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GOD’S STRANGE JUSTICE 

I t's the taking part that counts! So we’ve always told the 
school team when it doesn't win the trophy, or the  

competitor who never basks in the limelight of the podium. 
But the world and our celebrity culture seem to tell us  
otherwise. "Public impression" is clear about how we should 
judge achievement. Life is a race, and those who come in 
first get the best prize. The also-rans can plod through life 
with enough for what they need, whilst the late-comers 
don't deserve a proper living at all. It doesn't matter if they 
are idle or ill, lazy or disabled – if they don't do their bit, 
then they cannot expect to be up with the front runners. 
They do not deserve life's luxuries – though we might mag-
nanimously offer them charity, whether they want it or not. 

But why should the talented footballer who got all the best 
breaks deserve the fastest cars and heated swimming pools, 
whilst the shy individual, born with a slight disfigurement 
and perhaps bullied at school, who never realised their full 
potential and never feels any self-worth, deserves no more 
than a daily struggle to make ends meet? 

Competition can be a wonderful thing, when in all its varieties 
different people shine in different disciplines, and individuals 
can feel motivated to achieve more than they ever believed 
possible. But when instead it is used to mark out life's losers, 
to define one person as better than another, worth more or 
less, then our competition flies in the face of Christianity.  
After all, we are each created in the image and likeness of 
God and everything we have and are is God's free gift. 

This is the strange justice of Jesus in today's Gospel. The 
front runners get a day's wage for a day's work in the vine-
yard. Just enough for everything they need. And those who 
were slower off the mark? A day's wage. And what about 
the disabled, the marginalised, those trying to rise from the 
gutter of life? Symbolised by those workers who only  
arrived at the eleventh hour – a day's wage. Our popular 
view of justice sees the landowner's methods as unfair, but 
God's ways are different. He sees people in a different light. 
How, then, do we see each other? 

ADDITIONAL COLLECTION 
Because of the pandemic, diocesan collections have been  
reduced this year, but we do maintain some in support of  
serious needs around the world. Last week we held an addi-
tional collection for the Holy Places of Palestine, and any final 
donations may still be sent in to the parish office. Thank you. 

FIRST COMMUNION UPDATE 
The article below (mainly from last week) is taking a little 
longer to implement than was anticipated, but we will be in 
touch very shortly. It is intended, therefore, that during the 
coming week, families will receive an email from Fr Martin 
outlining plans for a way forward in compliance with Covid-
19 protocols. The general outline will be as follows: 

We will be offering a choice of weekday Masses at which 
very small groups of children, in their school bubbles, will be 
able to receive First Holy Communion with just 2 guests for 
each child. These short Masses will not be open to the  
public (because of strict number restrictions). In any given 
week, 2 of these Masses will be at Holy Cross church, live-
streamed (and available for viewing on YouTube for a  
significant time afterwards), and a third will be at St Mary’s 
church with no live-streaming or recording. Parents may 
choose which they prefer, but if choosing Holy Cross we will 
need formal consent for the live-stream as the children will 
be visible. (These ceremonies will replace the public 
10.00am Masses on those days, and weekday Mass-goers 
will therefore be invited to join online instead, along with 
the others who regularly attend virtually in this way). 

For those who missed First Reconciliation, this will be 
offered in the 20 minutes before Mass begins, and for those 
awaiting Baptism, we will be in touch about this in advance. 

A single group photograph will be taken after each ceremony, 
and we will request that any family photos are taken outside, 
respecting the “Rule of 6” if this is in force at the time. 

First Communion arrangements will be made through the 
schools for those attending any of our parish primary schools—
alternative arrangements will be made for those at other 
schools. If parents prefer to wait until it is possible once more 
to celebrate with larger numbers present, we will respect their 
wishes but cannot, at this time, suggest when this may be. 

As a final preparation, Fr Martin is recording video presenta-
tions which should be released very soon. For those at Holy 
Cross & All Saints, St Mary’s or St Gilbert’s these will be 
shown in school, but where this is not possible we ask that 
parents take a little time with their children to go through 
the videos at home. 

Clearly, in the current climate of the pandemic, whatever 
we plan may be subject to change with very little notice. All 
we can as is that, as ever, you bear with us. 

Once again, please keep all the children and their families in 
your prayers. 

PRAYER REQUESTS                                   
Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 
The sick: Helen, Shirley. Bridget, Sara, Cham, Tara, Mary, Carole, 
Phil, Carol, Sarah, John, Vincent de Paul, Alan and Mary, Molly, 
Anne, Patrick (age 7), David, Peter, Kevin, Helen, Lynn, Pam and 
Derek, Pauline, Shannon, John, Chris, Ann, Patrick, Sister Jenny, 
Clifford, Mrs Wood, Frances, Marian, Bridget, Iris, Pauline, Sha-
ron, Fr Mullin, John, Joan, Paul, Peter, Maureen, Pat, Patrick, 
David, Sister Maureen, Yvonne, Terry, Betty, Betty, Kathleen, 
Colette, Stanley, Win, Catherine, James, Alan, Betty, Evelyn, Eliza-
beth, Anne, Mary, Joan, Amanda, Pat, Billy, David, Evie, Mary, 
Chamari, Sheila, Monica, Clare, John, Eileen, Kathleen, Joyce, 
Margaret, Christine, Jean, Margaret, Deborah, Patrick, Fr Connel-
ly, Jean, Vincent, Maureen, Eleanor, Margaret, Robert, Ken, Cato-
rina, Michaela, Tony, Bernard, Elaine, Ellen, Glenes, Sheila, Caro-
line, Lynne, Joe, Jackie, Gemma, Sheila, Martin, Joanne, John, 
Joan, Janice, Bill, John, Kenneth, Vera, Lilly, Gerald, May, Louise, 
Matthew, Evelyn, Margaret, Anthony, Debbie, Mary, Peter, The-
resa, Sylvia, Maureen, Johnny, Robin and Steven, Sister Regina, 
Nijole, Ken, Stephen, Arthur, Kevin. 
Lately Dead: Angela Keogh, Aliason Dapoto, Yvonne taylor, Doris 
Ralf, Sister Alphonsus, Stephen John Whittle, Donna Finch, Fr 
John McKeown, Thomas Brady, Marjorie Shepley, Brenda Board-
man, Keith Bearne. 
Anniversaries: Frederick (“Eric”) Baillie, Martin Tighe, Fr Terry 
McCann, Richard Jackson, Margaret Maher, Rose Hosey, Martin 
Platt, Josie Delaney, Mary Smith. 
Remembrance: Charles, Agnes and Ann Geeney, Marie Payne, 
Brian Platt, Sean Fanning, Lavin family. 
We also pray: for world peace, for an end to racism in all its 
forms and for our schools. We pray for world leaders, for God’s 
guidance and support throughout the Covid-19 crisis and for all 
those suffering from the disease, for Sr Annie and her projects in 
Syria, in thanksgiving, for the housebound and those in hospital, 
nursing and residential homes, for NHS and Care Home workers 
and for a number of special intentions.  

Services usually held at: Holy Cross, Patricroft and St Mary’s, Eccles 
Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricroft, M30 8QD 



                               PARISH CONTACT DETAILS  (Please note that email addresses below can NOT be clicked as links) 
Parish Priest:  Fr Martin A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     martin.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 
Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Facebook: @ourparishcommunity 
Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other times 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Halls Hire:  Enquiries after reopening to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839  
 Email:  hall1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 

Stay with us, Lord, on our Journey 

CURRENT SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  5.00pm at Holy Cross 
Sunday Morning:   9.30am at St Mary’s 
    11.30am at St Mary’s 

Children’s Liturgies are currently suspended 
Refreshments after Masses are also currently suspended 

Weekdays:   See Weekday Calendar below 
Holydays:    As announced beforehand 

Holy Cross RC Church  
370 Liverpool Road  
Patricroft   
M30 8QD   

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Katrina Foster/Tara Higgins/Ged Dale 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Mary’s:     0161 789 4532 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
    Confessions are currently only available 

by prior arrangement 
and out of doors as Fr Martin cannot meet you face to face 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptism. 

Please refer to the website for further information 

PLEASE HELP US KEEP EACH OTHER SAFE! 
You are most welcome, whether you are joining us in church 
or sharing in our services online. If you are planning to 
come to church:  
• Please stay away if you, or anyone at home, has any 

Covid-like symptoms or if you have been asked to self-
isolate. Even if you have a Baptism booked, please phone 
and cancel—we will rearrange for you as soon as possible. 

• Whilst currently the “Rule of 6” does not restrict our  
congregations to 6 people, it is essential that we take 
care not to spread the infection. Inside the churches the 
“2 metre” rule must be strictly followed (even though 
you should be wearing a mask), and outside, the Rule of 
6 does apply, so there must be no congregating and no 
socialising with people outside your support bubble in 
the church grounds. (Also we cannot meet up to answer 
questions or to sign Mass cards etc in the church). 

• Mass intentions, etc, can simply be left in a marked enve-
lope either in the letterbox or in the collection basket. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY SHEET 
This week’s “Look” leaflet for your children can be found HERE. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
…to Dominik, who was baptised on Wednesday last week 
and to Dana who was baptised on Friday. Please keep them, 
and all our baptism families, in your prayers. 

         19th/20th September 2020  
This week we pray for: the parishioners of  
Our Lady and St. Patrick, Oldham, Fr. Philip Sumner, their 
parish priest, and their parish primary school. 

St Mary’s RC Church 
Oxford Street 
Eccles 
M30 0LU 

COLLECTION 
For those who are able to support the parish online, the 
“DONATE” button can be found on the homepage of our 
website. It can be used for one-off donations or to set up 
weekly or monthly payments, with Gift Aid also facilitated. 
Last week’s collection in church amounted to £366.20 with 
£23.00 collected for the Holy Places of Palestine. Thank you. 

CONFIRMATIONS 2022 
Thank you to those families of children who have now  
started Y7 at high school and who have already returned the 
“expression of interest” form for the Sacrament of  
Confirmation in 2022. The form and explanatory letter can 
be downloaded HERE. A further letter is now about to be 
sent out via our High Schools to Y8 families, many of whom 
had already started their preparation for Confirmation (due 
in 2021) before the pandemic brought things to a temporary 
close. Again, we welcome applications also from families in 
non-Catholic schools, and this letter from the Salford  
Deanery can be accessed HERE. 

Calendar for This Week — Church opening marked in Red 
We stream all weekday Masses on our Facebook Live page, on YouTube Live and directly on our new Live webpage 
Monday: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross open to the public. 
Tuesday: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross open to the public. 
Wednesday: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross open to the public. 
Thursday: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross open to the public. 
Friday: 7.00pm Mass at Holy Cross open to the public. Holy Cross Church also open for private prayer from 6.00-7.00pm 
Saturday (daytime) We will stream 11.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament followed by 12 noon Mass 
Saturday (evening): 5.00pm Vigil Mass at Holy Cross open to the public, also livestreamed, with a higher quality video of 
 the recording available on our YouTube channel, and on the Live page of our website from 9.00am Sunday morning. 
Sunday Morning: 9.30am and 11.30am Masses at St Mary’s open to the public. 

Please note that we cannot livestream Services from St Mary’s, as there is no internet connection there. 
This is why our daily Masses are all at Holy Cross, as most of our congregation is still worshipping online.  

https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/documents/Look20September2020ps.pdf
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/documents/Confirmation%20Y6.pdf
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/documents/ConfY8.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/live_videos/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRbsD6B1cg7beD8NWwaCOLg/videos?view=2&flow=grid
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/live
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRbsD6B1cg7beD8NWwaCOLg
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/live

