
CATHOLIC PARISH OF HOLY CROSS, 

ST MATTHEW AND ST GILBERT, ECCLES 

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
YEAR B  Morning Prayer Week 3 

Services held at: Holy Cross, Patricro  and St Ma!hew’s, Winton 

Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricro , M30 8QD 

SAME GOSPEL, DIFFERENT PLACES 

J esus’ message was comfortable for his followers so long as they 
were in familiar territory. As Jewish people surrounded by other 

Jews, a charisma3c Jewish leader who interpreted the Law in a 
new way which valued and empowered the poor was readily 
a!rac3ve to all but the rich and powerful. But when his travels 
took him further afield, those who came along with Jesus would 
find new challenges when they realised just how all-encompassing 
his love was. 

In today's Gospel, we see Jesus crossing pagan territory with his 
disciples. We must remember that, to his followers, the people 
they meet would almost instinctively be judged inferior because 
they are not Jews, they do not follow the "Law" and they live by a 
different set of standards. Now, we are introduced to a man of that 
place who must be, in their view, doubly cursed. Not only a gentile, 
but disabled too - surely a punishment from God for his sin, or that 
of his ancestors? They may want to move away, but Jesus's actions 
are quite different. Firstly, he treats the man with absolute dignity, 
offering no spectacle for the crowd - he takes him aside and gives 
his undivided attention in private. Then he provides healing. The 
noises around the deaf man begin to make sense, and he finds a 
voice to participate as an equal among his peers. 

The people when they see it, we are told, are full of admira3on. 
But have they appreciated the “inclusion”—to use its modern 
term—that Jesus has just demonstrated? Will they be slow to 
judge next 3me they see someone different? And even when they 
return to their home territory, will they be more ready to wel-
come those who have not been a part of their group, or those 
who might do things slightly differently? 

Crossing boundaries always poses a challenge and, even in our 
established Catholic communi3es, it can feel strange when we 
visit another church where things may be done slightly differently, 
or when newcomers arrive and neither they nor we are sure what 
to expect. Jesus always met people as and where they were, with 
respect and dignity. As we face change and amalgama3on in our 
parish, let us meet each other in the same way so that together 
we will grow into an ever-stronger community, enriched by each 
other’s diversity and by the different perspec3ves we all bring. 

NEW SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMME 2018-19 
Our prepara3ons are now underway for the new First Communion 
group. Details can be accessed on the parish website (click on Sac-
raments > First Holy Communion), where you will also find the 
applica3on form. The launch takes the form of mee3ngs for par-
ents/carers, the first of which has already taken place at Holy 
Cross and All Saints’ school last Friday. Please come along to just 
one of the mee3ngs if you have not done so already—if you can-
not make it to the mee3ng in St Gilbert’s school, then please join 
us at the evening session at Holy Cross Church instead. (Children 
are not required to a!end these mee3ngs). 
Your remaining op*ons are: 
Tuesday 11th September, 2.45pm at St Gilbert’s School   
Wednesday 12th September, 7.00pm in Holy Cross Church. 
Mee3ngs will last about half an hour and, once again, we only ask 
you to a!end one of these. The registra*on form is now available 
via the First Holy Communion page of the parish website. 
Please keep the children and their families in your prayers, and 
con�nue to pray for those who completed this journey last sum-
mer. If you know of anyone outside of our schools who may be 
seeking the Sacraments this year, please let them know. 

PARISH AMALGAMATION with St MARY’S 
and Closure of St MATTHEW’S CHURCH 

Copies of the le!er announcing the forthcoming changes are s3ll 
available at the back of both churches and online via the News-
le!er page of the parish website. Fr Mar3n will be mee3ng this 
week with Mgr John Daly, (the Vicar General overseeing all the 
amalgama3ons in the Diocese), and more informa3on will be 
available a er this mee3ng. Do, please, keep these challenging 
3mes in your prayers, that with God’s help, all will be turned to 
good for the building up of the Kingdom of God in our area. 

ALTAR SERVER TRAINING 
We will begin training sessions, for those children who have com-
pleted the Sacramental Programme and who would like to serve 
at the Altar, a er all Masses this weekend.  

PRAYER REQUESTS 

 

 
                                   

READERS THIS WEEKEND 
6.30pm:   Veronica, Jennifer 
9.00am:  Please log in or see print version 
10.30am:  Ashlan, Paul 

OFFERTORY 
Collec*on: 25th/26th August:   See print version 
  SVP:     See print version 
  “Whisky Bottle” (building works):  See print version  

PRAYER MEETINGS at St GILBERT’S 
There will be no prayer mee3ngs at St Gilbert’s Presbytery in 
September or October due to unforeseen circumstances. 

RETIRING COLLECTIONS 
This week: Catholic Educa3on Service (not adver�sed, sorry!) 
Next week: Home Missions  

The “Whisky Bottle” will be left out at the back of Holy 
Cross Church for donations towards the forthcoming 
alterations/refurbishments. The expected cost will be 
around £100,000, so the more we can raise, the better! 

• New to the parish? 
• Know someone who is sick or in hospital? 
• Like a visit from the priest? 
• Think the parish may be able to help you, or you us, in any way? 
 Please speak to Fr Mar3n, a er Mass or at any convenient 3me 

Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 
The sick: Melanie, Bernard, Martin and Bridget and family, 
Margaret, Elaine, Ellen, Alec, Glenes, Mary, Stephen, Sheila, Sr 
Cecily, Caroline, Lynne, Joe, David, Angela, Jackie, Christopher 
and Clifford, Mary, Gemma, Rosa, John, Sheila, Martin, Joanne, 
Desmond, John, Joan, Janice, Bill, Harvey, Marie, John, Martin, 
Kenneth, Vera, Lilly, Dennis and Gerald, May, Louise, Peggy, 
Matthew, Evelyn, Margaret, Anthony, Debbie, Mary, Peter, 
Theresa, Sylvia, Martin, Mavis, Maureen, Johnny, Robin and 
Steven, Nijole, Vanessa, Stephen, Bernard, Jack and Joan, Kev-
in. 
Lately Dead: Anthony d’Mello, Hector d’Sa, Ronnie MacPher-
son, Kevin Royle, Ida Darlington, Eric McAvoy, Dymphna Byrne 
(Fr Dermot Byrne’s mother). 
Anniversaries: Agnes Young, Lucy Kennedy, Thomas Yates, 
Rose Hosey, Richard Jackson, Gilbert Bailey, Martin Platt, Flor-
ence Yates, Edna Smith, Mary Smith, Josephine Delaney, Jessie 
Wilde. 
Remembrance: Michael Lavin, Charles, Agnes and Ann Geeney, 
Marie Payne, Patrick Comey. 
We also pray: for Audrey O’Sullivan, for Mary and Francis Con-
nolly (wedding), in thanksgiving, for world peace, for the peo-
ple of Southern Cameroon, for Bishop John and the restructur-
ing of our diocese, for the housebound and those in hospital, 
nursing and residential homes, and for a  number of special 
intentions. 



PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 
Parish Priest:  Fr Mar3n A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     mar3n.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 

Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other 3mes 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Community Hall:  Enquiries to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 

St�� �i�	 u�, L�r�, �� ��� J������ 

MASS TIMES 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  6.30pm at Holy Cross 

Sunday Morning:   9.00am at St Ma!hew’s 
    10.30am at Holy Cross 

(with Children's Liturgy throughout the academic year) 

Tea and Coffee are served after both morning Masses 

Weekdays:   See Weekday Calendar below 

Holydays:    10.00am at Holy Cross 
    7.00pm at St Ma!hew’s 

Holy Cross RC Church   St Ma@hew’s RC Church 
Liverpool Road    Worsley Road 
Patricro      Winton 
Eccles      Eccles 
M30 8QD     M30 8BL 

Parish Safeguarding Reps:   Katrina Foster/Tara Higgins 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300  

          WEEKDAY CALENDAR (Week beginning Monday 10th September) 

Monday:   10.00am Funeral Mass at Holy Cross for the late Kevin Royle. May he rest in peace 
Tuesday:   9.00am Morning Prayer at St Ma@hew’s followed by 9.15am Mass 
   2.45pm Second of three Sacramental Programme Introductory Mee3ngs for Parents, at St Gilbert’s School 
   7.00pm Choir Rehearsal at Holy Cross Church. New members most welcome 
Wednesday:   8.45am Exposi*on of the Blessed Sacrament at Holy Cross followed by 9.15am Mass  
   7.00pm Third of three Sacramental Programme Introductory Mee3ngs for Parents, at Holy Cross Church 
Thursday:   9.00am Morning Prayer at St Ma@hew’s followed by 9.15am Mass 
Friday:   9.30am Welcome Mass at St Gilbert’s School. All welcome 
   6.30pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at Holy Cross followed at 7pm by Special Mass for the church feast-day 
          with refreshments available afterwards in the Community Hall 
Saturday (daytime): 11.00am Exposi*on of the Blessed Sacrament at St Ma@hew’s followed by 12 noon Mass and Novena

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Friday: 6.30-6.50pm at Holy Cross 

Saturday:  11.00-11.50am at St Ma!hew’s and 
6.00-6.20pm at Holy Cross 

(or at any reasonable time on request) 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptisms. 

Please speak to Fr Martin or Sr Jenny after Mass 

TWO CHURCH FEAST DAYS 
This Friday we celebrate the Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross—our 
patronal Feast at Holy Cross church. This will be marked by a special 
Mass (at the usual time of 7pm) with refreshments available in the 
Community Hall afterwards. (Volunteers are sought to put the kettle 
on!) Advance notice: Next Friday (21st September) we will come to 
the Feast of St Matthew, so for this occasion we will transfer our 
Friday evening Services from Holy Cross to St Matthew’s for another 
special Mass there. This seems particularly appropriate as the parish 
changes and the closure of St Matthew’s gets ever nearer. 

RCIA 
This programme, (the “Rite of Chris3an Ini3a3on of Adults”), is for 
adults who wish to be bap3sed in the Catholic Church and for 
those who want to learn more about their Faith. It will begin in 
October 2018. If you wish to join the programme, please see Fr 
Mar3n before the end of September to register. 

CHURCH CHOIR REHEARSALS 
As announced recently, we are now beginning regular choir re-
hearsals at Holy Cross Church. The first of these will be on Tues-
day this week (11th September) commencing at 7.00pm. New 
members will be most welcome! 

PARISH COMMITTEES 
The first meeting for the new “Hope in the Future” Committee 
(incorporating the Pastoral, Social Outreach and existing Hope in the 
Future Committees) is scheduled for Thursday 11th October, at 
7.00pm in the Parish Meeting Room at Holy Cross. We will continue 
to speak to volunteers in preparation for the launch of the new So-
cial Committee—if you would like to be involved and have not al-
ready done so, please speak to Sister Jenny or Fr Martin. Thank you. 

OBERAMMERGAU 2020 
We are delighted that the planned pilgrimage to the world-renowned 
Passion Play in 2020 is now set to go ahead. If anyone could not at-
tend the recent meeting but would still like to join the group, please 
speak to Fr Martin or Anne-Marie as soon as possible. (Details are 
available on the “Current” board at the back of church). 

            8th/9th September 2018   
This week let us pray for the people of: 
• The parishes of Our Lady and St. Patrick, 

Walton-le-Dale and St. Mary and St. John 
Southworth, Samlesbury, with Fr. Nathaniel.  

• The parish of St. Robert of Newminster, Levenshulme and 
Longsight, with Fr. Dever. 

• Their parish primary schools and St. Peter’s High School, 
Manchester. 

May the prayers of St. John Southworth and the  
Lancashire Martyrs strengthen us in our mission. 

BUILDING PROJECT AT HOLY CROSS 
Works should commence on 1st October, and are expected to last 
for about 6 weeks. Weekday Masses will then be adjusted to mini-
mise interruptions, but Saturday evening and Sunday morning Mass-
es will take place as usual—though we will need to use the centre 
door whilst the foyer is out of action. Much of this work is to satisfy 
regulations for accessibility (and health and safety), but the real ben-
efits will be felt by us all. We would, of course, be grateful for any 
assistance towards the cost, which stands in the region of £100,000. 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
• Sunday 14th October, 5-8pm. Charity show for Francis House 

by Jimmy Cricket at Holy Cross Community Hall. Tickets availa-
ble now at £10 including refreshments. 

• Saturday 17th November, 7-11pm, concert with “Pon3ac” at 
Patricro  Conserva3ve Club in support of the running of our 
parish minibus. (Our thanks to the Royal Antediluvian Order of 
Buffaloes). Tickets now available at £6 each. 

• Thursday 6th December, 12noon-3pm, Christmas Dinner at 
Boysnope Restaurant (now “The Clubhouse”). Tickets £16 (as 
last year). More details at a later date. 

Lists are now available at the back of church for you to sign up. 

‘Exaltation of the Cross’ 


