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A SUFFERING MESSIAH                
W hat made those first disciples leave their homes and their 

ways of life to follow Jesus? What was it that made such a 
deep impression upon them? We know from our own experience 
that there are some people who impress us in a way that makes us 
seek out their company—but leave everything and follow? The 
man Jesus must have displayed a remarkable personality. But such 
personalities generate questions and rumour. Who is he? What 
makes him the way he is? And few who had seen Jesus left without 
their own opinion: perhaps he was Moses or one of the prophets 
come back from the dead. Or maybe John the Baptist. Or... 

In today's Gospel, speaking with his disciples, Jesus takes a risk 
that few of us would dare. "Who do you say I am?" Peter answers 
on behalf of them all. They know who he is—or at least they think 
they do. He is no resurrected prophet pointing the way to a future 
Messiah—it is as the Messiah himself that they have come to  
recognise him, and this is what has led them to follow. The  
company of a Messiah has to be the best company of all! 

But the disciples do not yet know enough to tell others—
‘Messiahship’ to them is grand and glorious. It can know no suffering, 
and is all-powerful against the forces of evil. But to Jesus it is very 
different—it demands suffering, and even death. Peter does not want 
to know, but Jesus must make his point. All this must be done in 
God's way, not Peter's, and not ours. And his followers, too, must 
suffer—Jesus will not hide this truth from them either. Or from us. 

Being a follower of Jesus has never been a shield from this world's 
pain and injustice. Many of those first disciples would lose their 
lives in violence, and none of us either can expect to be shielded 

from the pains of rejection, of bereavement, of cancer or of any 
other dreadful ailment—and we know too well, this pandemic has 
struck Christians as much as everyone else. The truth that is worth 
following is that Jesus has overcome all of this. Suffering can never 
have the last word for those who follow him. Let us remember—
and embrace our own crosses in the days and years to come. 

SEPTEMBER—SVP AWARENESS MONTH 
During the pandemic, the SVP has helped a number of families and 
kept in touch with people by telephone. They hope soon to be able to 
resume visiting the elderly in their homes. 

BAPTISM & COMMUNION PROGRAMMES 
Baptisms: These continue each week. Please pray for Rosie Claire, 
Heidi and Alfie James, who were baptised here in recent days. 
First Communion Programme: Please keep a record of all the Masses 
your child attends. More information will be made available very soon! 

NEW CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 2021-22 
The programme of preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation, 
2021-2022, for the Deanery of Salford will begin in the  
autumn. As was the case last year the programme will be based in 
the parish and will be led by Sr Anna Yeo FDC, the Deanery  
Confirmation and Youth Ministry Coordinator, assisted by our parish 
catechists. If your child is in year 8 or above and has not yet  
received the Sacrament of Confirmation, they are eligible to register 
for the programme. Please download an application form and  
accompanying letter from the parish website at:  
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/documents/ConfY8.pdf 

A MESSAGE FROM CARITAS 
"What about the donations to the Afghan Refugee Crisis Appeal?" 

Caritas Diocese of Salford is absolutely delighted and so grateful 
for every single item collected by you, your parish and local  
community. The local authorities hosting evacuated people in 
quarantine are now regularly assessing the specific needs of  
individuals and their families, and then requesting only those  
exact items from us. Our dedicated members of staff, assisted by 
wonderful volunteers in each of the drop-off centres, are currently 
sorting through items and arranging deliveries based on these 
requested needs. For this reason, we are able to accept the  
donated items you have already collected in your area with sin-
cere gratitude, and politely ask that no more appeals for further 
items are made just at this time please. 
The medium to long-term needs of these most welcome of new 
neighbours will be ascertained in due course and communicated 
to all, for those still wishing to help in any way. Or, you may  
prefer to make a financial gift, and can do so here:  
https://www.caritassalford.org.uk/afghanistan-appeal-2021/  
Thank you for your continued support and your prayers. God bless 
you and your loved ones.  

RECLAIM OUR COMMON HOME 
Remember the petition cards for COP26, urging the Prime 
Minister to put the people worst affected by the crisis—
those who have done the least to contribute to the  
problem—at the heart of the talks? CAFOD had 40,000 of 
these cards printed, but only 2,000 have been returned so 
far. If you’ve forgotten, do, please, dig it out again, or scan 
the QR code, (right:). Thank you! 

NOT TOO LATE TO JOIN THE BIG SLEEP OUT! 
This event, in solidarity with and support for the homeless, resumes this 
year by sleeping outdoors overnight at Xaverian College, Manchester, 
this Friday, or by “boycotting your bed” at home. Contact Rachel 
Taylor on 0161 817 2285, or email fundraising@caritassalford.org.uk.  

COLLECTIONS 
Last week’s collection in church totalled £1,220.94. Thank you. 

CHRISTMAS DINNER 
The “annual” Christmas dinner resumes this year, at The Club-
house, Boysnope on 8th December, 12 noon-3pm. Tickets £16 
inclusive of soft drinks and staff donation. For more information, 
please contact Veronica on 0161 707 1300, between 4 and 6pm. 

PRAYER REQUESTS                                   
Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 
The sick: Elizabeth, Irene, Shane, Sidney, Margaret, Carole, Mar-
jorie, Geoff, Anne, Paulina, Agnes, Alan, Margaret, Edward, Pe-
ter, Ann, Paul, Allan, Keith, Gwyneth, Joan, Karen, Kenneth, 
Patrick, Kathleen, Pat, Doreen, Helen, Bridget, Sara, Tara, Mary, 
Carole, Phil, Carol, Sarah, Alan and Mary, Molly, Anne, Patrick, 
David, Peter, Kevin, Helen, Lynn, Pam and Derek, Pauline, Shan-
non, John, Chris, Ann, Patrick, Clifford, Mrs Wood, Frances, 
Marian, Bridget, Iris, Pauline, Sharon, Fr Mullin, John, Joan, 
Paul, Peter, Maureen, Pat, Patrick, David, Sister Maureen, 
Yvonne, Terry, Betty, Betty, Kathleen, Colette, Stanley, Win, 
Catherine, James, Alan, Betty, Evelyn, Elizabeth, Anne, Mary, 
Joan, Amanda, Pat, Billy, David, Evie, Mary, Chamari, Sheila, 
Monica, Clare, John, Eileen, Kathleen, Joyce, Margaret, Chris-
tine, Jean, Margaret, Deborah, Patrick, Fr Connelly, Jean, Vin-
cent, Maureen, Eleanor, Margaret, Robert, Ken, Catorina, 
Michaela, Tony, Elaine, Ellen, Glenes, Sheila, Caroline, Lynne, 
Joe, Jackie, Gemma, Sheila, Martin, Joanne, John, Joan, Janice, 
Bill, John, Kenneth, Vera, Lilly, Gerald, May, Louise, Matthew, 
Evelyn, Margaret, Anthony, Debbie, Mary, Peter, Theresa, Syl-
via, Maureen, Johnny, Robin and Steven, Sister Regina, Nicola, 
Paul, Nijole, Ken, Stephen, Mildred. 
Lately Dead: Steve Vaz, Brian Maher, Eileen Harrison, Clifford 
Stubbs, Anne Leather, Trevor Holland, John Richardson. 
Anniversaries: Sr Alphonsus Mills, Jessie Wilde (Birthday Anni-
versary), Martin Platt, Richard Jackson, Margaret Maher, Mary 
Sheila Tipton, Rose Hosey, Leo Mellins, Brenda Boardman, Mary 
Smith, Sheila Hazeldine, Fr Michael Ryan, Mike Collins. 
Remembrance: Brian Platt, Lavin family. 
We also pray: for all our schools, on this Education Sunday, in 
thanksgiving for exam results, for the people of Afghanistan, for 
peace all around the world, for relief in Haiti and in so many 
humanitarian crises, and for an end to racism in all its forms. 
We pray for the Syro-Malabar community, for each of our 
schools, and for our Sacramental programme families. We pray 
for all world leaders, for God’s guidance and support through-
out the Covid-19 crisis and for all those suffering from the dis-
ease, for the housebound and those in hospital, nursing and 
residential homes, for NHS and Care Home workers and for a 
number of special intentions.  

Services usually held at: Holy Cross, Patricroft and St Mary’s, Eccles 
Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricroft, M30 8QD 

https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/documents/ConfY8.pdf
https://www.caritassalford.org.uk/afghanistan-appeal-2021/
mailto:fundraising@caritassalford.org.uk?subject=Big%20Sleep%20Out%20Enquiry


                               PARISH CONTACT DETAILS  (Please note that email addresses below can NOT be clicked as links) 
Parish Priest:  Fr Martin A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     martin.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 
Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Facebook: @ourparishcommunity 
Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other times 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Halls Hire:  Enquiries to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839  
 Email:  hall1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 

Stay with us, Lord, on our Journey 

CURRENT SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  6.00pm at Holy Cross 
Sunday Morning:   9.30am at St Mary’s 
    11.15am at Holy Cross 

Children’s Liturgies are currently suspended 
Refreshments after Masses are also currently suspended 

Weekdays:   See Calendar below 
Holydays:    As announced beforehand 

Holy Cross RC Church  
370 Liverpool Road  
Patricroft   
M30 8QD   

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Tara Higgins/Ged Dale 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Mary’s:     0161 789 4532 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Confessions now available from 11.10-11.45am on Saturdays 

in the Sacristy at St Mary’s (not the Confessional). 
Please be guided by the stewards 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptism. 

Please refer to the website for further information 

The 6.30pm Mass on Tuesday evening this week will mark the cele-
bration of the Diamond Jubilee of Holy Cross, our Parish Church. All 4 
of our schools will be involved, and we hope it will be a wonderful 
event to remember. Please come along if you can. (It will, of course, 
be livestreamed for those unable to attend in person).  
Then, next Sunday (19th September) will see a social celebration of 
the Jubilee at St Mary’s Hall, beginning at about 12.30pm. Because of 
Covid restrictions, places in St Mary’s Hall will need to be booked in 
advance, by telephoning the parish office. We will keep the phone 
line open for this until 5.00pm on Monday and on Tuesday (13th & 
14th September) Let our celebrations not just be for “Holy Cross” on 
this Jubilee, but for the whole of our great community! 
Thank you to all those who have donated to the Jubilee Collection 
for a new gold vestment at Holy Cross and a new rose vestment 
for St Mary’s (both currently lacking). The total amount collected 
will be announced next week. 

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY SHEET etc 
This week’s “Look” leaflet for your children can be found HERE 
and the “Lord’s Day at Home” sheet, to reflect upon the Mass at 
home, can be viewed and downloaded HERE. 

BAPTISM GROUP for OLDER CHILDREN 
We are inviting applications from parents of children aged 9-13 years 
who would like to prepare to be received into the Catholic Church. 
A new group will begin next Saturday (September 18th) in the 
parish meeting room at Holy Cross. 
We will also, soon, be inviting applications from adults who would like 
to consider being Baptised/received into the Church. 
Please contact the parish office for more details and to register 
your/your child’s name. 

CYCLE of PRAYER 
This week we pray, throughout the Diocese,  
for the people of the parish of The Sacred Heart of Jesus, West-
houghton, for Fr Barry Lomax, their parish priest, and for their 
parish primary school. May they profess, by their lives, that 
Jesus is the Christ.  

St Mary’s RC Church 
Oxford Street 
Eccles 
M30 0LU 

Calendar for This Week—Church Opening in Red 
        Saturday 11th Sept: 6.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Vigil Mass for Sunday) (Livestreamed) 

Sunday 12th:   9.30am Mass at St Mary’s    
   11.15am Mass at Holy Cross 

    Monday 13th: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed 
(Exaltation of the Holy Cross) Tuesday 14th: 6.30pm Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) DIAMOND JUBILEE CELEBRATION! 
     Wednesday 15th: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed)  
    Thursday 16th: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) 
                  Friday 17th:  7.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) following a Holy Hour from 6.00pm  
    Saturday 18th: 12 noon Mass at St Mary’s following a Holy Hour from 11.00am 

6.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Vigil Mass for Sunday) (Livestreamed) 
This Mass will continue to be available on the Sunday Mass page of our website on Sunday and throughout the week, and on our 
Facebook Page. Also, at 6pm (only) it can also be viewed live on our YouTube channel. 

St MARY’S REFURBISHMENT—GOOD NEWS! 
The diocesan Property Committee met last week  and, after care-
ful consideration, approved the refurbishment plans for St Mary’s. 
The shortfall in our funds will be met, in effect, by an interest-free 
loan from the diocese—but of course, it means we need to be 
thinking seriously about raising funds! 
What is to be done? Outside: the whole building needs re-pointing 
and the stonework repairing, significant roof repairs are needed, 
and the polycarbonate window protectors need to be removed and  
refitted (and will be cleaned at the same time). New ramped access 
will be provided to the door nearest to the toilet. Also, the increasingly 
unsafe walkway between church and house must be demolished. 
Inside: the floor needs to be lifted and re-laid in many places (and will 
be completely sanded and re-sealed), rotten wooden window frames 
will be renewed, deterioration of the bases of some of the columns 
will be repaired, crumbling plaster will be replaced and the nave, 
aisles and sacristy passageway will be redecorated. Also, modern, 
accessible toilet facilities will be provided, which will benefit us all. 

And now the bad news... 
St Mary’s church will need to be closed for approximately 12 
weeks for the works to proceed, and this will be from Monday 
week, 20th September. All services, then,  will temporarily move 
to Holy Cross. We very much hope to be open again for Christmas. 

https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/documents/Look12Sept2021ps.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/76e219dab8653b775ba8aac4c/files/0edc0aee-c3b8-3539-abb6-8148020baf19/LDAH_Ordinary_24B_2021.pdf
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/live/last-sunday-s-mass
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRbsD6B1cg7beD8NWwaCOLg

