorina, Michaela, Tony, Ber-
nard, Elaine, Ellen, Glenes, Sheila, Caroline, Lynne, Joe, Jackie, 
Gemma, Sheila, Martin, Joanne, John, Joan, Janice, Bill, John, Ken-
neth, Vera, Lilly, Gerald, May, Louise, Matthew, Evelyn, Margaret, 
Anthony, Debbie, Mary, Peter, Theresa, Sylvia, Maureen, Johnny, 
Robin and Steven, Sister Alphonsus, Sister Regina, Nijole, Ken, 
Stephen, Arthur, Kevin. 
Lately Dead: Michael Dale, Beth Parr, Neville Pitchford, Maria 
Wakuru Hingira, Keith Evans, Paul Maguire, Fr Bernard McGarry, 
Fr Peter Sheahan, Fr Patrick Keary, Frances Hamilton, Rupert Neil, 
Jimmy Evans. 
Anniversaries: Michael Collins, Nellie Tighe, John Tighe, Marie 
Payne, Edward Kelly, Brian Slater. 
Remembrance: Charles, Agnes and Ann Geeney, Mary Kelly, 
Maureen Duffy, Williams family. 
A special mention: for Fr Paul Connelly, at the time of the Silver 
Jubilee of his ordination at St Mary’s Church. 
We also pray: for the people of Beirut following last week’s explo-
sion, for an end to racism in all its forms, for our schools and all 
our families as the summer holidays continue. We pray for world 
leaders, for God’s guidance and support throughout the Covid-19 
crisis and for all those suffering from the disease, for Sr Annie and 
her projects in Syria, (Fr Martin has contacted Sr Annie and you 
can read her reply on this page), in thanksgiving, for the house-
bound and those in hospital, nursing and residential homes, for 
NHS and Care Home workers and for a number of special intentions. 

Services usually held at: Holy Cross, Patricroft and St Mary’s, Eccles 
Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricroft, M30 8QD 

https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/documents/Look09August2020ps.pdf


                               PARISH CONTACT DETAILS  (Please note that email addresses below can NOT be clicked as links) 
Parish Priest:  Fr Martin A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     martin.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 
Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Facebook: @ourparishcommunity 
Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other times 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Halls Hire:  Enquiries after reopening to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839  
 Email:  hall1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 

Stay with us, Lord, on our Journey 

MASS TIMES IN NORMAL CIRCUMSTANCES 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  6.15pm at Holy Cross 
Sunday Morning:   9.30am at St Mary’s 
    11.00am at Holy Cross 
(usually with Children's Liturgy throughout the academic year) 
Refreshments are normally served after Sunday morning Mass 

at both churches 
Sunday Evening:  6.15pm at St Mary’s 
Weekdays:   See Weekday Calendar below 
Holydays:    As announced beforehand 

Holy Cross RC Church  
370 Liverpool Road  
Patricroft   
M30 8QD   

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Katrina Foster/Tara Higgins/Ged Dale 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Mary’s:     0161 789 4532 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
    Usual times: Friday: 6.30-6.50pm at Holy Cross 

Saturday:  11.00-11.45am at St Mary’s  
and 5.45-6.05pm at Holy Cross 

(again, these are currently suspended) 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptism. 

Please speak to Fr Martin or Sr Jenny when we begin again 

BAPTISMS 
A new application form for Baptism can now be accessed 
from the Baptism page of our website. 

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS DINNER 
Veronica has kindly managed to set up the parish Christmas 
Dinner for 8th December, but with very strict guidelines at the 
venue it will be necessary to book early. Please contact the 
parish office to request contact details for Veronica. 

ONLINE PRESENCE 
Thank you all those who share in our Services online and 
who stay up to date via our Email Updates, the parish website, 
this online newsletter, and via posts on our Facebook page. 
Thank you also to those who subscribe to our YouTube 
channel and who “Like” us on Facebook. We still trying to 
make online access easier and, for those who find Facebook 
difficult or prefer not to go there (and for those with 
YouTube on their televisions), we are now streaming all our 
services simultaneously on both Facebook and YouTube. We 
have also replaced the “Daily Mass” page on the website 
with a new “LIVE!” page where you should be able to gain 
immediate access from the page. (On mobile devices this 
will work better in landscape mode). If you do not have  
internet access we are, of course, still more than happy to 
keep in touch by phone. (Please be aware that, for medical 
reasons, Fr Martin is not able to meet with you after Mass). 

                8th/9th August 2020  
This week we pray for: the parishioners of  
St. Mary and St. John Fisher, Denton, and for Fr. Peter 
Kinsella, their parish priest, for their parish primary 
schools and for St. Thomas More High School. 

St Mary’s RC Church 
Oxford Street 
Eccles 
M30 0LU 

THANKING ALL OUR VOLUNTEERS 
Opening our churches at the present time takes a huge 
amount of work from our willing team of volunteers, often 
working behind the scenes where no-one would realise their 
efforts. We are most grateful to all the Stewards, Ministers, 
Readers and Servers who give so generously of their time. 

COLLECTION AND PARISH DONATIONS 
Recognising that for many people the coronavirus crisis has 
caused its own financial difficulties, and not wishing to  
pressure anyone for money, we have now been able  
to make it easier for those who wish to support the parish 
online using a new “DONATE” button on the homepage of 
our website. It can be used for one-off donations or  
to set up weekly or monthly payments, with Gift Aid  
also facilitated. 
For those who would like to support the CAFOD Coronavirus 
appeal, please visit: cafod.org.uk/coronavirusappeal. 

Calendar for This Week 
We stream all weekday Masses on our Facebook Live page, on YouTube Live and directly on our new Live webpage 
Monday: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross open to the public. (No private prayer opening today) 
Tuesday: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross open to the public. Holy Cross Church also open for private prayer from 4.30-6.00pm 
Wednesday: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross open to the public. (No private prayer opening today) 
Thursday: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross open to the public. St Mary’s Church also open for private prayer from 4.30-6.00pm 
Friday: 7.00pm Mass at Holy Cross open to the public. Holy Cross Church also open for private prayer from 6.00-7.00pm 
Saturday (daytime) We will stream 11.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament followed by 12 noon Mass 
Saturday (evening): 5.00pm Vigil Mass at Holy Cross open to the public, also livestreamed with a higher quality video of 
 the recording available on our YouTube channel, and on the Live page of our website from 9.00am Sunday morning. 
Sunday Morning: 9.30am and 11.30am Masses at St Mary’s open to the public. 

Please note that we cannot livestream Services from St Mary’s, as there is no internet connection there. 
This is why our daily Masses are all at Holy Cross, as most of our congregation is still worshipping online.  

https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/sacraments/baptism
https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/64z5cb20Ld1Z
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRbsD6B1cg7beD8NWwaCOLg/videos?view=57&flow=grid
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRbsD6B1cg7beD8NWwaCOLg/videos?view=57&flow=grid
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/live
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/
https://cafod.org.uk/Give/Donate-to-Emergencies/Coronavirus-appeal
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/live_videos/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRbsD6B1cg7beD8NWwaCOLg/videos?view=2&flow=grid
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/live
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRbsD6B1cg7beD8NWwaCOLg
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/live



