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TAKING UP OUR CROSS 
“Why should I lose my job, when I have always been so  
conscientious and none of this Covid-19 crisis has been my 
fault?” “Why should I face the embarrassment of turning to 
foodbanks for help, when I’ve always tried so hard to be 
generous with everything I had?” “Why should my health fail 
me when my family depends on my support?” “Why should I 
have to face losing my independence in old age, when I did 
so much for others when I was young?” “What have I done 
to deserve to see my sick child die before me?” “Why do so 
many worse people than I seem to have everything go their 
own way?” “I've always prayed, I’ve always gone to Church, 
I’ve tried to be a good Christian, haven't I? What good's it all 
been? Really?” 

There could be a thousand more scenarios we have 
heard of, or even faced ourselves, where we might have 
thought God should have treated us better – or at least 
made it clear that our praying, our Mass-going, our service 
to others, our alms-giving has been worthwhile. Any  
number of questions too about why the Covid-19 pandemic 
was allowed to happen. So many reasons to become bitter, 
and take it all out on everyone else. 

If only we could truly take to heart the words of today's 
Gospel! "If anyone wants to be a follower of mine, let him 
renounce  himself  and  take  up  his  cross  and  follow  me." 

Then we might know, as we ask: "Where is God in all these 
troubles," that the answer is simple: In the person of Christ, 
he walks just a few steps in front, carrying his cross to a 
death he never deserved. 

We cannot expect to be judged on the way we celebrate 
our successes, or gain our wealth. Our status in life means 
nothing if we move smoothly from one comfort to another 
and show only the kindness and generosity we have to spare. 
We cannot expect our Christianity to make life easy for us, or 
expect to be treated better than anyone else. If this were all 
it meant, we would surely deserve to hear those words of 
Jesus quoted to us each Lent: "You have had your reward." 
We must, in truth, be judged on the way in which we carry, 
and take ownership, of our portion of the Cross of Christ. 

So then, are we ready, without reservation, to accept and 
embrace the glorious Cross of our salvation? Are we ready to 
persevere in doing good without any reward or recognition, 
with no other reason than that it is the right thing to do? Are 
we ready, when things go wrong, instead of asking: “Why 
me?” to thank God for giving us a share in Christ’s sufferings? 

Let us pray for the Grace to be true Christians. Then,  
together, we can celebrate the love of God, confident that 
his love will always have the last word, and that one day it 
will turn all things—even the current pandemic—to good.  

TUESDAY MORNING MASS (1st September) 
Due to circumstances beyond Fr Martin’s control, it will not 
be possible to hold a public Mass this week on Tuesday but 
we hope, with the benefit of technology, to be able to 
stream the Mass at 10.00am as usual on Facebook and 
YouTube, (though it will have been recorded beforehand on 
this occasion). 

PIETY SHOPS 
As we approach the time when many of you would be seek-
ing Christmas cards etc from our piety shops, it sadly  
remains necessary that they stay closed. The virus can too 
readily be transmitted through people gathering, and 
through the handling of goods and cash. We will recommend 
some online suppliers over the next couple of weeks. 

NUMBERS at SATURDAY & SUNDAY MASSES 
It has been good to see the steady increase in numbers  
attending our Masses, but we are continuing to approach 
the limits for safe social distancing (especially at the 9.30am 
Mass at St Mary’s). If this safe limit is reached, please  
understand that we will need to place “Church Full” signs at 
the doors and will not be able to allow more people in. 
Whilst we understand that this will cause some distress, the 
need for safety must override all other considerations at this 
time. One way to reduce the likelihood of this happening 
will be for families/bubble groups who intend coming to 
Mass to ensure that they come together, to the same Mass. 
This way you can all sit together on one bench and many 
more can safely be accommodated in the church. Thank you 
for your understanding in these difficult times. 

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY SHEET 
This week’s “Look” leaflet for your children can be found 
HERE. 

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS DINNER 
Veronica has kindly managed to set up the parish Christmas 
Dinner for 8th December, but with very strict guidelines at the 
venue it will be necessary to book early. Please contact the 
parish office to request contact details for Veronica. 

PRAYER REQUESTS                                   
Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 
The sick: Bridget, Sara, Cham, Tara, Mary, Carole, Phil, Carol, 
Sarah, John (heart surgery today, Sunday), Vincent de Paul, Alan 
and Mary, Molly, Anne, Patrick (age 7), David, Peter, Kevin, Hel-
en, Lynn, Pam and Derek, Pauline, Shannon, John, Chris, Ann, 
Patrick, Sister Jenny, Clifford, Mrs Wood, Frances, Marian, Brid-
get, Iris, Pauline, Sharon, Fr Mullin, John, Joan, Paul, Peter, 
Maureen, Pat, Patrick, David, Sister Maureen, Yvonne, Terry, 
Betty, Betty, Kathleen, Colette, Stanley, Win, Catherine, James, 
Alan, Betty, Evelyn, Elizabeth, Anne, Mary, Joan, Amanda, Pat, 
Billy, David, Evie, Mary, Chamari, Sheila, Monica, Clare, John, 
Eileen, Kathleen, Joyce, Margaret, Christine, Jean, Margaret, Deb-
orah, Patrick, Fr Connelly, Jean, Vincent, Maureen, Eleanor, Mar-
garet, Robert, Ken, Catorina, Michaela, Tony, Bernard, Elaine, 
Ellen, Glenes, Sheila, Caroline, Lynne, Joe, Jackie, Gemma, Sheila, 
Martin, Joanne, John, Joan, Janice, Bill, John, Kenneth, Vera, Lilly, 
Gerald, May, Louise, Matthew, Evelyn, Margaret, Anthony, Deb-
bie, Mary, Peter, Theresa, Sylvia, Maureen, Johnny, Robin and 
Steven, Sister Alphonsus, Sister Regina, Nijole, Ken, Stephen, 
Arthur, Kevin. 
Lately Dead: Brenda Boardman, Keith Bearne, Jack Daly, Michael 
Dale, Beth Parr. 
Anniversaries: Martin Platt, Josie Delaney, Mary Smith, Sheila 
Hazeldine, Harold Yates, Fr Michael Ryan (10th Anniversary of his 
death), Michael Ward (90th Birthday Anniversary), Mary Gribbin 
(Birthday Anniversary), Jessie Wilde, Margaret Ryan, Michael 
Collins. 
Remembrance: Brian Platt, Sean Fanning, Lavin family. 
We also pray: for the people of Lebanon in the aftermath of the 
Beirut explosion, for world peace, for an end to racism in all its 
forms and  for our schools as they now reopen. We pray for 
world leaders, for God’s guidance and support throughout the 
Covid-19 crisis and for all those suffering from the disease, for Sr 
Annie and her projects in Syria, in thanksgiving, for the house-
bound and those in hospital, nursing and residential homes, for 
NHS and Care Home workers and for a number of special  
intentions.  

Services usually held at: Holy Cross, Patricroft and St Mary’s, Eccles 
Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricroft, M30 8QD 

https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/documents/Look30August2020ps.pdf


                               PARISH CONTACT DETAILS  (Please note that email addresses below can NOT be clicked as links) 
Parish Priest:  Fr Martin A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     martin.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 
Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Facebook: @ourparishcommunity 
Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other times 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Halls Hire:  Enquiries after reopening to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839  
 Email:  hall1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 

Stay with us, Lord, on our Journey 

CURRENT SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  5.00pm at Holy Cross 
Sunday Morning:   9.30am at St Mary’s 
    11.30am at St Mary’s 

Children’s Liturgies are currently suspended 
Refreshments after Masses are also currently suspended 

Weekdays:   See Weekday Calendar below 
Holydays:    As announced beforehand 

Holy Cross RC Church  
370 Liverpool Road  
Patricroft   
M30 8QD   

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Katrina Foster/Tara Higgins/Ged Dale 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Mary’s:     0161 789 4532 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
    Confessions are currently only available 

by prior arrangement 
and out of doors as Fr Martin cannot meet you face to face 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptism. 

Please telephone or email Fr Martin or Sr Jenny 

PARISH LENTEN CHALLENGE 
Thank you for your most generous response to the call of 
our Lenten challenge (originally curtailed by the coronavirus 
pandemic and lockdown) for support to Sr Annie in Syria—
our collection for her work has raised a wonderful total of 
£1,710.08. The collection is now closed, and we will send 
the final sum to Sr Annie who will, we know, put it to very 
good use. Thank you all once again. 

BAPTISMS 
The new application form for Baptism can now be accessed 
from the Baptism page of our website. It will continue to 
take time to contact all those who have been waiting since 
before the pandemic began, but progress is being made and 
we would ask, please, that you bear with us. Thank you. 

COLLECTION and PARISH DONATIONS 
Always recognising that for many people the coronavirus 
crisis has caused its own financial difficulties, and not  
wishing to pressure anyone for money, we have now been 
able to make it easier for those who wish to support the 
parish online using a new “DONATE” button on the  
homepage of our website. It can be used for one-off  
donations or to set up weekly or monthly payments, with 
Gift Aid also facilitated. (For your information, last week’s 
collection in church amounted to £643.41. Thank you). 

              29th/30th August 2020  
This week we pray for: the parishioners of  
the Sacred Heart and St. Francis, Gorton, and for Fr. Kevin 
Murphy. We pray for the parish primary schools and for 
the Franciscan Missionaries of St. Joseph. 

St Mary’s RC Church 
Oxford Street 
Eccles 
M30 0LU 

BRENDA BOARDMAN 
We are sorry to announce the death on Saturday of Brenda, 
wife of Paul who served both of our former parishes—Holy 
Cross, St Matthew and St Gilbert and St Mary’s—faithfully as 
parish secretary for many years. Please keep her, Paul and 
all the family in your prayers. 

PRAYER REQUEST 
John, our organist, is undergoing major heart surgery today 
(Sunday). Please join us in prayer that everything goes well. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
…to Lucy, Steven, Julie, Zoe and Shorai from last year’s RCIA 
Group who would have been received into the Church at 
the Easter Vigil, and who have now received the Sacraments  
during the past week to become full members of our Catholic 
Christian family. We also congratulate Asher, Ella-Rose, Olivia-
Grace, Liam and Maya who were baptised this week having 
had their baptisms previously delayed because of the  
pandemic. Please keep them all in your prayers. 

Calendar for This Week — Church opening marked in Red 
We stream all weekday Masses on our Facebook Live page, on YouTube Live and directly on our new Live webpage 
Monday: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross open to the public. (No private prayer opening today) 
Tuesday: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross streamed privately today. Holy Cross Church open for private prayer from 6.00-7.00pm 
Wednesday: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross open to the public. (No private prayer opening today) 
Thursday: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross open to the public. St Mary’s Church also open for private prayer from 4.30-6.00pm 
Friday: 7.00pm Mass at Holy Cross open to the public. Holy Cross Church also open for private prayer from 6.00-7.00pm 
Saturday (daytime) We will stream 11.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament followed by 12 noon Mass 
Saturday (evening): 5.00pm Vigil Mass at Holy Cross open to the public, also livestreamed, with a higher quality video of 
 the recording available on our YouTube channel, and on the Live page of our website from 9.00am Sunday morning. 
Sunday Morning: 9.30am and 11.30am Masses at St Mary’s open to the public. 

Please note that we cannot livestream Services from St Mary’s, as there is no internet connection there. 
This is why our daily Masses are all at Holy Cross, as most of our congregation is still worshipping online.  

https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/sacraments/baptism
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/live_videos/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRbsD6B1cg7beD8NWwaCOLg/videos?view=2&flow=grid
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/live
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRbsD6B1cg7beD8NWwaCOLg
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/live

