
CATHOLIC PARISH OF HOLY CROSS, 

ST MATTHEW AND ST GILBERT, ECCLES 

20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
YEAR B  Morning Prayer Week 4 

Services held at: Holy Cross, Patricro  and St Ma!hew’s, Winton 

Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricro , M30 8QD 

A MORAL CODE? – OR MORE? 

T hese are difficult 1mes in which to follow the teachings of Our 
Lord. A world where God's Law is so publicly violated, where 

people pursue their own gain at the expense of the livelihoods 
and reputa1ons of others, where forgiveness is synonymous with 
weakness, where people serve and worship gods of their own 
making and design, where the unloved seek refuge in alcohol and 
worse... And what world is this? First Century Ephesus, of course! - 
the community to which St Paul writes his le!er from which our 
second Reading today is taken. But what if he were wri1ng, say, to 
the people of Britain, even Eccles, here in the 21st Century? Are 
things really so different now? 

Our world has moved forward such a long way. Here, we see a 
good educa1on system, with opportuni1es for all, founded upon 
Chris1anity and built up by people responding to the Gospel of 
Christ. We see a welfare state, where medical care is available to 
all who need it - caring professions built upon the founda1on of 
early Chris1an pioneers who gave of themselves to li  the poor 
and to build hospitals, orphanages and refuges. 

Yet now, the fruits of those early labours are enjoyed by most, 
whilst the Chris1an roots are pulled up and discarded. It is so 
much more fashionable now to teach the failings of those early 
efforts, to find amidst so much love and care the human weakness 
and sin that so easily spoils our best inten1ons. And so, abandon-
ing the roots in Christ, our 1me seeks a new kind of progress. Let 
us educate our young to be free! Free to choose their path unen-
cumbered by tradi1onal family values, to grow in wealth and ex-
ploit their rights (and their neighbour), to listen to their feelings 
and learn from their peers. And public welfare? Let there be care 
for all, freedom to choose, freedom to demand as rights those 
things which unenlightened 1mes had celebrated as God's gi s. 
Let there be freedom to kill our unborn under the pretext of 
"protec1ng" them from being unwanted or disabled, and let us 
find ways to dispose of our elderly and those who have outlived 
their usefulness... 

Yet, perhaps we cannot simply suggest that our world is no differ-
ent from that of the Apostles and early disciples of Our Lord. 
Much has grown up over 1me, and developed for the good, but 
now society seeks to look back into history, and to forget – even 
condemn – the Good News upon which our progress was built. So 
many people today denounce Chris1anity (and indeed every form 
of religion) as an evil to be crushed in the name of our new found 
freedom, as we seek to decide upon new, rela1vist codes of right 
and wrong where opposites can change places, and things which 
were once considered atroci1es might now be declared as human 
rights – and where any who disagree should be silenced in the 
interest of the new common good. Even many who call them-
selves “Chris1an” see the teachings of Christ and as simply a 
"moral code" for those who wish to choose it. Yet Jesus did not 
tell us to choose our moral code, decide what we consider to be 
right or wrong and then "try to be good" according to the deci-
sions we have made – he said: "I am the Bread of Life." Nothing of 
his life in us can come to frui1on unless we acknowledge his au-
thority above our own and our need for Him – our need to be 
rooted in His love. 

Paul's world changed because his readers listened to his words 
and celebrated the love and joy which Christ brought to them. 
They stood out from the crowds, and people knew why – there 
was focus, clarity and meaning in all they did and shared. Can we 
show the same joy and clarity in our Chris1an lives today? Can we 
call back our neighbour, by leJng Christ's light shine brightly 
through our lives? 

We are probably familiar with the slogan "put Christ back into 
Christmas." Perhaps it is also 1me for us to "put Christ back into 
Chris1an" at the heart of the way we live our lives, and for all to 
see. Maybe it is 1me to be different from the crowds, and proud 
of it. Time to be infec1ous with the love and joy that never sug-
gests "We find happiness because we follow a code of conduct 
that suits us" but which says instead: "We are happy because 
Christ, the Bread of Life, is at the heart of our being. Come and 
share with us the joy of His presence!"  

MEETING ON MONDAY FOR CATECHISTS 
A mee1ng has been arranged for Monday of this week as we 
prepare for the launch of the new First Communion pro-
gramme when the schools return. All Catechists are invited, 
(they have already been informed by email), but we would also 
welcome anyone interested in becoming a catechist and as-
sis1ng with the programme. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

READERS THIS WEEKEND 
6.30pm:   Michael, Moya 
9.00am:  Please log in or see list in church  
10.30am:  Dominic, Selena 

OFFERTORY 
Collec/on: 4th/5th August   See print version 
  “Whisky Bottle” (building works):  See print version 

RETIRING COLLECTIONS 
No re/ring collec/on next week or next 

The “Whisky Bottle” will be left out at the back of Holy 
Cross Church for donations towards the forthcoming alter-
ations/refurbishments. The expected cost will be around 
£100,000 (The increase reflects the actual tenders received) 

• New to the parish? 
• Know someone who is sick or in hospital? 
• Like a visit from the priest? 
• Think the parish may be able to help you, or you us, in any way? 
 Please speak to Fr Mar1n, a er Mass or at any convenient 1me 

Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 

The sick: Bernard, Martin and Bridget and family, Mar-
garet, Elaine, Ellen, Alec, Glenes, Mary, Stephen, Sheila, 
Sr Cecily, Caroline, Lynne, Joe, David, Angela, Jackie, 
Christopher and Clifford, Mary, Gemma, Rosa, John, 
Sheila, Martin, Joanne, Desmond, John, Joan, Janice, Bill, 
Harvey, Marie, John, Martin, Kenneth, Vera, Lilly, Dennis 
and Gerald, May, Louise, Peggy, Matthew, Evelyn, Mar-
garet, Anthony, Debbie, Mary, Peter, Theresa, Sylvia, 
Martin, Mavis, Maureen, Johnny, Robin and Steven, 
Vanessa, Lyndsay, Stephen, Bernard, Jack and Joan, Kev-
in. 

Lately Dead: Dymphna Byrne (Fr Dermot Byrne’s moth-
er), Fleur Ryan (Fr Michael Ryan’s mother), Maureen 
Jackson, Rita Hughes, Paul Albert, Barbara Banks. 

Anniversaries: Josephine Delaney, Jessie Wilde, Fr Mi-
chael Ryan, Harold Yates, Kevin Durkin, Thomas Roddy, 
Christopher and Agnes Murray, Helen Shannon. 

We also pray: in thanksgiving, for all families away on 
holiday, for world peace, for the people of Southern 
Cameroon, for Bishop John and the restructuring of our 
diocese, for the housebound and those in hospital, nurs-
ing and residential homes, and for a  number of special 
intentions. 



PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 
Parish Priest:  Fr Mar1n A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     mar1n.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 

Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other 1mes 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Community Hall:  Enquiries to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
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MASS TIMES 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  6.30pm at Holy Cross 

Sunday Morning:   9.00am at St Ma!hew’s 
    10.30am at Holy Cross 

(with Children's Liturgy throughout the academic year) 

Tea and Coffee are served after both morning Masses 

Weekdays:   See Weekday Calendar below 

Holydays:    10.00am at Holy Cross 
    7.00pm at St Ma!hew’s 

Holy Cross RC Church   St Ma9hew’s RC Church 
Liverpool Road    Worsley Road 
Patricro      Winton 
Eccles      Eccles 
M30 8QD     M30 8BL 

Parish Safeguarding Reps:   Katrina Foster/Tara Higgins 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300  

          WEEKDAY CALENDAR (Week beginning Monday 20th August) 

Monday:   9.00am Morning Prayer at Holy Cross followed by 9.15am Mass 
   7.00pm Catechists’ Mee1ng for Sacramental Programme 
Tuesday:   9.00am Morning Prayer at St Ma9hew’s followed by 9.15am Mass  
Wednesday:  8.45am Exposi/on of the Blessed Sacrament at Holy Cross followed by 9.15am Mass  
Thursday:   9.00am Morning Prayer at St Ma9hew’s followed by 9.15am Mass 
Friday:   6.30pm Exposi/on of the Blessed Sacrament at Holy Cross followed by 7pm Mass and Divine Mercy 
Saturday (day): 11.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at St Matthew’s followed by 12 noon Mass and Novena

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Friday: 6.30-6.50pm at Holy Cross 

Saturday:  11.00-11.50am at St Ma!hew’s and 
6.00-6.20pm at Holy Cross 

(or at any reasonable time on request) 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptisms. 

Please speak to Fr Martin or Sr Jenny after Mass 

ADOREMUS—EUCHARISTIC CONFERENCE 
In prepara1on for Adoremus Eucharis1c Congress-Pilgrimage this 
September, the Deanery Of St. John the Evangelist, Salford,  are 
hos1ng ‘Countdown to Adoremus’. Various churches throughout 
the deanery will be hos1ng devo1ons in the lead up to this na1on-
al event. Our Churches will host the following: Holy Cross: 
Wednesday 29th August, Adora1on 8.45am - 9.15am, followed by 
Holy Mass, and St. Mathews: Saturday 1st September, Adora1on 
11am (with Mass at 12 noon). A poster, detailing what the other 
churches will be doing, will be displayed in the coming weeks. ALL 
WELCOME.   

ANNUAL PARISH MASS FOR THE SICK 
Our annual Mass for the Sick, organised by the SVP, will take place 
at St Ma!hew’s Church at 12 noon on Saturday 8th September 
with refreshments served a erwards. 

PARISH COMMITTEES 
We are conscious that with the Bishop’s “Hope in the Future” ini1-
a1ve calling upon more parishioners to look, prayerfully, at the 
ways in which we advance in our Mission, some of the efforts of 
our exis1ng commi!ees in the parish are effec1vely being dupli-
cated. From September, we are therefore proposing a ra1onalisa-
1on of our commi!ee structure as follows: 

• Finance Commi!ee—this is a statutory commi!ee required by 
Canon Law. 

• Hope in the Future—this will now incorporate both the Pasto-
ral and the Social Outreach Commi!ees. 

• Social—the new Social Commi!ee will be launched from Sep-
tember to organise events which will, we hope, reflect the 
wonderful cultural diversity of the parish and also raise funds 
for the parish, (ini1ally towards the cost of our altera1ons at 
Holy Cross Church). 

Please speak to Sister Jenny or Fr Mar1n if you would be interest-
ed in joining any of these commi!ees. And a sincere “thank you” 
to all those who already serve so faithfully. 

            18th/19th August 2018   
In union with Bishop John, let us pray for  
the people of the parishes of: 
• The Three Martyrs, (St. Sebas1an, St. Boniface and St. 

Thomas of Canterbury), Salford with Fr. MacFarlane, and 
the Spiritans and the Sisters of the Cross and Passion.  

• St. Vincent de Paul, Norden, and Provost Brindle.  
May parishes and schools work closely together  

to build up the kingdom in their locality. 

OBERAMMERGAU 2020 
A few weeks ago we adver1sed the details of a proposed pilgrim-
age to Oberammergau for the ten-yearly Passion Play in 2020. By 
the end of this month we will need to know how many people 
may be interested, as the rates we have been given are depend-
ent upon at least 15 people travelling and registra1on needs to be 
this far in advance. A mee1ng has therefore been arranged for 
Tuesday week (28th August) at 7.00pm in the parish mee1ng 
room at Holy Cross for all those who may be interested. 

ANNUAL REQUIEM MASSES 
Annual Bank Holiday Masses will take place on Monday week 
(27th August) at 11.00am at: 
• St Mary’s Cemetery, Wardley 
• St Joseph’s Cemetery, Moston. (Held in St Dunstan’s Church in 

the event of inclement weather). 
See posters for details. 

JOB VACANCY at St GILBERT’S SCHOOL 
A Welfare Assistant is sought, 7.5 hours per week, term 1me only, 
from September. Please contact the school on 5th September for 
an applica1on form. (Contact details below). 

ANNUAL ROSARY and HYMNS 
This annual event at Pla! Fields, Manchester with gospel singer 
Tom McCourt will take place on Saturday 8th September at 
3.00pm. Free ice cream! For further details, please see the no1ce 
at the back of church. 


