
CATHOLIC PARISH OF HOLY CROSS, 

ST MATTHEW AND ST GILBERT, ECCLES 

22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
YEAR B  Morning Prayer Week 2 

Services held at: Holy Cross, Patricro  and St Ma!hew’s, Winton 

Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricro , M30 8QD 

GOD’S LAW IS GOOD 

T he Pharisees in today's Gospel are well a!uned to the idea of 
being seen to follow God's Law. They began with the Ten Com-

mandments and gradually interpreted the Scriptures and added to 
them vast numbers of laws and tradi7ons, preaching them as the 
only way to salva7on. And the be!er they knew their laws, the 
more clearly they could recognise loopholes and find ways to jus7-
fy every lifestyle they might choose for themselves, whilst con-
demning the less learned for their minor mistakes. It is hardly sur-
prising they could find themselves so unpopular with the common 
folk of the day – the people Jesus sought out and supported. 

Throughout history, Laws have been quoted to jus7fy all manner 
of evils, and unscrupulous lawyers have cleverly defended the 
indefensible in such a way that Law and Authority could be viewed 
by many as the very root of evil and oppression. Even the church 
itself has not been immune from falling into such depths of fail-
ure. And yet we all need laws to live by, and laws which are good 
and just build our society and make it life-giving for all people. 

The Gospel of Jesus teaches that there is a God-given law which is 
entirely in keeping with our nature as created beings – it is a natural 
law not dependent upon arbitrary rules but rather giving our human 
nature and our society stability and nurture. This Law was given in 
the form of the Ten Commandments, and all of Jesus' teachings 
reaffirm the truth of these few simple statements. The pharisaic 
'Law of Moses' with all its additional ties served for a time, but Je-
sus's new 'Law of Freedom' strips away all that is unnecessary – and 
effectively reduces the Commandments to just two: love of God and 
love of neighbour – from which all that is given in those Ten Com-
mandments of God flows naturally. If these two alone are held sa-
cred in the depth of our being, the rest will follow without fail. But 
the modern world tells a different ‘truth’ of its own making. 

Can we stand by and be silent as modern Society seeks to replace 
every ves7ge of the Divine with a new enlightenment in which 
science makes us ‘gods’ of our own des7ny and those who disa-
gree are condemned as living in the past, narrow-minded and 
prejudiced? Or can we so live our Chris7an lives in openness and 
love, that we might clearly defend the Law God gave us without 
any judgmentalism and without denouncing any of our fellow hu-
man beings – who are sinners, a er all, no more than we are our-
selves? Christ defeated the hypocrisy of the pharisees by empow-
ering the downtrodden with love. Let us pray for the grace, with 
his help, to use this same gi  of God to heal our world today.  

NEW SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMME 2018-19 
Already the 7me is upon us to begin prepara7ons for the children 
moving into Year 3 (and any older children who are s7ll wai7ng) 
who wish to receive Our Lord for the first 7me in Holy Communion 
next summer. Details can now be accessed on the parish website 
(click on Sacraments > First Holy Communion). The applica7on 
form is now available online. The launch will take the form of 
mee7ngs for parents/carers, which will take place in the first two 
weeks of the new term. Please come along to just one of the 
mee7ngs—if you cannot make it to either of the mee7ngs in the 
schools, then please join us at the evening session at Holy Cross 
Church instead. (Children are not required to a!end these 
mee7ngs). 
Your op'ons are: 
Friday 7th September, 2.45pm at Holy Cross & All Saints’ School  

Tuesday 11th September, 2.45pm at St Gilbert’s School   
Wednesday 12th September, 7.00pm in Holy Cross Church. 
The above dates are all now confirmed. Mee7ngs will last about 
half an hour and, once again, we only ask you to a!end one of 
these. The registra'on form is now available via the First Holy 
Communion page of the parish website. 
Please keep the children and their families in your prayers, and 
con�nue to pray for those who completed this journey last sum-
mer. If you know of anyone outside of our schools who may be 
seeking the Sacraments this year, please let them know. 

ALTAR SERVER TRAINING 
We will begin training sessions, for those children who have com-
pleted the Sacramental Programme and who would like to serve 
at the Altar, a er all Masses next weekend (8th/9th September).  

CHURCH CHOIR REHEARSALS 
As announced recently, we are looking to begin regular choir re-
hearsals at Holy Cross Church. These will begin on Tuesday week 
(11th September) – the 7me will be announced next week. New 
members will be most welcome! 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

 

 
                                   

READERS THIS WEEKEND 
6.30pm:   Mike, Daniel 
9.00am:  Please log in or see list in church  
10.30am:  Sheila, Patricia 

OFFERTORY 
Collec'on: 25th/26th August:   See print version 
  Special CAFOD collection for Kerala: See print version 
  “Whisky Bottle” (building works):  See print version 

PRAYER MEETINGS at St GILBERT’S 
There will be no prayer mee7ngs at St Gilbert’s Presbytery in 
September or October due to unforeseen circumstances. 

RETIRING COLLECTIONS 
This week: SVP monthly collec7on 
Next week: No re7ring collec7on next week 

The “Whisky Bottle” will be left out at the back of Holy 
Cross Church for donations towards the forthcoming alter-
ations/refurbishments. The expected cost will be around 
£100,000 (The increase reflects the actual tenders received) 

• New to the parish? 
• Know someone who is sick or in hospital? 
• Like a visit from the priest? 
• Think the parish may be able to help you, or you us, in any way? 
 Please speak to Fr Mar7n, a er Mass or at any convenient 7me 

Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 
The sick: Melanie, Bernard, Martin and Bridget and family, 
Margaret, Elaine, Ellen, Alec, Glenes, Mary, Stephen, Sheila, 
Sr Cecily, Caroline, Lynne, Joe, David, Angela, Jackie, Christo-
pher and Clifford, Mary, Gemma, Rosa, John, Sheila, Martin, 
Joanne, Desmond, John, Joan, Janice, Bill, Harvey, Marie, 
John, Martin, Kenneth, Vera, Lilly, Dennis and Gerald, May, 
Louise, Peggy, Matthew, Evelyn, Margaret, Anthony, Debbie, 
Mary, Peter, Theresa, Sylvia, Martin, Mavis, Maureen, John-
ny, Robin and Steven, Vanessa, Lyndsay, Stephen, Bernard, 
Jack and Joan, Kevin. 
Lately Dead: Ronnie MacPherson, Kevin Royal, Ida Darling-
ton, Eric McAvoy, Dymphna Byrne (Fr Dermot Byrne’s moth-
er). 
Anniversaries: Gilbert Bailey, Martin Platt, Florence Yates, 
Edna Smith, Mary Smith, Josephine Delaney, Jessie Wilde, Fr 
Michael Ryan. 
Remembrance: Charles, Agnes and Ann Geeney, Marie 
Payne, Patrick Comey. 
We also pray: in thanksgiving, for all families away on holi-
day, for world peace, for the people of Southern Cameroon, 
for Bishop John and the restructuring of our diocese, for the 
housebound and those in hospital, nursing and residential 
homes, and for a  number of special intentions. 



PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 
Parish Priest:  Fr Mar7n A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     mar7n.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 

Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other 7mes 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Community Hall:  Enquiries to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
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MASS TIMES 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  6.30pm at Holy Cross 

Sunday Morning:   9.00am at St Ma!hew’s 
    10.30am at Holy Cross 

(with Children's Liturgy throughout the academic year) 

Tea and Coffee are served after both morning Masses 

Weekdays:   See Weekday Calendar below 

Holydays:    10.00am at Holy Cross 
    7.00pm at St Ma!hew’s 

Holy Cross RC Church   St Ma@hew’s RC Church 
Liverpool Road    Worsley Road 
Patricro      Winton 
Eccles      Eccles 
M30 8QD     M30 8BL 

Parish Safeguarding Reps:   Katrina Foster/Tara Higgins 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300  

          WEEKDAY CALENDAR (Week beginning Monday 3rd September) 

Monday:   9.00am Morning Prayer at Holy Cross followed by 9.15am Eucharis'c Service (Fr Mar�n will be at St Patrick’s) 
Tuesday:   9.00am Morning Prayer at St Ma@hew’s followed by 9.15am Mass 
Wednesday:   9.30am Exposi'on of the Blessed Sacrament at Holy Cross and All Saints’ School followed by 9.45am Mass  
   6.30pm Churches Together in Eccles AGM at Eccles Congrega7onal Church. All our parish reps are invited 
Thursday:   9.00am Morning Prayer at St Ma@hew’s followed by 9.15am Mass 
Friday:   6.30pm Exposi'on of the Blessed Sacrament at Holy Cross followed by 7pm Mass and Divine Mercy 
   2.45pm First of three Sacramental Programme Introductory Mee7ngs for Parents, at Holy Cross and All Saints’ School 
Saturday (day): 12 noon Mass for the Sick at St Ma@hew’s with refreshments served a erwards

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Friday: 6.30-6.50pm at Holy Cross 

Saturday:  11.00-11.50am at St Ma!hew’s and 
6.00-6.20pm at Holy Cross 

(or at any reasonable time on request) 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptisms. 

Please speak to Fr Martin or Sr Jenny after Mass 

ADOREMUS—EUCHARISTIC CONFERENCE 
In prepara7on for Adoremus Eucharis7c Congress-Pilgrimage, the 
Deanery Of St. John the Evangelist, Salford, is hos7ng ‘Countdown 
to Adoremus’. Various churches throughout the deanery will be 
hos7ng devo7ons in the lead up to this na7onal event. Please see 
poster for details of the remaining prepara7ons.  

OBERAMMERGAU 2020 
Following the mee7ng last Tuesday, we are pleased to announce 
that, as sufficient interest has been shown, the planned pilgrimage 
to the world-renowned Passion Play in 2020 will now be going 
ahead. If anyone who could not a!end the mee7ng would like to 
join the group, please speak to Fr Mar7n or Anne-Marie Horrocks 
as soon as possible. (Details are available on the “Current” board 
at the back of church). 

ANNUAL PARISH MASS FOR THE SICK 
Volunteers are sought to help bring people to the Mass next Sat-
urday (8th September). If you can help, please contact Bob via the 
parish office by Tuesday (4th September). Thank you. 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
• Sunday 14th October, 5-8pm. Charity show for Francis House 

by Jimmy Cricket at Holy Cross Community Hall. Tickets availa-
ble now at £10 including refreshments. 

• Saturday 17th November, 7-11pm, concert with “Pon7ac” at 
Patricro  Conserva7ve Club in support of the running of our 
parish minibus. (Our thanks to the Royal Antediluvian Order of 
Buffaloes). Tickets now available at £6 each. 

• Thursday 6th December, 12noon-3pm, Christmas Dinner at 
Boysnope Restaurant (now “The Clubhouse”). Tickets £16 (as 
last year). More details at a later date. 

Lists are now available at the back of church for you to sign up. 

ANNUAL ROSARY and HYMNS 
This annual event at Pla! Fields, Manchester with gospel singer 
Tom McCourt will take place next Saturday (8th September) at 
3.00pm. Free ice cream! See poster for more details. 

            1st/2nd September 2018   
This week our Diocese prays for the  
people of the parishes of: 
• SS Aidan and Oswald, Royton, with Fr Doyle.  
• Our Lady of Dolours, Kersal, with Fr. Coyne and the Servite 

Friars. 
• Their parish schools, the Faithful Companions of Jesus and 

the Sisters and residents at Nazareth House. 
Let us pray that we will always live  

in the presence of the Lord. 

RCIA 
This programme, (the “Rite of Chris7an Ini7a7on of Adults”), is for 
adults who wish to be bap7sed in the Catholic Church and for 
those who want to learn more about their Faith. It will begin in 
October 2018. If you wish to join the programme, please see Fr 
Mar7n before the end of September to register. 

BUILDING PROJECT AT HOLY CROSS 
Contractors have now been appointed, and works should begin in 
about a fortnight’s 7me. Whilst much of this is to sa7sfy regula-
7ons for accessibility (and health and safety), the real benefits will 
be felt by all. We would, of course, be grateful for any assistance 
towards the cost, which stands in the region of £100,000. 

PARISH COMMITTEES 
The first meeting for the new “Hope in the Future” Committee 
(incorporating the Pastoral, Social Outreach and existing Hope in the 
Future Committees) is scheduled for Thursday 11th October, 7pm in 
the Parish Meeting Room at Holy Cross. We will be speaking to vol-
unteers this weekend to prepare for the launch of the new Social 
Committee—if you would like to be involved and have not already 
done so, please speak to Sister Jenny or Fr Martin. Thank you. 

JOB VACANCY at St GILBERT’S SCHOOL 
A Welfare Assistant is sought, 7.5 hours per week, term 7me only, 
from September. Please contact the school on 5th September for 
an applica7on form. (Contact details below). 


