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THE ASSUMPTION 

T oday's Gospel relates for us the story of Our Lady's  
visitation to her cousin, Elizabeth. She has accepted the 

message from the Angel Gabriel that she will be the mother 
of Jesus, and has rushed off to help her elderly relative who, 
against all worldly odds, has also found herself expecting a 
child. The words exchanged at this meeting clarify for us the 
significance of what is happening – the great task which 
Mary has been chosen to undertake and the symbolic 
meeting of the unborn Jesus with John the Baptist who will 
announce his coming – and Mary's "Magnificat" sums up 
not only her own joy at God's choice of her, but joy also in 
every choice and preference of God. It is a prayer for us, 
too, when we seek justice for the poor and the needy, and 
wonder at the apparent prosperity of those who care for 
none but themselves. With Mary, our souls too can 
"proclaim the greatness of the Lord," and marvel at the love 
he has shown in sending his Son to die for us. 

Mary's task was great and glorious, and of all women – 
indeed of all people – only she was found worthy to bring 
Christ into the world. Therefore, from ages past in the 
Church, Christians have been unable to accept that the one 

who alone became the perfect temple of God's presence on 
earth would then suffer bodily decay. Faith tells us that 
God's will is for all of us to rise into the joy of his presence 
on the last day – a resurrection not as some vague, disem-
bodied spirit, but with a real, glorified body like that of the 
risen Christ himself. The ancient belief for Mary was simply 
that she achieved this fullness of the life to come from the 
very moment of her earthly death. And so, in 1950, this was 
finally declared as an article of our Faith. 

The dogmatic definition of the Assumption expresses the 
hope "that faith in the bodily assumption of Mary into  
heaven may make our faith in the resurrection both  
stronger and more active." Let us pray that today's great 
feast might indeed deepen our understanding of the  
mystery of the Incarnation of Christ, and our faith in the  
fulfilment of all of God's promises. In the uncertainties of 
the present times, what better reality is there than to know 
that God is with us, every step of the way? 

PARISH LENTEN CHALLENGE 
Thank you to those who responded so quickly to the email 
received from Sr Annie in Syria—our collection for her work 
has now risen to £505.08. We will give another week or so 
for any further donations to reach us in the office at Holy 
Cross, and then send the final total to her. Envelopes can 
simply be marked with “Lenten challenge” or Sr Annie’s name. 

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY SHEET 
This week’s “Look” leaflet for your children can be found 
HERE. We have added the reverse side of the newsletter to the 
online file, so this week you can scroll and find it all together in one 
place. (Paper copy readers, please forgive the “click here” links!) 

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS DINNER 
Veronica has kindly managed to set up the parish Christmas 
Dinner for 8th December, but with very strict guidelines at the 
venue it will be necessary to book early. Please contact the 
parish office to request contact details for Veronica. 

THANKING ALL OUR VOLUNTEERS 
Opening our churches at the present time takes a huge 
amount of work from our willing team of volunteers, often 
working behind the scenes where no-one would realise their 
efforts. We are most grateful to all the Stewards, Ministers, 
Readers and Servers who give so generously of their time. 

ONLINE PRESENCE 
Thank you all those who share in our Services online and 
who stay up to date via our Email Updates, the parish website, 
this online newsletter, and via posts on our Facebook page. 
Thank you also to those who subscribe to our YouTube 
channel and who “Like” us on Facebook. We are still trying 
to make online access easier and, for those who find Face-
book difficult or prefer not to go there (and for those with 
YouTube on their televisions), we are now streaming all our 
services simultaneously on both Facebook and YouTube. We 
have also replaced the “Daily Mass” page on the website 
with a new “LIVE!” page where you should be able to gain 
immediate access from the page. (On mobile devices this 
will work better in landscape mode). If you do not have  
internet access we are, of course, still more than happy to 
keep in touch by phone. (Please be aware that, for medical 
reasons, Fr Martin is not able to meet with you after Mass). 

PRAYER REQUESTS                                   
Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 
The sick: Bridget, Sara, Cham, Tara, Mary, Carole, Phil, Carol, Sarah, 
John, Vincent de Paul, Alan and Mary, Molly, Brenda, Anne, Patrick 
(age 7), David, Peter, Kevin, Helen, Lynn, Pam and Derek, Pauline, 
Shannon, John, Chris, Ann, Patrick, Sister Jenny, Clifford, Mrs Wood, 
Frances, Marian, Bridget, Iris, Pauline, Sharon, Fr Mullin, John, Joan, 
Paul, Peter, Maureen, Pat, Patrick, David, Sister Maureen, Yvonne, 
Terry, Betty, Betty, Kathleen, Colette, Stanley, Win, Catherine, 
James, Alan, Betty, Evelyn, Elizabeth, Anne, Mary, Joan, Amanda, 
Pat, Billy, David, Evie, Mary, Chamari, Sheila, Monica, Clare, John, 
Eileen, Kathleen, Joyce, Margaret, Christine, Jean, Margaret, Debo-
rah, Patrick, Fr Connelly, Jean, Vincent, Maureen, Eleanor, Marga-
ret, Robert, Ken, Catorina, Michaela, Tony, Bernard, Elaine, Ellen, 
Glenes, Sheila, Caroline, Lynne, Joe, Jackie, Gemma, Sheila, Martin, 
Joanne, John, Joan, Janice, Bill, John, Kenneth, Vera, Lilly, Gerald, 
May, Louise, Matthew, Evelyn, Margaret, Anthony, Debbie, Mary, 
Peter, Theresa, Sylvia, Maureen, Johnny, Robin and Steven, Sister 
Alphonsus, Sister Regina, Nijole, Ken, Stephen, Arthur, Kevin. 
Lately Dead: Michael Dale, Beth Parr, Neville Pitchford, Maria Wa-
kuru Hingira, Keith Evans, Paul Maguire, Fr Bernard McGarry, Fr 
Peter Sheahan, Fr Patrick Keary, Frances Hamilton, Rupert Neil, 
Jimmy Evans. 
Anniversaries: Fr Michael Ryan (10th Anniversary of his death), 
Michael Ward (90th Birthday Anniversary), Mary Gribbin (Birthday 
Anniversary), Jessie Wilde, Margaret Ryan, Michael Collins, Nellie 
Tighe, John Tighe, Marie Payne, Edward Kelly, Brian Slater. 
Remembrance: Charles, Agnes and Ann Geeney, Mary Kelly, 
Maureen Duffy, Williams family. 
A special mention: for Fr Paul Connelly, on the Silver Jubilee of his 
ordination at St Mary’s Church. 
We also pray: for the people of Lebanon in the aftermath of the 
Beirut explosion, for peace as we commemorate VJ Day, for an end 
to racism in all its forms, for our schools and all our families as the 
summer holidays continue. We pray for world leaders, for God’s 
guidance and support throughout the Covid-19 crisis and for all 
those suffering from the disease, for Sr Annie and her projects in 
Syria, in thanksgiving, for the housebound and those in hospital, 
nursing and residential homes, for NHS and Care Home workers and 
for a number of special intentions.  

Services usually held at: Holy Cross, Patricroft and St Mary’s, Eccles 
Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricroft, M30 8QD 

https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/documents/LookAssumptionAugust2020ps.pdf
https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/64z5cb20Ld1Z
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRbsD6B1cg7beD8NWwaCOLg/videos?view=57&flow=grid
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRbsD6B1cg7beD8NWwaCOLg/videos?view=57&flow=grid
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/live


                               PARISH CONTACT DETAILS  (Please note that email addresses below can NOT be clicked as links) 
Parish Priest:  Fr Martin A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     martin.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 
Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Facebook: @ourparishcommunity 
Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other times 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Halls Hire:  Enquiries after reopening to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839  
 Email:  hall1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 

Stay with us, Lord, on our Journey 

MASS TIMES IN NORMAL CIRCUMSTANCES 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  6.15pm at Holy Cross 
Sunday Morning:   9.30am at St Mary’s 
    11.00am at Holy Cross 
(usually with Children's Liturgy throughout the academic year) 
Refreshments are normally served after Sunday morning Mass 

at both churches 
Sunday Evening:  6.15pm at St Mary’s 
Weekdays:   See Weekday Calendar below 
Holydays:    As announced beforehand 

Holy Cross RC Church  
370 Liverpool Road  
Patricroft   
M30 8QD   

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Katrina Foster/Tara Higgins/Ged Dale 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Mary’s:     0161 789 4532 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
    Usual times: Friday: 6.30-6.50pm at Holy Cross 

Saturday:  11.00-11.45am at St Mary’s  
and 5.45-6.05pm at Holy Cross 

(again, these are currently suspended) 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptism. 

Please speak to Fr Martin or Sr Jenny when we begin again 

THE GOD WHO SPEAKS THROUGH CREATION 
...an online talk arranged by the diocesan Department for  
Formation to be given by Sr. Margaret Atkins, CRSA, on 
Wednesday 26th August at 7pm. This talk will be delivered via 
Zoom as part of the series “The God who Speaks” which was 
to be hosted at the Hidden Gem but was postponed due to 
the pandemic. The diocese hopes this will lead to a  
resumption of some of the other planned evenings. If you 
are interested, please contact the parish office. 
Sister Margaret is a Canoness of St Augustine in the community 
at Boarbank Hall, Cumbria. She is a lecturer and author in  
Theology with special interest, amongst other things, in the 
ethics of the environment. 

COLLECTION AND PARISH DONATIONS 
Always recognising that for many people the coronavirus 
crisis has caused its own financial difficulties, and not  
wishing to pressure anyone for money, we have now been 
able to make it easier for those who wish to support the 
parish online using a new “DONATE” button on the  
homepage of our website. It can be used for one-off  
donations or to set up weekly or monthly payments, with 
Gift Aid also facilitated. 
(For your information, last week’s collection amounted to 
£371.80. Thank you). 

              15th/16th August 2020  
This week we pray for: the parishioners of  
St. Robert of Newminster, Levenshulme and Longsight, 
for Fr. Michael Dever, their parish priest, for their parish 
primary schools and for St. Peter’s High School. We pray 
for Fr Laurence Gambella and Fr Martin Dowd, chaplains 
to the Central Manchester Hospitals, the Christie and 
Withington Hospitals. 

St Mary’s RC Church 
Oxford Street 
Eccles 
M30 0LU 

BAPTISMS 
A new application form for Baptism can now be accessed 
from the Baptism page of our website. It will continue to 
take time to contact all those who have been waiting since 
before the pandemic began, but progress is being made and 
we would ask, please, that you bear with us. Thank you. 

CONFIRMATIONS 2022 
Thank you to those families of children who have just  
completed Y6 at primary school who have already returned 
the “expression of interest” form for the Sacrament of  
Confirmation in 2022. The form and explanatory letter can 
be downloaded HERE. After the summer break, we will be 
contacting the families of those pupils beginning Y8 who 
had already begun their preparation for 2021 before the 
pandemic brought things to a temporary close. 

Calendar for This Week — Church opening marked in Red 
We stream all weekday Masses on our Facebook Live page, on YouTube Live and directly on our new Live webpage 
Monday: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross open to the public. (No private prayer opening today) 
Tuesday: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross open to the public. Holy Cross Church also open for private prayer from 4.30-6.00pm 
Wednesday: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross open to the public. (No private prayer opening today) 
Thursday: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross open to the public. St Mary’s Church also open for private prayer from 4.30-6.00pm 
Friday: 7.00pm Mass at Holy Cross open to the public. Holy Cross Church also open for private prayer from 6.00-7.00pm 
Saturday (daytime) We will stream 11.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament followed by 12 noon Mass 
Saturday (evening): 5.00pm Vigil Mass at Holy Cross open to the public, also livestreamed with a higher quality video of 
 the recording available on our YouTube channel, and on the Live page of our website from 9.00am Sunday morning. 
Sunday Morning: 9.30am and 11.30am Masses at St Mary’s open to the public. 

Please note that we cannot livestream Services from St Mary’s, as there is no internet connection there. 
This is why our daily Masses are all at Holy Cross, as most of our congregation is still worshipping online.  

https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/sacraments/baptism
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/documents/Confirmation%20Y6.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/live_videos/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRbsD6B1cg7beD8NWwaCOLg/videos?view=2&flow=grid
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/live
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRbsD6B1cg7beD8NWwaCOLg
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/live


 

 

 


