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Where (and what) is our Treasure? 

F aith. That is the subject of our reading today from the 
Le"er to the Hebrews—the faith of our ancestors, and 

our own faith too. Abraham's faith led him, we are told, to 
leave for an unknown land, to live there as a stranger, and 
trust in God's promise to give himself and his wife a child in 
their old age—and descendants, too many to be counted. 
Abraham could not envisage how this could be, and he 
would not live to see the vast na,on that would be born to 
him through Isaac—but he believed. He perceived a reality 
beyond that which his eyes could see, and rested in peace 
knowing God's trustworthiness to grant what he promised. 

Abraham's life was hard, the life of a nomad pitching tent in 

this place or that, o.en surrounded by hos,lity—but s,ll his 
faith remained strong, and now, from another far greater 
homeland where every dream is fulfilled, he sees the way 
God's promise came to frui,on and prays for us all, his de-
scendants in faith. 

Abraham's treasure went with him wherever he travelled—
lose everything and the treasure would s,ll remain, that 
faith in the Word of God. But what of us? Where is our 
treasure in life? How completely can we place our trust in a 
God whose ways are different from our ways, whose plans 
transcend our own, and whose gi.s—though always for our 
greater good—are so o.en not the things we would choose 
for ourselves? 

Jesus challenges us in today's Gospel: are we ready, with 
our lamps lit, to accept the "Thy will be done" for which we 
pray so earnestly, to meet Jesus face to face in our neigh-
bour, in our circumstances of life, or even in our death or 
the death of one we love? If our house were burgled today, 
would our dearest treasure be sure to remain? 

Let us pray in our Mass for a Faith that will survive every 
uncertainty, a treasure that can never be taken from us. Like 
Abraham, let us be ready to step out into the unknown, 
le7ng go of our plans and our desires, and trus,ng in a 
good that is far greater—in God himself.  

Fr TED AWAY ON HOLIDAY! 
“Fr Ted” remains on holiday a.er returning safely from the 
diocesan pilgrimage in Lourdes, and Children’s Liturgy will 
now be suspended un,l September. On a serious note, for 
reasons of safeguarding and health and safety we will be 
introducing a new registra,on system for Children’s Liturgy 
when it restarts and will have to impose some restric,ons 
on numbers. More details will be provided later in the sum-
mer. (We would like, too, to start a Children’s Liturgy soon 
at St Mary’s. Could you help?)  

LOST PROPERTY AT HOLY CROSS 
We s,ll have a number of children’s jackets/sweatshirts  etc 
which have been found in Holy Cross Church. If you are 
missing something, please enquire at the parish office with a 
descrip,on of what has been lost. 

CHOIR PRACTICE and MOTHERS’ PRAYERS 
For the remainder of August, both the weekly Choir Prac,ce 
at Holy Cross and the weekly prayer group, “Mothers’ Pray-
ers,” will take a summer break. Both will resume in Septem-
ber. Thank you to all who organise and support all our ac,vi-
,es in the parish. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

OFFERTORY 
Collec,on: 3rd/4th August:   See print version 
  SVP monthly collec,on: See print version 
            Thank you 

RETIRING COLLECTIONS 
This week:  No re,ring collec,on this week 
Next week: Fr Sophronius, in support of his work 

• New to one of the parishes? 

• Know someone who is sick or in hospital? 

• Like a visit from the priest? 

• Think the parish may be able to help you, or you us, in any way? 

 Please speak to Fr Mar,n, a.er Mass or at any convenient ,me 

Please keep the following people kindly in your pray-
ers: 

The sick: Sister Maureen, Yvonne, Therisia, Terry, Betty, 
Mr George, Kathleen, Colette, Stanley, Patricia, Marion, 
Adam, Jake, Sue, Betty, Sylvie, Patricia, Yves, Win, Joy, 
Tricia, Barry, Marie, Catherine, James, Alan, Betty, Eve-
lyn, Elizabeth, Elizabeth, Anne, Mary, Joan, Amanda, Pat, 
Eunice, Billy, David, Evie, Mary, Chamari, Sheila, Monica, 
Joan, Clare, John, Eileen, Kathleen, Joyce, Margaret, 
Christine, Jean, Margaret, Deborah, Patrick, Sister Olivia, 
Fr Connelly, Jean, Vincent, Maureen, Eleanor, Margaret, 
Robert, Ken, Catorina, Michaela, Tony, Bernard, Elaine, 
Ellen, Alec, Glenes, Sheila, Caroline, Lynne, Joe, Jackie, 
Gemma, Sheila, Martin, Joanne, John, Joan, Janice, Bill, 
Marie, John, Kenneth, Vera, Lilly, Gerald, May, Louise, 
Peggy, Matthew, Evelyn, Margaret, Anthony, Debbie, 
Mary, Peter, Theresa, Sylvia, Maureen, Johnny, Robin 
and Steven, Sister Alphonsus, Sister Regina, Nijole, Josie, 
Stephen, David, Bernard, Jack and Joan, Kevin. 

Lately Dead: Canon Paul Mitcheson, Peter Grundy, 
Frank Rourke, Elizabeth Dale, Pauline Pearson, David 
Briggs, Dennis Heathcote, Denis O’Kelly, Patricia 
Mather, Joe d’Souza, Barbara Stafford, Eileen White. 

Anniversaries: Fr Michael Ryan, Ann McHugh, Jessie 
Wilde, Winifred Shaw, Kevin Durkin, Patricia McNama-
ra, James and Margaret Mary O’Regan, Christopher 
and Agnes Murray, Thomas Roddy, Harold Yates, Marie 
Payne, Edward Kelly. 

Remembrance: Pat Cromey, Edna Smith, Mar,n Rod-
dy, Charles, Agnes and Ann Geeney, Maureen Duffy, 
Mary Kelly, Williams Family. 

We also pray: for world peace, in thanksgiving, for the 
people of Southern Cameroon, for Bishop John and the 
restructuring of our diocese, for the housebound and 
those in hospital, nursing and residen,al homes, and 
for a number of special inten,ons. 

Services held at: Holy Cross, Patricro. and St Mary’s, Eccles 

Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricro., M30 8QD 



PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 
Parish Priest:  Fr Mar,n A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     mar,n.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 

Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other ,mes 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Halls Hire:  Enquiries to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839 
 New Email: hall1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
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MASS TIMES 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  6.15pm at Holy Cross 
Sunday Morning:   9.30am at St Mary’s 
    11.00am at Holy Cross 

(with Children's Liturgy throughout the academic year) 
Refreshments served after morning Mass at Holy Cross 

and as announced at St Mary’s 
Sunday Evening:  6.15pm at St Mary’s 
Weekdays:   See Weekday Calendar below 
Holydays:    As announced beforehand 

Holy Cross RC Church  
Liverpool Road  
Patricro.   
M30 8QD   

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Katrina Foster/Tara Higgins/Ged Dale 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Mary’s:     0161 789 4532 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
    Usual ,mes: Friday: 6.30-6.50pm at Holy Cross 

Saturday:  11.00-11.50am at St Mary’s  
and 5.45-6.05pm at Holy Cross 

(or at any reasonable time on request) 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 

a time of preparation is also required before Baptism. 
Please speak to Fr Martin or Sr Jenny after Mass 

FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION OF OUR LADY 
On Thursday of this week, we celebrate the great feast of 
Our Blessed Lady’s Assump,on into Heaven. Although the 
schools are on holiday, to avoid confusion, we will hold 
Masses at the usual ,mes which were arranged with the 
schools for such feasts. Catholics are expected to make a 
special effort to a�end Mass on holydays, as on Sundays. 

VOLUNTEERS SOUGHT! 
Our parish “Hope in the Future” (Lay Leadership) Group met 
recently and discussed an action plan to help us move for-
ward as a parish, with genuine hope in the future. With a feel-
ing that the new parish of St John Paul II has started well, 
there remains so much for so many to do, and the need for 
volunteers at every stage and from every corner of the parish. 
We will speak much more of it, but: are you good at visiting?
—could you help as a Eucharistic Minister? Do you have skills 
in sharing knowledge?—could you serve as a catechist with 
adults or children? Are you a confident reader? singer? musi-
cian (any instrument)? Do you enjoy cleaning? Do you have a 
flair for fund-raising? (We are now discovering that St Mary’s 
church building is in poorer condition than any of us had real-
ised, so sadly we will need to be talking about money and 
raising as much as we can). Is your child interested in getting 
involved as a server, reader, welcomer or singer? The list will 
go on and on. The concept of lay leadership is about recognis-
ing that it is your parish, and they are your churches—let’s 
motivate each other to achieve wonderful things together. 

                     10th/11th August 2019  

This weekend we pray for:     

the people of the parishes of St. Mary, Langho, and St. 
Mary, Osbaldeston, and for Fr. Leo Heakin, their parish 
priest. We pray for their parish primary schools and for 
St. Augus,ne’s High School .  

St Mary’s RC Church 
Oxford Street 
Eccles 
M30 0LU 

                                                                                                                                                            Weekday Calendar Weekday Calendar Weekday Calendar Weekday Calendar (Week beginning Monday 12th August) 

Monday:   9.00am Morning Prayer at Holy Cross followed by 9.15am Eucharis,c Service 

Tuesday:  12 noon Mass at St Mary’s with Fr Sophronius Ssajabi 
Wednesday:  12 noon Funeral Mass at St Mary’s for the late Elizabeth Dale. May she rest in peace. Fr Livesey officiating 
Thursday—Feast of the Assump,on (a Holyday of Obligation—see below) 

 Masses at: 10.00am at St Mary’s 
   1.45pm at Holy Cross and 
   7.00pm at Holy Cross. Fr Sophronius will be celebra,ng these Masses 

Friday:  6.30pm Exposi,on of the Blessed Sacrament at Holy Cross followed by 7pm Mass and Divine Mercy 

 11.00am Exposi,on of the Blessed Sacrament at St. Mary’s followed by 12 noon Mass and Novena

VISITING THE SICK AND HOUSEBOUND 
We are most grateful to all our Eucharistic Ministers who 
faithfully visit the sick and housebound throughout the par-
ish. If there is anyone would like a visit from Fr Martin, 
please let him know. The school holidays make parish visiting 
easier at this time of year (although he is away this coming 
week, and of course visits may be requested at any time). 

MEMORIAL GARDEN 
We are seeking to set up a simple memorial garden around 
the large cross outside the entrance to Holy Cross Church. 
We will also be able to arrange for small plaques to be 
mounted within the space, in memory of loved ones who 
have died. More informa,on will follow soon. 

Fr SOPHRONIUS 
Fr Sophronius returns to us this week, and will be saying 
Masses whilst Fr Mar,n is away on a family holiday. Next 
Sunday he will hopefully have the opportunity to say a few 
words about the ways in which the money collected for him 
at Holy Cross and St Ma"hew’s churches over recent years 
has helped, par,cularly in support of young people’s educa-
,on back in Uganda. The box which had been at St 
Ma"hew’s will now be moved to St Mary’s church instead. 
Thank you for all the support you give to his work. 


