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CONFRONTING OUR OPPONENTS 

T he message of today's Gospel is not an easy one. The 
setting is the real world of human relationships—St 

Matthew is addressing the people of the early Church as 
they find themselves arguing and getting into all sorts of 
disputes with one another, and he uses a particular teaching 
of Jesus to make his point. But then, as now, common  
practice was a very different story so, as Christians, we need 
to think carefully about where we stand. We must guard 
against challenging our opponents in a way that belittles 
them to our advantage, and seek instead to correct and to 
guide, always with a view to lifting them closer to God. 

The first part of Jesus's message makes simple sense. It is 
right that we should challenge someone who hurts or 
offends us or someone dear to us. Challenging is not about 
refusing to forgive, but it will often be an essential part of 
that forgiveness. If we do not challenge, our feelings of anger 
quickly grow into bitterness, and ultimately our love will die. 
And, if we truly believe that the love within us is the presence 
of God, this prospect should not bear thinking about. 

But how do we challenge? Society says we seek compensation 
for ourselves. We pursue the public condemnation of our 
opponent, and presume we will then feel better with money 
in our pockets. We even imagine this to be right when our 
opponent meant no harm—an accident or mistake we might 
so easily have made ourselves. But God's way is different. 

Our real aim should be for reconciliation—the triumph of 
love over bitterness. We challenge, so that the hurt may be 
healed, in both of us. We do not seek public humiliation, 
even if our first challenge fails. Then, according to the Gospel, 
we should involve two or three others, still trying to make 
mutual peace. Only if this too fails, does the wider commu-
nity become involved—and all of this to help our opponent 
see the error of their ways, and be changed for the better. 
So where do we stand? Whose name brings feelings of anger 
or bitterness to the depths of our being? Who can we not 
wish well from our hearts? Let us bring it all to God, in prayer.  

BRENDA BOARDMAN RIP (9th September) 
On Wednesday morning this week, Brenda Boardman’s  
funeral cortège will be passing by Holy Cross Church at just 
after 10.05am. For those who wish we will gather, socially 
distanced, at the roadside to pay our respects, and Mass on 
this day will therefore start later than usual at 10.20am. You 
may also view Brenda’s funeral by clicking HERE and  
logging in with ID: 47335 and Password: rfshzths 

SOME PENDING REVIEWS 
I—Private Prayer Openings 

Thank you to all those who have come along to private  
prayer on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons since the lockdown 
began to be eased back in June. Since public worship started 
again in July, we have seen a decline in attendance as more 
people have felt comfortable gathering at Mass, and we feel 
the time has come to draw these quiet openings to a close. 
This means that this week’s private prayer opening on  
Tuesday, 4.30-6.00pm at Holy Cross and on Thursday, 4.30-
6.00pm at St Mary’s will be the last. (Friday Exposition of 
the Blessed Sacrament, 6.00-7.00pm at Holy Cross before 
evening Mass will continue). This change will reduce the 
pressure on our valued volunteer stewards, who are now 
also being called upon to assist at regular Baptism  
celebrations (normally twice a week) and soon at First  
Communion celebrations as well—more on these next week 
after discussion with our Primary Head Teachers. 

II—Saturday Evening and Sunday Masses 
Whilst we are still a long way from what would have been 
called “normal” in pre-Covid times, it is good to see a steady 
increase in numbers returning to Sunday Mass. The  
rationale behind our current provision has been as follows:  

1. Fr Martin is only allowed to celebrate 3 Masses, and 
maintenance of protocols (and supply priest costs) mean 
that we are not yet ready to bring in another priest to 
add a fourth Mass. 

2. Recording the Saturday evening Mass for those viewing 
at home remains a valuable service for many people, and 
the time involved for Rick in producing this means we 
must still meet at the earlier time of 5.00pm—otherwise 
he would regularly be working on it until after midnight. 

3. With live-streaming being such a significant part of our 
ministry in these Covid times, there is strong reason for 
holding all our weekday Masses at Holy Cross where we 
have this facility. This, in part, was why we decided to 
reinstate both Sunday morning Masses at St Mary’s, with 
a wider gap (ie 11.30 start for the second Mass) to allow 
for the necessary cleaning. The other reason for this was 
the fact that the priest must currently do much more of 
the Mass preparation himself, and the Hope in the Future 
Committee felt it might be easier for Fr Martin if these 
two Masses were held at the same venue.      Continued... 

PRAYER REQUESTS                                   
Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 

The sick: Bridget, Sara, Cham, Tara, Mary, Carole, Phil, Carol, Sarah, 
John (our organist, whose heart surgery last week has gone well), 
Vincent de Paul, Alan and Mary, Molly, Anne, Patrick (age 7), David, 
Peter, Kevin, Helen, Lynn, Pam and Derek, Pauline, Shannon, John, 
Chris, Ann, Patrick, Sister Jenny, Clifford, Mrs Wood, Frances, Mari-
an, Bridget, Iris, Pauline, Sharon, Fr Mullin, John, Joan, Paul, Peter, 
Maureen, Pat, Patrick, David, Sister Maureen, Yvonne, Terry, Betty, 
Betty, Kathleen, Colette, Stanley, Win, Catherine, James, Alan, 
Betty, Evelyn, Elizabeth, Anne, Mary, Joan, Amanda, Pat, Billy, Da-
vid, Evie, Mary, Chamari, Sheila, Monica, Clare, John, Eileen, Kath-
leen, Joyce, Margaret, Christine, Jean, Margaret, Deborah, Patrick, 
Fr Connelly, Jean, Vincent, Maureen, Eleanor, Margaret, Robert, 
Ken, Catorina, Michaela, Tony, Bernard, Elaine, Ellen, Glenes, Shei-
la, Caroline, Lynne, Joe, Jackie, Gemma, Sheila, Martin, Joanne, 
John, Joan, Janice, Bill, John, Kenneth, Vera, Lilly, Gerald, May, 
Louise, Matthew, Evelyn, Margaret, Anthony, Debbie, Mary, Peter, 
Theresa, Sylvia, Maureen, Johnny, Robin and Steven, Sister Alphon-
sus, Sister Regina, Nijole, Ken, Stephen, Arthur, Kevin. 

Lately Dead: Fr John McKeown, Thomas Brady, Marjorie Shepley, 
Brenda Boardman, Keith Bearne, Jack Daly. 

Anniversaries: Rose Hosey, Martin Platt, Josie Delaney, Mary 
Smith, Sheila Hazeldine, Harold Yates, Fr Michael Ryan (10th Anni-
versary of his death), Michael Ward (90th Birthday Anniversary), 
Mary Gribbin (Birthday Anniversary), Jessie Wilde. 

Remembrance: Brian Platt, Sean Fanning, Lavin family. 

We also pray: for Francis & Mary Connolly (2nd Wedding Anniver-
sary—Sunday’s 9.30am Mass), the people of Lebanon in the after-
math of the Beirut explosion, for world peace, for an end to racism 
in all its forms and  for our schools as they now reopen. We pray 
for world leaders, for God’s guidance and support throughout the 
Covid-19 crisis and for all those suffering from the disease, for Sr 
Annie and her projects in Syria, in thanksgiving, for the house-
bound and those in hospital, nursing and residential homes, for 
NHS and Care Home workers and for a number of special  
intentions.  

Services usually held at: Holy Cross, Patricroft and St Mary’s, Eccles 
Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricroft, M30 8QD 

https://www.wesleymedia.co.uk/webcast-view


                               PARISH CONTACT DETAILS  (Please note that email addresses below can NOT be clicked as links) 
Parish Priest:  Fr Martin A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     martin.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 
Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Facebook: @ourparishcommunity 
Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other times 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Halls Hire:  Enquiries after reopening to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839  
 Email:  hall1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 

Stay with us, Lord, on our Journey 

CURRENT SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  5.00pm at Holy Cross 
Sunday Morning:   9.30am at St Mary’s 
    11.30am at St Mary’s 

Children’s Liturgies are currently suspended 
Refreshments after Masses are also currently suspended 

Weekdays:   See Weekday Calendar below 
Holydays:    As announced beforehand 

Holy Cross RC Church  
370 Liverpool Road  
Patricroft   
M30 8QD   

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Katrina Foster/Tara Higgins/Ged Dale 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Mary’s:     0161 789 4532 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
    Confessions are currently only available 

by prior arrangement 
and out of doors as Fr Martin cannot meet you face to face 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptism. 

Please telephone or email Fr Martin or Sr Jenny 

Continuation… Whilst we are not proposing a change just 
yet, there are factors we must start to consider carefully: 

1. The only Mass currently at its usual time and venue
(9.30am) is reaching very close to capacity, and we will 
soon have to turn people away for safety reasons. 

2. The late morning time, which is normally our largest 
gathering (and normally at Holy Cross) is currently a very 
small gathering (at St Mary’s). 

3. The Saturday evening Mass at its earlier time is too  
variable in numbers to get any clear attendance pattern, 
but we do have plenty of spare capacity. 

There will therefore need to be a review of these Masses 
very soon (and the Hope in the Future Committee will be 
consulted on this), but for the time being: 

To reduce the likelihood of having to turn people away 
from the church, please would families/bubble groups who  
intend coming to Mass ensure if at all possible that they 
come together, to the same Mass.  

Please be aware that the later (11.30am) start for the late-
morning Mass does not lead to a late finish—Masses are 
much shorter than usual. 

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY SHEET 
This week’s “Look” leaflet for your children can be found to 
download and print HERE. 

             5th/6th September 2020  
This week we pray for: the parishioners of  
the Divine Mercy,  Hollinwood and Chadderton, and for 
Fr Lawrence Imoisili, their parish priest. We pray for their 
parish primary schools and for St. John Henry Newman 
College. We pray also for the Missionary Sisters of Christ 
the King. 

St Mary’s RC Church 
Oxford Street 
Eccles 
M30 0LU 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMMES 
Discussions are now underway to establish a suitable and 
safe way forward for our First Communion children, and 
families should be contacted next week. Please understand 
that things must be very different from the way we are used 
to. We continue to move forward with Baptisms, but given 
the numbers, this will take time. New applications will be 
followed up in due course. Thank you for bearing with us! 

COLLECTION 
For those who are able to support the parish online, a 
“DONATE” button can be found on the homepage of our 
website. It can be used for one-off donations or to set up weekly 
or monthly payments, with Gift Aid also facilitated. We will 
try to find a clearer way of reporting parish income, but for your 
information last week’s collection in church plus Standing 
Orders for August amounted to a total of £1,392. Thank you. 

Calendar for This Week — Church opening marked in Red 
We stream all weekday Masses on our Facebook Live page, on YouTube Live and directly on our new Live webpage 
Monday: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross open to the public. (No private prayer opening today) 
Tuesday: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross open to the public. Holy Cross Church open for private prayer from 4.30-6.00pm 
Wednesday: 10.20am Mass at Holy Cross open to the public. (No private prayer opening today) 
Thursday: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross open to the public. St Mary’s Church also open for private prayer from 4.30-6.00pm 
Friday: 7.00pm Mass at Holy Cross open to the public. Holy Cross Church also open for private prayer from 6.00-7.00pm 
Saturday (daytime) We will stream 11.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament followed by 12 noon Mass 
Saturday (evening): 5.00pm Vigil Mass at Holy Cross open to the public, also livestreamed, with a higher quality video of 
 the recording available on our YouTube channel, and on the Live page of our website from 9.00am Sunday morning. 
Sunday Morning: 9.30am and 11.30am Masses at St Mary’s open to the public. 

Please note that we cannot livestream Services from St Mary’s, as there is no internet connection there. 
This is why our daily Masses are all at Holy Cross, as most of our congregation is still worshipping online.  

https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/documents/Look06September2020ps.pdf
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/live_videos/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRbsD6B1cg7beD8NWwaCOLg/videos?view=2&flow=grid
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/live
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRbsD6B1cg7beD8NWwaCOLg
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/live

