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HOW EASILY PREJUDICE CREEPS IN... 

A s children, we are taught to distinguish right from wrong 
and, if this process is applied consistently, we develop a 

moral code against which to judge the choices we will face in 
life. Please God, we will grow to make those choices wisely and 
follow as closely as we can the pattern of true humanity that is 
part of our created being, in the “image and likeness” of God. 
But as we are taught to judge, so a part of ourselves becomes 
judgmental—and we use the same processes to evaluate our 
own self-image and to judge the quality of each other. And 
there, so closely alongside our noble distinctions between right 
and wrong, we find the dreadful seeds of prejudice. How  
comfortable it is to observe our own strengths and the 
strengths which bind our sense of community, and regard 
them mistakenly as markers of human quality! And how  
easy then to see our weaknesses as somehow less  
relevant, so that those whose strengths lie there we dismiss as  
less worthy. Our insecurities melt away when we regard  
ourselves as "better people" than those who are somehow 
different—be that difference through race, religion, social  
status, sexuality, disability or moral priorities. But Christ's style 
of judgment was so different, and we ignore it at our peril. 

In today's Gospel, we see Jesus crossing pagan territory with 
his disciples. To his followers, the people around them are  
inferior because they are foreigners, they do not follow the 
"Law" and they live by a different set of standards. And now 
we see one who is in their view doubly cursed. Not only a  
Gentile, but disabled too—surely a punishment from God for 
his sin, or that of his ancestors? They may want to move away, 
but Jesus's actions are quite different. First, he treats the man 
with absolute dignity—no spectacle for the crowd but rather 
he takes him aside and gives his undivided attention in private. 
Then he provides healing—the noises around the man begin to 
make sense, and he finds a voice to participate as an equal 
among his peers. 
The people, when they see it, are full of admiration. But will it 
make them slower to judge next time they see someone  
different? And will it do the same for us? 
Let us be quick enough to judge our own intentions and to 
stand by what is right and good, not seeking to justify bad 
choices or push our consciences away. But let us be slow to 
judge one another, to "pigeonhole" by what we see, to think 
ourselves superior. That image and likeness of God is a broad 
canvas. Let us see that we are but a small part, and rejoice in 
the diversity which makes up the rest. 

CONGRATULATIONS!... 
...to our brothers and sisters of the Syro-Malabar Catholic Communi-
ty, on their formal declaration, in the presence of their own Bishop 
and our Bishop John, of the new Salford and Trafford Mission of St 
Euphrasia (a saint from Kerala, India) last Sunday afternoon at St 
Mary’s Church.  The wonderful display of flowers in church reminds 
us of the great celebration, to which several of our parishioners 
came and were made so welcome. We look forward to this new era 
of deeper cooperation  between our communities, which have over-
lapped to our mutual benefit for so long. May this new beginning for 
them be a real blessing for us all! 

NEW CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 2021-22 
The programme of preparation for the Sacrament of Confirm-
ation, 2021-2022, for the Deanery of Salford will begin in the  
autumn. As was the case last year the programme will be based 
in the parish and will be led by Sr Anna Yeo FDC, the Deanery 
Confirmation and Youth Ministry Coordinator, assisted by our 
parish catechists. If your child is in year 8 or above and has not 
yet received the Sacrament of Confirmation, they are eligible to 
register for the programme. Please download an application 
form and accompanying letter from the parish website at 
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/documents/ConfY8.pdf 

URGENT CARITAS APPEAL 
Thank you for the items donated in response to last week’s ap-
peal. The emergency need for arriving individuals and families 
has now been met, and the focus will now shift to the resettle-
ment of individuals and families; the support they will need to 
integrate into the local communities in which they find them-
selves, to learn English and to find training and work. 
If you would like to assist in this vital medium and long term 
support of refugees which the Caritas Salford team carries out 
all year round, please consider making a gift online here. 
To find out more about donating and other ways to help, please visit  
https://www.caritassalford.org.uk/afghanistan-appeal-2021/  

RECLAIM OUR COMMON HOME 
Thank you top those who represented the parish at the short Ser-
vice last Friday at Salford Cathedral. You will hear more from CAFOD 
on this issue as the COP26 meeting in Glasgow approaches. 

CAFOD RESPONSE TO EMERGENCIES 
CAFOD is also currently responding to multiple emergencies. See 
their website for more details. If you would like to donate in  
support of their work, contributions placed in marked envelopes 
and left in the collection baskets will be forwarded to them. 

PRAYER REQUESTS                                   
Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 
The sick: Elizabeth, Irene, Shane, Sidney, Margaret, Carole, 
Marjorie, Geoff, Anne, Paulina, Agnes, Alan, Margaret, Ed-
ward, Peter, Ann, Paul, Allan, Keith, Gwyneth, Joan, Karen, 
Kenneth, Patrick, Kathleen, Pat, Doreen, Helen, Shirley, Brid-
get, Sara, Tara, Mary, Carole, Phil, Carol, Sarah, Alan and 
Mary, Molly, Anne, Patrick, David, Peter, Kevin, Helen, Lynn, 
Pam and Derek, Pauline, Shannon, John, Chris, Ann, Patrick, 
Clifford, Mrs Wood, Frances, Marian, Bridget, Iris, Pauline, 
Sharon, Fr Mullin, John, Joan, Paul, Peter, Maureen, Pat, Pat-
rick, David, Sister Maureen, Yvonne, Terry, Betty, Betty, 
Kathleen, Colette, Stanley, Win, Catherine, James, Alan, 
Betty, Evelyn, Elizabeth, Anne, Mary, Joan, Amanda, Pat, Bil-
ly, David, Evie, Mary, Chamari, Sheila, Monica, Clare, John, 
Eileen, Kathleen, Joyce, Margaret, Christine, Jean, Margaret, 
Deborah, Patrick, Fr Connelly, Jean, Vincent, Maureen, Elea-
nor, Margaret, Robert, Ken, Catorina, Michaela, Tony, Elaine, 
Ellen, Glenes, Sheila, Caroline, Lynne, Joe, Jackie, Gemma, 
Sheila, Martin, Joanne, John, Joan, Janice, Bill, John, Ken-
neth, Vera, Lilly, Gerald, May, Louise, Matthew, Evelyn, Mar-
garet, Anthony, Debbie, Mary, Peter, Theresa, Sylvia, 
Maureen, Johnny, Robin and Steven, Sister Regina, Nicola, 
Paul, Nijole, Ken, Stephen, Mildred. 
Lately Dead: Eileen Harrison, Clifford Stubbs, Anne Leather, 
Trevor Holland, John Richardson, Sr Francine Clough FMSJ, 
Paddy Kelly, Gaynor Pugh. 
Anniversaries: Rose Hosey, Leo Mellins, Brenda Boardman 
(Sunday’s 11.15am Mass), Mary Smith, Sheila Hazeldine, Fr 
Michael Ryan, Mike Collins, Maura McLernon (Birthday Anni-
versary), Kathleen Tuite (Birthday Anniversary), Lily Molloy. 
Remembrance: Charles, Agnes and Ann Geeney. 
We also pray: for George (Birthday), the people of Afghani-
stan, for peace all around the world, for relief in Haiti and in 
so many humanitarian crises, and for an end to racism in all 
its forms. We pray for the Syro-Malabar community, for each 
of our schools, and for our Sacramental programme families. 
We pray for all world leaders, for God’s guidance and sup-
port throughout the Covid-19 crisis and for all those suffer-
ing from the disease, for the housebound and those in hospi-
tal, nursing and residential homes, for NHS and Care Home 
workers and for a number of special intentions.  

Services usually held at: Holy Cross, Patricroft and St Mary’s, Eccles 
Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricroft, M30 8QD 

https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/documents/ConfY8.pdf
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/28U2BX5F4Z67K?ref_=wl_share
https://www.caritassalford.org.uk/afghanistan-appeal-2021/
https://cafod.org.uk/News/Emergencies-news


                               PARISH CONTACT DETAILS  (Please note that email addresses below can NOT be clicked as links) 
Parish Priest:  Fr Martin A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     martin.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 
Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Facebook: @ourparishcommunity 
Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other times 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Halls Hire:  Enquiries to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839  
 Email:  hall1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 

Stay with us, Lord, on our Journey 

CURRENT SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  6.00pm at Holy Cross 
Sunday Morning:   9.30am at St Mary’s 
    11.15am at Holy Cross 

Children’s Liturgies are currently suspended 
Refreshments after Masses are also currently suspended 

Weekdays:   See Calendar below 
Holydays:    As announced beforehand 

Holy Cross RC Church  
370 Liverpool Road  
Patricroft   
M30 8QD   

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Tara Higgins/Ged Dale 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Mary’s:     0161 789 4532 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Confessions now available from 11.10-11.45am on Saturdays 

in the Sacristy at St Mary’s (not the Confessional). 
Please be guided by the stewards 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptism. 

Please refer to the website for further information 

To mark this 60th Anniversary year of the opening of what is 
now our parish church here in the parish of St John Paul II,  
Eccles, we are proposing a celebration across the parish on and 
around the Feast day of the Exaltation of the Cross, the 14th 
September, with Mass at 6.30pm on the day at Holy Cross, and 
a further celebration at St Mary’s Hall after the following Sun-
day Masses on September 19th. Because of Covid restrictions, 
places at St Mary’s Hall will need to be booked in advance, by 
telephoning the parish office Monday-Friday 11am-5pm this 
week. Let our celebrations not just be for “Holy Cross” on this 
jubilee, but for the whole of our great community! 
A Special Jubilee Collection, organised by the Hope in the 
Future Committee, is raising money for some new  
vestments for Holy Cross and St Mary’s Churches. If you 
would like to donate to this collection, please place an enve-
lope labelled “Jubilee Collection” in one of the baskets at the 
back of church. We will keep this collection, which currently 
stands at £797.00, open for one more week. Thank you! 

COLLECTIONS 
Last week’s collection in church totalled £465.00. Thank you 
also to the many people who donate online, via standing order 
or using the contactless device at Holy Cross Church, which 
now account for the largest part of our collection (but can only 
be reported on a monthly basis so the weekly figures seem very 
low). For those who prefer to donate in cash, our stewards will 
begin holding the baskets by the doors of the churches. If you 
donate by other means, please do not feel obliged to put cash 
in the baskets as well. Thank you for your generosity. 

CYCLE of PRAYER 
This week we pray, throughout the Diocese,  
for the people of the parish of St Vincent de Paul, Over 
Hulton, and for Fr Andrew Pastore. We pray for the  
Sisters of the Cross and Passion. May they recognise 
Christ in the poor and needy.  

St Mary’s RC Church 
Oxford Street 
Eccles 
M30 0LU 

Calendar for This Week—Church Opening in Red 
        Saturday 4th Sept: 6.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Vigil Mass for Sunday) (Livestreamed) 

Sunday 5th:   9.30am Mass at St Mary’s    
   11.15am Mass at Holy Cross 

    Monday 6th:  10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed 
    Tuesday 7th:  10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) 
 (Birthday of Our Blessed Lady) Wednesday 8th: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed)  
    Thursday 9th: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) 
               (St Ambrose Barlow) Friday 10th:  7.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) following a Holy Hour from 6.00pm  
    Saturday 11th: 12 noon Mass at St Mary’s following a Holy Hour from 11.00am 

6.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Vigil Mass for Sunday) (Livestreamed) 
This Mass will continue to be available on the Sunday Mass page of our website on Sunday and throughout the week, and on 
our Facebook Page. Also, at 6pm (only) it can also be viewed live on our YouTube channel. 

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY SHEET etc 
This week’s “Look” leaflet for your children can be found 
HERE and the “Lord’s Day at Home” sheet to accompany 
Sunday’s online Mass can be viewed and downloaded HERE. 

BAPTISM GROUP for OLDER CHILDREN 
We are inviting applications from parents of children aged 9-13 
years who would like to prepare to be received into the 
Catholic Church. A new group will begin on Saturday  
September 18th in the parish meeting room at Holy Cross. 
We will also, soon, be inviting applications from adults who 
would like to consider being Baptised/received into the Church. 
Please contact the parish office for more details and to  
register your/your child’s name. 

CHRISTMAS DINNER 
The “annual” Christmas dinner resumes this year, with 
Covid restrictions, at The Clubhouse, Boysnope on 8th  
December, 12 noon-3pm. Tickets £16 inclusive of soft drinks 
and staff donation. For more information, please contact 
Veronica on 0101 707 1300, between 4 and 6pm. 

https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/live/last-sunday-s-mass
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRbsD6B1cg7beD8NWwaCOLg
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/documents/Look05Sept2021ps.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/76e219dab8653b775ba8aac4c/files/33866c72-8a50-9b20-3159-c8054ca85eeb/LDAH_Ordinary_23B_2021.02.pdf

