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ON THIS ROCK… 

J esus's choice of Simon-bar-Jonah to be first amongst his 
disciples is clear from the outset. According to the first 

three Gospels, Simon is the first to be called as an apostle, 
and Jesus's Galilean ministry seems to have centred upon 
Simon's house. Simon was first to be given authority to "bind 
and loose" (an authority later extended to all the disciples, 
Mt.18.18). His name is always listed first in the Gospels, and 
clearly the other disciples looked to him for leadership. 
Yet the same Simon who, in today's Gospel, speaks up  
boldly in recognition of who Jesus really is, would in just a 
few weeks’ time stand by a fire outside Pilate's court and 
deny he had ever known Jesus at all. 
He is capable of wondrous deeds and great blunders alike, 
and Jesus's faith in Simon, now given the nickname Cephas, 
"the Rock" ("Petros" in Greek), is often greater than Simon's 
own faith in himself. But for Jesus, he is to be the focus of 
unity amongst all his followers. Even when his human fail-
ings show up in the future, and he finds himself challenged 
by Paul over a prejudiced attitude to the Gentile converts, 
ultimately the resolution that is needed must be centred 
upon Peter himself. 

Despite their differences, Peter defends Paul against those 
who try to distort his words, and speaks of "our brother Paul 
who is so dear to us" (2 Pet. 3:15). And Peter is the one who 
will hold together different factions, supporting the unity for 
which Christ prayed, in the love of God. 
In today's Church, we too look for our focus of unity to the 
successor of Simon Peter, our own Pope, Francis. And many 
other Christian denominations hope for unity around the 
spiritual leadership of this Petrine figure. 
Differences should never lead us to disunity. Let us give 
thanks today for those inspirational voices which will help 
our world achieve unity, with Christ as our head.  

NUMBERS AT MASS 
It has been good to see a steady increase in numbers  
attending our Masses, though we are conscious that with 
more churches now opening this trend may well reverse for 
a while. It is, however, worth pointing out that whilst we do 
not have a specific numerical limit on the capacity of either 
church (as more families sitting together means more  
people can be accommodated), we did approach our limit 
for safe social distancing at St Mary’s last week. If this safe 
limit is reached, please understand that we will need to 
place “Church Full” signs at the doors and will not be able to 
allow more people in. Whilst we understand that this will 
cause some distress, the need for safety must override all 
other considerations at this time. One way to reduce the 
likelihood of this happening will be for families/bubble 
groups who intend coming to Mass to ensure that they 
come together, to the same Mass. This way you can all sit 
together on one bench and many more can safely be  
accommodated in the church. Thank you for your  
understanding in these difficult times. 

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY SHEET 
This week’s “Look” leaflet for your children can be found 
HERE. 

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS DINNER 
Veronica has kindly managed to set up the parish Christmas 
Dinner for 8th December, but with very strict guidelines at the 
venue it will be necessary to book early. Please contact the 
parish office to request contact details for Veronica. 

VACANCY—HERITAGE PROJECT MANAGER 
for St John's Church, Rochdale 

Appointment Type: Part time, fixed term contract until May 2021 
Working Hours: 14 hours per week, with some flexible working required 
Location: St John the Baptist RC Church, Rochdale 
Salary: £33,670 per annum (subject to pro-rata) 
St John’s Church, Rochdale, situated within the Diocese of Salford, has 
been awarded round 1, development phase funding from the NLHF to 
enable the preparation of a round 2 application for delivery phase fund-
ing. A successful delivery phase application would enable repairs of this 
Grade II* Listed Church and a full programme of heritage activities. 
Among other things, you will need: 
• Previous relevant work experience and a degree or professional 

project management qualification and/or substantial experience 
in a similar role. 

• Excellent time management and presentation skills with the abil-
ity to organise and prioritise the workload to meet deadlines for 
themselves and others. 

Closing date for applications: 12 noon on Friday 4th September 2020 
For a full role description and an application pack, please visit: https://
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/news/vacancies/ 
For any queries please contact the HR team: HR@1dioceseofsalford.org.uk  

PRAYER REQUESTS                                   
Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 
The sick: Bridget, Sara, Cham, Tara, Mary, Carole, Phil, Carol, Sarah, 
John, Vincent de Paul, Alan and Mary, Molly, Brenda, Anne, Patrick 
(age 7), David, Peter, Kevin, Helen, Lynn, Pam and Derek, Pauline, 
Shannon, John, Chris, Ann, Patrick, Sister Jenny, Clifford, Mrs Wood, 
Frances, Marian, Bridget, Iris, Pauline, Sharon, Fr Mullin, John, Joan, 
Paul, Peter, Maureen, Pat, Patrick, David, Sister Maureen, Yvonne, 
Terry, Betty, Betty, Kathleen, Colette, Stanley, Win, Catherine, 
James, Alan, Betty, Evelyn, Elizabeth, Anne, Mary, Joan, Amanda, 
Pat, Billy, David, Evie, Mary, Chamari, Sheila, Monica, Clare, John, 
Eileen, Kathleen, Joyce, Margaret, Christine, Jean, Margaret, Debo-
rah, Patrick, Fr Connelly, Jean, Vincent, Maureen, Eleanor, Marga-
ret, Robert, Ken, Catorina, Michaela, Tony, Bernard, Elaine, Ellen, 
Glenes, Sheila, Caroline, Lynne, Joe, Jackie, Gemma, Sheila, Martin, 
Joanne, John, Joan, Janice, Bill, John, Kenneth, Vera, Lilly, Gerald, 
May, Louise, Matthew, Evelyn, Margaret, Anthony, Debbie, Mary, 
Peter, Theresa, Sylvia, Maureen, Johnny, Robin and Steven, Sister 
Alphonsus, Sister Regina, Nijole, Ken, Stephen, Arthur, Kevin. 
Lately Dead: Jack Daly, Michael Dale, Beth Parr, Neville Pitchford, 
Maria Wakuru Hingira, Keith Evans, Paul Maguire, Fr Bernard 
McGarry, Fr Peter Sheahan, Fr Patrick Keary, Frances Hamilton, Ru-
pert Neil, Jimmy Evans. 
Anniversaries: Sheila Hazeldine (9.30am Mass), Harold Yates, Fr 
Michael Ryan (10th Anniversary of his death), Michael Ward (90th 
Birthday Anniversary), Mary Gribbin (Birthday Anniversary), Jessie 
Wilde, Margaret Ryan, Michael Collins, Nellie Tighe, John Tighe, 
Marie Payne, Edward Kelly, Brian Slater. 
Remembrance: Charles, Agnes and Ann Geeney, Mary Kelly, 
Maureen Duffy, Williams family. 
A special mention: for Fr Paul Connelly, on the Silver Jubilee of his 
ordination at St Mary’s Church. 
We also pray: for the people of Lebanon in the aftermath of the 
Beirut explosion, for an end to racism in all its forms, for our schools 
and all our families as the summer holidays continue. We pray for 
world leaders, for God’s guidance and support throughout the Covid
-19 crisis and for all those suffering from the disease, for Sr Annie 
and her projects in Syria, in thanksgiving, for the housebound and 
those in hospital, nursing and residential homes, for NHS and Care 
Home workers and for a number of special intentions.  

Services usually held at: Holy Cross, Patricroft and St Mary’s, Eccles 
Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricroft, M30 8QD 

https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/documents/Look23August2020ps.pdf
https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/news/vacancies/
https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/news/vacancies/


                               PARISH CONTACT DETAILS  (Please note that email addresses below can NOT be clicked as links) 
Parish Priest:  Fr Martin A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     martin.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 
Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Facebook: @ourparishcommunity 
Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other times 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Halls Hire:  Enquiries after reopening to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839  
 Email:  hall1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 

Stay with us, Lord, on our Journey 

CURRENT SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  5.00pm at Holy Cross 
Sunday Morning:   9.30am at St Mary’s 
    11.30am at St Mary’s 

Children’s Liturgies are currently suspended 
Refreshments after Masses are also currently suspended 

Weekdays:   See Weekday Calendar below 
Holydays:    As announced beforehand 

Holy Cross RC Church  
370 Liverpool Road  
Patricroft   
M30 8QD   

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Katrina Foster/Tara Higgins/Ged Dale 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Mary’s:     0161 789 4532 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
    Confessions are currently only available 

by prior arrangement 
and out of doors as Fr Martin cannot meet you face to face 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptism. 

Please telephone or email Fr Martin or Sr Jenny 

THE GOD WHO SPEAKS THROUGH CREATION 
...an online talk arranged by the diocesan Department for  
Formation to be given by Sr. Margaret Atkins, CRSA, this 
Wednesday (26th August) at 7pm. The talk will be delivered 
via Zoom as part of the series “The God who Speaks” which 
was to be hosted at the Hidden Gem but postponed due to 
the pandemic. The diocese hopes this will lead to a  
resumption of some of the other planned evenings. If you 
are interested, please contact the parish office, see the post 
on our Facebook page or click HERE for a direct link to the 
Diocesan website. (Sister Margaret is a Canoness of St  
Augustine in the community at Boarbank Hall, Cumbria. She 
is a lecturer and author in Theology with special interest, 
amongst other things, in the ethics of the environment). 

COLLECTION AND PARISH DONATIONS 
Always recognising that for many people the coronavirus 
crisis has caused its own financial difficulties, and not  
wishing to pressure anyone for money, we have now been 
able to make it easier for those who wish to support the 
parish online using a new “DONATE” button on the  
homepage of our website. It can be used for one-off  
donations or to set up weekly or monthly payments, with 
Gift Aid also facilitated. (For your information, last week’s 
collection amounted to £541.90. Thank you). 

              22nd/23rd August 2020  
This week we pray for: the parishioners of  
St. Winifred, Heaton Mersey, and Mgr Michael Quinlan, 
their parish priest. We pray for their parish primary 
school and Stella Maris school and for the Sisters of  
Charity of St. Paul. 

St Mary’s RC Church 
Oxford Street 
Eccles 
M30 0LU 

BAPTISMS 
The new application form for Baptism can now be accessed 
from the Baptism page of our website. It will continue to 
take time to contact all those who have been waiting since 
before the pandemic began, but progress is being made and 
we would ask, please, that you bear with us. Thank you. 

PARISH LENTEN CHALLENGE 
Thank you to those who responded so generously to the 
email received from Sr Annie in Syria—our collection for her 
work has now risen greatly to £1,602.08. We will give one 
more week for any further donations to reach us in the  
office at Holy Cross, and then close the collection and send 
the final total to her. Envelopes can simply be marked with 
“Lenten challenge” or Sr Annie’s name. 

Calendar for This Week — Church opening marked in Red 
We stream all weekday Masses on our Facebook Live page, on YouTube Live and directly on our new Live webpage 
Monday: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross open to the public. (No private prayer opening today) 
Tuesday: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross open to the public. Holy Cross Church also open for private prayer from 4.30-6.00pm 
Wednesday: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross open to the public. (No private prayer opening today) 
Thursday: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross open to the public. St Mary’s Church also open for private prayer from 4.30-6.00pm 
Friday: 7.00pm Mass at Holy Cross open to the public. Holy Cross Church also open for private prayer from 6.00-7.00pm 
Saturday (daytime) We will stream 11.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament followed by 12 noon Mass 
Saturday (evening): 5.00pm Vigil Mass at Holy Cross open to the public, also livestreamed, with a higher quality video of 
 the recording available on our YouTube channel, and on the Live page of our website from 9.00am Sunday morning. 
Sunday Morning: 9.30am and 11.30am Masses at St Mary’s open to the public. 

Please note that we cannot livestream Services from St Mary’s, as there is no internet connection there. 
This is why our daily Masses are all at Holy Cross, as most of our congregation is still worshipping online.  

https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/the-god-who-speaks-about-creation/?fbclid=IwAR2Ny50ZFNb6a9tZWrQAYYhaZg26TDEFCEyuO_-eGm1oYz4crZ_JlbxuGnY
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/sacraments/baptism
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/live_videos/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRbsD6B1cg7beD8NWwaCOLg/videos?view=2&flow=grid
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/live
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRbsD6B1cg7beD8NWwaCOLg
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/live


 

  


