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GOD’S LAW IS GOOD 

T he Pharisees in today's Gospel are well attuned to the idea of 
being seen to follow God's Law. They began with the Ten  

Commandments and gradually interpreted the Scriptures and  
added to them vast numbers of laws and traditions, preaching 
them as the only way to salvation. And the better they knew their 
laws, the more clearly they could recognise loopholes and find 
ways to justify every lifestyle they might choose for themselves, 
whilst condemning the less learned for their minor mistakes. It is 
hardly surprising they could find themselves so unpopular with the 
common folk of the day—the people Jesus sought out and supported. 
Throughout history, Laws have been quoted to justify all manner of 
evils, and unscrupulous lawyers have cleverly defended the  
indefensible in such a way that Law and Authority could be viewed 
by many as the very root of evil and oppression. Even the church 
itself has not been immune from falling into such depths of failure. 
And yet we all need laws to live by, and laws which are good and 
just build our society and make it life-giving for all people. 
The Gospel of Jesus teaches that there is a God-given law which is 
entirely in keeping with our nature as created beings—it is a natural 
law not dependent upon arbitrary rules but rather giving our  

human nature and our society stability and the freedom to be  
fruitful in all that is good. This Law was given in the form of the Ten 
Commandments, and all of Jesus' teachings reaffirm the truth of 
these few simple statements. The pharisaic 'Law of Moses' with all 
its additional ties served for a time, but Jesus's new 'Law of  
Freedom' strips away all that is unnecessary—and effectively  
reduces the Commandments to just two: love of God and love of 
neighbour. From these, all that is given in those Ten  
Commandments of God flow naturally. But the modern world tells 
a different ‘truth’ of its own making. 
Can we stand by and be silent as modern Society seeks to replace 
every vestige of the Divine with a new enlightenment in which  
science makes us ‘gods’ of our own destiny and those who disagree 
are silenced, “cancelled”  or at least condemned as living in the 
past, narrow-minded and prejudiced? Or, can we so live our  
Christian lives in openness and love, that we might clearly defend 
the Law God gave us without any judgmentalism and without  
denouncing any of our fellow human beings—who are sinners, 
after all, no more than we are ourselves? Christ defeated the  
hypocrisy of the pharisees by empowering the downtrodden with 
love. Let us pray for the grace, with his help, to use this same gift of 
God to heal our world today. 

URGENT CARITAS APPEAL 
As the principal domestic social action agency of the diocese, 
Caritas Salford is playing a very active role in supporting Afghan 
nationals who have been evacuated to our diocese. In addition 
to its existing commitments to refugees and asylum seekers, the 
charity is working closely with Greater Manchester Combined 
Authority, and in collaboration with other local and national 
agencies, to do all it can to make the most difference. This  
includes collecting and providing emergency essentials, such as: 
• Aptimil 200ml made up bottles please (This is a specific ask) 
• Nappies size 2 and 3 
• Pull-up nappies size 6 and 7 
• Nappy sacks for disposal 
• Nappy cream (Sudocreme or similar) 
• Sanitary products 
• Tennan lady pants 
• Blankets – babies and all ages 
• Socks 
• Slippers 
• Paper / crayons and similar toys for children 
• Shoes 

*** This list was updated by Caritas on 26/8/21 at 17:00 *** 
Please help their staff by only donating products that can be 
used immediately by those in need.  If you can, please label 
clothes prominently with the size of the garment.  
Our nearest drop-off point is St Sebastian’s Community Centre,  
1, Douglas Green, Salford M6 6ES (open Monday–Friday, 8am–
1:30pm), but items dropped off at our churches or at Holy 
Cross Presbytery will also be forwarded. 
To find out more about donating and other ways to help, please visit  
https://www.caritassalford.org.uk/afghanistan-appeal-2021/  

RECLAIM OUR COMMON HOME 
CAFOD invites you to take action ahead of the November UN 
‘COP26’ climate talks in Glasgow, to appeal for real action to protect 
our common home. PLEASE TAKE A CARD at the end of Mass to 
sign a petition urging the Prime Minister to put the people most 
affected by the crisis—those who have done least to contribute to 
the problem—at the heart of the talks. 
ALSO: we are seeking volunteers to attend a special short Service at 
Salford Cathedral THIS FRIDAY (3rd September) from 1.30-2.00pm. 
We ask that, if possible, you take your signed petition card with you 
on the day. Numbers are not restricted, but it would assist us if you 
could leave a message at our parish office to say you are going. 
Why is CAFOD so involved? Please see their frequently asked  
questions at https://cafod.org.uk/Campaign/Climate/Climate-
change-FAQs to understand the issues, and to see how the 
poorest in our world are also the most affected by the crisis. 

PRAYER REQUESTS                                   
Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 
The sick: Irene, Shane, Sidney, Margaret, Carole, Marjorie, 
Geoff, Anne, Paulina, Agnes, Alan, Margaret, Edward, Peter, 
Ann, Paul, Allan, Keith, Gwyneth, Joan, Karen, Kenneth, Patrick, 
Kathleen, Pat, Doreen, Helen, Shirley, Bridget, Sara, Tara, Mary, 
Carole, Phil, Carol, Sarah, Alan and Mary, Molly, Anne, Patrick, 
David, Peter, Kevin, Helen, Lynn, Pam and Derek, Pauline, Shan-
non, John, Chris, Ann, Patrick, Clifford, Mrs Wood, Frances, 
Marian, Bridget, Iris, Pauline, Sharon, Fr Mullin, John, Joan, 
Paul, Peter, Maureen, Pat, Patrick, David, Sister Maureen, 
Yvonne, Terry, Betty, Betty, Kathleen, Colette, Stanley, Win, 
Catherine, James, Alan, Betty, Evelyn, Elizabeth, Anne, Mary, 
Joan, Amanda, Pat, Billy, David, Evie, Mary, Chamari, Sheila, 
Monica, Clare, John, Eileen, Kathleen, Joyce, Margaret, Chris-
tine, Jean, Margaret, Deborah, Patrick, Fr Connelly, Jean, Vin-
cent, Maureen, Eleanor, Margaret, Robert, Ken, Catorina, 
Michaela, Tony, Elaine, Ellen, Glenes, Sheila, Caroline, Lynne, 
Joe, Jackie, Gemma, Sheila, Martin, Joanne, John, Joan, Janice, 
Bill, John, Kenneth, Vera, Lilly, Gerald, May, Louise, Matthew, 
Evelyn, Margaret, Anthony, Debbie, Mary, Peter, Theresa, Syl-
via, Maureen, Johnny, Robin and Steven, Sister Regina, Nicola, 
Paul, Nijole, Ken, Stephen, Mildred. 
Lately Dead: Clifford Stubbs, Anne Leather, Trevor Holland, 
John Richardson, Sr Francine Clough FMSJ, Paddy Kelly, Gaynor 
Pugh, Jill Tibbits, Patricia McGlauchlin, Carol Schofield, Colin 
Heywood, Joan Hamilton, Lily McNamara. 
Anniversaries: Brenda Boardman (First Anniversary—Sunday’s 
11.15am Mass), Mary Smith, Sheila Hazeldine, Fr Michael Ryan, 
Mike Collins, Maura McLernon (Birthday Anniversary), Kath-
leen Tuite (Birthday Anniversary), Lily Molloy, Jessie Wilde, 
Harold Yates, Aliason Dapato, Thomas Roddy, Marie Payne, 
Jack Fagan (100th Birthday Anniversary), Margaret Mary O’Re-
gan, James O’Regan. 
Remembrance: Charles, Agnes and Ann Geeney. 
We also pray: for the people of Afghanistan, for peace all 
around the world, for relief in Haiti and in so many humanitari-
an crises, and for an end to racism in all its forms. We pray for 
the Syro-Malabar community, for each of our schools, and for 
our Sacramental programme families. We pray for all world 
leaders, for God’s guidance and support throughout the Covid-
19 crisis and for all those suffering from the disease, for the 
housebound and those in hospital, nursing and residential 
homes, for NHS and Care Home workers and for a number of 
special intentions.  

Services usually held at: Holy Cross, Patricroft and St Mary’s, Eccles 
Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricroft, M30 8QD 

https://www.caritassalford.org.uk/afghanistan-appeal-2021/
https://cafod.org.uk/Campaign/Climate/Climate-change-FAQs
https://cafod.org.uk/Campaign/Climate/Climate-change-FAQs


                               PARISH CONTACT DETAILS  (Please note that email addresses below can NOT be clicked as links) 
Parish Priest:  Fr Martin A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     martin.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 
Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Facebook: @ourparishcommunity 
Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other times 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Halls Hire:  Enquiries to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839  
 Email:  hall1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 

Stay with us, Lord, on our Journey 

CURRENT SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  6.00pm at Holy Cross 
Sunday Morning:   9.30am at St Mary’s 
    11.15am at Holy Cross 

Children’s Liturgies are currently suspended 
Refreshments after Masses are also currently suspended 

Weekdays:   See Calendar below 
Holydays:    As announced beforehand 

Holy Cross RC Church  
370 Liverpool Road  
Patricroft   
M30 8QD   

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Tara Higgins/Ged Dale 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Mary’s:     0161 789 4532 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Confessions now available from 11.10-11.45am on Saturdays 

in the Sacristy at St Mary’s (not the Confessional). 
Please be guided by the stewards 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptism. 

Please refer to the website for further information 

CAFOD RESPONSE TO EMERGENCIES 
CAFOD is also currently responding to multiple emergencies. See our 
Facebook Post for more details. If you would like to donate in  
support of their work, contributions placed in marked envelopes 
and left in the collection baskets will be forwarded to them. 

To mark this 60th Anniversary year of the opening of what is 
now our parish church here in the parish of St John Paul II, 
Eccles, we are proposing a celebration across the parish on 
and around the Feast day of the Exaltation of the Cross, the 
14th September, with Mass at 6.30pm on the day at Holy 
Cross, and a further celebration at St Mary’s Hall after the 
following Sunday Masses on September 19th. We are also 
hoping to involve our schools in these celebrations. Let our 
celebrations not just be for “Holy Cross” on this  
jubilee, but for the whole of this great community! 
A Special Jubilee Collection has been planned by the Hope 
in the Future Committee to raise money for some new  
vestments for Holy Cross and St Mary’s Churches. If you 
would like to donate to this collection, please place an enve-
lope labelled “Jubilee Collection” in one of the baskets at the 
back of church. We will keep this collection open for the 
next few weeks. Thank you! 

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY SHEET etc 
This week’s “Look” leaflet for your children can be found 
HERE and the “Lord’s Day at Home” sheet to accompany 
Sunday’s online Mass can be viewed and downloaded HERE. 

CYCLE of PRAYER 
This week we pray, throughout the Diocese,  
for the people of the parish of St John Fisher, Kearsley, for 
Fr Bryan Cunningham and the Schoenstatt Fathers, and for 
the work of the Schoenstatt Shrine. May they faithfully 
listen to God’s saving Word and submit to it.  

St Mary’s RC Church 
Oxford Street 
Eccles 
M30 0LU 

Calendar for This Week—Church Opening in Red 
        Saturday 28th Aug: 6.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Vigil Mass for Sunday) (Livestreamed) 

Sunday 29th:  9.30am Mass at St Mary’s    
   11.15am Mass at Holy Cross 

    Monday 30th: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed 
    Tuesday 31st: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) 
    Wed 1st Sept: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed)  
    Thursday 2nd: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) 
    Friday 3rd:  7.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) following a Holy Hour from 6.00pm  
    Saturday 4th: 12 noon Mass at St Mary’s following a Holy Hour from 11.00am 

6.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Vigil Mass for Sunday) (Livestreamed) 
This Mass will continue to be available on the Sunday Mass page of our website on Sunday and throughout the week, and on 
our Facebook Page. Also, at 6pm (only) it can also be viewed on our YouTube channel. 

BAPTISM GROUP for OLDER CHILDREN 
We are inviting applications from parents of children aged 9-13 
years who would like to prepare to be received into the 
Catholic Church. A new group will begin on Saturday  
September 18th in the parish meeting room at Holy Cross. 
We will also, soon, be inviting applications from adults who 
would like to consider being Baptised/received into the Church. 
Please contact the parish office for more details and to  
register your/your child’s name. 

COLLECTIONS 
Last week’s collection in church totalled £312.95. Thank you 
also to the many people who donate online, via standing order 
or using the contactless device at Holy Cross Church, which 
now account for the largest part of our collection (but can only 
be reported on a monthly basis so the weekly figures seem very 
low). For those who prefer to donate in cash, our stewards will 
begin holding the baskets by the doors of the churches. If you 
donate by other means, please do not feel obliged to put cash 
in the baskets as well. Thank you for your generosity. 

https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/posts/363647898638604
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/documents/Look29Aug2021ps.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/76e219dab8653b775ba8aac4c/files/eefcac0e-c7fc-8d5c-1b99-14707b93982f/LDAH_Ordinary_22B_2021.pdf
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/live/last-sunday-s-mass
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRbsD6B1cg7beD8NWwaCOLg

