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FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES 

L et us acknowledge our sins. These words sound the  
formal introduction to the Penitential Rite, at the start of 

Mass. The idea is familiar to us as Catholics, but if we take a 
step back and ask ourselves “what we are doing,” it might 
seem a strange starting point for a celebration. How can we 
enjoy a party if we cannot get in without acknowledging 
that we do not really deserve to be there at all? 
It is all about forgiveness. We do not "acknowledge our sins" 
in order to feel depressed; we do not do it to paralyse our 
enthusiasm – we simply recall how often we have needed 
God's forgiveness in our lives, how much we have benefitted 
from it. We recognise our need, and we give thanks for the gift. 
Acknowledging our own faults and failings and receiving the 
strength from God to overcome them is the starting point 
from which we become a forgiving people. It is the death of 
all bitterness, the destruction of everything that would eat 
away at our heart from within. It teaches us to find a joy 
that does not depend upon deserving, and does not need to 
be earned; a joy that we can share without charge with  
every other sinner we meet. It is where we begin to live out 
the challenge of the Lord's Prayer: "Forgive us our trespass-
es, as we forgive those who trespass against us." 
But it is not easy. Pretending to have forgiven when our 
hearts are telling us something different can be just as  
damaging as refusing to forgive at all. It is only when we 
acknowledge our own difficulties in forgiveness that we can 

honestly invite God's healing to restore us from within. To 
recite the Lord's prayer, but realise that some of our 
attempts at forgiveness still fail, will not deprive us of God's 
mercy. If we have really tried to forgive our neighbour who 
is in debt to us, God will surely "try" to forgive us too. The 
only difference is that God will succeed! And if we let him, 
he has the power to help us succeed as well.  

ADDITIONAL COLLECTION THIS WEEK 
Because of the pandemic, diocesan collections have been 
reduced this year, but we do maintain some in support of 
serious needs around the world. Today we collect for the 
“Holy Places of Palestine” and donations may be sent in 
marked envelopes to the parish office. Thank you. 

BRENDA BOARDMAN 
Paul has asked that his sincere thanks, and that of his family, 
be expressed for all the Masses and letters of condolence 
received, and for the expression of support from all those  
who gathered by the roadside as Brenda’s funeral cortège 
passed by last Wednesday. 

FIRST COMMUNION UPDATE 
It seems such a long time now since we began our  
programme of preparation which was to have led to over 
100 of our parish children receiving Holy Communion  
for the first time before the summer break. So much has 
happened, and so much is now so different. During the  
coming week, families will receive an email from Fr Martin 
outlining plans for a way forward in compliance with Covid-
19 protocols. The general outline will be as follows: 
We will be offering a choice of weekday Masses at which 
very small groups of children, in their school bubbles, will be 
able to receive First Holy Communion with just 2 guests for 
each child. These short Masses will not be open to the  
public (because of strict number restrictions). In any given 
week, 2 of these Masses will be at Holy Cross church, live-
streamed (and available for viewing on YouTube for a  
significant time afterwards), and a third will be at St Mary’s 
church with no live-streaming or recording. Parents may 
choose which they prefer, but if choosing Holy Cross we will 
need formal consent for the live-stream as the children will 
be visible. (These ceremonies will replace the public 
10.00am Masses on those days, and weekday Mass-goers 
will therefore be invited to join online instead, along with 
the others who regularly attend virtually in this way). 
For those who missed First Reconciliation, this will be 
offered in the 20 minutes before Mass begins, and for those 
awaiting Baptism, we will be in touch about this in advance. 
A single group photograph will be taken after each ceremony, 
and we will request that any family photos are taken outside. 
First Communion arrangements will be made through the 
schools for those attending any of our parish primary schools—
alternative arrangements will be made for those at other 
schools. If parents prefer to wait until it is possible once more 
to celebrate with larger numbers present, we will respect their 
wishes but cannot, at this time, suggest when this may be. 
As a final preparation, Fr Martin will record video presenta-
tions this week. For those at Holy Cross & All Saints, St 
Mary’s or St Gilbert’s these will be shown in school, but 
where this is not possible we ask that parents take a little 
time with their children to go through the videos at home. 
Once again, please keep all the children and their families in 
your prayers. 

PRAYER REQUESTS                                   
Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 
The sick: Bridget, Sara, Cham, Tara, Mary, Carole, Phil, Carol, Sa-
rah, John (making a good recovery from his heart surgery), Vin-
cent de Paul, Alan and Mary, Molly, Anne, Patrick (age 7), David, 
Peter, Kevin, Helen, Lynn, Pam and Derek, Pauline, Shannon, 
John, Chris, Ann, Patrick, Sister Jenny, Clifford, Mrs Wood, 
Frances, Marian, Bridget, Iris, Pauline, Sharon, Fr Mullin, John, 
Joan, Paul, Peter, Maureen, Pat, Patrick, David, Sister Maureen, 
Yvonne, Terry, Betty, Betty, Kathleen, Colette, Stanley, Win, Cath-
erine, James, Alan, Betty, Evelyn, Elizabeth, Anne, Mary, Joan, 
Amanda, Pat, Billy, David, Evie, Mary, Chamari, Sheila, Monica, 
Clare, John, Eileen, Kathleen, Joyce, Margaret, Christine, Jean, 
Margaret, Deborah, Patrick, Fr Connelly, Jean, Vincent, Maureen, 
Eleanor, Margaret, Robert, Ken, Catorina, Michaela, Tony, Ber-
nard, Elaine, Ellen, Glenes, Sheila, Caroline, Lynne, Joe, Jackie, 
Gemma, Sheila, Martin, Joanne, John, Joan, Janice, Bill, John, Ken-
neth, Vera, Lilly, Gerald, May, Louise, Matthew, Evelyn, Margaret, 
Anthony, Debbie, Mary, Peter, Theresa, Sylvia, Maureen, Johnny, 
Robin and Steven, Sister Regina, Nijole, Ken, Stephen, Arthur, 
Kevin. 
Lately Dead: Sister Alphonsus, Stephen John Whittle, Donna 
Finch, Fr John McKeown, Thomas Brady, Marjorie Shepley, Bren-
da Boardman, Keith Bearne, Jack Daly. 
Anniversaries: Fr Terry McCann, Richard Jackson, Margaret Ma-
her, Rose Hosey, Martin Platt, Josie Delaney, Mary Smith, Sheila 
Hazeldine, Harold Yates. 
Remembrance: Brian Platt, Sean Fanning, Lavin family. 
We also pray: for the Holy Places of Palestine (additional collec-
tion this week), the people of Lebanon in the aftermath of the 
Beirut explosion, for world peace, for an end to racism in all its 
forms and  for our schools as they now reopen. We pray for world 
leaders, for God’s guidance and support throughout the Covid-19 
crisis and for all those suffering from the disease, for Sr Annie and 
her projects in Syria, in thanksgiving, for the housebound and 
those in hospital, nursing and residential homes, for NHS and Care 
Home workers and for a number of special intentions.  

Services usually held at: Holy Cross, Patricroft and St Mary’s, Eccles 
Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricroft, M30 8QD 



                               PARISH CONTACT DETAILS  (Please note that email addresses below can NOT be clicked as links) 
Parish Priest:  Fr Martin A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     martin.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 
Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Facebook: @ourparishcommunity 
Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other times 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Halls Hire:  Enquiries after reopening to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839  
 Email:  hall1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 

Stay with us, Lord, on our Journey 

CURRENT SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  5.00pm at Holy Cross 
Sunday Morning:   9.30am at St Mary’s 
    11.30am at St Mary’s 

Children’s Liturgies are currently suspended 
Refreshments after Masses are also currently suspended 

Weekdays:   See Weekday Calendar below 
Holydays:    As announced beforehand 

Holy Cross RC Church  
370 Liverpool Road  
Patricroft   
M30 8QD   

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Katrina Foster/Tara Higgins/Ged Dale 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Mary’s:     0161 789 4532 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
    Confessions are currently only available 

by prior arrangement 
and out of doors as Fr Martin cannot meet you face to face 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptism. 

Please refer to the website for further information 

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY SHEET 
This week’s “Look” leaflet for your children can be found 
HERE. 

BAPTISM PROGRAMME 
We continue to move forward with Baptisms, but this will all 
take time, of course. Please would Sacramental programme 
families awaiting Baptism contact Fr Martin at the parish 
office. New applications (via the website) will be followed 
up in due course. Thank you for bearing with us! 

CONGRATULATIONS 
…to Joshua, who was baptised on Wednesday last week and 
to Tiara and Tyler who were baptised on Friday. Please keep 
them, and all our baptism families, in your prayers. 

COLLECTION 
For those who are able to support the parish online, the 
“DONATE” button can be found on the homepage of our 
website. It can be used for one-off donations or to set up 
weekly or monthly payments, with Gift Aid also facilitated. 
We will try to find a clearer way of reporting parish income, 
which is not so easy at the moment as it takes  
several different routes to get to us either weekly,  
monthly or at some other intervals too, but for your  
information, last week’s collection in church amounted to 
£602.51. Thank you. 

          12th/13th September 2020  
This week we pray for: the parishioners of  
Holy Cross and St Helen, Ashton, with Fr. Simon Firth, 
their parish priest, Fr Gavin Landers and the sisters of St 
Michael the Archangel. We pray for their parish primary 
schools, St. Damian’s College and the chaplaincy to 
Tameside Hospital. 

St Mary’s RC Church 
Oxford Street 
Eccles 
M30 0LU 

PARISH CHRISTMAS DINNER 
Thank you to Veronica who is working hard at making this 
annual event happen in spite of all the difficulties. You will 
appreciate that numbers at the venue are limited, and the 
booking will need to be completed this week. Please contact 
Veronica (details available from the parish office) if you 
would like to come along on December 8th but have not yet 
registered your interest. 

CONFIRMATIONS 2022 
Thank you to those families of children who are now 
starting Y7 at high school who have already returned the 
“expression of interest” form for the Sacrament of  
Confirmation in 2022. The form and explanatory letter can 
be downloaded HERE. Soon, we will be contacting the  
families of those pupils now beginning Y8 who had already 
started their preparation for 2021 before the pandemic 
brought things to a temporary close. 

Calendar for This Week — Church opening marked in Red 
We stream all weekday Masses on our Facebook Live page, on YouTube Live and directly on our new Live webpage 
Monday: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross open to the public. 
Tuesday: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross open to the public. 
Wednesday: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross open to the public. 
Thursday: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross open to the public. 
Friday: 7.00pm Mass at Holy Cross open to the public. Holy Cross Church also open for private prayer from 6.00-7.00pm 
Saturday (daytime) We will stream 11.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament followed by 12 noon Mass 
Saturday (evening): 5.00pm Vigil Mass at Holy Cross open to the public, also livestreamed, with a higher quality video of 
 the recording available on our YouTube channel, and on the Live page of our website from 9.00am Sunday morning. 
Sunday Morning: 9.30am and 11.30am Masses at St Mary’s open to the public. 

Please note that we cannot livestream Services from St Mary’s, as there is no internet connection there. 
This is why our daily Masses are all at Holy Cross, as most of our congregation is still worshipping online.  

https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/documents/Look06September2020ps.pdf
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/documents/Confirmation%20Y6.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/live_videos/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRbsD6B1cg7beD8NWwaCOLg/videos?view=2&flow=grid
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/live
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRbsD6B1cg7beD8NWwaCOLg
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/live

